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PROGCEEDI-NGS
(7:15 p.m)

CHAl RVAN HOCOD: Okay. Thank you. Let's go right
Into our next case, which |I've already read the opening
statenent. It's Zoning Comm ssion Case Nunmber 18-16. M.
Schellin, do we have anything prelimnary on this case?

MS. SCHELLIN:  No, sir.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Okay. Let's go to the Ofice of
Pl anni ng, Ms. Steingasser.

MS. STElI NGASSER: Chai rman Hood, Conmm ssi oners,
the O fice of Planning continues to reconmend the adoption
of new zone nanes that reflect both this underlying base zone
and then the geographic identifier that tie them to
particul ar special conditions.

There's been one change since the case was set
down and that has to do with the second hyphen. It was
poi nted out that some of the zone names, such as the R 1-A
currently have two hyphens, and in the new nonenclature, it
woul d just be R 1A, and that was coordinated with the Ofice
of Zoning and DCRA, so we're confortable noving forward with
t hat .

W' ve attached the new zone nanes to the report.
We've also tried to address in our report how these woul d
translate into the new-- a new zoning -- a new structure of

the code itself, and we've given an exanple with the R-3, R
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17 zones, and who they would now -- the R 17 would now be
called the R-3/FB, for Foggy Bottom

All the duplicate standards would no |onger be
repeated, only those particular criteria that are unique to

t hat Foggy Bottom designation would be in that particular
case -- in that particular chapter, so it significantly
condenses the vol une.

We've also then tried to address sone of the
Issues raised in the ANC 3D report, which wurged the
Comm ssion to return to the use of overlays, and we don't
support that returning to the use of the overlays, or the
term overl ays, because of the way they're structured now,
it's redundant and unnecessary.

The nane is there, it's in both the chapter, and
it'll be on the map, and t hen t he defi ni ng purpose and i nt ent
statenments are in each chapter, so they continue to be --
they' Il be brought forward. They'll stay the sane.

There was also issues about the links to the
appropriate actual description and delineation of those
particul ar zones. Those are all in Subtitle Wand there is
both a reference in Chapter 1 of the residential |and use
subtitles, D, E, and F, that, again, draws that link to the
user, that the description is in Subtitle W for that
particular zone, and it's also in Subtitle A

There's an overriding statenent about what
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Subtitle W is and that it contains the specific zone
| ocati ons.

| f the Conm ssi on, however, felt it was
advant ageous, we could also include a paragraph reflecting
the sane in the MJ zones and the NC nei ghborhood commerci al
zones.

Sowth that, | would request that the Conm ssion
t ake proposed action this evening to adopt these new nanes.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Okay. Thank you, Ms. Steingasser.
Col | eagues, you've heard the requests. Any questions or
conmments? M. Turnbull.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: M. Chair, | would -- |
think it’s a mnor point, but | would like to thank the
Ofice of Planning. |'msure the people up on Capitol Hil
appreciate the return of CAP on the map to clarify.

And | think, especially up on Capitol HIl, MJ23,
MJ- 24 bei ng changed to MJ2 and MJ4. | think it sinplifies
just looking at the map and understanding what it is, so |
appreciate the sinplification and |'mpretty sure the peopl e
up on Capitol H Il will appreciate it too, so thank you.

MS. STElI NGASSER: Well, thank you for the
conplinment, but it was al so through your conversations with
you, Conmi ssioner Turnbull, where you pointed out that that
geographic identifier was m ssing froma map, so you coul dn't

| ook at the map and understand that these areas shared
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sonet hing in common.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: And again, to conplinent
again, | nean, | love that interactive map on the website,
where you can go between 58 regs, 16, and you see the -- |
mean, the way -- it works beautifully.

MS. STEINGASSER: It really does. | wish | could
take credit for that, but that is all on the Ofice of

Zoning. They did a fabulous job wth that.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: | know, |'mjust saying,
but that is just -- I'mjust inpressed by how we can do that
and it's just -- it nakes it so clear what the old zone was

and what the new zone is, and | know you guys had a | ot of
i nput in developing all of that too, so thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: W' re going to sign Comm ssioner
Turnbull up for the --

COWM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Well, | want to thank Ms.
Schellin and the O fice of Zoning.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Wl |, we're going to sign you up
at our next oversight hearing in front of the council -- no,
I"m just playing. Al right. Any other questions or
comrents? Ms. Steingasser, let's go down this road again.
| think you, sone years back, we've been down this road about
overlays. | know, particularly, | tal ked about, at |ength,
an overlay, but I'm |looking at sonme letters here and we,

possi bly, may hear sone additional comrents.
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The overlays, as | understood it when we did it
for ZR-16, let's take laying an overlay again, and | know
we've had this discussion, the way | understood the way it
was witten then, just did not apply the part of -- the
regul atory process -- just did not apply to the Langdon
overlay, but it applied cityw de.

