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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
9:58 a.m

MS. MEHLERT: Gkay. The next case, in the
Board's hearing session, is Application Nunber 21541
of St. Patrick's Episcopal Church and Day School .
This was originally noticed as Nunber 17429-B.

This is self-certified application pursuant
to Subtitle X, Section 901 for special exceptions
under Subtitle U, Section 203.1(m, to allow
expansi on of existing private school use, Subtitle
X, Section 104, to allow nodification of a private
school plan, and under Subtitle C, Section 90,9 from
the loading requirenents of Subtitle C Section
901.1, and pursuant to Subtitle X Section 1002, for
an area variance fromSubtitle D, Section 23.6, to
allow an institutional building not renoved from al
| ot lines, a distance of at |east one foot for each
foot of height in excess of that authorized zone,
and a request for nodification wth hearing pursuant
to Subtitle Y, Section 704, of condition nunber 7
adopted in Application Nunber 17429.

This for a new four-story building on the
canmpus of an existing private school, and
nmodi fication of a condition of approval concerning

use of a playing field and stadium It's located in
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the R-1B zone at 4700, 4707, 4751, and 4753

Wi t ehaven Parkway, NW and the 1800 bl ock of
Foxhal | Road, NW Square of 1374, Lots 15, 830, and
839, Square 1372, Lot 817, and Square 1346, Lot 827.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you very mnuch.

M. Tumonds, would you m nd introducing
yourself and your teamto start, please?

MR. TUMWMONDS: Absol utely. Good norning.
My nane is Paul Tummonds. |'ma zoning and | and use
attorney with Goul ston & Storrs.

W'l | have three witnesses here this
nmorning. The first will be Jal ene Spain Thomas,
head of school at St. Patrick's Episcopal Day
School. Qur second wtness will be Karen G aconda,
project architect, with Perkins Eastman. And our
final wwtness will be Jam M|l anovi ch,
transportation engineer wwth Wells & Associ at es.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N:  Thank you. Is
anyone being offered as an expert for their
t esti nony?

MR TUVMONDS: Yes. Ms. M anovich.

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:. Do we have anyone
el se to consider?

MR. TUMWMONDS: Yes. M. Mlanovich, |I'm

sure that she has been admtted as an expert
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previously by the BZA. And her resune was submtted
as part of our filings in this case.

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Terrific. | have no
objection to recogni zing her as an expert witness in
transportation.

| do want to ask Ms. Duncan, | see from ANC
3D, would you mnd just introducing yourself if you
are able to at this nonent?

M5. DUNCAN: Yes. M nane is Tricia
Duncan. | amthe Vice Chair of ANC 3D

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N.  Thank you very mnuch.

"1l give you a chance to ask questions along the
way, and then later on to make your testinony case
in chief alittle later in the proceeding.

M5. DUNCAN: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N:  Thank you very mnuch.

Thank you.

M. Tummonds, why don't we start with your
presentation in chief? W're going to put up 15
m nutes on the clock to kind of keep track of where
we are. You know, brevity is great if possible,
but, you know, do what you can

MR TUWMONDS: That's fine.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you and t ake

it away.
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MR. TUMWONDS: Perfect. Thank you. If M.
Young could pull up our PowerPoint presentation.
Fant asti c.

Geat. On behalf of the Vestry of St.
Patrick's Parish and St. Patrick's Episcopal Church
and Day School, we are here today requesting speci al
exception and variance relief to construct a new
m ddl e school at 4707 Wi tehaven Par kway, NW
adj acent to St. Patrick's existing gymasium and
across the street fromthe existing early elementary
school and early chil dhood education buil di ng.

In addition, we are requesting that the
Board approve nodifications to existing condition
nunber seven of BZA Application Nunber 17429, which
gui des the use of the Foxhall athletic field |Iocated
nearby in the 1800 bl ock of Foxhall Road, NW

The information submtted in this case
clearly articul ates and shows how t he proposed
m ddl e school will create no objectionable inpacts
on nearby property due to noise, traffic, nunmber of
students, or other objectionable conditions.

Qur transportation engineer will reviewthe
various el enments of the transportati on managenent
pl an, including the demand nmanagenent plan, which

has been revised according to DDOT's requests, the
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oper ati ons managenent plan, the parking nmanagenent
pl an, and the | oadi ng managenent plan, which has
al so been revised pursuant to DDOT's requests.

| would al so note that the | oading
managenent plan we submtted satisfies the special
exception requirenents for the loading girth relief.

Wth regards to the variance relief we've
requested, we believe that our pre-hearing statenent
and the OP report, clearly articulate how we have
satisfied that three-pronged variance test. Qur
project architect will al so address those issues
t hi s norning.

In regard to the proposed nodification of
condi tion nunber seven, St. Patrick's is pleased to
say that it has entered into an agreenent with the
1801 Honmeowners Association, Inc., and the Col ony
Hi Il Nei ghborhood Association that wll all ow
expanded use of the Foxhall athletic field during
the period that the new mddl e school building is
under construction and the existing playing field
and play areas on the \Witehaven canpus will be used
for construction staging and construction parKking.

Exhi bit 30B of the record in this case, is
t he anmended operations plan that we request the BZA

approve, which will replace the existing nunber
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condi tion seven and make a condition of this
appl i cation.

We're pleased to note that the Ofice of
Pl anni ng, the Departnent of Transportation, and ANC
3D have all submtted reports in support of this
project. St. Patrick's accepts the conditions and
support from DDOT and ANC 3D

Specifically, St. Patrick's agrees to ANC
3D s condition that the initial student cap will be
512 students and 130 faculty and staff and that the
final cap of 555 students and 140 faculty staff wll
be permtted after successfully neeting the goals
outlined in our conprehensive transportation review.

| would note that there's no opposition in
the record to this application found in the record.

However, there are letters of support, including

letters fromthe adjacent institutions, The Lab
School, Qur Lady of Victory School, and CGeorge
Washi ngt on' s Mount Vernon canpus, as well as a
letter this norning fromthe Colony H Il
Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on.

Wth that, I wll nowlike to pass it over
to our first wtness, Jal ene Spain Thonmas, head of
school at St. Patrick's. Next slide, please.

M5. THOVAS. (Good norning, Board Menbers.
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On behalf of St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School,

t hank you for this opportunity to present our plans
for a new permanent mddl e school. M/ nane is

Jal ene Spain Thomas, proud head of the day school.

As we have shared with our day school
conmuni ty and nei ghbors over the past several
nonths, this is an incredibly exciting tine for St.
Patrick's as we seek to build a permanent m ddl e
school on Whitehaven Parkway.

The decision to relocate the m ddl e school
to Witehaven Parkway is the outconme of a |ong-range
facilities' planning effort. It brings us closer to
a vision we have been working toward for several
years, bringing the full life of St. Patrick's
t oget her on one unified canpus, one unified academc
canpus, fromearly chil dhood through grade eight.

At its heart, this project is about
students and about the future of St. Patrick's. It
al so reinforces our commtnent to be good nei ghbors
and active contributors to the vibrancy of the
nei ghbor hood of which we are a part.

Bringing the m ddl e school honme strengthens
an al ready excellent programwhile deepening the
connections that make our school community so

special. Shared canpus spaces |like our fields, arts
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facilities, and outdoor learning areas wll becone
even nore integrated into the daily life of mddle
school students.

This plan allows us to thoughtfully utilize
| and just steps away from our existing academ c
bui | di ngs, making nore efficient use of our
resources and stream ining our operations. Monments
like this are special in the life of a school and
are inportant to the broader comunity as well.

Throughout this planning and review
process, we have remai ned focused on naintaining
active collaborations with our institutional
nei ghbors, nenbers of the community, ANC 3D, and
district agencies. W are deeply grateful for their
support.

We | ook forward to this opportunity to
advance our work together and are commtted to
conti nued engagenent, coordination, and transparency
with all interested stakeholders as St. Patrick's
deepens our ties to this vibrant nei ghborhood.
Thank you.

MR. TUMMONDS: Thank you, Ms. Thonas.
W' Il now have our next w tness, Ms. G aconda,
present her testinony. Next slide, please.

M5. 3 ACONDA: Hi, good norning Board

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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11
Menbers. M nane is Karen G aconda, and |I'mthe
project architect from Perkins Eastman, presenting
the project overview. Next slide.

St. Patrick's decision to relocate the
m ddl e school from MacArthur Boul evard to Witehaven
Parkway is driven by the desire to unify their
academ ¢ canpus fromearly chil dhood through grade
ei ght. Next slide.

The proposed site in yellow, is across the
street fromthe existing | ower school and church.
The Wit ehaven canpus is adjacent to a single famly
residential community and various other schools and
institutional uses, which are noted here. Next
sl i de.

The proposed site is located in the R 1B
zone district. It includes the St. Patrick's
Gymasi um and Performance Center

The property has a 46-foot grade change
bet ween Wi t ehaven Parkway frontage and the northern
portion of the property, substantial bedrock, which
causes difficulty in construction and areas on the
property to build, in addition to heritage and
special trees located at the rear of the property.

Qur project team has already perfornmed an

i nventory and tagging of the trees within our limts

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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of disturbance for the mddl e school. W' ve
accounted for the heritage trees and have
strategically placed the building to avoid them

Bartlett tree experts have been in
communi cation wwth the D.C. Urban Forestry, and have
al ready submtted the necessary tree renoval permt
application. Furthernore, our permt plans detail
t he necessary tree protection for the heritage and
special trees that wll remain, and the building and
site conponents have been designed to mnimze
| mpact to those trees.

VWil e the m ddl e school property includes a
relatively flat portion on the front, or at the
back, currently used as a play field, this is not a
vi abl e place to build, because vehicular access to
this part of the site is not accessible via the GWV
Par kway property line or fromthe west due to the
narrow entrance, the steep grade, and the heritage
trees. Pedestrian access is simlarly challenging
due to the grade change across the site. Next
slide.

The proposed buil ding has been carefully
and thoughtfully designed to mnimze inpact on
surroundi ng properties and uses to neet the academc

needs of St. Patrick's and to create a cohesive

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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architectural vernacul ar across the \Witehaven
canpus.

The proposed buil ding includes four stories
and is approxi mtely 35,000 square feet of gross
floor space. |It's strategically built into the
hill, providing accessible entrances fromthe street
| evel and to the second floor froma connection to
t he adj acent gymmasi um and perfornmance center. Next
slide.

The first floor or the ground level, is
limted and avail abl e square footage due to the
bedrock and the site topography, and serves as the
main entrance to the building. Next slide.

The west wi ng of the building houses all of
t he cl assroom spaces on the second, third, and
fourth levels. The pitched roof of the west w ng
encl oses the dedicated outside air unit and ot her
mechani cal equi pnent. Next slide.

The east wing of the proposed buil ding
I ncl udes office space, a double height nusic and
mul ti pur pose space on the second and third fl oors.
The pitched roof of the east w ng supports the
acoustic performance of those spaces for nusic and
mul ti pur pose performances. Next slide.

The center of the building includes

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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14
adm ni strative space, dining facilities, and the
library, which is shown here on the fourth floor.
Next sli de.

The pitched roof on both w ngs, along with
the use of brick, glass, and the standi ng seamroof,
aesthetically connect to the mddle school building
with the church and the el enentary school buil ding
| ocat ed across Wit ehaven Parkway.

The hei ght of the proposed m ddl e school
building is 71 feet as neasured to the peaks of the
east and west wings. Institutional buildings in the
R-1B zone district can reach a height of up to 90
feet, provided they're setback fromall lot |lines by
di stance of not | ess than one foot for each foot of
hei ght in excess of what is allowed, which is 40
feet in this zone.

