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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
3:59 p.m

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Good afternoon, | adies and
gentl enen. W are convened and broadcasting this public
heari ng by video conference.

My nanme is Anthony Hood. Joining ne this
evening are Vice Chair MIller, Conm ssioner Shapiro,
Comm ssi oner May, and Comm ssioner Turnbull. W also have
fromthe Ofice of Zoning Staff, M. Sharon Schellin, as
well as M. Paul Young, who wll be handling all of our
virtual operations.

A copy of today's virtual public hearing,

notices are available on the Ofice of Zoning' s website.
Pl ease be advised that this proceeding is being recorded
by a court reporter, and is al so Webcast |ive, including
WebEx and YouTube Live. The video will be avail able on
the Ofice of Zoning's website after the hearing.

Accordingly, all those listening in WbEx or by
phone will be nmuted during the hearing until the
appropriate tine. Please state your nanme and hone address
before providing all testinobny on your presentation.

When you are finished speaking, please mute
your audi o, so that your m crophone is no |onger picking
up sound or background noise. |If you experience
difficulty accessing WebEx or with your telephone call
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in, then please call our OZ hotline nunber at 202-727-5471
to sign up or to receive WebEx log in or call in
I nstructions.

Al l persons planning to testify, either in
favor, opposition, or undeclared, in this virtual hearing,
we encourage you to sign up in advance. At the tinme of
the sign up all participants conplete the oath of
affirmation required by Subtitle Z, Section 408.7.

If you wish to file witten testinony, or
addi ti onal supporting docunents during the hearing, please
be prepared to describe and discuss it at the tine of your
testinony, as we have not had tine to revi ew t hat
subm ssi on

The hearing will be conducted in accordance
Wi th provisions of 11Z DCVR, Chapter 4 as foll ows:
Prelimnary Matters, Applicant's Case, Report of Ofice of
Pl anning and District Departnent of Transportation, Report
of Ot her Governnent Agencies, Report of the ANC. Reports
of the ANC and testinony of organizations will be five
m nutes, and individuals will be three m nutes, and we'll
hear in the order fromthose in support, opposition, and
undecl ared. And then, we'll have rebuttal and cl osing by
t he applicant.

Wil e the Conmi ssion reserves the right to
change the time limts of presentations if necessary it
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notes to adhere to the tine [imts as strictly as
possi ble, ad no tine shall be ceded.

Again, the OZ hotline nunber is 202-727-5471
for any outstanding issues during this hearing.

Agai n, today's date is July 20, 2020. W have
Zoni ng Conm ssion Case No. 12-01C, this is the Catholic
Uni versity Plan Anendnent and further processing for a new
dorm

At this tinme, the Comm ssion will consider any
prelimnary matters. Does the staff have any prelimnary
matters?

M5. SCHELLIN: The first thing is at Exhibit 6
t he applicant requests a waiver of the requirenments for
notari zed affidavits and posting of nmintenance due to the
COvVID, it's been difficult to get out and find a notary.
So, they'd ask that the Conm ssion accept their
affirmati on that was done, that the property was posted,
and that maintenance has been done with the signs.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. Commi ssion, you heard
the request. Any objections? Ckay. | see heads noddi ng
no, so no objection, M. Schellin.

Anyt hi ng el se?

M5. SCHELLIN. Okay. And, there's one
prof fered expert witness, Matthew Bell. He's previously
been accepted as an expert in architecture. And so, we'd
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ask the Comm ssion Chair accept himin this case as an
expert in architecture.

CHAI RMVAN HOOD:  Any obj ections to our
conti nuance of M. Bell being an expert in architecture?
kay. So, | think we are good on that as well.

M5. SCHELLIN. Ckay. And then, we have
presenting this evening Allison Prince and/ or Meghan
Hottel - Cox, and the applicant's w tness, Debra Naut a-
Rodri guez fromthe Catholic University, wish to bring
t hose peopl e forward.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay, if all those could up,
and we will -- Ms. Hottel -Cox or Ms. Prince, whonever is
going to present, you may begin. The floor is yours.

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes. And, |I'mnot sure how nuch
time they need. Maybe they could tell us once they cone

on, either Ms. Hottel-Cox or Ms. Prince when they cone

f orward.

M5. PRINCE: Hi, Allison Prince. Can you hear
me?

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Yes, we can hear you, M.
Prince.

M5. PRINCE: Terrific. W only need about ten
m nut es.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. Let nme ask a question
that |1've learned fromthe BZA. 1Is it that you choose not
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to be seen, or you want to just use voice, it's up to you,

no problem | just want to nmake sure.
M5. PRINCE: You get to see ne. |'mtrying,
it's not ny video, can you still not see ne?

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Yes, can you --

M5. PRINCE: It's a little dark here.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Ckay.

MS. PRINCE: Can you see ne now?

