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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
9:30 a.m

MS. MEHLERT: Yes. Next is in the Board's
meeting session. It's application --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: My | interrupt you, Madam
Secretary? | nean, | know that we're going to put these
two decisions off. So, | don't know whether you -- do
you have to read them both? Do you have to read the
whol e t hing?

MS. MEHLERT: | don't -- you can, if you'd
| i ke to, just --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Never mnd. Never m nd.

Go ahead and do it. Call the first one. Read the whole
thing. Then we'll call the second one and we'll read
t he whol e thing.

MS. MEHLERT: (Ckay. Next in the Board's
meeting session is Application Number 21319 of 1332
Harvar, LLC. This is a self-certified application
pursuant to Subtitle X, Section 1002, for an area
variance fromthe mninum/lot area requirenent of
Subtitle U, Section 301.5(b), to allow an additional
dwel ling unit in an existing three-unit apartment house.

It's located in the RF-1 zone at 1332 Harvard Street,
Nor t hwest, Square 2855, Lot 66. This hearing began on
July 23rd, and was continued to Septenber 24th, and
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concl uded on Cctober 22nd.

The deci sion neeting on Cctober 29th was
post poned. And participating are Chairman HIIl, Vice
Chair Bl ake, and Chairman Hood.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay, great. So, | know that
there is some continued -- | know that the Board is trying
to figure this out alittle bit still. And we haven't
gotten to a place, because | know that | also amwaiting
to kind of figure out what | think of this. And | know
that there are other nenbers that feel the sane way.

So, | would l'ike to postpone this for another
week in ternms of the decision. And, hopefully by that
time, we can all figure out what we want to tal k about.

That woul d be the 19th? Yeah, next week's
the 19th. That's just before Thanksgiving. So, let's
definitely try to get this done, right?

So, and hopeful ly, Chairman Hood, are you
available? W can do it just -- we're doing it at the
begi nning of the day anyway. Can you cone in the
mor ni ng?

ZC CHAIR HOCD: | have a -- on the 19th | have
a funeral service to go to. So, you can either do it
early -- no, probably late. It'Il probably be later.

"1l be back later. | should be back |ater.

BZA CHAIR HILL: That's fine. That's fine.
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How | ate do you need on the 19th?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: It should be over -- if you
all are still around, it should be over by -- | should
be back by 1:00.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Gkay. Madam Secretary, do
you know what our 19th is looking |ike? Does it |ook
like -- well, we'll probably be past after |unch, |
think. It's the day before the Thanksgi vi ng one.

MS. MEHLERT: Yeah. There's seven hearing
cases, including two with party status or party status
requests.

BZA CHAIR HILL: On, yeah. W're going to
be here, then, late. So, Chairman Hood, | nean, you
just let us know when you think you mght be able to
cone back and we'll do these two decisions or at |east
this one. And then, we're going to tal k about the next
one whenever you get back.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: | can always do a proxy,
because one of mnmy other colleagues will be there. So,
you'l | have a quorum

BZA CHAIR HILL: No, that's true. But I'd
still like to actually have a discussion, if that's okay.

If you're avail able.
ZC CHAIR HOOD: Yeah, yeah. 1'mgoing to try

to -- we'll work it out. Ckay.
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BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, great. Al right.
So, we'll do this decision nowin the afternoon of the
19t h.

And, Madam Secretary, you may call the next
one.

MS. MEHLERT: Next is Application Nunber
21307 of Henry Tamand Lan Tran. This is a
self-certified application pursuant to Subtitle X
Section 901.2, for a special exception under Subtitle
U Section 320.2, to allow the conversion of an existing
residential building to a three-unit apartment house,
pursuant to Subtitle X, Section 1002 for an area variance
fromthe mninumlot area requirenment of Subtitle U,
Section 320.2(c), to allow conversion to an apartnent
house use with |l ess than 900 square feet of |and area
per each existing and new unit.

And, pursuant to Subtitle X, Section 901.2
for a special exception under Subtitle C, Section 703.2
fromthe mninmumvehicle requirements of Subtitle C
Section 701.5. This is a conversion of an existing
residential building to a three-unit apartment house.

It's located in the RF-1 zone at 725 Hobart Pl ace,

Nor t hwest, Square 2888, Lot 197.

This hearing al so began on July 23rd, and

concl uded on Cctober 22nd. The deci sion on Qctober
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29t h, was postponed. And participating are Chairman
Hll, Vice Chair Blake, and Chairnan Hood.