Therefore, based on the neasured hei ght,
the mddl e school building is required to be set
back 31 feet fromall lot lines. The mddle school
building is set back 12 feet, six feet fromthe side
lot, and two foot, three feet fromthe lot |ine
al ong Wit ehaven Parkway. Next sli de.

Regar di ng our request for a special
acceptance in for private school use and private

school plan, per the Ofice of Planning report, the
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15
proposal should not adversely inpact neighboring
properties.

The new m ddl e school would be | ocated
al nost a m ninum of 60 feet away fromthe single
famly houses to the north and would al so be
separated by vegetation. The other surrounding
properties are occupied by other institutional uses
to which the use woul d be conpati bl e.

The new m ddl e school's noise, traffic, and
student staff nunbers in conjunction with the
exi sting uses should not adversely inpact the
surroundi ng properties.

And, regarding our request for an area
vari ance and the buil ding height setback, per the
Ofice of Planning report, the height of the mddle
school, the proposed m ddl e school building, is
appropriate for a nodern m ddl e school and
conpatible with the institutional character along
this portion of Witehaven Parkway.

The height is not expected to negatively
af fect adjacent properties. Ganting this variance
relief would not inpair the zoning regulations or
maps. Thank you.

MR. TUMMONDS: Thank you, Ms. @ aconda.

Qur next witness wll be Jam M anovich. Next

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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slide, please.

M5. M LANOVI CH:  Good norni ng nenbers of
the Board. M nane is Jam M lanovich with Wlls &
Associ ates. W are the transportation consultant
for St. Patrick's School .

| f you could go to the next slide please.
| wanted to review the existing and proposed
oper ati ons on Wi tehaven Par kway.

| do want to note that Witehaven Parkway
bet ween Foxhall Road and MacArthur and Reservoir
Road, is purely institutional uses. There are three
single famly hones along that stretch of roadway,
but they are owned by either St. Patrick's or the
Lab School .

So, the operations, we've coordinated with
our adjacent institutional neighbors. Here you can
see today St. Patrick's has a pickup/drop-off |ane
shown in orange on the south side of Witehaven
Par kway, in front of the | ower school.

Today, parents are required to access that
pi ckup/ drop-of f |ane from Foxhall Road, so fromthe
east. They queue along the north side of Witehaven
Par kway, shown in blue, as they're waiting to enter
t hat pickup/drop-off |lane. The Lab School's
pi ckup/drop-off primarily happens in their parking
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| ot accessed via Reservoir Road, shown in the maroon
color at the bottomof the plan. They do stage sone
school buses in the afternoon, that's shown in
yel l ow on the south side of Whitehaven Par kway

adj acent to their school buil ding.

And then, we have our Lady of Victory.
Their pickup/ drop-off operation happens in their
parking lot, primarily, accessed fromU Street.
However, they do allow eighth graders to be picked
up and dropped off on Witehaven Parkway in front of
their school building shown in maroon. Next slide,
pl ease.

We are proposing a couple of changes on
Wi t ehaven Parkway in conjunction with the proposed
m ddl e school building. That first change is that
we are proposing a pickup/drop-off |lane for the
m ddl e school on the north side of Witehaven
Par kway al ong the curb in front of the new m ddle
school building, that is shown in orange.

We are al so nodi fying the pickup/drop-off
operation for the | ower school by allow ng parents
to enter either fromthe west or fromthe east. And
this will allow parents to approach the school or
drive to the school followng their natural path,

Wi thout requiring themto recirculate through the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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nei ghborhood to get to Foxhall Road, to have to
enter via Foxhall Road.

So, wth that change, we have net and
coordinated with the Lab School, and requested that
they shift their bus staging a little bit further to
the west so that we can accommobdate that right turn
gqueue into the | ower school pickup/drop-off area.

They have expressed no concern with that.
They' ve agreed to do so, and express support for
this proposed operational plan on Whitehaven
Par kway .

Al t hough we are not in any way inpacting
our Lady of Victory's pickup/drop-off operation, St.
Patrick's did neet with OLV, and they al so expressed
their support for this proposed pickup/drop-off
operation on Wi tehaven Parkway. Next slide,
pl ease.

In terns of parking, St. Patrick's
currently has a total of 137 spaces. Eighteen of
those are located at their existing mddle school on
MacArt hur Boul evar d.

One hundred nineteen are | ocated on the
Wi t ehaven canpus. Those 119 spaces are split
bet ween the garage that's beneath the gym the

surface lot imedi ately adjacent to the church and
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school, and then spaces dedicated to St. Patrick's
al ong Wi t ehaven Par kway.

On a typical basis, the spaces at the
Whi t ehaven canpus are about three-quarters occupi ed.

So, on a typical basis, we have 28 open spaces to
accommodate future faculty and staff com ng over
frommddl e school. Next slide, please.

The school has commtted to a parking
managenent plan. The highlights are indicated here,
detailed nore fully in our CTR This allows themto
better manage their parking resources.

|l will just highlight one of the key
factors of the parking managenent plan is to renove
faculty and staff fromthat surface parking | ot
adj acent to the church and school, and free those
spaces up for visitors and volunteers that are
comng to the school as well as the church to ensure
t hey have a place to park.

In the interest of tinme, | won't go through
all of the other elenents of the parking managenent
plan. But they're detailed, like I said, in our
CTR.  Next slide, please.

Next slide. In ternms of trip generation,
what you see here is the existing trip generation

for the Witehaven canpus, al ongside the proposed
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trip generation at the maxi mum enrol |l nent of 555
students.

St. Patrick's has commtted to an
aggressive transportati on demand managenent pl an,
and commtted to reducing trips at both the | ower
school and m ddl e school by 20 percent.

And so, when we | ook at the increase at the
Whi t ehaven canpus, it's a relatively nodest increase
in vehicle trips, which you see in the bol ded row at
the bottomof this chart. So, again, a relatively
nodest increase in peak hour trips at the Whitehaven
canpus. Next slide, please.

| want to zoomout just a little bit,
because renenber that the m ddle school currently
does operate less than a half mle fromthe
Wi t ehaven canpus.

And so, if we | ook sort of nore broadly at
t he nei ghborhood as a whol e, because the school is
commtting to that 20 percent reduction in trips,
when we | ook at the trips anticipated at the
Whi t ehaven canpus with that 20 percent reduction,
conpared to what the | ower school and m ddl e school
currently generate, we are actually going to be
reduci ng the peak hour vehicular trips for both

school s conbi ned.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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So, as far as the broader nei ghborhood is
concerned, there will actually be a reduction in
t hose vehicular trips because of that aggressive
transportati on demand managenent plan. Next slide,
pl ease.

So, the school has devel oped and will
I mpl ement an aggressive transportati on nanagenent
pl an. Next slide, please.

That consists of five conponents. The
first conmponent is the demand nmanagenent plan that |
ment i oned.

That includes strategies and incentives to reduce
t he nunber of vehicles that will allow themto
obtain or retain that 20 percent reduction.

W have nade a couple of mnor revisions to
t hat based on DDOT's report and their requests,
essentially to elimnate sone duplicative
strategies, and also to utilize avail able resources
t hrough goDCgo and the Ofice of the State
Superi ntendent for Educati on.

The second conponent of the TMP is the
oper ati ons managenent plan. That establishes a set
of protocols to ensure that traffic is appropriately
managed on Wit ehaven Par kway.

| previously nentioned the parking
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managenent plan, which will allow themto nake

better use of their parking resources. Next slide,

pl ease.

The fourth conponent is the | oading
managenent plan. This establishes delivery
protocols to efficiently accormbdate service and
delivery activity.

VW made a nunber of changes to the | oading
managenment plan in response to DDOT's comments.

Those changes include sumrari zing the current

antici pated delivery and service needs for the
canpus, designating a |oading nmanager who wl |
coordi nate deliveries, nonitor delivery and service
activity, and distribute pertinent information to
vendors and service providers.

W will also require flaggers when delivery
vehi cl es have to cross the sidewal k, and al so
designate delivery |ocations. So, smaller vehicles
wll use the service |lane that currently exists
adj acent to the |lower school. Larger vehicles wll
use the curb adjacent to the new m ddl e school .

Qur original |oading managenent plan agreed
to restrict deliveries to tinmes outside of the
pi ckup/ drop-off wi ndows. So, that curb |lane wll be

avai | abl e to accommodate | arger delivery vehicles in
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bet ween norni ng drop-off and afternoon pickup, or
bef ore norning drop-off for early deliveries.

The fifth conponent is the nonitoring plan

This ensures accountability and provides a
mechani smfor renedial strategies if the probl ens
arise. Next slide, please.

Just quickly with regard to DDOT's report,
we really appreciate DDOT's col | aboration and their
support of this project. At their request, St.
Patrick's wll install a raised crosswalk wth day
i ghting and rectangul ar rapid flashing beacons on
Whi t ehaven Parkway at the |ocation of the existing
crosswal k.

This is the crossing that currently
connects the [ ower school and their gym \When the
new m ddl e school building is built, this is also
the crosswal k that wll connect the m ddl e school
and the | ower school .

As | nentioned, we have been working with
DDOT on nodifications to the TDM pl an and the
| oadi ng managenent plan. W' ve reached an agreenent
on both. An updated version of the TMP reflecting
t hose changes has been filed into the record. Next
slide, please.

So, we find that with the inplenentation of
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the traffic managenent plan, including the school's
conm tnent to reduce peak hour traffic by 20

percent, as well as the installation of the raised
crosswal k, the proposed construction of the new

m ddl e school building wll not have an adverse

I mpact on the surroundi ng nei ghborhoods froma

traffic or parking perspective.

And with that, I'll turn it back over to
Paul .

MR TUWVMONDS: Thank you, Ms. M| anovich.
So, that conpletes our presentation this norning.

And we're able to answer any questions that you may
have.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N:  Thank you very mnuch,
M. Tummonds and team That was a hel pful
presentation. | do appreciate it.

|'"d like to start with a couple questions
for you, M. Tummonds. Hold on one nonent. Ckay.
Vell, | think the start of ny questions are really
of a procedural nature.

And |' m hopi ng you can provide sone clarity
to me about how these orders will result at the end
of the day. As you well know, and | think as maybe
has been alluded to, there's the Foxhall canpus and

there's the Witehaven canpus.
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And t he Foxhall canpus has proceeded under
Its owmn track of BZA case nunbers. | think nost
recently the 17429-A, | believe, was w t hdrawn.

So, you submtted initially B. Then
there's the 18465, 18465-A, which followed in 2023,
whi ch deals with the Witehaven canpus. This
proposal today kind of m xes sone of the two. And
we now have a new case nunber al so involved here.

So, I'd love to get your thoughts on what
exists at the end of this proposal that you have
here, and howis it intended to be docunented?

MR. TUMMONDS: Yes. Well, thank you.

t hi nk, you know, what we really have here is we have
the kind of, the juxtaposition of two different sets
of zoning regs.

We have the pre-2016 zoning regs, which
didn't really have this notion of the private school
canpus plan. R ght, we just went and we went
speci al exception applications for each individual
case.

| think with the 2016 zoning regs, we now
have this private school canpus plan. So, | think
t hat what nmakes sense here, and what we tried to do
iIs pull all of these properties, basically

Whi t ehaven, which before existed on the Witehaven
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canpus, both on the north and south side, and then
we had the Foxhal |l canpus.

| think now what we propose to do, is by
havi ng private school canpus plan approval for all
of the uses now that we have, | think it woul d nmake
sense to have 21541 be the new nunber. Just as say
we have, and then we can then work off that if there
are nodifications in the future, just as we have say
when you have the Anerican University's canpus plan
Is 20-31. And then, you do further processings on
that, 20-31A, 20-31B

| think this could be the opportunity to
say BZA Order Nunber 21541 will establish 555
students, 140 faculty and staff on the canpus. And
it will also then establish the permtted operations
plan for the use of the Foxhall athletic field.

| think that it was a very smart deci sion
by the BZA's O fice of Zoning | ast week to change
this from 17429-B to 21541. | think we should stick
wi th 21541 and that can be our nunber noving
f orwar d.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN: | like the sound of
that. But | just want to nake sure | understand how
that works in practice.