CHAI RMAN HOOD: We can see you now. You hay
begi n.

MS. PRINCE: Excellent. 1t's excellent, what
an advent ure.

Good afternoon, Chairmn Hood, and Menbers of
the Commssion. |I'mAllison Prince, with Goul ston and
Storrs, and |I'm here today on behalf of the Catholic
Uni versity of Anerica.

| am here with Megan Hottel - Cox with Goul ston,
Debra Naut a- Rodriguez with Catholic University, and Mtt
Bel | of Perkins Eastman, to request special exception
relief for further processing under a Catholic Canpus Pl an
to approve a new residence hall in the northeastern corner
of the main canpus.

The application also involves a revision to the
Campus Pl an, the approved Canmpus Pl an showed a residence
hall that's slightly smaller. Also, the footprints of --
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t he conceptual footprints shown of the canpus -- of the
residence hall in the Canpus Pl an placed the chapel at the
sout hern end of the building, and Perkins Eastman has
shifted the chapel to the m dpoint of the building.

The building is well within old zoning limts.
In fact, the overall canpus FAR after the construction of
this building is only a .27. The plan allows a total FAR
of .39. The residence hall will replace parking,
furthering the effort to bring the canpus, the University
has nade great strides in reducing the anount of parking
on the canpus since the tinme of approval of the Canpus
Plan. The current parking count is only 1,696 spaces
after assum ng the construction of this building. It was
over 1,900 spaces just in 2012.

This is the second new building that's been
presented to the Comm ssion. Since the approval of the
2012 pl an, you recently considered and approved the new
di ning hall which is now under construction.

The ANC supports the application and voted to
do so last nonth. They said that their |letter was going
to be submtted into the record | ast week, it does not
seemto have made it.

The University enjoys a high | evel of
col l aboration with the community, due to a regular neeting
process that was established in the Canpus Pl an order.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

If the Comm ssion has no questions, I'd like to
proceed with the testinony of Debra Nauta-Rodriguez.

MS. NAUTA- RODRI GUEZ: So, that was no
questions, | presune.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: W'l save all of our questions
to the end.

M5. NAUTA- RODRI GUEZ: Ckay. Good afternoon.

My nanme, as Allison introduced ne, is Debra Nauta-
Rodriguez. |'mthe Associate Vice President for Planning,
for Facilities Planning and Managenent, at the University,
as well as the University architect, naking nme responsible
for all planning, design, construction, environnental

heal th and safety, risk managenment, sustainability,

mai nt enance, operations, and custodi al .

' mcoming up on nmy two-year anniversary next
week. | canme to the Catholic University of America after
28 years at the Smithsonian. W're in the public process
in the Federal arena is a little bit different, and
doesn't nornmally touch on zoning, but the underlining
princi ples of planning, building nass, and desi gn and
comruni ty engagenent, are all just as rel evant.

A few notes about our recent situation in the
pandemi c. The University submtted its reopening plan for
the District on June 30th. W' ve had discussions with
both the Departnent of Health and the Mayor, and subm tted
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a few m nor anendnents. And, we expect that we w |
recei ve the approval of the Departnment of Health shortly.

| wanted to give you just a little bit of
background on the broader concepts of the 2012 Master
Pl an, which is about taking care of what we have, and
preparing for our future.

Aligning wth the University's strategic plan
goal s, the Master Plan established planning principles
that, one, reflects the University's Catholic m ssion and
val ues, two, strengthen academ c excellence, three, foster
a coll egi ate atnosphere and vi brant experience, and, four,
create a nore cohesive canpus. There's great val ue placed
on both facility, stewardship, as well as environnental
sustainability, and we are balancing growh with a
conti nued enphasis on reduci ng our backl og of deferred
repai r and mai nt enance.

As Pope Francis is unthinkable w thout the sea,
cal |l ed upon humanity, to better care for our conmon hone,
so, too, is the University commtted to doing its part in
caring for the earth and our environnent.

Presi dent Garvey signed the updated coll ege and
university Sustainability Pledge |ast spring. W have an
Assistant Director of Canpus Facilities and sustainability
who just conpleted a final draft of the Canpus
Sustainability Plan. W are in the process of preparing
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It for website publication. She's our point of contact
wth the Consortiumof D.C Universities, and was actively
I nvol ved with the discussions earlier this year with DoEE
regardi ng the Buil ding Energy Perfornmance Program for
Canpuses, in response to the District's Cl ean Energy Act.

The University has a robust G een C eaning and
Recycling Program and we offset 100 percent of our
energi es through the purchase of renewable energy credits.
This project, the Residence hall, targets LEED Sil ver
Certification, and will be connected to the Canpus Central
Energy Pl ant for heating and cool i ng.

And, as we inplenment our Master Plan, we are
al so consolidating parking areas and renovi ng surface
| ots, and continuing to green the canpus.