BZA CHAIR HILL: GCkay. As | just nentioned,
this one again is the discussion about the 900 square
foot rule. And | think that we need another week to
come to sone concl usi on. And so I'd like to postpone
this until next week. And Chairman Hood said he coul d
come back in the afternoon. So, we'll go ahead and
postpone this until the afternoon for a decision.

And then, that's it for that one. | guess
you can call our next case. O, our next item of
busi ness, sorry.

MS. MEHLERT: Next, still on the Board's
nmeeting session, is Application Nunber 19475-A of
Washi ngton DC 2601 Virginia Owmer, LLC. This is a
request pursuant to Subtitle Y, Section 703 for a
modi fication w thout hearing of the Order Approving
Application Number 19475 to create eight additional
dwelling units on the second floor and rel ocate the
residential anmenity space to the ground floor in place
of retail use.

It's located in the MJF2 zone at 2601 Virginia
Avenue, Northwest, Square 6, Lot 42. And, as a
prelimnary matter, there is a request fromANC 2A to

post pone the Board's consideration of this case.
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BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, great. Thank you.
So, | had a chance to | ook at the request for the
post ponement, as well as, the nodification. And,
unfortunately, | think that the request that the ANC
has nmade, really kind of speak to issues that aren't
necessarily zoning related for us. Meaning, they're
speaki ng about the retail and that we cannot really nake
themdo retail the way they, you know, the way they want
the retail to be, | guess, is kind of how I'm sayi ng.

And | think that the parties should continue
tal king in discussions. | mean, you know, it's the
property owner and the ANC, so they want to have a good
relationship with the ANC

So, | hope that they do continue to have
di scussions. But | also think that, |ike, you know,
they're asking it for it to be out until February. And
| think that's kind of an unreasonable tine for that
l ength fromnow we're in Novenber.

And then the other is that had we tried to
get it for a hearing, even with our requirenents, it
woul d have pushed themout into the holiday, which then
woul d have pushed theminto January. And | think that
the nodification is relatively clear in terns of what
they're asking for. And it does have the -- and | would

agree with the analysis the Ofice of Planning had put
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f orward

So, basically, though, that's where ny
t houghts are on the postponenent. And then we can al so
tal k about the nodification. But do you all agree with
what |'mputting forward, to have this discussion today
and for those reasons?

And may | ask your thoughts, M. Bl ake?

VI CE CHAIR BLAKE: Yeah, M. Chair, | agree
with you. | think you really articulated the matter
head on, spot on. This nodification is appropriate for
the consent calendar. And it doesn't require any
modi fications or the relief requested to the conditions
or approval. And, as you said, the option we have in
front of us is to, you know, deny, approve, ask for nore
information, or open it up for a public hearing.

And | don't think that -- | don't believe that
any -- the inpact that we have will not be better
understood with public testinmony. | think we can digest
It and assess it here.

And, again, the concerns that | believe are
at the root, which were in the record to sone extent,
are beyond the purview, we are dealing wth retail, which
I's beyond the purview of the Board. So, | think we
should go on and hear it now.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you. Chairman Hood?
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ZC CHAIR HOOD: | would agree with both of
you. W don't want -- and | always say, we don't want
to put people on promsed [and. And, again, as you
mentioned, M. Chairman, it's not in our jurisdiction.

And | think what -- the request in front of us, | think
we can grapple with that. Their issues, they can work
that out. But | think we can deal with what's in front
of us today. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you. Al right.

Ckay. So, I'mgoing to go ahead and nmake a notion to
deny the request for a postponenent and ask for a second.

M. Bl ake?

VI CE CHAI R BLAKE: Second.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: A notion been made and
seconded. Madam Secretary, you can take a roll call
pl ease?

MS. MEHLERT: Please respond to the Chair's
notion to deny the ANC s post ponenment request.

Chairman H Il ?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes.

MS5. MEHLERT: Vice Chair Bl ake?

VI CE CHAI R BLAKE: Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Chairnan Hood?

ZC CHAI R HOOD:  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Staff will record the vote is
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three to zero to two, to deny the ANC s post ponenent
request on Application 19475-A.
BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. Thank you. So, now

| -- give ne a second here. Can you all give nme one

second? [I'Il be right back. Thank you.
|'msorry. Thanks. Yeah, | nade an error
when | was | ooking through this. | quoted the OP report.

And | had been reading their request and why they were
requesting for the nodification. And | was thinking
| was confortable noving forward.

But I'd rather have an OP report. And so |'m
going to ask the Secretary to reach out to the Ofice
of Planning and see what is going on with that. And
then we can either do this later in the day or we'll
see if we have to push it off.