So, the 17429, you're asking us to nodify
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one of the conditions, it was condition seven.

There are other conditions in that track of BZA case
that are probably not applicable going forward.

They relate probably to an expected m ddl e school
and hi gh school at the Foxhall | ocation.

So, I'ma little unsure how we kind of get
this unified order. You' ve got that issue, and then
al so the 18465 and A have, what, 17 conditions in
it.

And so, how do we figure out what carries
forward in this case?

MR. TUMMONDS: Yeah. | think if we could
provide a, | nean, first of all, | would say, as you
know with schools, it is inportant that, it is not
necessarily hel pful to have a school be ready
operationally in Novenber/Decenber of a year.

Ri ght, the school year starts and we want
to make sure that we can nove forward with this case
as expeditiously as possible, get approval as
actually as expeditiously as possible, so that we
can start construction and have this m ddl e school
up and operational as soon as possible. | would put
that as an asi de.

But then for |ike the technical things

we' re tal king about, to the degree that we deci de

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N T N I T S R N I R R T e o
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N P O

that it is, you know, if the Ofice of Zoning would
| i ke us to submt some sort of conditions of
approval that would carry forward, we think that we
could do that.

But I wouldn't want that to hold up the
| ssuance of this order approving the new m ddle
school at 4707 Wi tehaven Parkway. But | think it
makes us to have a conprehensive idea of what are
the conditions that will guide operations on the
Foxhal | canmpus. W can absolutely do that and
submt that to the BZAif that is then helpful to
the Ofice of Zoning in preparing a sunmary order.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Sure. I'mgoing to
put a pin in that.

MR. TUWONDS: Ckay.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN: 1'd like to return
toit toward the end. | don't want the scope of
this to kind of get, to swanp what you're trying to
acconpl i sh.

MR, TUMMONDS: | appreciate that.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  So, but | do want it
to be as clear to everyone what's continuing forward
as possible. So, why don't we return to that toward
the end and see where that goes.

" mgoing to ask sone of ny coll eagues to
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ask sone questions and then I may ask a few nore.
Could I start with Board Menber Wells?

Wul d you mnd being the first one to ask
any questions today? Thank you.

MEMBER WELLS: No problem | do want to go
back to the variance on the height. And if you
could just walk through that. It's a little bit
nore detailed. Especially, |I have questions about,
you know, just where it's |ocated, the bedrock, you
know, and the buil ding configuration.

|f there's anything else that was
considered to be within those current zoning regs?
You know, just how you |l anded on where it is right
now in this orientation, and where its relative
position to the entire site.

MR. TUMMONDS: Sure. Perhaps M. Young, if
you could pull up the slide that is titled Proposed
Campus. One, two, three, four, slide nunber five?

Geat. And maybe if we -- | don't know if
you have the ability, if we zoomin a little bit on
the yellow building there. Perfect.

And maybe, Karen, would you want to, |ike,
use this slide to kind of give a sense of where are
those heritage trees, where is the slope, and where

is the flat part of the site?
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M5. G ACONDA:  Absolutely. So, as |
mentioned, we're dealing with a few site constraints
here. One of themis the topography. So, from
Wi t ehaven Parkway up to the flat part of the field,
which is indicated with the rectangul ar dashed |i ne,
we have about 46 feet of grade change. So, we have
a conplicated site in just the topography.

And so, we had to figure out a way to nost
cost effectively build a building on a sloped site.
And you m ght ask, well, why didn't you put it on
the flat part of the site? And the reason for that
Is there's two reasons. The first is that the only
way that that can be accessed accessibly, so by
soneone with nmobility issues or even via vehicle, is
by goi ng through the George Washi ngton University
canpus.

So, it's outside of our property Iline.
There is another access point all the way to the
left or the west of the site. But, again, with the
46 inch or 46-foot grade change, there's no way to
even make an accessible fire pathway to that part of
the site.

Beyond that, there are several heritage
trees, four specifically, that curve right on top of

where the yellow building part is. So, we needed to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N T N I T S R N I R R T e o
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N P O

and al so wanted to protect those heritage trees.

So, therefore we kind of shoe-horned our
building into the buildable part of the site that
coul d be accessed from Wi tehaven Parkway.

We | ooked at a few different options about
pushing the buil ding back. But, again, with the
t opogr aphy, we ended up having nore and nore
chal | enges and got way too close to the heritage
trees.

W did al so do sone geotechnical studies,
i ncl udi ng one that shot lasers into the ground,
where we identified that there was bedrock at the
hei ght that we wanted to build at closer down to
Wi t ehaven Par kway.

And so, we had to |ift the overall building
up eight feet to avoid that bedrock and al |l ow our
project to be buildable. So, we adjusted the plan
on the first floor to account for it, added in ranps
and stairs as well.

But, in short, in order to build on
Whi t ehaven Parkway, we had to really work with the
site and all of its elenments. And, in |ooking at
some of the images that we rendered in context, it
does align wth the institutional use of that

street.
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So, if you could go to the last slide of ny

part of the presentation, | think it's maybe slide
11 or 12, where we have sone renderings of the
building. | didn't wal k through each of these. But
It does give you sone context into how the building
relates to the street.

Next slide, | believe. Thank you. So,
what we've done here, is we've rendered the buil ding
froma variety of views. The first view that you
see on the top left hand corner, that is the view
fromthe | ower school to the new m ddl e school.

So, you can see it relates to the other
I nstitutional buildings pretty well. It doesn't
| ook extraordinarily taller than any other building.

And then, every view fromthere is | ooking
at it as we walk closer to the building and its
context. So, this was a balance of building into
the grade as well as providing accessible entry.
And, given the institutional nature of the street
and the width of the street, we think that it's
appropriate. W would have set it back had it not
been for all the site constraints.

| hope that hel ps.

MEMBER WELLS: Yeah, it does. Thank you

very much. So, two follow up questions | had for
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that. One is about the pitched roof, and whether or
not it's a consideration to have a pitched roof
because it's within the context of the institutional
nature of the street?

O, is that sonething you consider, you
know, to reduce or have a flat roof in that area to
be closer within the height restrictions?

M5. 3 ACONDA: Yeah, that's a great
guestion. So, one of the reasons that we did use
the pitched roof, is because since it is an
institutional street. But St. Patrick's is split
across the two sides of the street. It was
I nportant that the unification of the canpus al so
have sone aesthetic connecti on.

So, those pitched roofs are also not only
at the church and the | ower school, but at the
gymasi um bui l ding. So, this was hel ping the canpus
have sonme character and connecti on.

W did ook at it with a variety of flat
roofs. And, given the studies that we did in these
renderings, the flat roofs, while it did bring the
overall height of the building dow, it took away
fromthe character. And it exposed things |Iike our
dedi cated outside air unit and our other nechani cal

systens. It kind of took away fromthe overall
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aesthetic of the street.

So, while we did ook at it, ultimately St.
Patrick's and our teamthough that this was the best
solution for them

MEMBER WELLS: Ckay. Do you have a sense
of what the height of that pitch roof is?

M5. A ACONDA: In conparison to a flat
r oof ?

MEMBER VELLS:  Um hum

M5. G ACONDA: | could find that out. W
did in preparing this BZA presentation over the |ast
few nonths. W took the slope of the roof froma
45-degree angle down to | ower the overall pitch.

So, we did take that into account. And the
other thing we did to | ower the overall height of
the building, is reduce the floor to floor height by
a foot.

MEMBER VELLS: Ckay.

M5. 3 ACONDA: So, we did take neasures and
steps to reduce the height fromwhat it once was to
what you're seeing now. And | can cone back to you
with what it would be if it were flat. Though I
will note that it's a little conplicated, because
once we expose all of the nechanical structures, we

need to encl ose those with screening el enents.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N T N I T S R N I R R T e o
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N P O

And so, you end up having a simlar height
that is perhaps a little less attractive.

MEMBER WELLS: Ckay. So, maybe it's not
so, | guess, inportant to know. But what's nost
I nportant to know is that there were neasures taken
to reduce the overall height within the design.

M5. d ACONDA: Absol utely. Yes.

MEMBER WELLS: So, one of your other
renderings | ooks |ike you have, another question I
had was |ike, | guess, there's that sl ope change
over how many feet?

Because on one of your renderings, it |ooks
like the first and second floors were already cut
into the slope. And then, you had the third and
fourth floors on top of everything.

M5. G ACONDA: Correct.

MEMBER WELLS: So, are you al ready doing
grade work or sonme work with the bedrock in getting
that first and second floors in?

M5. 3 ACONDA: So, that's a great point.
For this section, we are using the first and second
floors to hold back the overall grade. So, they're
acting as retaining walls.

And we are avoiding the bedrock by having

lifted the building up about eight feet from where
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we had had it. So, our original design had an entry
pl aza that was on grade with the street |level. And
you'll see in these renderings that we have now a
set of stairs and a ranp going to the door. That is
so we could avoid the maj or bedrock. The other
thing that we did, is we redesigned the first floor.

So, it used to be nore in alignnment with
kind of the overall shape of the front of the
building. But you'll note that in the floor plan,
the entire east side of the first floor is cut off,
that's because the bedrock is in exactly that
| ocati on.

MEMBER WELLS: Ckay.

M5. G ACONDA: So, as we worked through
this project, both reducing the overall height of
the building and nmaking sure that we were siting it
as, you know, we were siting it correctly wth all
of the constraints, that is one thing that we had to
redesi gn and adjust for, yeah.

MEMBER VWELLS: Ckay. All right. Thank
you. | think that's all the questions | have about
archi tecture. | m ght have one or two about the
transportation plan or if |I can continue ny share.

Thank you very much. That was very

hel pful .
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VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN: Pl ease do conti nue.
Thank you.

MEMBER WELLS: So, | noticed there was one
letter fromthe Colony Hi |l Nei ghborhood Associ ation
agreenent. Can you explain what that was about?

That was about, | guess, the need to
revisit the nunber of students over tine? Ws that
it?

MR TUVMONDS: No. That's the condition
nunber seven.

MEMBER VELLS: That's condition nunber
seven. Ckay.

MR. TUMMONDS:  Yes.

MEMBER WELLS: So, for condition nunber
seven, because there was di scussion about it only
bei ng, | guess, applicable for construction during
constructi on.

MR. TUMMONDS:  Yes.

MEMBER WELLS: Is there a sunset to that?

MR. TUWONDS: Yes. As noted in the County
Hll letter, and as we said, that tenporary
agreenment will end no | ater than Septenber 30, 2028,
or when the CFO is issued.

But | wll note that the parties have

agreed that during the course for the next couple of
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years, while we're noving forward with construction
they will ook to enter into negotiations to talk
about the future use of that field noving forward.

MEMBER WELLS: Ckay. Because currently,
the use is pretty nuch only during the school year

It's pretty restrictive, as far as when that field
Is in use for nunber seven.

Okay. | think that's all that | had
questions about at this time. Thank you.

MR TUVMONDS: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N.  Thank you very mnuch,
Board Menber Wells. Board Menber Lindsjo, would you
mnd, if you have any questions, participating at
this nmonent ?