MS. STEI NGASSER W th the Langdon overlay, that
particular overlay, we did apply all of those standards
cityw de.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: So we got a letter here -- well,
the letter's in support, like, Chain Bridge and sone of the
different overlays in the city, but the way | understood it
is, parts of that were to be applied, like, the Tree and
Sl ope woul d be applied citywide. That's the way | under st ood
it when we were going through the determ nations and

del i ber ati ons.

MS. STEI NGASSER: The Tree and Sl ope applies to
several different areas, so there -- and in those areas that
were originally part of the Tree and Sl ope overlay, and then

| think there was the Chain Bridge Road, University Terrace,

that al so had the Tree and Sl ope, in those areas where it was

part of the overlay, it still is part of the zone.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Okay. So those protections are
still --

MS. STEINGASSER: But it's not cityw de.
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8
CHAI RMAN HOOD: Those protections are still there.

MS.  STEI NGASSER: Absol utel y. Al  of those
protections are still there.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay. So we didn't take anybody's
protections in any overl ays.

MS. STElI NGASSER: No, sir.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Ckay.

MS. STEI NGASSER:  Not hi ng.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Okay. That's kind of the way |
understood it, but | wanted to make sure. Ckay. Anything
else up here? Al right. Let's see where we are. Ckay.
Do we have anybody fromthe ANC? M. Gates? W do have a
letter -- Ms. Gates -- authorizing Ms. Gates to represent ANC
3B. Do we have any others?

Do we have any person -- let nme just call --
before we hear from M. Gates, do we have any organi zati ons
or persons in support? Organi zations and persons in
opposition? Organi zati ons and persons undecl ared? Ckay.
Ms. Gates, you have the fl oor.

MS5. GATES: Good evening, nenbers of the Zoning
Commission. | amAl ma Gates testifying on behalf of ANC 3D.
Overlays like historic districts or small area plans are
speci al zones within the | arger geographi c boundaries of the
city.

Each possesses recogni zed uni que qualities which
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need to be protected and preserved. According to the Ofice
of Planning, overlays no |onger exist.

The conprehensive plan doesn't agree, nor do
residents living wthin those special zone districts, which
| ook to departnents within the D.C. governnent to ensure they
are protected and preserved.

Hi storic districts have HPO, snmal | area pl ans have
the D.C. Council, but overlay districts have been |et go.
They continue to have sone standing in ZR-16, in that they
each have their own chapter, but they | ack the word, overl ay,
in their zone title, and appear to be just another zone
within a subtitle of ZR-16.

Two residential forner overlay zones are found
wi t hin t he boundari es of ANC 3D. A review of Case Nunber 97-
6, the Chain Bridge Road, University Terrace, Tree and Sl ope
overlay district is |ike reading the descriptive paragraphs
in a history book.

Phil Mendel son was an ANC 3C Conmi ssi oner at the
time and testified in support of the overlay. El | en
McCart hy, working in conjunctionwth zoning attorney R chard
Nettler, wote nmuch of the supporting docunentation, which
gives neaning to the justification for establishing the
overl ay.

For exanple, small forest tracts i n urban suburban

environnments are especially valuable to mgrating songbirds

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

10

because they require stopover areas for feeding, refueling,
during northward and sout hward j ourneys of 1000 to 2000 m | es
I n di stance.

Wt hout adequate stopover sites along the way,
nost mgrants woul d perish on the journey. Sone scientists
believe that it is the gradual |oss of these stopover sites
t hat possess the greatest threat to mgratory birds.

The proposed overlay wll provide a buffer forest
for Battery Kenbl e Park, protect mgratory birds, and i nprove
on the quality and quantity of water draining into Battery
Kenbl e Creek and the Potomac River.

These descriptive paragraphs can only pertain to
one special area of the city, which needs to be protected
t hrough proper identification in the zoning regs and naps.
It is not just another R 1-A zone, it is an R 1-A overlay
zone.

