GOVERNVENT
OF
THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A

+ 4+ + + +

ZONI NG COW SSI ON

+ 4+ + + +

PUBLI C HEARI NG
+ 4+ + + +

IN THE MATTER OF:

O fice of Planning' s text . Case No.
amendnent to Subtitle C for : 20-15
the G een Area Ratio :

Requi renents for Landscape

Expert Requirenents

Monday,
November 2, 2020

Vi deo Tel econf erence

The Public Hearing of Case No. 20-15 by the
District of Colunbia Zoning Comm ssion convened at 4:00
p.m, Anthony J. Hood, Chairman, presiding.

ZONI NG COW SSI ON MEMBERS PRESENT:

ANTHONY J. HOOD, Chairperson

ROBERT M LLER, Vi ce Chairperson

M CHAEL G TURNBULL, FAI A, Conmi ssioner
(ACQ)

PETER G MAY, Comm ssioner (NPS)

PETER SHAPI RO, Commi ssi oner

OFFI CE OF ZONI NG STAFF PRESENT:
SHARON S. SCHELLI N, Secretary
PAUL YOUNG, Zoni ng Data Speci ali st

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




OFFI CE OF PLANNI NG STAFF PRESENT:
ELI SA VI TALE

The transcript constitutes the mnutes from
the Public Hearing held on Novenber 2, 2020.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PROGCEEDI-NGS
4:00 p. m

CHAI RVAN  HOOD: Good afternoon I|adies and
gent | enen. Today's date is Novenber 2, 2020. W are
convened and broadcasting this public heari ng by
vi deoconf er enci ng.

My nane is Anthony Hood. Joining ne are Vice-
Chair MIller, M. Shapiro, Conmm ssioner May, and soon-to-be
Comm ssioner Turnbull. W're also joined by the Ofice of
Zoning Staff Ms. Sharon Schellin, as well as the Ofice of
Zoning Staff who's handling all of our virtual operations,
M. Paul Young. | would ask all the others to introduce
t hensel ves at the appropriate tine.

Copies of today's virtual public notice are
available on the Ofice of Zoning's website. Toni ght's
zoning case is 20-15. It is the Ofice of Planning' s text
anendnent to Subtitle Cto the G een Area Rati o Requirenents
for Landscape Expert Requirenents.

Pl ease be advised this proceeding is being
recorded by a court reporter. |It's also webcast Iive, WDbEKX,
and YouTube live. The video will be available on the Ofice
of Zoning's website after the hearing.

Accordingly, all those listening on WbEx or
attendi ng by phone will be nuted during the hearing, and

t hose who have signed up to testify wll be unnmuted at the
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appropriate tine. |In all cases, we ask that you sign up in
advance, so that you are sworn in. |If you have not signed
up, please contact the staff on the hotline nunber, which
w ll be given out shortly.

When speaking, please state your nane and hone
address before providing your testinony. When you are
fini shed speaking, please nute your audio, so that your
m crophone i s no | onger picking up sound or background noi se.

I f you experience any technical difficulty or any
probl ens during these proceedings, or have not signed up,
then please call our Ofice of Zoning hotline nunber, at
202-727-5471, and the Ofice of Zoning Staff will assist you.

If you wish to file witten testinony or
addi ti onal supporting docunents during the hearing, then
pl ease be prepared to describe, as we have not had tine to
di scuss your testinony. Please present it in your testinony.

This hearing will be conducted i n accordance with

the provisions of 11Z DCVR Chapter 5, as follows.

Prelimnary matters. W will have the
presentati on. In this case, it wll be by the Ofice of
Pl anni ng. Report of other governnent agencies, report of
ANC -- this is cityw de. Testi nony organi zations, five

m nutes; and individuals, three mnutes, respectively. And
we'll hear it inthe order fromthose i n support, opposition,

or undecl ar ed.
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Wi | e t he Conmi ssion reserves the right to change
the tinme limts for presentations, if necessary, it intends
to adhere tothetine limts as strictly as possible, and no
time shall be ceded.

Agai n, any issues, please call the OZ hotline
nunber at 202-727-5471.

At this tinme, the Commssion wll consider any
prelimnary matters. Does the Staff have any prelimnary
matters?

M5. SCHELLIN: No prelimnary matters.