MEMBER LI NDSJO:  Thank you. | don't have
any questions at this tinme. Thank you for your
presentation and answering the thoughtful questions
by ny fell ow Board Menber.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you very mnuch.

Can | turn to Conmm ssioner |manmura, do you have any
questions you'd like to ask at this tine?

COW SSI ONER | MAMURA:  Thank you very nuch
Vice Chair CGoldstein. Just a few M. Tumonds and
team thank you for com ng before the Board with a

very thoughtful and well-delivered presentation.
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| do have a couple questions for M.

G aconda and a couple comments. First comrent is,
conplinments to Bradley Site Design, they did a great
job with the entry sequence and experi ence.

And, while you described that the building
isn't really set back, they've done a fine job in
creating that feel of it, sort of setting the
bui | di ng back, actually the entry experience back a
little bit. And | appreciate their plant palette
and plant selection there, as well as you had
comrent ed a nunber of tinmes about the 46-foot grade
change. I'mcertain that CAS certainly hel ped
navi gate that.

And |'m curious, ny question is, wth that
grade change, | want to give you an opportunity to
hi ghl i ght a coupl e things about your project. One
Is the stormnvat er nmanagenent plan. | acknow edge
that you' ve commented a couple tinmes about the tree
preservation and tree protection plans. And so |
appreciate that. It is comng awmfully close to the
critical root zones there. But | have every
confidence that your work with Urban Forestry w |
hel p resolve that. But | also want to give you an
opportunity to highlight sonme of the sustainability

aspects of your project.
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And then, to Board Menber Wells' comments
about the pitched roof. | was a little curious about
that as well. It does have character fromthe
streetscape. But what | noticed is, and what woul d
have been hel pful to address that, is probably
I mges, because you had tal ked about a cohesive
vernacular. And that woul d have been hel pful to
have at | east inmagery of the | ower school and The
Lab School .

And then, also, the imges of those would
hel p resol ve, because | saw the red brick and I
t hough, wait a mnute. | saw the gymasiumthere
al so has sort of a pitch, but it's a |ight gray.

And so |'mthankful, you know, we have
Googl e Street View now, right, to kind of take a
| ook at that. So, | understand where the materi al
palette is comng from where the pitch roof is
comng from It is accentuated.

And then, this is a |long set of questions
here. But the last part of it is, you tal ked about
a nunber of site constraints. And I think where |
have a little bit of pause is on the west el evation,
where it's significantly higher obviously in terns
of building height than the adjacent residential or

bui | ding next to it there.
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So, ny question is, does this design
solution include all the progranmatic el enents
required? |s that part of the reason for the
hei ght? O, because of all the site constraints,
what programmatic el enents were not included?

And then, | think you did a nice job
expl aining sort of the design strategy behind the
arrangenent of the building. But I'd like to know
what else you tried that didn't work. And so, that
way that hel ps the public understand that it's not
just this one and done, that design is an iterative
process. And so, it hel ps others understand how you
arrived here, because a |lot of tines the public
feels that these projects cone before us as sort of
fully baked and stanped for approval. But it's
really a series of iterative designs that kind of go
t hrough a push and pull.

And, lastly, I will say, to M. Tumonds'
comments, |'mprepared to vote in support of this.
This is an inportant project. And | would say that
this is part of Ms. Thonas's | egacy as the fourth
head of St. Patrick's Day School. So, really
critical to the neighborhood, and al so M.

M | anovich's work, too, to resolve sone of the

transportation issues.
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But that's a lot there. And so, | wll

turn it over to you to highlight sone of that.

M5. G ACONDA: | took notes. | got it.
kay. So, if you pull the site plan up, the
proposed site plan, | can speak to each of these
I tens.

Let's see if we -- an existing site. |

don't have a good proposed site plan. W can go
back to this one and | can talk through it here. |If
you zoomin, actually the one with the yell ow

building, and if you zoominto the yellow buil ding.

One up.
MR TUVWONDS: | think it's the other way.
M5. G ACONDA:  Yeah, the other way. There
you go. |If you zoomin there. So, first your

guestion was about the stormwater managenent.

So, because we have a graded site that
sl opes down towards Witehaven Parkway, we've been
wor ki ng with CAS Engi neering, our civil engineer, to
provide two main stormnater retention facilities.
One is to the west of the building and one is to the
east of the buil ding.

And the reason that they are separated, is
because as we try to negotiate all the utilities on

the west side of the building, we determ ned that
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having two facilities was going to be a better fit
for the site.

So, all of the water fromthe overall 1ot
Is going to drain down towards the street and into
those two underwater retention facilities.

You nentioned Bradley Site Design. One
other thing to note, is they have provided a
stormnater retention that's at grade, so it can be
used as a teaching tool for students to |earn about
t he i nmportance of stormnater nanagenent.

As far as sustainability goes, one of the
key things that we've done here, is we are going to
be putting in geothermal wells so that one flat part
of the site, we're utilizing that as a geot her nal
well field. For those of you who don't know what
that is, it just neans that we're using the constant
tenperature of the earth to heat and cool our
bui | di ng.

Qur building will have a very, you know,
tightly constructed envel ope, which is going to |et
air and heating and cooling. It'll have limted
interaction wwth the inside of the building.

We're also using a very efficient heating
and ventilation systemw th water source heat punps.

And we have also put in the infrastructure or plan
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to put in the infrastructure for solar, which does
have limts here just due to the overall tree canopy
and the roofs.

But we do have the infrastructure for it.
Overall, the building material palette is really
focused on the health and wel | bei ng of the
occupants, and all of the plantings that you
mentioned in the plant palette are native plants and
are neant to be, again, a tool for teachers and
st udent s.

So, thank you for the comments on the
character fromthe streetscape. You're right, we
did include in our overall subm ssion sone inmages of
the I ower school and the gymasi um

One thing to note is that, and those
architects of you on the phone will appreciate this,
the gymasi umwas made at a tine where it's an
aesthetic that really didn't 100 percent align with
t he general character of St. Patrick's, which is
this warnth and the warnth of the brick and the
solidarity of that.

And so, going back to the roots of the
church, that is sonmething that we were really
interested in doing. So, that's why we went with a

brick palette.
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But we are negotiating that sort of whiter
pal ette that we see at the gymasium by putting on a
i ghter pitched roof, instead of the darker pitched
roof that you m ght see over at the | ower school.

And | think that the angled roofs are
I nportant, because one of the nmain centerpieces of
the canpus is the church itself. They use the nave
for a lot of their presentations, for their choral
per f or mances.

And so, that connection between the nave
and the mnul ti purpose roomwas very inportant to the
overall school community. This is going to be one
of the |l ast opportunities for themto grow their
canpus and grow the comunity and conmunity
engagemnent .

So, having that kind of very specific
connection was inportant. Does this design solution
include all the programmatic el enents required? |
woul d say yes and no.

One of the nost inportant things in this
programthat we ultimately noved forward with, was
the multi purpose room That's going to take a | ot
of pressure off of the use of the gymasi um which
Is al so now used as a perfornmance space. And it's

going to allow the kids to do performances whil e

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N T N I T S R N I R R T e o
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N P O

46
they're also in sports seasons, which was inportant.
They are also required to have a sport every

season.

So, stretching in the winter and having
sone of that, like, |owenergy and | owi npact
athletics, that can happen at the nultipurpose room
too. They also wanted a place where they coul d host
nore people nore regularly. And so, the connection
of the multipurpose roomto the conmons or
cafeteria, and then to that outdoor and protected
resilient terrace space, is sonething that's going
to enhance the overall canpus.

When | say that it didn't neet all the
programmatic requirenents, is that we have really
whittled down at the amobunt of support space that we
have been able to provide. So, offices,
adm ni strative space and breakout spaces, all three,
which are very critical to the overall function of a
m ddl e school, have been reduced in square footage
or elimnated conpletely.

And of note, there used to be an additional
cl assroom bay worth of space on the front side of
the west wing that we elimnated in order to nake
this building fit.

So, we have everything that we need. But
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it is conpact. The arrangenent of the buil ding,
what else did we try that didn't work?

One thing you'll note here is that the
solar orientation is not perfect. Ideally, we |ike
to have our classroombars in an east-west direction
so that there would be a | arge facade up agai nst
Wi t ehaven Par kway.

But we didn't think that that really fit
with the character of the street, and it didn't give
you the sanme progression onto the site that we have
at the church building and the | ower school. And it
woul dn't give us the opportunity to have that Iike,
nicely integrated | andscape.

So, while we did try buildings that really
have a front facade that was very, | wouldn't even
say civic, alnost institutional in its nature, and
per haps woul d have gi ven the buil ding an i npression
of just like, it is way too tall, we elimnated that
opt i on.

W also did try a few options with roofs
that were either flat or were sloped in a specific
direction. But the nodernity of that conflicted
with the overall canpus.

And so, ultimately, as we worked through

the design process, this sort of transitional
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bui | ding was the nost appropriate thing for the
school .

So, we have been working on the design
iteration. This is our second full year working
with all stakeholders on this project. And so we
think that this is a great solution for the canpus
and for the nei ghborhood.

And | think |I've answered all of your
questi ons.

COW SSI ONER | MAMURA:  You have. Thank
you, Ms. G aconda. It was very thorough. I
appreci ate your response.

| guess | have one other follow up, though,
for that west elevation adjacent to 4749, the
residential building there. That's where, | think,
people will feel and see, right, the full height of
the stories there. So, what did you all do to
either look at that, consider that, resolve it,
either material-wse or formand volune, if you
coul d speak to those?

M5. G ACONDA: Sure. If you --

MR. TUMWONDS: And | m ght add one thing,
t oo, before Karen does. So, there are those three
buil dings there that at one tinme were single-famly

resi dences. The two that are in green, those are
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both owned by St. Patrick's. They're used for
institutional purposes. The one building that we
have carved up there that is in the white --

M5. G ACONDA: In the white.

MR, TUMMONDS: Yes, that is a building that
Is owned by the Lab School. And, it is also used
for adm nistrative purposes. None of those three
bui |l dings are used for residential purposes.

So, I'll start wwth that. And then, Karen,
"1l let you answer M. |manura's question.

M5. 3 ACONDA: Sure. If you go back to the
renderings, I'll just start describing what we did
with that facade.

One of the inportant pieces of the school
Is that that facade in particular, shows the rhythm
of the interior activity. And so, what we did, is
we broke that facade down into bays.

So, if you go to the next views, we should
have a view of that facade. The bottomright-hand
corner gives you a sense of that facade. But we do
have additional renderings that showit in
el evati on.

The concept here is that where we have
cl assroons, and we've paired each of our classroons

together, those kind of stick out a little bit from
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the overall facade to show you that there is sone
scale to the building, even though in this case it
I's, you know, truly two stories that you see from
there with about, you know, a half story since it's
built into the hill.

So, we did change the scale of that overal
facade so it's not just one straight brick wall.

It's giving you a sense of porosity via the w ndows
there, and al so change in material between the brick
and the seaned roof.

And you can see that there is pretty mature
vegetation all over this area. And so, we don't
anticipate that there is always going to be very few
lines of sight to that part of the building. But,
mai nl y, when talking to Lab School and speaki ng
about the institutional nature of this road, since
those are not being actively used as residences, we
treated them nore as overall canpus -- pieces of the
canpuses.

So, |'mhappy to show a facade or send that
to you if you need it. But we did break down the
scale of that conpared to the east facade, which is
definitely nmore illustrative of the big box spaces
t hat we have on that facade

So, truly the programis shining out to the
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overall street. You can see it clearly in the
f acade.