In May, 2019, we filed our nost recent
Transportati on Denand Managenent Monitoring Report with
DDOT, in conpliance with our zoning orders and
commitnents. They recently agreed to allow us to postpone
the 2020 TDM until the fall semester, because of the
shut down ki nd of skewing the count. And so, we are on
track to do that.

Overall, we are below all the maxi num
enrol I ments, faculty and adm ni stration parking caps that
were allowed, and we've addressed the other conditions of

t he zoni ng orders.
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12

So, the priority and need for this Residence
hall falls into the expansion and repl acenent of existing
resident facilities that was anticipated in the 2012
Canmpus Master Plan. Construction of this new Residence
hall will allow the University to inplenent a third year
requi renent for on-canpus housing. And, this, roughly,
350-bed facility will accommpbdate traditional style double
roons for first-year students.

It's located, as Allison nentioned, just east
of our newest building on canpus, which is OQpus Hall,
al ready over a decade old. That's our newest building on
canmpus, but this location allows us to strengthen the
edge al ong John McCornmack Road, at the farthest northeast
corner of main canpus. It allows us to renbve a surface
parking lot there, and create a student quadrangl e that
provi des areas for both the active and the contenplative.

The creation of this quadrangle term nates a
| ong di agonal axis through a variety of open spaces
proposed in the Master Plan, and preserves the view shed
for the basilica.

The smal |l chapel that's part of the new
resi dence hall and quadrangl e ensenble is given an
appropriate position, and the architectural character that
befits the both the architecture of the residence hall and
articul ates the presence of the chapel within the conpl ex.
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In terms of conmmunity outreach, we notified our
nei ghboring ANCs, and we net twice with ANC 5C. On the
dining hall they voiced their support, and we believe
their witten letter is inmnent.

That's all | have by way of introduction, and
Matt Bell, from Perkins Eastman, will provide the
narrative that goes along with the presentation that we
subm tted.

MR BELL: Very good, good afternoon. Could we
pop up the presentation we submtted? Oh, sonething is
happening, that's all good. Very good. | don't know if
you can go to full-screen node.

Yes. So, this is an imge of sone of the ol der
bui |l di ngs on Catholic U s canpus, and sonme of what we've
been trying to do. It's really to add to that outstanding
architectural |egacy that Catholic has with this new
resi dence hall

If you go to the next slide, please.

As Debra pointed out, the residence hall is
part of -- the I[ife of the residence hall began with the
Campus Pl an, and you can see here on these two di agrans
the relationship of this series of open spaces on the
center slide that connect back to this corner.

And, those if you who know this part of the
wor |l d, know that Taylor Street, as McCormck, is really
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the far edges of this canpus. And, what this building
does is, it marks the edge of the canpus. |t establishes
the difford interior, so the quadrangl e space is defined.
Hopeful |y, provide for a safe environnent in doing so,
continues to mark that edge al ong McCorm ck, and as Debra
menti oned, provides an access on the contenplative side,
di vided by sone public space in the building and the
chapel .

As you exit the space, of course, you wll see
| ong-di stance views of the shrine, and as the Canpus Pl an
is built up it will beconme nore and nore prominent. On
our end, termnating in the other direction is really
guadrangl e space. |It's not really any one building, it's
t he space of the quadrangle that becones the central
arrival at this edge of the Canpus, and the definition of
t hi s boundary.

Go to the next slide, please.

kay. So, this is rotated a little bit, but
you can see McCorm ck on the bottomhere, this is the
residence hall, the two wings here. You can see the sort
of contenpl ative space on the right-hand side |abel ed
Canpus open space that relates to this gathering space
outside. There is a |level change here between the two
spaces and an active space where, you know, college kids
will do things that college kids do, like throw frisbees
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and hang around and study, and do all sorts of infornmal
activities. So, the space is large enough to do that. It
defines the edge along McCorm ck, and it al so provides a
definition along Tayl or.

The principal entry will be fromthe quadrangle
cut. Security is very, very inportant, so people com ng
and going there's one principal entry into this building
fromthe quadrangle that will enter into the chapel space
as well as, eventually, lead to the two different w ngs of
the residence hall. So, this is a very sinple diagram of
defining open space, and we'll show you sone of the views
as we go al ong.

Next .

This is a viewas if comng fromthe nmain
canmpus, down one of the diagonal paths. You'll see the
articulation, roof line, and some of the architectural
el enents that we have used to enbellish those routes. As
you' Il see, the informal open space, students doing things
in that space that are of a nore informal nature. The
chapel defining the center, as Debra nentioned, opens to
all the nost recent buildings on the |eft side, and you
can see a little of the challenges of the grade, which is
navi gated by the chapel, which has a | ower side and an
uphill side, and sits, approxi mately, between the two
wi ngs of the different student populations will be housed.
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This is a view comng fromthere.