The second overlay zone within the boundaries of
ANC 3D is found in Case 95-5, the Wsley Heights overlay
district. This overlay is neant to preserve and enhance the
| ow density character of Wsley Heights by regulating
construction and alteration of residential and other
bui |l di ngs in the area.

When established, the petitioners proposed that
the overlay inpose alimtation on the |ivable space in each

residence. This is the only residential zone in R-16 with
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a FAR allowance, and at the tine of its approval, a front
yard set back requirenent.

What ANC 3D is proposing, by adding overlay
district to the chapter title and a brief descriptive phrase
under the purpose of the district, will not add any bulk to
the zoning regulations. It will add clarity, definition, and
draw attention to the fact this zone has sone special
features which need special zoning attention.

Bef ore the Zoning Conm ssion i s an opportunity to
put the term overlay, back in the titles of all forner
overlay zones. Adding O D. is not onerous and this needs to
be done before all that was once inportant about these
speci al zones is forgotten, and that happens very quickly.

O the ten nenbers of ANC 3D, only a few
Comm ssi oners know these zones exist, and one of themis
maki ng a final ANC presentation tonight.

It is futile to believe DCRA is watching these
zones carefully. Permts for properties in Wsley Heights
have been i ssued recently which have al |l owed overbuil di ng on
| ot s and exceedances of the overlay FAR requirenents.

A required front back -- excuse ne, a required
front yard setback went unenforced. Trees on University
Terrace in the Chain Bridge/University Terrace overlay were
noved rather than cut down but nevertheless violated the

spirit of the overlay zone.
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The O fice of Planning, which guided the zoning
rewite, has not expl ai ned why overl ays no | onger exist, and
the Zoning Comm ssion has pushed no further for a
justification of the renoval.

The cookie-cutter approach to the rewite of the
residential zone districts, whichw |l be further streanli ned
by t he passage of Case Nunber 18-16, will pretty nuch ensure
the justification for overlay districts is extinguished.
Pl ease don't let that happen.

On Novenber 10t h, ANC 3D vot ed unani nously, 7-0-0,
and urges the Zoni ng Conmi ssion to restore the term overl ay,
tothetitle of each zone district previously so designat ed.

Recommends the purpose and intents section for
each overlay be added to the appropriate zone district by
i ncluding the actual text fromthe 1958 zoning regul ations
for each of the overlay zone districts in ZR-16, and
recommends new text be added to ZR- 16 for each overlay zone
which links or identifies individual properties within the
overlay to the appropriate section of Subtitle W

ANC 3D's full submssion is found at Exhibit
Nunber 5 in the case log for 18-16. On Novenber 14, the
Chain Bridge Road/ University Terrace Preservation Comrittee
submtted a letter in support of ANC 3D s position. This is
found at Exhibit Nunber 6.

ANC 3D encourages the Zoning Comm ssion to use
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this opportunity to ensure the explicit text that identifies
t he purpose of each overlay district is transferred fromthe
1958 regul ations and included in ZR- 16, and that the zoning
maps i dentify these areas as overlay zone districts to ensure
the protections which were hard-fought for by residents of
these very special areas are properly identified 1in
perpetuity.

The O fice of Planning report dated Novenber 26th
fell outside ANC 3D s regul arly schedul ed neeti ng. Speaking
as an individual Comm ssioner and nenber of the ZRR task
force, | would like to briefly address OP's responses to ANC
3D.

Streamlining the zoning regulations is an
i nportant step forward, but these changes need to reinforce,
not erase, the relationship of the zone to a specific zone
district or geographic area, and identify the zone as an
overlay district.

Inits response to 3D, OP nmakes assunpti ons based
onitsintimate famliarity with ZR-16, which do not refl ect
the level of famliarity or use the public, or even nost
ANCs, have with the zoning regul ati ons.

The need to flip through nunmerous chapters and
sections of the code to perhaps stunble on sone direction is
not hel pful. The kinds of inprovenent, changes, or additions

suggested by ANC 3D shoul d be considered and i npl enmented as
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streanl i ni ng noves forward.

Usi ng t he exanpl e OP provi des under background on
Page 4 of its Novenber 26 report, ANC 3D suggests that OD be
added as an identifier for the CB-UT residential house zone,
and that an additional l|line be added in the devel opnent
standards text box to reference the appropriate section in
Subtitle W where the squares and individual lots in the
overlay are found.