COW SSI ONER | MAMURA:  Thank you agai n, Ms.
G aconda. | think Perkins Eastman has done a
fabul ous job with the design, and even nore with
Bradl ey Site Design.

| think that's probably one of the big
successes here of this project, is sone of their
work. So, with that, thank you, Vice Chair, for
your indul gence and ny fell ow Board Menbers, and |
yi el d back. VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you
very much. Terrific questions and discussion. |[|'d
like to just begin by echoing, | think it's a |lovely
design. | think it just |looks terrific. You should
be very proud of the way that turned out. | think
It's just great.

| also want to just give sone kudos to you.

| nmean, all the support in the record is just

terrific. | mean, really is a testanent to the type
of neighbor St. Patrick's has been and the work of
this team So, | just want to give you sone kudos
on that fact.

| do want to ask a little bit about the cap
and how that's going to work. First, I'd like to

start with you, Ms. Thomas. You know, it's not that
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many nore students you're asking for, and it
particularly isn't that many nore students at the
begi nning of this stepped up enroll nent that you
have proposed. | think sonething like only eight
nore students until you neet the first threshold of
the nmonitoring plan. | just want to nake sure, this
I's consistent with your growh approach for the
future and where you see St. Patrick's' enroll nent
goi ng?

M5. THOMAS. | just want to thank you for
t hat question, and thank you all for your thoughtful
questions along the way this norning. So, we
endeavor to remain a school with a -- when | think
about our classroons and our student/teacher ratio,
our current ratio at the mddle school -- and we are
in the 26th year of our mddle school, graduating
our 25th eighth grade class in our 70th year of
exi stence. So, for a long tine we ended at sixth
grade. And we've continued to grow. And so, for
us, either in the elenentary school classroons or in
the m ddl e school, a ratio of one or two teachers,
In the instance of our younger kids, but with our
ol der students, one teacher and about 15 students
feels right for us.

And so our main goal is to unify our canpus
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and to bring those m ddl e school ers over from
MacArt hur Boul evard to Witehaven Canpus, not to
dramatically grow our mddle school. And so our
bui | di ng supposes that we could have 150 students in
that m ddl e school, and that would still neet the
rati os that have mattered to us al ong the years.
So, as such, we are not asking for an aggressive
I ncrease in nunbers. And we hope that all who've
gotten to know our community, are getting to know
our community, appreciate the ratios that we have
now and those we are seeking to maintain as we unify
our canpus.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Okay. Well, thank
you very nmuch. And can | just ask about the old
m ddl e school building? |Is that |ease just going to
be expired?

M5. THOVAS: Yes. And I'll ask M.
Tummonds to help us with that answer. | wll say
that we have maintained a partnership wth our
current landlord and are in discussions about the
timng of stepping away fromthat |ease. For us, it
needs to be done in partnership with our |andl ord,
but also in a way that best serves our students.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N:  Ckay. Just to ask,

you know, if that date extends further than
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anticipated, is that sonehow -- | guess |'m not
quite sure what the use of that building would be
once you nove the students over to the new mddle
school building. But was there any need to sonehow
reflect or nodel that in transportati on plans goi ng
f orwar d?

M5. THOVAS. So, yes, because we have been
really thoughtful about the sort of increnental
extensions that we would need in the building should
our construction plan require it. So, again, we
have been in conversation with our |andlord about
what heal thy increnents could be that would al so
all ow our |andlord to continue their operations and
make plans for the future. And | would say that our
current drop-off/pickup system woul d conti nue,

t houghtfully, as long as we are in a bifurcated
canpus. And we are thankful to Ms. M1l anovich for
hel pi ng us be thoughtful, in the now, with ways that
we can continue to be thoughtful stewards in the
transportation real maround our nei ghborhood, but

al so, as you saw today, the plans that woul d

I mredi ately be in place when we becone a unified
canpus.

And | would |ike to say we practice that

uni fied canpus nodel during the year, at very
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di stinct tinmes, when our mddle schoolers are
dropped off on this canpus for special programm ng.
And, as you've heard, the major change with the
uni fied canpus is our conmtnent to a 20 percent
reduction overall.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN. Ckay. Well, thank
you very much. | think this m ght be for M.
M I anovich or M. Tummonds, but just a little bit
curious about this nonitoring plan that is being
used. |If you wouldn't m nd just kind of describing
that plan, and where el se has that been -- has that
been used for other schools and has it been
successful in what you've seen?

Sorry, | don't knowif there's an echo.

M5. M LANOVICH: Yeah. | can definitely
speak to that.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N: Pl ease go ahead.

M5. THOVAS. Onh, Jam, you just went on
mut e.

MEMBER WELLS: | think the audio's a bit
del ayed, but she's speaking. Yeah.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Shoot. Well, M.

Tummonds, | don't know if you --
MR TUVWMONDS: Sure. | can take it.
VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN: -- were kind of
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preparing to answer that. Thank you.

MR. TUMMONDS: Yeah, thank you. We'Ill |et
Jam cone in. But, yes, there have been nmaybe not
the exact type of nonitoring plan we're proposing in
this canpus, but other private schools have had kind
of simlar instances in which there is a nonitoring
plan to make sure that we are able to achieve the 20
percent reduction that Ms. Thonmas nentioned, that
Ms. M I anovich nentioned, noving forward, so that
when we do increase the student enrollnent, we know
that this systemis working and we've shown it's
wor ki ng, so then we can have nore students. And
then we show again that we can have nore students.

And | would say that the | evel of the cap
and howit will be achieved, there was a significant
anount of discussion that occurred with ANC 3D and
ANC 3D s transportation conmttee. And | know
Comm ssioner Duncan is participating today, so she
m ght be able to help with that as well. But we
think that this nonitoring plan is going to work,
it'"s going to be effective, and it is sonething that
rel evant parties, DDOI, the ANC, will be able to see
that, yes, this is working; what we anticipated is,
in fact, happening; and that this will work noving

f or war d.
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VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Okay. Well, thank
you for that. Sorry, I'mjust continuing to go down
my list alittle bit.

For the yard setback relief, | don't think
|'ve heard that discussed as nuch, and |I'm hoping to
ask Ms. G aconda about that.

MR. TUMMONDS: So, | think naybe you're
saying, we're satisfying the yard requirenent. Wat
we're not satisfying is that one-to-one setback.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN.  Yeah. Ckay. So,
|"msorry. The one-to-one setback is both for the
hei ght and for how far back the building nust be
fromthe lot |ines, correct?

MR. TUMMONDS: Yeah. And so it's not
really -- it's this weird kind of thing. It's like,
t he maxi mum height is allowed, but that height is
only allowed if you hit the setback. So the
variance relief is fromthat section that said you
can have this height provided you neet the one-to-
one set back.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Fair point. In
that, there were probably judgnents about how to
site the building to take advantage of that height.

And, in sonme places, it got a little bit narrower

than others fromthe lot line. | suspect | know the
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answer to this question, but |I'mjust hoping that
maybe you can explain to us also howit was sited in
a way that made sense for the anount of pinch points
for where it got narrower along the lot I|ines.

M5. G ACONDA: Sure. | can address that.
So, you'll note that our building is V-shaped. It
Is V-shaped for a couple reasons. One of the
reasons i s because that allowed us to avoid the
heritage trees that are towards the north of where
our building is. You'll notice that the east w ng
I's shorter than the west wing. The west wing is
about half a bay or a bay longer. And that is so
that the curved sort of arrangenent of the heritage
trees could be avoi ded that way.

The other thing that is very inportant to
St. Patrick's is connection to the gymasi um
bui l ding. And so, part of that additional setback
fromthe heritage trees was the actual physical
connection, which is done via a set of stairs, as
well as a ranp, to the gymasi um buil di ng. That
uni fication was inportant.

And then we spoke about sustainability.
And as we all can feel, the weather here is a little
hotter and a little nore humd than it was. And so,

creating outdoor space that students can be in.
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They experienced the COVID-19 pandem ¢ and found

t hensel ves outside a lot. And so, creating that

encl osed courtyard space that is shaped by the V was
incredi bly inportant, both for students day--to-day
as well as after-hours activities, and nmaking sure
we coul d use outdoor spaces that weren't too hot.

So, the shape of the building and where
it's located was truly all push-and-pulled by both
the terrain and the heritage trees that we have.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N:  Thank you very mnuch.

| "' m hoping to discuss for a nonent, M.
Tummonds, condition nunber 7. Can you just explain
alittle bit about the genesis of the change and how
that was arrived at, please?

MR. TUMWMONDS: Yeah, sure. So, as we
tal ked about, so in our initial filing, we included
-- and we haven't really tal ked about today, but
there was a constructi on managenent plan. Because,
as you've seen in our site, we have a tight site.
And so, how are we going to get materials in and out
of that site, but then also construction worker
par ki ng?

So, as we've shown, there is that flat part
of the site and there was that rectangle, that's our

playing field. So, in order to have the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

59

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N N MDD P P P PP PP PP kPP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

60

construction managenent plan work and not have

I npacts on the community, we're going to have to
take that field offline for the two years of
construction. So, that's going to be where our
construction parker working is, and that's where
we're going to do construction staging materi al s.

So we said, okay, during the tine of
construction, we want to be able to use the Foxhall
field for uses that are consistent wwth the mddle
school use. As we then engaged with the 1801
honmeowner s’ associ ation and the Colony Hill
Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on, we tal ked about, you know,
are there other additional uses that we could
per haps | ook at and see would they work, Wuld they
be beneficial and not create negative inpacts on
t hose nei ghboring properties during this tine?
Really to use this tine to see how we can operate
this field to have other Iimted uses while not
creating objectionabl e inpacts.

We're very pleased with the agreenent that
we've created to date. So, that would guide "this
IS what can happen,” as | nentioned to Ms. Wells,
"for the next two years." But, as we also tal ked
about in that agreenent, that we are going to

endeavor and to work in good faith to see, you know,
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as we get closer to when the m ddl e school cones,
are there other opportunities for uses that could
occur on that field that do not create objectionable
| mpacts on the nei ghboring property owners?

That's our goal. So, we have kind of the
tenporary nodification agreenent to allow this use
when t he Wi tehaven Canpus' field is offline, but
t hen thinking about the future use of these fields.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N.  Thank you very much.

| think those are the rest of ny questions.
think we've kind of made the full round.

At this point, I'll ask Ms. Duncan,
Conm ssi oner Duncan, do you have any questions for
t he applicant about the testinony that's been
provi ded? You will, of course, have additional
opportunity later for your testinony. Thank you.

M5. DUNCAN: | have no questions. | am
intimately famliar wwth this project. But, no
questi ons.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Ckay. Thank you
very nuch.

|'d like to turn to the O fice of Planning.

| think, is it Ms. Myers who's here wth us today?
kay. Thank you for participating. 1'd love to

hear your thoughts.
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M5. MYERS: For the record, Crystal Myers
with the Ofice of Planning. The Ofice of Planning
I's in support of this case, all the areas of relief
that was requested, as well as the nodification that
was requested. And we can stand on the record of the
staff report, but, of course, here for questions.
Thank you.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN. 1'd like to ask ny
fell ow Board nenbers, do you have any questions for
the Ofice of Planning? Feel free to just junp in.

COWM SSI ONER | MAMURA:  No questions for ne.

But thank you, Ms. Myers, for your thorough and
detailed reports, as always, and the work that you
do on behal f of the residents of D.C

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you so mnuch.
Hearing no other questions, | think we'll nove on.
Wl |, maybe hang around, Ms. Myers, just in case we
want to conme back. But | think your report was very
hel pful in this case.

| do want to see if there are any other
agency representatives who are present? | believe
we have a representative fromDDOT and -- let ne
| ook. Ms. Sanders, thank you so much for attending
today, particularly since transportation was such a

key conponent of what we've been hearing about in
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t he pl an.

