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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
9:31 a.m

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Good norning, |adies and
gentlemen. This is the Board of Zoning Adjustnent.
Today's date is June the 3rd, 2026. Public hearing
w |l please come to order

My name is Anthony Hood. | amthe Chairman
of the D.C. Zoning Conm ssion assisting today with
the Board of Zoning Adjustnment. | want to wel cone
our new nenbers, and this is -- |'ve seen a | ot of
new t hings happen, but this is really new for us.

Joining ne today are Board Menbers
Pourci au, M chelle Pourciau, Board Menber Paul
Gol dstei n, and Board Menber Melissa Lindsjo. Now if
| messed your nanmes up, correct me later. So | want
to wel cone you all and appreciate the work you al
do on behalf of the District of Colunbia. So
wel conme to each and every one of you. Looking
forward to working with you. We'Ill talk about that
nmore | ater.

Ckay. Today's neeting and hearing agendas
are available on the Ofice of Zoning' s website.
Pl ease be advised that this proceeding is being
recorded by a court reporter. It's also webcast

live via Webex and YouTube Live. The video will be
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avai |l able -- the video of the website will be
avai l able on the Ofice of Zoning's website after
today' s heari ng.

Accordingly, everyone who is |istening on
Webex or by telephone will be nuted during the
hearing. |f you experience difficulty accessing
Webex with your tel ephone call-in, then please call
our OZ hotline nunber at 202-727-5471 to receive
Webex login or call-in instructions. Today, we wll
begin with our decision neeting sessions followed by
our hearing session.

Pl ease be advised that we do not take any
public testinony at our neeting sessions. Public
testinony will be taken during the hearing session.

In today's hearing session, everyone who is
listening on Webex or by tel ephone will be nuted
during the hearing, and only persons who have signed
up to participate or testify will be unnuted at the
appropriate tine.

Pl ease state your nane and hone address
before providing oral testinony on your
presentation. Oal presentations should be Iimted
to a summary of your nost inportant points. \Wen
you are finished speaking, please nute your audi o so

t hat your m crophone is no | onger picking up sound
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or background noi se.

Al'l persons planning to testify either in
favor or in opposition or undeclared should have
signed up in advance. Then we will call you by nane
to testify. By signing up to testify, all
participants conpleted the oath or affirmation as
required by Subtitle Y, 408.7.

Requests to enter evidence at the tine of
an online virtual hearing, such as a witten
testinony or additional supporting docunents, other
than live video, which nmay not be presented as part
of the testinony, may be all owed pursuant to
Subtitle Y, 103.13. The order of procedure for
speci al exceptions and variances i s pursuant to
Subtitle Y, 409. Tinme constraints for hearing
testinmony shall be mani pul ated pursuant to Subtitle
Y, Sections 408.2 and 408.3 which basically just
sinply says please stay within your tine limts so
we can hear from everyone.

Once again, if you experience difficulties
accessi ng your Webex or your telephone call-in, if
you have forgotten to sign up 24 hours prior to this
hearing, then please call our OQZ hotline nunber at
202-727-5471 to sign up to testify and to receive

Webex login or call-in instructions. At the
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concl usi on of each case, an individual who was
unable to testify because of technical issues may
file a request for leave to file a witten version
of the planned testinony to the record wthin 24
hours foll ow ng conclusion of public testinony in
t he heari ng.

| f additional witten testinony is
accepted, then parties will be allowed a reasonabl e
time to respond as determ ned by the Board. The
Board will then make its decision at the next
neeting session, but no earlier than 48 hours after
the hearing. At the conclusion of the Board's
deci sion neeting, the session or hearing session,
the Ofice of Zoning in consultation with the soon
to be chair, not nme, will determ ne whether a full
or summary order may be issued.

A full order is required when the decision
It contains is adverse to a party, including an
affected ANC. A full order may al so be needed if
the person -- if the Board's decision differs from
the Ofice of Planning's recommendation. Although
the Board favors the use of sunmary orders whenever
possi bl e, an applicant may not request the Board to
I ssue such an order.

Finally, the District of Colunbia

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Adm ni strative Procedures Act requires that the
public hearing on each case be held in the open
before the public. However, pursuant to 405(b) and
406 of the Act, the Board may, consistent with the
rul es of procedure and the Act, enter into a cl osed
meeting on a case for the purposes of seeking |egal
advice on a case pursuant to D.C. Oficial Code 2-
575(b) (4) and/or deliberate on a case pursuant to
D.C. Oficial Code 2-575(b)(13), but only after
provi ding the necessary public notice, which would
be public, and in the case of an energency cl osed
neeting, after taking a roll call vote.