And |'ve given you a chart. This chart woul d have

several other lines under it that are included in the OP
suggested report. | didn't put them in here just for
brevity, however, | do want to point one thing out.

In the 1958 regul ations, the name is Chain Bridge
Road- Uni versity Terrace Overlay District. It is not CB-UT.
Al so, there could be a line that says, zone boundaries, and
they are found, as you see on this chart, at WO03. 1.

Thank you and | am happy to work with OP noving
forward to ensure that the streamining of ZR-16 is uniform
and conpl ete, and i ncl udes overlay districts, OD, in the zone
i dentification purpose and on the zoni ng naps.

And |'ve also attached the letter from Chain
Bri dge Road and sone photographs from an old article, but
this is the same flyway that goes through Battery Kenble
Par k, where these bird watchers are down on the canal. Thank

you.
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CHAI RVAN HOCD: Thank you, Ms. Gates. And let ne

start off wwth saying the sane thing | said to Ms. Cuthbert,
then we'll get to the issues that you testified for. | want
to thank you for your years of being an ANC Conmm ssi oner and
the other things that you do.

It's the sane thing | said to Ms. Cuthbert, even
t hough we're not in these different positions, |I'msure that
we wll still stay engaged as we continue to try to nove the

city in the path forward.

MS. GATES: | think once an activist, always an
activi st.

CHAI RVAN  HOOD: So I'lIl leave it at that. So
let's get to the part where we may -- so we can have this

di scussion. So you heard nme a nonent ago, but you nention
in your statenment that -- about the overlays. The overlays,
when we did ZR-16, was very well discussed.

| know, particularly, nyself, and |' msure ot hers,
| just always renmenber what | do, | can't keep up wth what
everybody el se does, and that's why ny opening statenents to
Ms. Steingasser, well let's talk about Langdon overl ay,
because t hat was exhaustive, fromny standpoi nt, when we were
tal ki ng about doing this change and renoving the overl ays,
not necessarily renoving them but taking the name, overl ay,
out .

And it seens like, for nme, to sone degree, and
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that's why | asked, are those protections still there, seens
to me that those protections there, |like, in Langdon, it just
now applies cityw de, and obviously, you may disagree with
t hat .

You' re not necessarily tal ki ng about Langdon, but
are we just dealing wwth semantics here, we took the word,
overlay, but the protections are still there.

MS. GATES: The protections are there, in that,
what is in the code reflects, in a different way, what was
inthe 58 -- | actually have a copy right here if you'd |like
to see it, of what was in the 58 regs, and the way the
overlays were all contained in one chapter.

CHAI RMAN HOQOD: So let me ask you this, would I
be mscharacterizing you if | said that, from your
standpoint, it looks |like when we did this change, we took
some of the sting out, is that a fair characterization?

M5. GATES: |'mnot sure what you nean by sting.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: It seens |ike the word, overl ay,
fromyour perspective and sone of the others, seened |i ke we
had a little nore -- it gave it a little nore attention.

MS. GATES:. Exactly, prom nence.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Right. So nowthe word, overl ay,
is not there, it sizzles, what I'mhearing to ny right.

M5S. GATES: Thank you. Yes.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: So now you feel like the sizzle
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IS not there --

M5. GATES. Right.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: -- because the word, overlay, is
not there, but let nme ask you this, and I['"'mjust trying to
go down this road, because I'mtrying to figure out, | don't
know where everybody else is, whether | even want to ask, or
| even want to do that, because | actually was sold --
because there was a conversation that | had with Ofice of
Pl anni ng goi ng back and forth about this whole overlay issue
to begin wth.

MS. GATES: Yes, and | think | was here for nopst
of those conversations.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Okay. So you know where | was,
but I was sold on the answer that | got, and the way it now
applied to other areas as opposed to just ny area, which |
think gave it nore prom nence, but | guess the way it's
witten in the code, you have to | ook for it?

|"mjust trying to understand, because it seens
like all we're getting into sonewhat, naybe just saying,
semantics, overlays, the word, overlay, is not there, but the
protections are. So am| reading into that correctly?

M5. GATES: | think so. If we look at tonight's
heari ng announcenent, it would be so sinple to just put CD
next to the overlays here, so that anyone --

COMM SSI ONER MAY:  |I'msorry, can | stop you for
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a second?

MS. GATES: Sure.

COW SSI ONER MAY: \Where? \Were are you sayi ng
put OD?