Pl ease take it away. 1'd |ove to hear your
t houghts on the application

M5. SANDERS: Yes. Thank you for having ne
today. Vice Chair CGoldstein and nenbers of the
Board, good norning. For the record, ny nane is
Madel i ne Sanders and |I'm a transportation planner
with the District Departnent of Transportation.
DDOT is supportive of the applicant's speci al
exception requests for loading relief and the
private school use perm ssions to construct the new
m ddl e school at 4707 Whitehaven Par kway, NW

I n our Septenber 18th report, which is in
the record as Exhibit 34, DDOT recomended approval
with two conditions that included requesting that
t he applicant conplete mnor revisions to their
transportati on demand managenent plan to correct and
specify sone areas, in addition to conpleting sone
substantive revisions to the | oadi ng managenent pl an
to align with standard requirenents as outlined in
DDOT' s 2024 gui dance for conprehensive
transportation revi ew

On Septenber 28th, the applicant upl oaded
an updated transportati on managenent plan in the

record, as Exhibit 40, addressing DDOT's conments.
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And those revisions to both the TDM pl an and t he
| oadi ng managenent plan were conpleted in
col | aboration with DDOT.

DDOT reconmends approval on the condition
that the applicant inplenents the revised
transportati on managenent plan, as described in the
updat ed plan, and nmakes safety inprovenents to
Whi t ehaven Parkway for pedestrian circulation and to
support an efficient pickup and drop-off operation.

We | ook forward to continuing to work with
t he applicant on the streetscape design,
preservation and protection of special trees onsite,
and finalizing a curbside nmanagenent plan as they go
t hrough public space permtting.

That's all today. |'d be happy to answer
any questions. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you very much

Just to confirm is there any daylight between you
and what's been proposed by the applicant based on
their revised TDM plan that they put into the
record? Are you all in harnmony with the approach
that's being proposed at this point?

M5. SANDERS: Yes. They conpleted all the
revisions we requested. And we are conpletely

aligned with their updated transportati on managenent
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pl an.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N.  Thank you very mnuch.

|"d |ike to ask ny col |l eagues if anyone has
questions for DDOT.

COWM SSI ONER | MAMURA: | have no questi ons.

But thank you, Vice Chair MIller -- or Vice Chair

Gol dstein, my apologies. That was a pronotion to
t he Zoning Commi ssion right there. So, we'll |et
Conmmi ssi oner Hood know, Chairman Hood know.

No, Ms. Sanders, as | shared with M.
Myers, thank you for your report, your thorough and
detailed report. And, as | understand, you're
relatively new to DDOI, and while |I've not been on
t he Board and seen you cone before us, welconme to
the Board. And, again, thank you for the work that
you do on behalf of the residents of D.C

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Well, you presented
| i ke a seasoned expert, so |I'msurprised to hear
that. Wel conme aboard.

| want to turn now, Conm ssioner Duncan, to
ask if you have any questions that you' d like to ask
DDOT at this point?

M5. DUNCAN: No questions. And | did see a
redline of the new DDOT report, and it | ooks good.

| agree w th DDOT.
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VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N: Ckay. Thank you so
much. And, Ms. Duncan, don't go far, this is your
opportunity to provide testinony to the record.

M5. DUNCAN. Ckay. Thank you, Vice Chair
ol dstei n, and thank you, BZA Board nenbers. Again,
my nane is Tricia Duncan, and |'m here representing
ANC 3D as the vice chair of the conmm ssion.

The ANC whol eheartedly supports St.
Patrick's building the m ddl e school on Whitehaven
Par kway, including the height and setbacks they are
seeking. W had sone concerns about the pickup and
drop-off increases over tine, but we are very
satisfied wwth St. Patrick's' mtigation plans.

|'d like to focus ny comments today on the
tenporary nodification agreenent and the original
operati ng agreenent that was included in the current
BZA order. | think this would be what we have been
tal ki ng about as condition nunber 7. These are
private bilateral agreenents between the nei ghbors
and St. Patrick's. And, in general, the ANC does
not support private agreenents such as these, for
two reasons.

The first reason is that these agreenents
limt community benefits afforded to communities

duri ng BZA and zoning cases. The ANC, and any
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el ected or governnent body for that matter, was
excluded fromthe negotiations. 1In this particular
case, the current operating agreenent limts use of
St. Patrick's' athletic field on Foxhall Road to
only specific school uses. The tenporary
nodi fi cation agreenent will expand the use of
Foxhall Field only during construction, and the
expanded use is |imted to the uses St. Patrick's
currently uses their secondary field for on

Wi tehaven. This is only being all owed by nei ghbors
during construction only, because St. Patrick's wll
be using the Whitehaven field for construction
par ki ng and st agi ng.

Don't get nme wong, the ANC supports the
expanded use of the Foxhall field during
construction. But, after the project is conplete,
the two parties plan to again negotiate privately to
maybe soneday expand use of the field. It should be
noted that field space is a scarce commodity in the
city, and in Ward e in particular. And this St.
Patrick's field on Foxhall Road currently sits
unused nost of the time, even though it has no
lights and no anplified sound.

This private agreenent is preventing the

ANC from asking for any community benefit regarding
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expanded use of the field. The private agreenent is
subverting the public interest.

My second point has to do with the
i nclusion of any of the | anguage fromthese types of
private agreenents in the BZA final order. | am
asking the BZA to not include | anguage regarding
limts on the field use fromthe tenporary agreenent
in the final order and any | anguage fromthe
original order that restricts use of the field. The
reason for this is twofold.

One, the parties to this private agreenent,
t he nei ghbor groups and St. Patrick's, believe the
agreenent is a contract enforceable in the courts.
The ANC was told by the neighbors that they believe
any breach of the contract can be settled through
| awsuits in court.

The second reason is these agreenents are
not really enforceable by the BZA. Wat would the
BZA do if, three years fromnow, St. Patrick's
allows a third party to | ease out use of the field?

| can't inmagine what they could do, since the new
m ddl e school w Il be open.

The parties shouldn't have it both ways.

They can't have the provisions imting field use in

the BZA order, but then claimif the BZA were to
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reverse the provisions, that their private agreenent
Is still enforceable and they can sue in court to
uphol d the contract.

|f the contract is indeed enforceable
through civil litigation, then what is the point of
it being included in the BZA order? Excluding
| anguage in the final BZA order regarding use of the
field wll change nothing, so why include it if it's
not enforceabl e?

The ANC is asking the BZA to approve the
new m ddl e school to be built on Witehaven, but
excl ude any nention of the use of the field in their
final order, based on the fact that no el ected
gover nnent agency wei ghed in on the contract St.
Patrick's made wth the nei ghborhood groups, and
t hus prohibiting any community benefit regardi ng use
of the field.

Thank you. And this ends ny testinony.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you very mnuch.

| hate to ask this. Wuld you all mnd taking a

five-mnute break at the nonent?

Ms. Duncan, if you can hang around, | think
we may have sonme questions for you about that.

My appreciation for you all. Wy don't we

reconvene at 11:25? Thank you very nuch.
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(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went
off the record at 11:21 a.m and resuned at 11:27
a.m)

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN. Ckay. Well, thank
you so nuch reconveni ng.

And, Ms. Duncan, | think, did you conclude
your testinmony? |s that correct?

M5. DUNCAN: | did.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN. Ckay. |'d like to
open it up to ny colleagues for any questions to
Conmi ssi oner Duncan.

COW SSI ONER | MAMURA:  No questions. But
['"ll extend the sane courtesy, to thank Comm ssioner
Duncan for your |eadership in your neighborhood and
for the city. And your testinony is always very
wel | -prepared and well-delivered, | will say that.
So, thank you very nuch for putting in the tinme and
effort that you do to represent your nei ghborhood
and your constituents.

M5. DUNCAN: Thank you very nuch.
Appreciate it.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN: 1'd like to echo.
think the testinony was very helpful. I'mreally
curious about your point related to whether to

include the field restriction reference, the
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operating agreenent, in any BZA order. |I'mgoing to
certainly be asking M. Tumonds and his teamto
address that question. And I'mcurious to see what
his thoughts are on it. Thank you very nuch.

MS. DUNCAN:. Thank you.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Unl ess any of ny
fell ow Board nenbers have any additional questions,
|'"d like to -- well, let me first just check, are
there -- Ms. Mehlert, | don't knowif there are any
W t nesses, any other individuals, prepared to give
testinony today. | don't see any on the |ist, but
|'"d love to confirmwith you that no one else is
waiting in the wngs to have a say.

M5. MEHLERT: | believe there's one public
W tness signed up to testify. | don't know if you
are noving to that portion of the hearing.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Yes. | would |ike
to nove to that portion of the hearing, please.

M5. MEHLERT: Ckay. So, they are on the
call now. They've been noved up as a paneli st.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN. Ckay. And that
I ndividual? | just want to make sure | see the
nane.

M5. MEHLERT: Anita Butani D Souza.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN. Ckay. Thank you so
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much.

Ms. D Souza, and | hope |'ve got your nane
correct, if you wouldn't m nd introducing yourself.

And 1'Il put three mnutes on the clock for
you, M. Young.

Thank you, Ms. D Souza.

M5. D SOUZA: Yes. Hello. Can you hear

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:. | can hear you
You're a little bit faint on ny end. | don't know
If others are experiencing that. So, if you're able
to speak up a little louder, I'd really appreciate
it.

M5. D SOUZA: kay. | wll. There we go.
Al right. First, good norning, Vice Chair
Gol dstein and Board nmenbers. As a resident of the
District of Colunbia, | want to first thank you for
your tinme this norning and for the tine that you' ve
taken to review this case.

My nane is Anita Butani D Souza. | live at
4517 Hoban Road, NW And our hone is one of the
200-footers for this case. | amthe current
presi dent of the 1801 Foxhall Honeowners Associ ation
and a nenber of the Colony H Il Neighborhood

Associ ation, which together represent approximtely
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70 properties adjoining and nei ghboring the Foxhal l
field.

The Foxhall field was devel oped in tandem
wi th the hones of 1801 Foxhall, and are each
governed by a nmaster devel opnent agreenent, of which
the field use operating agreenent excerpted in the
BZA order is a conponent. Because of the history of
the field and these properties, as well as the
zoni ng, hones in our comrunity sit, in some cases,
just a few dozen feet fromthe sidelines of the
Foxhal I field.

| am here to share ny strong personal
support for the St. Patrick's m ddl e school project,
and for the tenporary nodification agreenent for the
Foxhal | field operating agreenent that we negoti at ed
in partnership with St. Pat's over the course of
many nonths. W negotiated the two-year changes to
the existing field use agreenent on behalf of the
nei ghbors nost inpacted and as joint parties to the
overall master devel opnent agreenent that governs
devel opnent on this parcel, and again, of which the
existing field operating agreenent (audio
i nterference).

The tenporary nodification agreenent is

absolutely critical to the mddl e school
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construction because it enables St. Pat's to build
the m ddle school facility efficiently, while

mai ntai ning the extracurricular activities and
sunmer canps that conprise inportant parts of St
Patrick's' school operations.

As nei ghbors, we appreciate and |aud the
good faith and clear regard for our concerns that
St. Patrick's has shown throughout the negotiations
process. As nenbers of the BZA can surely inmagine
better than nost, getting 70 honmeowners in the
District of Colunbia onboard with changes to
sonmething in their literal backyard, it was quite a
process, and trenendous grace was shown on all
sides. W are delighted that OP supports the
requested relief and that the ANC al so voted
unani mously in favor.