So with that, et nme just introduce as well
as our officers, our BZA, Board of Zoning Adjustnent
secretary, Ms. Mehlert, as well as M. Paul Young
who will be handling all of our virtual operations.

And we have a nunber of O fice of Zoning |egal
counsel. | see M. Wng and Ms. Demare. |'m not
sure who else, but they'll introduce thenselves if
needed at the appropriate tine.

So with that, M. Mhlert, we do have an
action before us. But let nme turn to you first and
see if we have any prelimnary matters.

M5. MEHLERT: Thank you, Chairnman Hood.
It's good to be back. Regarding just the agenda for

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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today, there are two changes | wanted to note.
Application No. 21396 of 1124 Mrse, LLC has been
rescheduled to July 15th, 2026. And Application No.
21378, that's MKendree-Si mrs- Brookl and United

Met hodi st Church, has been withdrawn. |[If there are
any other prelimnary matters, it'll be noted when
the case is call ed.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: The first thing we need to
do, the first order of business, Ms. Mehlert, |
believe is to put officers in place. Colleagues,
again, welcone. | knowa lot of this is fresh, but
you all have been on the circuit for a while, all of
you |'"msure. But let's go ahead and have this
el ection so we can get chair of the BZA and a vice
chair of the BZA.

So | don't have to declare them vacant
because they've been vacant. And again, let ne just
say this. Let ne apol ogi ze on behalf of the Ofice
of Zoni ng and the Zoning Conm ssion and as well as
the BZA for what -- change is always going to
happen. W had sone changes. So those who had
cases who have been del ayed, | personally and on
behal f of ny coll eagues, we want to apol ogi ze.

Sorry for the inconvenience, and the prom se is made

by the Director of the Ofice of Zoning that we w |
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continue to nove -- and the staff continue to nove
expedi tiously as possible to make sure that your
needs and we continue to work for District of

Col unbia. So accept our sincerest apol ogy, but we
will get through this.

So thank you all for your patience. And
again, sorry for the inconvenience. So with that,
I"mgoing to open this for the nomnations for chair
of the Board of Zoning Adjustnent. |Is there a
nom nation for the chair of the Board of Zoning
Adj ust ment ?

MEMBER GOLDSTEIN: | will nominate Mchelle
Pourciau to be the chair of the Board of Zoning
Adj ust nent .

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Ckay. Any other
nom nations for the Board of Zoning Adjustnent, for
chair?

kay. We will close on the said nane, M.
M chell e Pourciau, for the chair of the Board.

Let's do the vice chair. Any nom nations for the
vice chair of the Board of Zoning Adjustnent?

MEMBER POURCI AU: | would |ike to nom nate
Paul Col dstein for vice chair of the BZA

ZC CHAI R HOOD: Ckay. Any ot her

nom nations for vice chair of the Board of Zoning
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11
Adj ust ment ?

Okay. So we will close wth those said
nom nations of the vice chair of the Board of Zoning
Adjustment. Certainly, | don't think we have any
opposition since we didn't have any ot her
nom nations. So with that, | guess we can just
approve those by acclamati on unless | hear any
obj ecti ons.

No obj ections, consider yourselves in
office. Congratulations. You don't need to be
sworn in by us because you' ve al ready been sworn in
to serve in that capacity. So with that, | wll
turn it over to the chair and go back to ny role.
Thank you all for your patience.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU. Thank you so nuch,
Chairman Hood. |'mlooking forward to this
opportunity and to working with this group. | think
our first order of business is to bring up the first
case.

| do want to say |'mexcited about this new
role, and | hope you all will be patient with ne
this first day while learning this process and
getting to know all the rules and procedures. | do
al so want to say that you m ght hear ny voice is a

little raspy. | have a head cold. So |'ve talked

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N N MDD P P P PP PP PP kPP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

12

with ny coll eague, M. ol dstein, about stepping up
and hel ping out as chair for the neeting today so
that we can have the best presentation with you all.

So Ms. Mehlert, where do we go next?

M5. MEHLERT: Sure. So we'll be entering
into the Board's neeting session, and | wll call
the first case which is Application No. 21030-A of
So O hers Mght Eat. This is a request pursuant to
Subtitle Y, Section 705.2 for a two-year extension
of the validity of the order in Application No.
21030 issued on February 13th, 2024. The project
approved was an enl argenent of an existing three-
story multi-famly residential building to create a
73-unit apartnment house. It's located in RF-1 zone
at 1876 4th Street Northeast, Square 3567, Lots 811
and 812.