Next .

If you go all the way down the quadrangle, and
turn around and face back, the back is to the street, this
Is the view that you woul d have of the chapel sitting in
the center. You can see the two piers that mark the main
entry, the informal space on the left side of that, and
then the small contenplative will be exterior to the
chapel on the side, so it provides a little bit nore
privacy, and the University student popul ati on can use
that for a variety of activities, not the | east of which
m ght be outdoor religious services. But, this is the
uphill side of the quadrangle. And, you can see the
character of the architecture as it articulates around the
bui | di ng.

Next .

And then a little bit closer what sone of those
activities mght be into this outdoor space. This is the
| anguage of the chapel, and it's distinctly different in
scale fromthe | anguage of the residence hall.

Next .

And this area gives you a sense of the conplete
encl osure of the quadrangle space. It's really inportant,
and | want to underscore this, the University has a
buil di ng that defines the precincts of the University in
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this part of the world. MCormck is not a heavily
travel ed street. Eyes on the street down here will surely
| nprove security, but in a way it's also equally inportant
to the University that this building acts |ike an edge,
and very clearly the donmain of the University, and at the
sane tinme defines this sort of open space, which is really
one of the key benefits of the Canpus Plan, as it has been
shown by this design, wth the chapel in the m ddle there,
and the grade change.

Next sli de.

This gives you a sense of what the next slides
show, the two residential w ngs, the residence hall roons
on either side. One of the principle reasons why we
| ocated the chapel and sone of the public features of this
building is that it is equally accessible to the two
di fferent popul ations of the building, the male and the
femal e popul ation. So, now you cone to the center of the
bui | di ng, and you have equal access to the comunity
spaces as well as to the chapel space. And, the benefit
of that as well is that it defines the total definitely of
t he ki nds of outdoor spaces that you have at the
guadrangl e space. So, it sits in the center of the site
for that reason.

Next .

So, | just wanted to give you a sense about
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what it's |ike approaching fromthe other side. There was

some -- a lot of discussion about the |ocation of the
chapel. W believe its distinctive features of the
skyline and sone of the elenents of the building will do a

very fine job of helping to key the sense that there's an
open space beyond, and it's very inportant for the
bui | di ng.

We did have a video, but it doesn't play in
PDF, so we nade screen shots here so we can just sort of
click through these. So, as if you are wal ki ng down the
path it's framed by two existing buildings. You can
closer, the building starts to unfold and you can see nore
of the gable end, and nore of that space opening up.

Next .

You get a little bit closer, you start to see
the break in the building, and the other half of the
residence hall. And then, as you nove closer, you begin to
see the chapel unfolding, and the different kinds of
publi c spaces that are outside.

Next .

Al right, and then you can see, this is a
simlar view that we had before. W' ve taken the trees
out so you can understand the masting, but really the big
idea here is that it's defined space, and you are able to
follow the roof line all the way around and get the sense
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of the expansive this new quadrangle space. It wll be a
big benefit to the students and to the University.

One nore slide, please.

| al so wanted to show, we do have an expansive
pl an of the schene here, and we played very careful
attention to elenents of the roof |line to give the eye
sone interest, to give a sense of the viable depth down
there, because a |lot of the trees will be such that you
woul dn't see it, but now we see the elenents and t he roof
al ong the residence hall, and you'll be able to see them
And, it starts to indicate the space, and the inportant
buil ding in the distance.

And, that's what we have.

M5. PRINCE: | think ny mic is on again, it's
Al'lison Prince. That conpletes our presentation. |If you
have any questions, please go ahead and ask.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay, thank you all for your
presentation. Let nme have one quick one to start off with
Ms. Naut a- Rodri guez.

You nentioned, | think you said 5C -- did |
hear you right, you said 5C or 5A, ANC, you said ANC 5C |
t hi nk.

M5. NAUTA-RODRIGUEZ: | think | nmeant to say
5A. | may have said 5C. |'msorry.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Yes. Al right, it's al
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right. | just wanted to nake sure the record was cl ear.

M5. NAUTA- RODRI GUEZ: |'msorry, thank you for
correcting ne.

CHAI RMVAN HOOD: No problem because I'min 5C,
and | said okay. So, thank you.

Let's open it up for questions or comments. |
will -- let's go in our regular order.

Comm ssi oner May?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yes. Just a qui ck comment
or question. There were enbedded in the end of the Ofice
of Planning's report were sonme comments that had come from
DoEE, sone of which are, you know, kind of boilerplate
coments that we see frequently cone up.

But, there were specific suggestions about
i ncluding a green roof on the | ow section of the roof. Do
you have a response to that?

M5. NAUTA- RODRI GUEZ: Currently, the project
hasn't | ooked at that. W have -- we have a strong
commitnent to solar and green roofs throughout the canpus.
Sonme of residence halls already are part of the strategy
of green roofs and sol ar.