CHAI RVAN HOCD: Ckay. W wll turn it over, |
believe, to Ms. Vitale, Vitale. |I'mgoing to get that right
eventual |l y.

And we're also joined by OAG and others at the
O fice of Planning, and just for the record. So, Ms. Vitale,
you may begi n.

MS. VI TALE: Good afternoon, M. Chair and nmenbers
of the Commi ssion. Elisa Vitale, with the Ofice of
Pl anni ng, for case 20-15.

On July 27th, the Comm ssion set down a text
anendnent to the green area ratio provisions in Subtitle C
that recognize the District of Colunbia' s certification of
| andscape architects, and provided a one-year grace period
to allow |landscape architects registered in Virginia and

Maryl and to obtain DC certification.
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OP, OAG DOEE and DCRA wor ked together to draft

this proposed text. It has been refined slightly since
shut down, al though there were no substantive changes nade.

The DCRA licensing board and the DC Board of
Architecture, Interior Design and Landscape Architecture al so
revi ewed the proposed text.

W recommend that the Conm ssion approve the
proposed text anendnent (audio interference) Chapter 6, and
this concludes ny report. |'"'m available to answer any
questions. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HOQOD: Thank you, Ms. Vitale, for your
report. Let's see if we have any questions or conmments.
Comm ssi oner May? Conmm ssi oner Shapi ro? Comm ssi oner
Turnbull? And Vice-Chair Mller?

Ckay. Al | right, I think it's pretty
straightforward, but I don't know why | al ways have to be the
only one to ask a question on this kind of stuff, but | do.
Thi s goes beyond this case. Shall we do sonething like this
for architects?

M5. VITALE: | believe the architect certification
already exists for the D strict. So, | think this text
anendnent is really specific to a nore recent certification
for |l andscape architects in the District of Col unbia.

CHAI RVAN HOQOD: Ckay. So, | realize that. But

| know a lot of tines when we |ook -- |'m probably reading
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nore into it. | think this is pretty straightforward. I
just was wondering, a lot of times when we ask, are you
licensed in the District, when we get the architects, naybe

that's a whole different ball gane, so | was just wonderi ng.

Let nme ask, what -- I'mnot really sure, and |
really just read the report. Wat are we really trying to
achi eve? | understand we want themto be certified, and |

appreciate DOE bringing that to our attention and everybody
who did this.

But what if there's sonmewhere else? | nean, IS
It just germane to Maryland and Virginia? O what if they're
I n Philadel phia? So, I'"'mjust throw ng this out here.

And we t hought about that, or do we know t hat that
won't happen?

MS. VITALE: | believe in this instance, that the
DOEE, the GAR recommendation was -- there are a range of
certifications that are covered, including the Maryl and and
Virginia ones specifically, this proposal at the D strict of
Col unbi a.

DCEE and DCRA did not recomend that there were
other states that should be included in this, so | don't

believe that that's an i ssue.

CHAI RVAN  HOOD: Ckay. Al right, I"msure all
that was thrown out. | just threwthat out there. As | was
reading through it and | was thinking, okay, well are we
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| eavi ng anything out, but I'mnot going to nake a bi g deal

of it. Comm ssioner My?

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Yeah, M. Chairman, | just
wanted to clarify. | mean, the reason, | think, if |
understand this -- and maybe Ms. Vitale could correct ne if
I'"'m wong -- but the reason for this is that |andscape

architects are one of the categories of people who can sign
off on a GAR certification that does not cone through the
Zoning Comm ssion or anything like that. It's just the
regul ar GAR checklist and form and all that sort of stuff.

And we're looking to assure that there's sone
m ni mrum| evel of expertise on the part of those who are doi ng
those fornms. So, it's not just | andscape architects who can
do it, but I think there was a list of horticulturists and
ot her credential ed professionals who understand the GAR and
howit works, and that they are signing off onit and putting
their own sort of professional stanp onit, if youwll. Not
an actual stanp, but just --

And so, it's different from architects because
there isn't -- | nean, there are requirenents for certain
types of subm ssions to DCRA to be stanped or certified by
engineers or architects, but that's not really related to
zoning. GAR is the zoning thing.

CHAI RVAN  HOCD: Ckay. Comm ssi oner Turnbul | ?