M5. GATES. At the end in Colum 3, proposed zone
name change, R-1A-- it would be R-1A/CB-UT/OD. So you woul d
know, this is an overlay district.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  All right. So it was -- it
used to be RI1IA/CB-UT, in 1958, it became R-21, and now
t hey' re proposing R-1A/ CB-UT, and you' re suggesting they add

a / OD.

MS. GATES: Actually, in 1958, the whol e thing was
spelled out, Chain Bridge Road-University Terrace Overl ay
District. They didn't showit properly in what they --

COW SSI ONER MAY:  So what's in the chart was not

what was in 1958.

M5. GATES: Right.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  On the nmap?

M5. GATES: It actually spelled the whole thing
out .

COMM SSI ONER MAY:  On the nmap.

M5. GATES: Not on the map, in the zone -- in the
regs thensel ves.

COWMWM SSI ONER MAY: I n the zone regs. And we don't
spell it out anywhere in the zone regs under the new
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proposal ?

MS. GATES: No. Under the title, the chapter
title, it does say Chain Bridge Road-University Terrace
Resi denti al --

COW SSI ONER MAY: | thought so.

M5. GATES: Yeah. But |I'msorry, we're talking

about two different things.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  That's why |' m conf used.

M5. GATES: | was tal king about the chart.

COW SSI ONER MAY: R ght.

MS. GATES: You're tal king about, | think, the
t ext.

COMM SSI ONER MAY:  COkay. But you were pointing
back to the text because of the reference to 1958.

MS. GATES: Well, that was -- | went back there
because when OP responded to ANC 3D, on the chart, it said
in 1958, it sinply said, CB/ UT. It didn't. It's spelled
out .

COW SSI ONER MAY: I n the text.

M5. GATES: In the text, yes.

COMWM SSI ONER MAY:  Right. And it's still -- or
it will again.

M5. GATES: And we didn't have charts like this
in 1958.

COW SSI ONER MAY: Well, that's true. There are
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|l ots of innovations we've nmade since the 1958, i ncluding
charts to nmake it easier to understand.

MS. GATES: And | think, honestly, this is
terrific. I'mreally pleased to see this.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  kay.

M5. GATES. | just think a small tweak coul d nake
it so nuch better.

COW SSI ONER MNAY: Ckay. Al right. Wll, at
| east | know -- understand what you were suggesting. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD:  Conmi ssi oner Shapi ro.

COMM SSI ONER SHAPI RO Thank you. Conmi ssi oner,
| also had sonme clarification simlar to Comm ssioner My,
because ny understanding of what you're saying was, in
addition to the nonencl ature, you want to add that ODto all
overlay zones, is that what you're saying?

M5. GATES: Yes.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO In addition to that,
t here's sonet hi ng about the flavor of the original text that
described it that you're saying is al so goi ng away?

MS5. GATES: It has gone away.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Ckay.

M5. GATES: Bear with nme for one second.

COW SSI ONER  SHAPI RO, So at sonme |evel

Commi ssi oner Gates, that's a way of preserving the history
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of it as a way to help educate people around the original
purpose and intent. That's what you want preserved.

M5. GATES: Well, | want people picking up the
zoning regs and |l ooking at it when they get to Chapter 21
or other overlay districts, to understand what the purpose
of this -- why this particular zone was pulled out of the R
1A zone, why it stands al one.

COW SSIONER SHAPIRO: I'mwith you. That's al
| was | ooking for.

M5. GATES: In 58, it just very briefly says, the
Chai n Bridge Road-University Terrace District is established
to preserve and enhance the park-like setting of the Chain
Bri dge Road- University Terrace area by regulating alteration
or di sturbance of terrain.

That doesn't need to be in there, but the purpose
of the district could say sonme of what was in there. | t
doesn't have to be lengthy, it just needs to clarify what is
speci al about this.

COMWM SSI ONER SHAPI ROC  Ckay. Thank you. Thank
you for that clarification. Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. Any ot her comments up here?
| amreally -- I'm not sure where others are with this, |
really don't see a nmjor issue with what's bei ng asked for,
and | woul d encourage us to think about it, I'mnot sure what

ot hers feel, because what tends to happen, and | think |I'm
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going to ask -- | think what tends to happen in this city,
we forget the underlying cause of why we do certain things,
and it gets |ost over the years.

I"mnot sure if that would be a |l egal issue or |

nmean, |'mnot sure, but | think this Iis a reasonabl e ask.
"' mnot sure what the other consequences are. |'mnot sure
I f anyone even supports that.

| don't necessarily want to ask OP. What | think
I's, because the decision |lies with us, right?