So, we are trying to work with a canpus-w de
strategy, rather than incorporate things building by
buil di ng, and we are still devel oping that campus-w de
strategy. So, we have not |ooked at the green roof
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suggestion for the residence hall here.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Okay. Well, | nean, that
was one of the things that really struck nme just | ooking
at the design, and then | read the Ofice of Planning
report, and it said that you' ve got this big chunk of flat
roof that's fairly |low, and between buil di ngs.

And so, it's likely to becone an unattractive
part of the building, and sonething that many of the
students are going to see on a regul ar basis, because
their w ndows | ook out over it.

And, putting a green roof there woul d,
certainly, be -- nmake the building nore attractive, in
addition to doing all the other good things that green
roof s do.

So, this seens to be a really sensible
suggestion, not a really hard decision to nake. |
understand that you are trying to do a city-wide -- | nean
a canpus-w de strategy, and | understand that, you know,
there are issues that go with this, you know, how you'l
maintain it and things |ike that.

But, | think it's inportant to be thinking
about something like this as you are designing the
bui | di ng and preparing for construction, rather than, you
know, waiting another six nonths or a year until you
figure out what your strategy is.
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So, | would just encourage you to do sonet hi ng
about this particular section of roof nore imedi ately, so
that the design teamcan incorporate it to the design.

And t hen, there was anot her conment about
encour agi ng solar, and | ooking at a roof there aren't a
| ot of easy opportunities, unless you want to put the
sol ar panels atop on the beautiful new slate roofs or
what ever, you know, great |ooking roofs that you are going
to build.

So, | nean, have you thought about how you can
put solar on to this building?

M5. NAUTA- RODRI GUEZ: It |l ooks like Matt wants
to say sonething. Go ahead.

MR BELL: Well, no. | was just going to say,
we haven't | ooked at it for these roof pitches for a | ot
of the reasons you cited there. A flat roof is a better
candi date, but they are very proninent right now, those
pi t ches.

COMM SSI ONER MAY:  Yes, but it's such a key
part of the design. And, you also don't really have a
great exposure, except in the one wing, the northern-nost
Wi ng. You can put solar on the south side of that
northern-nost wing, but it seens -- it wouldn't be a great
| ocation. Plus, it would really be a loss for the | ook
fromthe room
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It's a bit unfortunate. | do see, you know,
having a | ook at the canpus fromall sorts of angles,

I ncl udi ng, you know, looking at it in Google today, | see
you are putting a lot of solar on a nunber of other flat
roof s around the canpus, but not everywhere that you
could. So, | expect that you'll be doing nore of that
over tine.

M5. NAUTA- RODRI GUEZ: Well, we can certainly
ask our design teamto | ook at the green roof suggestion.
That mght be a little bit easier to incorporate the solar
for the reasons al ready nentioned.

COMM SSI ONER MAY:  Yes. (Ckay.

Ckay. | don't have any other questions or
comments, M. Chairnman.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: All right, thank you,

Commi ssi oner May.

Commi ssi oner Shapiro?

COMM SSI ONER SHAPIRG: | don't have any further
guestions or coments at this point, M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. Conmi ssioner Turnbul | ?

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: Thank you, M. Chair.

| would agree with Comm ssioner May's comments.
| nean, part of the problemw th adm nistering gothic
revival, | see M. Bell is smling, it's difficult to work
with in trying to do sone of the environnental facets that

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

24

we'd like to see in a canpus plan, |ike solar.

And, | guess what ny concern is, that when we
| ook at point buildings, and if you are comng to --
before the Conm ssion, the Zoning Conm ssion, |ooking at
poi nt buildings to get approval, we would hope that
sonewhere along the run we are fitting into understanding
t he Master Pl an.

Now, | understand that your Master Plan is
changing, but it's still -- | think Conm ssioner May was
getting at, if we |ook at point buildings wthout know ng
exactly what you are doing, and you suddenly wait until
the very end and say, well, this is how we are going to do
it. O, w'dlike to get, we are going to have to revise
the Master Pl an, because we can't do all of the things
that we think you' d like us to do.

So, | think I'd like you to think about, when
you proceed with these buildings, and com ng before us
wi th these buildings, that you' ve al ready, you' ve got the
Master Plan in hand, you' ve |ooked at it, and you are
going to address that in your presentation, as to sonebody
| i ke the DOE comments. | think that's very hel pful, and I
t hi nk Comm ssioner May hit a very good point.

The number of beds, 350 beds, how does that now
fit inwth your Master Plan's FTE's, or your upgrade,
where are you on the limts, and the max, or are you right
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at your goal ?

M5. NAUTA- RODRI GUEZ: W are, significantly,
belowit. Alison, did you have the count in the
application?