You' re on mute.
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COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: | think al so, |'mnot sure

that |andscape -- to be a licensed, certified |andscape
architect in DC, | don't think that was required in years
past. | don't think that was a big issue for us. | don't

think that cane up. Having a |license was not necessary, |
think, to do things.

So, | think it's just the next step. Qur
requi renent for an architect to be an expert w tness before
us has always been, if you're a licensed architect -- and
we' ve accepted Maryland, Virginia, DC, | think we've had a
coupl e of architects fromNew York that have been presenti ng,
whi ch we' ve accepted as certified experts -- so licensing a
| andscape architect, to ne, is fine.

| mean, that neans that they can then get expert
status for us when they cone before us on the Zoning
Comm ssion, which I don't think before we've had that. |

don't think that was a requirenent.

But | think it's just an extra feather in their
hat to have that. So, I'mglad to see it.

CHAI RVAN  HOOD: Ckay. | appreciate it. I
appreciate the discussion. So, any other questions or
comnment s?

Yeah, |'m actually glad to see it as well. I

woul d agree with your comments, M. Turnbull

kay, let's go to reports of other governnent
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agencies. | think Ms. Vital e has already nentioned that they
have been working in coll aboration with OAG DOEE, O fice of
Pl anning, and |I'm not sure what else there was, but | think
that was also noted in the report. And | didn't see any
ot her governnent agencies responding in the file.

Ckay, reports of any ANCs? | didn't see any in
the file as well. So, Ms. Schellin, do we have anybody here
to testify?

VB. SCHELLI N: No, sir. No one (audio
I nterference).

CHAI RVAN  HOCD: Ckay. So, This, | think, 1is
pretty straightforward. Conm ssioners, you have your quest
before us. Let nme know how you would |like to proceed. Let
me see who's unnuted. Nobody's unnuted, so -- did sonebody
unnmute? M. Turnbul |.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Al right, by default.
M. Chair, | would nove that we approve Zoning Case 20-15,
the O fice of Planning Text Anmendnent to Subtitle C from
Green Area Ratio Requirenents for Certified Landscape Expert
Requi renents, and ask for a second.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO. Second.

CHAI RVAN HOQOD: Al right, it's been noved and
properly seconded. Moved by M. Turnbull and seconded by
Comm ssi oner Shapiro. Any further discussion? Conm ssioner

May ?
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Ckay. Not seeing any further discussion, M.
Schellin, would you please do a roll call vote, please.

M5. SCHELLIN: Yes. Conm ssioner Turnbull?

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Yes.

M5. SCHELLIN:  Comm ssi oner Shapiro?

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Yes.

M5. SCHELLIN: Commi ssi oner Hood.

CHAI RVAN HOCOD:  Yes.

MS5. SCHELLIN:  Conm ssi oner May?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yes.

M5. SCHELLIN: Conmmi ssioner MIler?

VICE CHAIR M LLER:  Yes.

M5. SCHELLI N: The vote is 5-0-0 to approve

proposed action,
CHAI RVAN HOOD: |
t hat

the work t hey' ve done,

col | eagues on this. | think
credenti al s,
requi r ed. And |
OAG all who worked on this.

If 1

| left out as well. M. Schell

M5. SCHELLIN.  No,
CHAI RVAN HOCD:  So,
neeting i s Novenber -- hearing,

especially in D strict

appreciate DDOE, O fice of Planning,

| eft anyone out,

Zoni ng Conm ssion Case No. 20-15.

want to thank everyone for al

and | would agree with ny

this is good to have those
of Col unbi a, which was

and

we appreci ate whoever el se
in, do we have anything el se?
sir.

t he Zoni ng Comm ssi on's next

|"msorry -- is Novenber 9t h,
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and the Zoning Commssion wll hear Case No. 66-68A,

Enterprise for Community Devel opnment and Corporation,
Modi fication of Significance for a Large-Scal e Pl anni ng and
Devel opnent for Edgewood Commons. And that will be this
com ng Mnday at 4:00 p.m Anything el se? Any ot her
comrents, Comm sSioners?

Not hearing any, | want to thank everyone for your
participation tonight in this hearing, and we appreciation
the Ofice of Planning's report. And this hearing is
adj our ned.

(Wher eupon t he above-entitled matter went off the

record at 4:13 p.m)
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