I'mjust |ooking at ny fellow Board Menbers
I f you have anything to say? But, not seeing you raising
your hands, |'mgoing to assune that we can nove forward
with that.

So, Madam Secretary, did you hear all that?

MS. MEHLERT: Yes, | did.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, great. So, we're
going to put that at the end of the day or maybe not.
Let's see where we are. And you can call our next item

of business, please.
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MS. MEHLERT: Yes. This is returning back
to the Board's neeting session, Application Nunber
19475- A of Washi ngton DC 2601 Virginia Ower, LLC

This is a request pursuant to Subtitle Y,
Section 703 for a nodification wthout hearing of the
order approving Application Nunber 19475, to create
ei ght additional dwelling units on the second floor and
rel ocate the residential anenity space to the ground
floor in place of retail use.

This is located in the MJ2 zone at 2601
Virginia Avenue, Northwest, Square 6, Lot 42. And OP
did submt a report in Exhibit 9 in the record.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Gkay. Thank you. Just to
rem nd the Board, we started the day with this. And
we spoke about the postponenent request fromthe ANC
and spoke about how we didn't think that the request
was necessarily germane to what we would be able to do.

And also, that it was not really going to be
easy to postpone it, because we wouldn't be able to cone
back. February seened a little bit unreasonable and
had we done the time for a postponenent, it would have
ki cked us into the holidays and woul d have gone into
January.

And, as | said before, | didn't think that

what they were concerned about is sonething that would

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

12

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© o0 N o o A W N P

N T N O I T N T S T e e e A S S R T
oo A W N P O © 00 N oo o M W DN+ O

have been within our purview regardless. And so, we

voted to deny the postponenent request.

So, | just wanted to kind of sumthat up again.

Then, the other was that | was unclear as to the feedback

that we were to oversee fromthe Ofice of Planning.
There is now a report in the Ofice of Planning that
outlines why they are supporting this nodification.
And so, | would agree with that outline.

There's been put forward by the O fice of
Pl anni ng concerning all of the different thoughts that
they had on this nodification. Also, | would nmention
that there were sone conditions to the original order
whi ch can be referenced in this order, because | think
the conditions remain the sane.

So, I will be voting in favor of this
modi fication. And | wanted to see what ny fell ow Board
Menbers had to say, starting wth you, M. Blake?

VICE CHAIR BLAKE: Sure. M. Chair, | think
I'min favor of the nodification. | think the change
in plans represents relatively nodest increase in the
unit count. And the reconfiguration of the space nakes
use of a retail space on the ground floor that's been
vacant for five years. And we know in this environnment
that is a very realistic activity.

So, there will be sone, just in fact, there
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wll still be some retail use on the first floor. So,
| believe that the Applicant -- I'mconfortable in
supporting the nodification.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Thank you. Chairnman Hood?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: I, too, M. Chairman, and |'m
confortable in supporting the nodification. | think
the update of the Ofice of Planning' s report, which
was just submtted, | think helps nme really get over
the hurdle. And I will be voting to support of this
application.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Thank you. Al right. [I'm
going to nmake a notion then to approve Application
19475- A as captioned and read by the Secretary, and ask
for a second. M. Bl ake?

VI CE CHAI R BLAKE: Second.

BZA CHAIR HILL: A notion been nade and
seconded. Madam Secretary, take a roll call, please?

M5. MEHLERT: Please respond to the Chair's
notion to approve the application. Chairman HII?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Vice Chair Bl ake?

VI CE CHAI R BLAKE: Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Chairnman Hood?

ZC CHAIR HOOD:  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Staff will record the vote as
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three to zero to two, to approve Application Nunber

19475-A on the notion made by Chairman Hill and seconded

by Vice Chair Bl ake.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, great. Thank you.
Madam Secretary, do we have anything el se before the
Board today?

MS. MEHLERT: There is nothing else.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. Well, you all have

a lovely day and I'lI|l see you the next time | see you.

W' re adj our ned.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Have a great day. Good job.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Bye-bye. Thank you, you,
as well.
(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went

off the record at 9:45 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript was
duly recorded and accurately transcribed under mny
direction; further, that said transcript is a true and
accurate record of the proceedings; and that | am neither
counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any of the
parties to this action in which this matter was taken;
and further that I amnot a relative nor an enpl oyee

of any of the parties nor counsel enployed by the
parties, and | amnot financially or otherw se

interested in the outconme of the action.

Shrest a Bel ede
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