M5. PRINCE: |'m back. W are way, way bel ow
our maximumenrollnment. This is really an effort to
accommodat e as nmuch housi ng on canpus as possible, but we
are not -- we don't have a percentage housi ng requirenent
for our students, not a certain percentage of students to
be housed on canpus, but this will go a | ong way toward
accommodati ng as many students as possible. But again, we
are way -- we are not |ike sone of the other universities
that you see, where we are butting up agai nst our
enrol Il ment cap in any way.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Well, | didn't think
so, but | just wondered.

| guess, Ms. Prince, you' ve had some comrents,
you' ve had sonme ongoi ng di scussions with OAG with M.

Al essandro. And, the question cane up of the height.

MS. PRI NCE: Yes.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Your interpretation, he
doesn't feel you've got the sane interpretation as he
does, and OP hasn't really weighed in one way or another.

Do you want to touch on your viewpoint on where
you sit with the height requirenent?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26

M5. PRINCE: Sure, and | talked to Max as
recently as 3:00 today, so |I'mnot sure -- it may not be
totally correct, but the Zoni ng Regul ati ons were changed
In 2016, to increase the height limts in the R RF, and
RA zones for canpuses from40 to 50 feet. So, that woul d
be the height [imt if there's no setback.

The question is, in increasing that height
limt, was there an intention by this Conm ssion to
elimnate the potential to take advantage of the section
of the Regulations that allows a 90-foot height with
set backs. That section of the Regul ati ons has been in
effect since 1958. It was carried over to 2016. And, to
read the Regul ations as saying that we can no | onger take
advant age of that 90 foot height with setback woul d render
non- conform ng buil dings all over college canpuses in D.C

So, |, certainly, did not have the inpression
that it was the Comm ssion's intent, in giving us alittle
nore height for residentially zoned canpuses, but it was
the intention to elimnate the ability to exceed that
hei ght .

In fact, this Comm ssion in two recent cases
has approved buil di ngs that exceeded 50 foot height in a
residential zone. One is the hospital for Georgetown
Uni versity, the hospital adm ssion. Another is the
Sci ence Buil ding at AU
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So, unless there was an intention by this
Comm ssion to fundanental ly change the Regul ations, |
woul d urge you to keep interpreting themthe way they've
been interpreted since | started practicing in 1986
anyway.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Ckay, well, thank you
for that.

M. Chair, that's all | have.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Ckay, thank you.

Vice Chair MIller?

VICE CHAIR M LLER: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| don't really have any additional questions,

but appreciate the comentary between nmy col | eagues and

the Applicant's representatives. | support this Canpus
Pl an amendnent and further processing. | think it's an
attractive design. It fits in with the character of both

t he existing surroundi ng buil dings on canpus, and no
adverse inpacts on the surroundi ng nei ghbor hood.

And, | agree with Ms. Prince's interpretation
of the Regulations in ternms of the height, and naybe
nunber of stories as well. And, naybe we need to just
codify that, as | think our Counsel has advised, in a
future text anmendnent so that there's no question that
t hat additional height would be permitted, and there's no
adver se i npact.
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Well, | guess | have one question. So you've
elimnated surface parking, existing surface parking,
that's not very attractive and not very environnentally
friendly usually. How many spaces, though, are being
elimnated by the use of that vacant surface parking?

M5. PRINCE: It's ny understanding there are 47
spaces, and they will all be renoved. Two of the spaces
on that property wll be shifted slightly to a nearby
| ocation to start addi ng spaces. So, we are, basically,
elimnating all the spaces on the site.

VICE CHAIR M LLER. And, you have existing
capacity | assune for parking under the TDM pl ans just to
reduce the need for 45 or 40 sone parking spaces?

M5. PRINCE: Yes. The University's approach,
for those of you who were around in 2012, there was a
tremendous focus on parking in the nei ghborhood around the
canmpus. The University has taken that very, very
seriously. They've really nade fairly dranmatic progress
wi t hout, you know, adverse inpact on the conmunity. W
heard, absol utely, nothing about surface parking, and
really with a support of the canpus in a very profound
way .

VICE CHAIR M LLER. Ckay, thank you for that
response, and thank you for your presentation.

And, that's it, M. Chairnman, thank you.
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CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay. Thank you, Vice Chair
MIler.

| just have a few questions. M. Bell, you
mentioned in your presentation that nost of the traffic --
well, no, you didn't say traffic, | guess you were saying
student pedestrian traffic. But, John McCormck Drive is
on the other side, the north side of where this project
iIs, | believe, is headed towards Fort Totten Trash
Transfer Station.

And, this may, |'mnot sure who it goes to, M.
Prince, so maybe it's not appropriate for M. Bell. But,
through all of this analysis that has been on this site,
was that taken into consideration as well? | probably can
answer the question nyself.

