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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
(12:01 p.m)

CHAI RPERSON BLAKE: Good afternoon, |adies
and gentlemen. This is January 21, 2026 Public Hearing
of the Board of Zoning Adjustnent of the District of
Col unbi a, convened to act on a chancery application
pursuant to the Foreign Mssions Act and Subtitle X
Chapter 2 of the Zoning Regul ations.

My nane is Carl Blake, Chairman. Joining mne
today are federal representatives Marcel Acosta, the
Executive Director representing the National Capital
Pl anni ng Conmmi ssi on, and Tanmy Stidham representing
the National Park Service, U S. Departnent of Interior.

Today’s neeting and agenda are avail abl e on
the Ofice of Zoning's website. Please be advised that
this proceeding is being recorded by a court reporter
and is also webcast |ive via WebEx and YouTube Li ve.

The video of the webcast will be available on the Ofice
of Zoning’s website after today' s hearing.
Accordingly, everyone listening to WebEx or via

tel ephone will be nmuted during the hearing so as to not

pi ck up sound or background noise. |f you experience
difficulty accessing WbEx or your telephone call-in,

pl ease call our OZ hotline nunber at 202-727-5471 to

receive WebEx login or call-in instructions.
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The District of Colunbia Adm nistrative
Procedures Act requires that a public hearing in each
case be held in the open before the public. Pursuant
to sections 405(b) and 406 of the Act. The Board may,
consistent with its rules and procedures and the Act,
enter into a closed neeting on a case purposes -- |egal
counsel on case, pursuant to D.C. Oficial Code Section
2-575(b)4(a), and/or deliberate on a case pursuant to
D.C. Oficial Code Section 2-575(b)13, but only after
provi di ng necessary public notice, and in the case of

an enmergency closed neeting, after taking a roll cal

vot e.

Madam Secretary, do we have any prelimnary
matters?

MS. MEHLERT: We do not.

CHAI RPERSON BLAKE: Okay. Al right. |
w Il hope that the Applicant is listening; | suspect

they are. W have a prelimnary matter —-

M5. MEHLERT: M. Chair, did you want ne to
read into the — read the case in?

CHAI RPERSON BLAKE: Woul d you, please? [|’'m
sorry.

MS. MEHLERT: No worries. So, within the
FMBZA hearing, next is Application No. 21252A of the
Enbassy of the Republic of Cuba. This is a request
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pursuant to Subtitle Y, Section 703, for a nodification
wi t hout hearing, the order not disapproving.
Application No. 21252, issued on April 8, 2025,
regardi ng the description of a trash encl osure access
and a new security fence. Project is located in RA-2
and RA-4 zones at 2630 16th Street, NW Square 2575,

Lot 843.

CHAI RPERSON BLAKE: Ckay. As | said, I'm
hoping that the Applicant is listening, which |'mpretty
sure they are.

As a prelimnary matter, | need to address
before we get into the nmerits. This is a jurisdictional
I ssue that we need to address. The Applicant’s request
was filed under Subtitle Y, Section 703.

Unfortunately, the Board lacks jurisdiction to review
the application solely under D.C. law. This is not a
normal zoning application; this is a request that

i nvol ves a chancery application.

The Zoning Regul ations state that the Board s
determ nation of the merits of all chancery applications
shal |l be based solely on the criteria — the six criteria
specified in the Foreign Mssions Act. So we’'re going
to treat this as a Foreign Mssions rul emaking. |
bel i eve appropriate notices have been publi shed.

think the FMA requires the appropriate opportunities
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for participation by the public in the proceedi ngs
pertaining to the |ocation, placenment, and expansi on
of chanceries. W have had comments that have been
provided by the public fromthe ANC. Applications,

t hough, are typically acconpanied by a letter fromthe
State Departnent certifying the Applicant has conplied
w th section 205 of the Foreign M ssions Act.

Unfortunately, we don’t have that. So, the
request for nodification was sent to the State
Departnent, but the State Departnent has not yet
submtted anything to the record. So, given the fact
that a filed determ nation of the application nust be
made within six nonths of the date of filing. | don't
want to drag this out, but | would like to give State
Departnment a little nore tine to weigh in.

So, if the Board is confortable, we could
post pone this decision for a few weeks. | would |ike
to see what the Board thinks about that.

MR. ACOSTA: I'mfine with that, M. Chairnman.

CHAlI RPERSON BLAKE: Ckay.

MS. STI DHAM  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BLAKE: M. Acosta, say again?

MR, ACOSTA: I'mfine with this, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON BLAKE: Ckay. Thank you so nuch

MS. STIDHAM | amas well.
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CHAI RPERSON BLAKE: Ckay, great. Thank you.
Ckay, then let’s — Madam Secretary, can you give me
a date, late February, early March to fit with M.
Costa’s and Ms. Stidham s schedul e.

M5. MEHLERT: We could put this on the March
4th nmeeting agenda.

CHAI RPERSON BLAKE: (Okay. Would — does
March 4th work for both of you?

MR. ACOSTA: Yes, it does.

CHAI RPERSON BLAKE: That’'s a yes. (kay,
great. We will put this on for a decision neeting, as
the informati on does not appear to require a hearing,
only the appropriate opportunity for participation.
The Board’s rules do allow for nodification, so we wll
have this as a decision neeting on March 4th.

MR ACOSTA: Thank you.

MS. STIDHAM  Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went

off the record at 12: 07 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript was
duly recorded and accurately transcri bed under mny
direction; further, that said transcript is a true and
accurate record of the proceedings; and that | am neither
counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any of the
parties to this action in which this matter was taken;
and further that | amnot a relative nor an enpl oyee

of any of the parties nor counsel enployed by the
parties, and | amnot financially or otherw se

interested in the outcone of the action.

Gt il S O

Cristina Allegra Chilstrom
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