BZA CHAIR POURCI AU:  All right. So with
that, we'd like to call up -- are the applicants
avail able and are they ready to present?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: In this case -- this is a
neeting case, Ms. Pourciau. So what we want to do
here, we want to discuss it anong oursel ves whet her
we think the request, the tinme extension is
warranted or not. That's kind of the discussion we

want to have. And I will nute nyself.
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BZA CHAIR POURCI AU. Al right. Thank you.
All right. So I'd like to start by asking
Comm ssioners if they have any comments on this

case. Wiy don't we start with you, M. Hood?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: | think when | |ook at the
merits of this case -- and this is just to get
things started. Wen | look at the nmerits of the

case, of the tine extension requested, and when |
| ook at the -- froma zoning perspective and al so
| ook at the work that's done, | think their request
IS warranted.

| don't believe we need to do a waiver
because | didn't see -- at least | don't recall an
extension. They want an extension of their order
whi ch was done -- it was issued February 13th, 2024.

Because of the work they do and the needs that they

have, | think this warrants -- continue to be able
to operate in that fashion and continue to give them
the time extension as needed. And | would ask
others for their comments. Turn it back to you,
Madam Chai r.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU. Thank you.

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN. | can junp in. |
agree with what Chairman Hood said. The record

| ooks full. The OP report recommends support. And

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| think there's been a valid show ng of economc
chal | enges that have del ayed the project.

| would also like to note just to clarify a
potential discrepancy that the extension request is
fromthe date of the issuance of the previous order
and not the date -- the effective date of the
previous order. So | believe that would be until
February 13th, 2028 unless | got ny dates m xed up.

Let me know if that is the case. So | am
supportive of this extension request.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU: (kay, M. ol dstein.
And thank you for bringing up the point about the
date. Ms. Lindsjo, do you have any comments or
anything to add?

MEMBER LINDSJO | have nothing else to
add. | agree, and | support this extension. Thank
you.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU. Thank you. So, M.
Mehlert, do we need to enter officially about the
date? And can you guide ne through the next step?

MS. MEHLERT: Sure. So soneone shoul d make
a notion on the tinme extension to extend the
validity until the date nentioned by M. ol dstein,
February 13th, 2028, if that's what the Board woul d
| i ke to do.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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ZC CHAIR HOOD: So, Madam Chair, to help
nove things along, | will nake a notion that we
approve Application No. 21030, So O hers M ght Eat,
the time extension as captioned and recorded and for
the time needed. And then | would nove that we
extend that tinme as requested. | think it's --
sufficient. And | think the case has already been
di scussed. And that's ny notion, and | woul d ask
for a second.

MEMBER LINDSJO. | second it.

BZA CHAIR POURCIAU. Al those in favor?

(Chorus of aye.)

ZC CHAIR HOOD: But | think what we do, |et
me just help out a little bit. Because we're
virtual, we've been -- counsel has told us to do
roll call votes. So what you woul d do, M.

Pourciau, is say, Ms. Mehlert, will you do a roll
call vote, please?

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU. Ckay. Wuld you do a
roll call vote, please?

M5. MEHLERT: Yes. Wen | call your nane,
pl ease respond to Chairman Hood's notion to approve
the time extension request until February 13th,

2028. Chai r person Pourci au?

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU. | approve.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. MEHLERT: Say vyes.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU.  Yes.

M5. MEHLERT: Vice Chair (ol dstein?

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI N:  Yes.

M5. MEHLERT: Board Menber Lindsjo?

MEMBER LI NDSJO.  Yes.

M5. MEHLERT: And Chairman Hood?

ZC CHAI R HOOD:  Yes.

M5. MEHLERT: Staff would record the vote
as 4-0-1 to approve Application No. 21030-A on the
noti on made by Chairman Hood and seconded by Board
Menber Li ndsj o.

Wul d you like to nove to the next case?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Let ne help out a little
bit -- just alittle bit, M. Pourciau. Let ne know
when I'minterfering too nuch. Now we're --

BZA CHAIR POURCI AU: No, | appreciate --

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Now we're going to go into
our hearing action. AmIl correct, Ms. Mehlert?

MS. MEHLERT: Correct.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: kay. So now you want to
call the first case on the hearing action, and then
we can go fromthere.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went

off the record at 9:48 a. m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript was
duly recorded and accurately transcribed under ny
direction; further, that said transcript is a true
and accurate record of the proceedings; and that |
am nei ther counsel for, related to, nor enployed by
any of the parties to this action in which this
matter was taken; and further that | amnot a

rel ative nor an enpl oyee of any of the parties nor
counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the action.
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