MR, BELL: [|'mnot quite sure. You know, there
is a street frontage there, but the principal issue for us
is to make a building that addresses the street frontage
in a nice way, because it will be very visible both from
John McCorm ck, and also fromthe Metro |line that runs
al ong there.

So, the building has a very inportant face that
way, but the principal entry is on the quadrangl e side.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. So, nost of the
interaction dealing with that building will be on the
other side, it won't be on the John McCormack side, on the
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gquadr angl e si de.
MR, BELL: Yes.
CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Ckay.
MR BELL: Thankfully so it's not a nei ghbor
| Ssue.
CHAI RVAN HOOD:  All right, let ne ask you this

The DuFour Center, if |I'mgoing dow to this Center,

woul dn't | wal k across, wouldn't | go down John M Corm ck?

MR BELL: Sure. You could go out to the
si dewal k and wal k down John McCorm ck. Sure.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Right. So, that will be --

MR, BELL: Absolutely.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: And, you know, that circular
entrance added, | was just curious, not nmaking a big deal
| think it's all doable, and | think it will work. But,
just want to nake sure those things are taken into
consi deration, because |'ve seen them com ng and going to
the Fort Totten Transfer Station, sonmetines | think they
are trying to hurry up getting there before they cl ose.
So, we just want to make sure the students are safe.

MR, BELL: Yes.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: That's why | just want to nmake
sure all that's put into it, and I'"msure Catholic
University is going to do that. If not, in our
proceedings |I'msure at sone point they will do that.
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Ms. Prince, can | just ask --
MR BELL: Well, one quick point. | was just
going to say that with people there it will nmake it nore

active and, hopefully, safer.

CHAl RVAN HOOD: Gkay. | know we have a | ot of
bicycle traffic. | nmean, |'mnot saying it's unsafe now,
but | just want to nmake sure that we thought about this as

we go al ong.

And, Ms. Nauta-Rodriguez, who is the DuFour
Center naned after?

MS. NAUTA- RODRI GUEZ: Raven A. DuFour. |
couldn't tell you who he was, I"'msorry. | don't have a
| ot of historical nenory yet of the nature of the places
on canpus.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: | was just trying to see if it

was the sane famly that's in Delaware. But anyway, naybe

sonmebody can just let nme know that. |'ve been trying to
figure that out for a whole. | was told the famly was
out of Delaware. | don't know.

M5. NAUTA-RODRIGUEZ: | can find out for you.

| will do that.

CHAl RVAN HOOD: That would be nice. That would
be ni ce.

So, that's really all the questions | have. |
will say that we did not get a 5A report, but we'll take
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the testinony provided. |[|'m sure sonebody nmay have had a
problem | do know the chairman, | know nost of the
Comm ssi oners. W woul d have gotten sonet hi ng.

And, | didn't see, unless | overlooked it, Ms.
Prince, | didn't see a DDOT report. | guess they did
that, nmaybe they did that when we did the full Canpus
Pl an, |'m not sure.

M5. PRINCE: Right. There was no DDOT report,
because the traffic inpacts are as noted, there's no new
parking on the side. W are taking it away.

CHAI RMVAN HOOD:  Ckay.

M5. PRINCE: So, DDOT is not getting invol ved.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. All right. So, | think

we are all ready. Let ne see if there's any other follow

up. Any second round, Commi ssioners? Ckay, not seeing
any.

Again, | don't believe we have any, Chairman
Edwards from ANC 5A on the line or anyone fromthe ANC.
So, let's goto the Ofice of Planning report. | believe
it's M. Jesick.

MR, JESI CK: Thank you, M. Chairman. This is
Matt Jesick. M canera should be comi ng up any nonent
now.

Can you hear ne Ckay at | east?

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Yes, we can hear you.
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MR JESICK: Well again, thank you, M.

Chai rman and Menbers of the Conmi ssion. M nane is Matt
Jesick, and I'lIl be presenting the Ofice of Planning's
testinony for Case 12-01C.

OP's anal ysis showed that the application neets
the criteria for approval of Subtitle X, Section 101. So,
we are reconmmendi ng approval of the Canpus Pl an
Amendnents, as well as the further processing.

OP is also supportive of the design direction

for the building.

The rest of ny testinony, |I'll rest on the
record. But, |I'lIl be happy to take any questions.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Thank you, M. Jesi ck.

Commi ssi oners, any questions? Conm ssioner
May ?

Commi ssi oner Shapiro?

Conmi ssi on Turnbul | ?

And, Vice Chair Mller?

And, | don't have any questions either. Thank
you very much for your report, M. Jesick.

O her Governnment agencies, | think Conm ssioner
May or one of ny colleagues hit on the DoEE, so | think
that's been thoroughly discussed.

Are there any other Governnent reports that |
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may have m ssed, Comm ssioners? Ckay.