Wth that in mnd, | do want to enter one
point into the record. The ANC s |etter describes
this field -- and Ms. Duncan's testinony as well --
as underutilized and suggests that it should becone
a permanent net inporter of youth sports from across
Ward 3 and beyond. As a representative for the
nei ghbors who woul d be nost directly affected by

such activity, we respectfully disagree.

This field facility has real constraints in
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ternms of its infrastructure, zoning, and cl ose
proximty to hones in an R-1B zone. Conmercial use
of the kind the ANC s letter and Ms. Duncan's
testinony contenpl ates, can easily becone

obj ecti onabl e to adj oi ni ng and nearby properties on
the grounds of noise, traffic, sanitation, parking,
et cetera.

And these are precisely the concerns that
the high bar for private school use in an R zone
must extinguish in order to qualify for a speci al
exception. A critical conponent of the deal that we
struck is that it is tenporary in nature and entered
into in good faith, as opposed to forced on us from
ot her folks.

Agai n, on behalf of the 1801 Foxhall
Homeowners Associ ation, we w sh to express our
strong support for the St. Patrick's m ddl e school
project. And | want to thank the Board and staff
fromthe O fice of Zoning, Departnent of
Transportation, as well as the ANC and St.

Patrick's, for their time today and over the | ast
several weeks and nont hs anal yzing the docunents
associated wth this case.

"' mvery happy to answer any questi ons.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you very nuch
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for your participation and testinony today. |'l|
start with just a question or two, and then ||
open it up to ny colleagues. | think you heard
there may be sone phil osophical difference for the
use of the field expressed by both you and those
t hat you represent and Conm ssi oner Duncan and the
ANC pr ef erence.

Conm ssi oner Duncan i s asking why not just

| eave it out of any resulting order, if a private

agreenent has been reached between you all, or who
you represent, and the school. If it's a private
agreenent, why have it in a BZA order? |'mkind of

curious for your thoughts on that request.

M5. D SQUZA: Yeah, thank you so nuch for
that question. And | want to say that I'ma forner
Vice Chair of the BZA, so |I'm somewhat famliar, but
It's been about ten years.

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Well, great. There
is alife after the Board. Gkay, good to know.

M5. D SOUZA: | have about 25 to 30 nore
hours of free time in ny week than I had when | was
In your shoes. So, | really do nean that heartfelt
gratitude for your tine, because | know that this is
a hard deal

So, | think it's inportant to note that the
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conditions for the private school zone do have a
relatively high bar around inpact on the adjoining
nei ghboring properties. That tenporary nodification
agreenment was heavily negotiated and is the
mechani sm t hrough whi ch we ensure that the

nei ghbori ng and adj oi ning properties do not feel

t hose negative effects. The agreenent includes very
detai |l ed provisions around fencing, security, even
toilets, and very, very detailed provisions on
parking. | think St. Patrick's deserves a
tremendous anount of credit for really working hand-
i n-hand wth neighbors. It was very, very
conplicated to cone to that agreenent.

So, Ms. Duncan has said that -- sonething
about a nodification agreenent or a private
agreenent not being part of the BZA. In ny
experience, there are many instances where private
agreenents are part of BZA orders. O course, you
guys can turn to your attorneys for that. But this
was i ncluded in the 2006 nodification. The
signatory for CHNA, the Colony Hi Il Nei ghborhood
Associ ation, Ed Lyle, on the tenporary nodification
agreenment, he is the sane signatory who signed it in
2006. My understanding from him although he could
not attend today, is that the ANC was very heavily
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i nvol ved in that original negotiation. O course,
how coul d they not have been if that were to have
cone through the BZA wi thout opposition fromthe
ANC?

So, | recognize that the ANC (audio
i nterference) and soneti nmes nei ghborhoods don't.
Qur nei ghborhood has kept records going all the way
back, although |I believe the ANC s records only go
back to 2007. So, that may be part of the confusion
the ANC has. W did neet with the ANC, and they
pushed forcefully to try to get us to agree to high
school use and so forth. But, again, our eyes have
al ways been on trying to ensure that St. Patrick's
Is (audio interference).

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  I'msorry, | think
| ost you there. | don't know if anyone el se did.

Wul d you m nd just going back about 10 seconds and

try it again? | appreciate it. Sorry about that.
M5. D SQUZA: Thank you. |Is it better?
VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN: | can hear you at

the nmoment. Let's see how it goes.

M5. D SQUZA: Qur focus has always been on

ensuring that St. Patrick's can build the mddle
school in an efficient manner. And, we as

nei ghbors, wanted to make those tenporary sacrifices
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to make that happen. There is a trenmendous anount
of diversity of opinions when it cones to pernmanent
nodi fications. And, although folks are certainly
open to discussing that at the end of the two-year
period, at this tinme, trying to get to a pernanent
change to that agreenent is just really not
feasible. And we would really like to help St.
Patrick's to get their school under construction so
that they (audio interference),

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN.  Okay. So, | think |
heard -- it broke up a little at the end, but I
think I heard you say sonething that was going to
| ead to ny next question, is your view of revisiting
it at the end of the tenporary condition. Wul d
you mnd just saying it again? And nmaybe | just
didn't pick it up quite right. | think what you
were suggesting is that that was too big a lift at
the nonent to think |longer-term But |I'mhoping to
understand a little bit of your longer-termview, if
you can.

M5. D SOQUZA: Yeah, absolutely. So, it is
in the agreenent that we will revisit it at the end
of the tenporary period. W also have built in
regular neetings with St. Patrick's to discuss the,

you know, activities that are going on and inpacts.
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And that is all in good faith.

But there is a diversity of perspective,
and I think we just need to live through this and
see how it goes. Because we don't want to have a
Ssituation -- again, wwth 70 nei ghbors and 30 of them
are wthin 200 feet of this field; because it is an
R-1B zone, the lots are nuch smaller. W just don't
want to have a situation where we don't have
everybody gat hering hands and joining step by step,
because ot herwi se we nake it inpossible for this
fantastic comrunity institution to, you know,
operate in a way that is fair and reasonabl e.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN. Ckay. Thank you.
Do ny col | eagues have any questions?

MEMBER WELLS: | have one question just so
| make sure | understand. So, the field in
question, is it privately owed? |It's privately
owned. Ckay. And I think that's just what | just
wanted to clarify, that it's not a public field.
That's privately owned between -- okay.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN. Ckay. Thank you,
Ms. Wells. Any other Board nenbers have questions
at this tine?

Ckay. | would like to ask Comm ssi oner

Duncan: do you have any questions that you' d like to
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ask about the testinony that you heard?

M5. DUNCAN: So, | didn't hear the answer
to the question that you asked of whether the
agreenment -- if it's still valid if it's not
i ncluded in the BZA order. You asked a question
simlar to that, but | didn't hear the answer.

M5. D SOUZA: Is that a question for ne?

M5. DUNCAN:  Yeah.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N:  Yes.

M5. DUNCAN. He asked the question, and if
you answered it, | didn't hear it. |'msorry.

M5. D SOUZA: The agreenent is part of a
mast er devel opnent agreenent that governs all of the
27 honmes of 1801 Foxhall, as well as the 1801
Foxhal | portion that is owned by St. Patrick's. So,
it is an existing agreenent that we all |live up to.

There are constraints on all sides associated with
t hat agreenent.

And in ternms of the enforcenent, | nean,
anything that's in a BZA order is governed by, |
believe, the certificate of occupancy. So, if, for
exanple, St. Patrick's were to sonehow violate the
agreenment, which | don't think that they woul d, of
course the recourse is always with the Zoni ng

Adm nistrator, | believe.
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VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:. So, | think -- I'm
sorry, to follow up, and then I'"mgoing to turn back
to the applicant, | skipped you for asking if you
had any questions. My apol ogy, M. Tummonds.

You want, in a sense, the Zoning
Adm ni strator to have the responsibility of
enforcing terns of your private agreenent? | just
want to clarify that.

MR, TUVMONDS: Well, maybe | could junp in
and kind of shed sone |light here. So, there is an
exi sting condition nunber 7, which guides what can
be done on the Foxhall field. That existing
condition nunber 7 was fromthe approval to
construct the field. So, right now, St. Patrick's
has to use that field in accordance with condition
nunber 7. So, that had those various conditions
about what can and can't happen.

So, that's no different than any of the
condi tion of BZA approval, nunber of students,
nunber of faculty and staff, nunber of trips.

Right? So, the fact that -- you know, | think this
i dea of the private agreenent versus what is in the
BZA order, for this case, it's in the BZA order.

Ri ght ? Condition nunber 7 includes an operations

pl an, which was part of this agreenent.
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this tenmporary nodification agreenent.

just make it go away.

will have this tenporary nodification,

permtted.

this tenporary nodification agreenent,

of the athletic field."
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So, for this case, we have this issue of,
we need to anend this condition. That's what we're

proposing to do, to anend this condition through

So, in this

case, wth where we are now, we have this. W can't

So, | think what we are proposing to do is
just, as Ms. Butani D Souza said, is to say, through
| ots of hard work, nunerous hours dealing with M.
Butani's organi zation, M. Lyle's organizati on,
we've cone up with a gane plan. And we are hopef ul

that this gane plan will work, this gane plan of we

which w ||

all ow use on the field that is not currently

And then | woul d say, |ooking at the
agreenent, which is Exhibit 30B of the record, the

bottom page 1 says, "prior to the term nation of

the parties

wi |l endeavor in good faith to consider anendnents
to the 2006 agreenent in order to reach a revised

| ong-term agreenent regardi ng the use and operations

So, maybe to answer your question, M.

Gol dstein, the goal is that, during the next couple
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of years, and nore inportantly, while and after sone
of these events are occurring, we are able to show
all parties that these uses can occur on the Foxhall
field without creating objectionable inpacts to the
nost i mmedi ately i npacted nei ghbors.

That's what we're looking to do. That's
why we proposed this tenmporary nodification
agreenent as Exhibit 30B. And | think that's what
we'd | i ke the BZA to approve today.

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN.  Okay. Well, thank
you very much, M. Tumonds. |'mnot sure |
necessarily agree with the conparison with the cap.

But | understand that you're suggesting it's been
I ncluded in the past, so why change it now?  You'd
like to just have it persist and, you know, have the
tenporary update. At least that's the way |
I nterpret what you're saying.

Do you have any additional questions for
Ms. D Souza at this point?

MR. TUMMONDS: | have no questions for M.
D Souza or Conm ssi oner Duncan.

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Ckay. Oh,
excel lent. Okay. Thank you. And | appreciate you
rem nding ne of that as well.

| think, then, unless I'm m ssing any steps
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in the process, | think we're going to turn back to
you, M. Tunmmonds, and have you give sone rebuttal
or closing remarks.

MR, TUMMONDS: Certainly. So, | think I
woul d say any sort of rebuttal testinony was just
really what | provided, about we believe strongly
that we want to nove forward with the conditions of
the tenporary nodification agreenent. W would |ike
the BZA to include that in the approval of this
appl i cation.

Wth regards to our closing, we believe,
first of all, we want to thank everyone's tine
today. W though there were sone really thoughtful
guestions. |'m hopeful that you were able to see
the anobunt of tinme and energy that our design team
has put into this facility, this project. | think
it'"s going to be a wonderful addition to the
Wi t ehaven Par kway feel, atnosphere.