COW SSI ONER  MVAY: But are you noving to
del i berati ons, because we're not --

CHAI RMAN HOOD: COh, okay. | thought we was goi ng
to deliberate and try to deal with it tonight.

COMM SSI ONER MAY: This is just a hearing.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ch, okay. | was ready to nove --

COW SSI ONER MAY:  We can think about this.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: (Okay. Let's do that. Let's do
that. So we will --

COW SSI ONER MAY: | nean, | don't see a reason
to rush it, right?

CHAI RMAN  HOOD: Oh, okay. | thought we were
trying to dispose of this tonight, but okay.

COW SSI ONER MAY: No, | want to dispose of the
ot her one tonight, but, you know.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Okay. |I'Il take that one. Ckay.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

23
So that's one of the things I want to think about. And if,

M. Shapiro, if you want to ask OP, you can. Go right ahead.

MS. STEI NGASSER: | just want to address a few
things, and | want to start with being very respectful to M.
Gates and all of the work she's put in and her expertise in
zoning, but the issue of the songbirds and the history,
that's in the order of the case that wote the overlay.
That's not in the zoning text.

That's the history of the order, and when we nove
forward with new zone protection, those sane reasoni ngs w ||
be in those orders, but it's not in the zoning regs. The
i ssues of preserve and enhance the park-like setting, that's
in the zoning regs right now It's Chapter 13 in Subtitle
D.

The purpose of the Chain Bridge Road-University
Terrace, which is all spelled out, are to provide for areas
predom nantly devel oped with detached houses, preserve and
enhance the park-like setting of the areas, preserve the
nat ural topography, prevent significant adverse inpact, so
all of those exact purpose statenments have been transposed
fromthe 58 regs into these regs, so they're there.

The reason why | feel very strongly not to i nclude

the word overlay, because these are not overl ays. These
zones have the full weight of their -- of being their own
zone. In the 58 regs, the reason there was so much

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

24

difficulty with getting them enforced and naki ng sure that
all the nuances were together, was because it was an overl ay,
and you had to go | ook at devel opnent standards in the base
zone, then you had to go several -- go down nore chapters and
find the overlay reasoni ngs, then you had to go | ook at any
ot her nodifications.

And in sone cases, you were |ooking in four or
five different places. W put a lot of effort and a | ot of
purpose into bringing those into one place so that it's not
an overlay, and the romance behind this word, overlay, it
doesn't exi st.

Now these zones have the full weight of being

their own zone. Intheir title, there's the reference to the
full boundaries, are still in there in Subtitle W all the
purpose statenments are still there, all the devel opnent
standards are still there.

So to add the word, OD, at the end, when we're not
adding the word -- the letter D behind all the other
districts that aren't overlays, it's not accurate. it
under m nes t he wei ght of what these zones are supposed to do.

So | appreciate the opportunity to address that,
but we do feel very strongly that adding the word overl ay
woul d be contrary to all the work that the zoning regs have
noved forward with.

COMM SSI ONER SHAPI RO Thank you, Ms. Stei ngasser,
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for the information. |If there were a way to capture -- is
there a way to capture sone of that in sone kind of text?
In other words, what would be the inpact of sonewhere, the
description related to a specific zone nane, when you said,
this was in the fornmer overlay zone. |s there a downside to
t hat ?

MS. STEI NGASSER: Well, there is, and |'m going
to be very respectful wth this answer, but these are zoning
regul ations, right, these guide devel opnent. These are not
-- this is not a history docunent. There is history that's
relative to how things develop, but trying to make this a
soci al history or an environnental history of a nei ghborhood,
is not what these regul ations are about.

The nanme is there, the purpose is there. |'mnot
sure why saying what it used to be helps that -- helps
sonmebody wunderstand what is inportant about this zone.
What's i nportant about it is stated in the purpose and i nt ent
statenent, and then how to use it is talked about in the
devel opnent st andards.

| don't think trying to make it a historical |ink
to what it used to be would be reasonabl e versus any ot her
zone. So the MJ4, we wouldn't say used to be the C 2A, you
know, so, you know, all the protections are there, all the
wei ght is there.

COMWM SSI ONER SHAPI RO. Yes, |'mnot di sagreeing.
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| hear you loud and clear. 1'mnot disagreeing wth any of
that, but there is sonething about the preserving aspects of
the -- well, it's a conversation for wus, but there's

sonet hi ng about preserving aspects of the history, as |ong

as they're not getting in the way of the precision of the
zoni ng.

MS. GATES:. Perhaps | confused things tonight, and
| apol ogi ze, by quoting fromthese orders. These overl ays
exist. There are orders. Zoning orders. So to just say,
boom they're gone, the people |iving up on Chain Bridge Road
are not happy about this.

M5. STEINGASSER: And | would like to continue
addressing it.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Pl ease.

MS. STEI NGASSER: They' re not gone. They're here.
They' ve got the sane nanme. They've got the sanme boundari es.
They' ve got the same purpose. The text is exactly the sane.
They' re not gone, and the Conm ssion was very clear about
that when we went through the ZR-16 public hearings that
t hey' re not gone.

We provi ded naps, we provi ded nore docunentati on,
SO just because it's being said, doesn't make it so.

COMW SSI ONER SHAPI RO: Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN HOCD: Ckay. | -- oh, I'msorry. M.

Tur nbul | ?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

27
COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Don't we have one overl ay

left intact? 1Isn't Georgetown -- wasn't that singled out?

M5. STEI NGASSER: That was a custom zed zone.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: It's a custom zed zone.

MS. STEI NGASSER: Ri ght.

COMWM SSI ONER TURNBULL : Because | renenber |
t hought at the tine you said that there could be others that
coul d be devel oped going forward?

MS. STEI NGASSER: There could be, and that's
basically the sane weight that these have. So instead of
bei ng anorphous, they're defined and where they overlap
di fferent zones, each of those carries that same weight.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ckay.

MS. STEI NGASSER: And -- repeated.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN  HOCD: Ckay. That was the kind of
di scussion, and |I'Il just say this, that was a di scussi on we
had, and | want to make sure the record is clear, M. Gates,
we had a | ot of exhaustive discussion on this overlay issue,
because that was a concern of mne as well, but | think,
hearing fromny col | eagues, we're going to hold tight, we're
going to take the testinony we heard, and we're going to, |
guess, deli berate.

| thought we was -- oh, we're going to wait for

the vice chair as well. | thought | was going to deliberate
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tonight, but I find out that we need sone tine to think about
It and di gest sone of what we've heard fromyou as well on
sonething to go back through this overl ay.

We've also heard from Ofice of Planning, as we
kind of heard, | think it's the sane thing that | heard when
we were doing the whole ZR-16, because as well as what you

said was simlar to ny concern, even though we were in

different neighborhoods, it was simlar concern, but ny
overlay is still -- that's why | was asking, that's why ny
preenption was, are these protections still there?

And | think Ms. Steingasser read from sone that
were still there, but anyway, let us -- I'mnot going to get
into deliberation this evening. Let us digest what you said,
and we'll cone back and deliberate at sone point in tine.
Do you have any closing, since you're the only one that even
testified on it, do you have any cl osing remarks?

M5. GATES:. | think I've said enough. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Okay. Well, thank you very nuch,
Ms. Gates, and again, what | said was sincere, | truly neant.
Anyt hi ng el se, coll eagues, we're I ooking for in this? kay.
Ms. Schellin, do we have any dates?

MS. SCHELLI N: You're not asking for anything
el se, right?

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  No.

MS. SCHELLIN. Do you want to put it on for the
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17th for proposed?

CHAI RVAN HOOD: 17th? How does our schedule --

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Yeah, how does t he schedul e
| ook on the 17th?

M5. SCHELLIN:. 1'll look very quickly. W have
one deli beration on a nodification of consequence, one, two,
three, four final actions, so far, possibly one hearing
action, one correspondence, so not horrible, unless there's
a bunch of hearing actions.

CHAI RVAN  HOQOD: Ckay. Let me ask, Ms.
St ei ngasser, are we expecting a |lot of hearing actions for
the 17th? | know we have one now.

MS. STEI NGASSER: There nay be one ot her, but that
woul d be it.

CHAl RMAN HOOD: So | think we can do that, unl ess
sonmebody di sagrees. Gkay. Al right. So we have the date.
W will deliberate on this on the 17th of Decenber. Al
right. So do we have anything el se?

MS. SCHELLIN: No, sir.

CHAI RMAN HOOD:  Anyt hing el se, anybody? | want
to thank everyone for their participation tonight, and this
heari ng i s adj ourned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went of f the

record at 7:54 p.m)
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