We think that our transportation neasures
are going to mtigate any inpacts, and we | ook
forward to continuing to work with the ANC and DDOT
on those neasures. W believe that we fully
satisfied all of the applicable criteria for the
speci al exception and variance relief that we're

requesting. And, as | already nentioned previously,
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we woul d seek your expeditious approval of this
application. Thank you very nuch.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you very much

|"mgoing to go back to ny coll eagues and see if
you want to have any last follow up questions you'd
li ke to ask the applicant?

Okay. Hearing none, | think I"mgoing to

just say that | think they're nost of the way there.
And I'mstill just alittle hung up on technical

| ssues. So, not substantive issues, just technical
| ssues. W have this new order nunber. W want to
make sure that nothing is lost and nothing is

I nadvertently dropped or replaced as we get to the
next step.

So, M. Tummonds, |'m curious, we previewed
this early in our tal k today, how can we get an
order that addresses everything that you're |ooking
for that makes sure that it's advanci ng what you
want to continue to advance and not droppi ng what
you don't want to drop?

MR. TUMWMONDS: So, obviously, the Zoning
Commi ssion allows for the subm ssion of draft
orders. | don't think there's anything that
prohibits the BZA fromdoing that. And maybe we

don't need the full draft order here. But the idea
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woul d be, | think a summary order still makes sense,
but we could submt proposed conditions that woul d
be included in that summary order.

And then it would just be, here are the
conditions. And it goes back to, | think, what you
said before, Vice Chair Coldstein, about making sure
that those conditions fromthe 1800 nunbers,
basi cal |y, the \Witehaven Canpus approval s, nove
forward. W could submt draft conditions. But
that could be incorporated into such a summary order
and then they'd be all in one place.

So, | think that's what you're really
| ooking for, is that you don't want to have to have
-- so, you spent a lot of tinme in the Zoni ng Revi ew
Branch of the Departnent of Buil dings, when they
review the condition approval, they don't have to
| ook at 21541 and 17429B and 18465; they're all in
one place. | get the sense that that's what you're
| ooking for. | think what we'd like to do is figure
out the best way.

And, even if you took a vote today that was
approving this application, subject to the Ofice of
Zoni ng Legal Division approving the conditions
submtted by the applicant, if we could do sonething

like that, | think that would be very beneficial for
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us to nove forward as we are submtting our advanced
-- accelerated permt review, which we're | ooking to
do very shortly, so that we can get this project up
and running and get the kids in as soon as possible.

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN: Ckay. | can
appreciate that. | don't knowif | |ike the order
of operations there personally. And we can have
that discussion. | think it would be hel pful to get
sonething in the record fromyou that |ists the
conditions going forward. | don't want this -- you
know, we've got two different branches; | just don't
want this to get conplicated.

In some ways it's 174 -- | apol ogi ze, 429.
You' re just changing one thing of those conditions.

MR. TUVMMONDS: Right.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  For the 18465,
there's a lot of conditions. You' re changing a
couple of themgoing forward. |'massum ng that you
want to carry forward those conditions and nodify
those. Sone of those, though, you know, | don't
know how rel evant they are anynore. And, you know,
they m ght involve public space, which is typically
not our purview. But let's see if maybe there's a
subm ssi on you can put together quickly that can

hel p us get there.
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The only thing that | worry about, and I'|
ask ny col |l eagues about this, is if we have a
question or two about what you've done, and that's a
little weighing on ny mnd as well. Let ne -- |
want to keep you in the conversation.

MR TUMMONDS: Sure.

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN: But, if you don't
mnd, let nme see if ny coll eagues have any thoughts
on the best way, fromtheir perspective, to proceed.

MEMBER VELLS: | would tend to agree with
your order, Vice Chair, that if we could have the
proposed conditions first, to nake sure we're not
m ssi ng anyt hi ng, because there are quite a bit of
them and sone di scussions of whether or not they're
still applicable or if they're changing.

And | appreciate your remarks, M.
Tummonds, about the operations plan that's in the
previ ous order that you have to stick to. You have
to change that one thing. | conpletely understand
that. So, that makes sense. | guess we're not
really tal king about the validity of whether or not
we should keep it in order or not. But there is an
exi sting operations plan that does need sone
adj ustnments, | understand that.

But, just so that we nmake sure that we are
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not mssing anything with this order, or that we
don't have further questions with the conditions, I
t hi nk we best receive those first.

MR. TUMMONDS: And, that being said, just
as you said, M. CGoldstein, it's not a ton of work.

"1l have those to you today.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Ckay. Well, 1'm not

going to read themtoday, but you can try to get
themto us today if you'd like.

(Laughter.)

MR TUMMONDS: Ri ght.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  But, you know, a

little break after it. But I'mjust trying to think

If It's best to go to a decision neeting and there's

alittle bit of risk that we may have a question
about what you've submtted, versus just having a
conti nui ng hearing and then we can ask you any
questions about it if needed.

| don't know, Board Menmber Wells, if you

have any thoughts along those |ines, hearing that as

t he question?

MEMBER WELLS: | don't -- and maybe [|'|
ask M. Thomas, but | don't anticipate that there
should be a ot of change. It mght just be copy

and paste what you already have existing. That's
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what he's shaking his head, too. So, yeah, |I'm
confortable noving forward with the decision nmeeting
as opposed to having anot her heari ng.

MR TUWONDS: And | would say, if we could
do this, I'd love to have the decision neeting next
week. Because, again, this is where, again, the
timng, with the lack of quorumfor the BZA, we got
pushed back. And so we were, you know, very
hopeful , and we spent a ot of time and energy to
present the case to you today that had the support
of OP, DDOT, the ANC, the surrounding conmunity.

And so | think, you know, and | don't want
to put words in your nouth, Vice Chair, but these
are not substantive issues, these are technical
I ssues. And so the idea that we can, you know,
still nove forward with our permtting based on the
substantive issues, which is this mddle school
project sounds like it's going to be approved. Now
we're just tal king about making sure that at all
it's easier for later review and approval. To the
degree that we can nove that part of the application
forward, that's what we're really | ooking for.

So, if we're not ready to do that today, if we could
do that next week, that'd be wonderful.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Ckay. Well, we'll
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talk to the Secretary about that. And | understand
your preference for as soon as possible. | get
that. But, you know, we also may want to give sone
opportunities for others to weigh in, if they want
to, based on what you submit. So we m ght need a
little extra time, or not.

| saw Ms. Duncan, Conm ssioner Duncan, you
wer e shaking your head. You're in the "as soon as
possi bl e" canp as well, it sounds |iKke.

Okay. | hear your preference, and | think
we' ve got pretty nuch everything we need at this
point. Wiy don't we close the neeting?

| think we're going to set this for a
deci sion neeting. And why don't we just discuss
among ourselves, with the Secretary, the best way to
schedul e that.

So, thank you, M. Tummonds. Thank you,
team and Conm ssioner Duncan. Stick around. Don't
go far, M. Tummonds, just in case we have to cone

back to you.

Ms. Mehlert -- and let nme ask ny col |l eagues
-- | think unless there's any objection, | think we
want to set it -- the consensus may be to set it for
a decision neeting. | think we're | ooking for

sonmething in the near term And we're going to be
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asking the applicant to submt what conditions are
carrying forward into this new order. So that's the
ki nd of subm ssion we're going to be | ooking for.

| believe we're trying to keep this
relatively sinple. So, | don't want this to get too
conplicated. |It's an exercise in just creating a
clear record that we're headed toward.

One thing I also don't know, and |I'm
curious for your thoughts, whether we feel it
necessary for any of this transportation demand
managenent, and the like, to be included as
conditions. I'mnot sure. | don't think they were
in the 18465 orders. But I'mcurious if there's
anything in particular you want to see, including
Comm ssi oner | manura, anything about the facade, or
if you felt content wwth the renderings and
description that you heard.

| just want to -- why don't we discuss if
there's anything in particular you want in this
subm ssi on?

COW SSI ONER | MAMURA:  Thank you, Vice
Chair Goldstein. 1'll put the applicant's m nd at
ease. There's nothing additional that 1'd like to
see. | was satisfied with the responses they

provided. And | understand their urgency. So,
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al t hough I would have liked to give M. Tummonds a
hard time and say | won't be here for a nonth so we
don't have quorum but we have quorum now thanks to
Board Menber Wells. So -- but |I'm happy to, yeah,
take this up whenever feasible.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N.  Anyone el se have any
t houghts on what you're looking for for the foll ow
up subm ssion?

MEMBER WELLS: Yeah, | think it's just a
list of conditions there. |I'mnot sure -- | think
we had a previous case where we did include sone
conditions fromDDOT, | know it was because it was
public space, and there was a way to word it. |
think we do probably need to include that TDM pl an.

It includes operations, it includes the |oading
managenent plan, right? 1t includes a nunber of
t hi ngs, unless we put that out as conditions. But
It seens |ike we probably do need to at | east
mention it, unless that's going to be a problem

| was | ooking at the previous order to see
if there's anything nmentioned about it. | think the
report does tal k about that DDOT had a
transportati on managenent plan, but maybe it wasn't
a condition to the order.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Okay. Well, | think
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we can ask the applicant to stew on that one and we
can sort of decide at the tinme of the next filing
how we want to handl e any of the plans that are
intended to mtigate the adverse inpacts for the
relief that they're seeking.

So, | think what |I'm hearing, M. Tunmonds,
we want something that kind of lays it out pretty
simply. W're not trying to reinvent the wheel, but
just to create a clear record going forward. And
that's what we're | ooking for.

Ms. Mehlert, what can we do as far as
timng here?

M5. MEHLERT: So, | nean, it's up to the
Board what you want to do. W have hearings
schedul ed for next week, October 7th. Then the
Board is off on Cctober 14th and would return on
Cct ober 21st.

The Board does have a fairly busy schedul e
next week. And Dr. lmanmura would be the fifth
Zoni ng Conmm ssi on nenber participating that day,
which | know is not Chair Pourciau's preference.

COWM SSI ONER | MAMURA:  It's a party.

(Laughter.)

M5. MEHLERT: So, it's up to you.

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN. So, the follow ng
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week we do not have a hearing, right? So it would
have to be the third week of COctober, which feels
like it's sliding alittle far for sonething that
maybe is a lighter lift.

So | would be inclined to see if we can do
It next week. | know, apologize to Chair Pourciau
for me, and to ny coll eagues, but, Conmm ssioner
| manura, are you avail abl e next week? Can you nake
yoursel f available for this?

COW SSIONER | MAMURA: | am |'m avail able
early in the norning and happy to help nove this
al ong.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N:  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER | MAMURA:  You know, |ike |
said, it's a party to have all the Zoning
Conm ssioners in one day. A rarity, solet's do it.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Ckay. So, | think
all we're looking for is that one particular item
schedul ed for next week. Wen should they submt no
| ater by?

M5. MEHLERT: | would say if they could
submt it by probably COB tonorrow to allow tine for
the Board to review and the optional response from
the ANC, if they would |ike, before the decision.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Ckay. | think that
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works for nme, if that works for everyone el se.

Okay. | think we've got our marching
orders. M. Tummonds said he can even get it in
t oday, so tonorrow should be plenty of breathing
space. And we'll take it up again next week.

And anything el se on our agenda for today?

M5. MEHLERT: No, nothing fromstaff.

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Ckay. Well, | guess
Il will call this neeting closed and adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went

off the record at 12:03 p.m)
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This is to certify that the foregoing transcript was
duly recorded and accurately transcribed under ny
direction; further, that said transcript is a true
and accurate record of the proceedings; and that |
am nei ther counsel for, related to, nor enployed by
any of the parties to this action in which this
matter was taken; and further that | amnot a

rel ative nor an enpl oyee of any of the parties nor
counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the action.
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