Let's go to -- well, we don't have a report of
the ANC, but we'll take the word of Ms. Rodriguez and Ms.
Pri nce about what was discussed | think at the neeting.
And, like | said earlier, | believe if there was a probl em
we woul d have heard fromthe Conm ssion, they are very
active and very good. So, we'll take their testinony on
t hat behal f.

Do we know what the vote was? Just curious.
Can't give it great weight until | have it.

M5. PRINCE: There was one abstention.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. All right.

Do we have anybody on the |ine, or anybody on
WebEx who would like to testify in support? | wll take
everybody, support, opposition or undeclared, and that's
any organi zati ons or persons, either in support,
opposi tion, or undecl ared.

Ms. Schellin?

M5. SCHELLIN: We had no one to sign up to
testify in any category.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. So, with that, 1'Il just
use this tine to say we are glad to have Ms. Schellin back
with us. Hope she's doing well, or feeling better. 1'll
just leave it at that.

Al right. Let's goto -- Ms. Prince, let's go
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to rebuttal and closing. Do you have any rebuttal ? |
don't think you have any rebuttal. Do you have any
cl osi ng?

M5. PRINCE: | don't have any rebutting, and
just in closing | think it's a straightforward
application, and | think a lot of the direction that we

got fromthe Conmm ssion back in 2012 has really been

extrenely hel pful as we nove forward. | think the
Uni versity has nade great progress.

| do have to say thank you so nmuch for going
through all the tinme and energy. This is really directed

at the staff as nmuch as to you, in allowng for virtual
heari ngs. There are many jurisdictions that do not have
virtual hearings yet. |It's too daunting. And, no one
likes to | earn anything new, and, especially, ne, and

you' ve done a phenonenal job, phenonenal job, nmaking it
easy for the public to present, nmaking it easy for
applicants, making it easy to downl oad the plans. | nean,
I"mjust really in awe of the job that the jurisdiction
has done in allow ng hearings to go forward, and | had to
| et you know t hat.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Thank you, Ms. Prince, and |I'm
sure that our staff and all those who hel ped, they worked
very hard and diligently, especially, in getting us
Commi ssioners ready. W really appreciate what they' ve
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done to nmake this really work, so we are trying to knock

of f our backl og, and we have one now because | think we
are neeting three days a week to try to continue themfor
the Gty. But, | think our staff did an excellent job. |
t hi nk both Sharon and Counsel, | think they did an
excellent job of putting these together. | think this
shows.

And then, ny colleagues also | think, for both
the BZA and nyself, and Comm ssion, we had to |earn

sonething new, too. The main thing we had to | earn was

when to unnute our mcs and when to nmute them So, we are

still learning that.

So, we appreciate your nice coments. Thank
you.

WAs that your closing?

M5. PRINCE: That's ny closing.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: What a way to cl ose, what a way
to close.

Ms. Schellin, is this a one vote? Ch, Ckay.

MS. SCHELLIN: It is. It is.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: All right.

M5. SCHELLIN: And, our next neeting is on
Monday.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. Well, | don't know. M.
Schellin, can you give us a schedul e?
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VICE CHAIR M LLER: M. Chairman?

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Hold on a second.

Vice Chair Mller, I'msorry.

VICE CHAIR MLLER | just had one unrel ated
gquestion, but since this is the first university coll ege
that's appeared before us since this pandem c has
occurred, and | appreciate Ms. Prince's comments about our
virtual hearings. | agree. Paul Young and the entire
staff has done a phenonenal | ob.

| think it's been so successful that if we ever
get to a post pandenmi c period we may continue doing it
this way, because it's very focused and very conveni ent
for all involved.

But, ny unrelated question, if we are expecting
sonmething fromthe O fice of Planning for coll eges and
universities to get flexibility because of existing canpus
pl an requirenments for uses, or on-site housing, is
Catholic anmong those that needs -- just a general
guestion, | don't want to get into it at all -- but is
Catholic anmong those that need some flexibility from
exi sting Canpus Plan requirenents, use requirenents?

| think you said you don't have any on-site
housi ng requirenents, | thought you nentioned that in your
testi nony today.

But, do you need sone flexibility? Are you
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anong those who need flexibility during this period where
you only have one student per roomor that kind of thing?

M5. PRINCE: Debra, would you |like to address
that or should I?

M5. NAUTA- RODRI GUEZ: | believe we don't need
that flexibility, but you can go ahead, Allison, and
answer .

M5. PRINCE: Geat. Because we don't have a
per cent age on canpus housing requirenent, we are fine on
the residence hall issues. And, we did go the board, and
we think, surprisingly, we fully conply with all our

exi sting conditions, despite or the incredible work that

COVI D has created on all the universities.

VICE CHAIR M LLER. Right. GCkay, thank you. |
appreciate you, | was just curious and good |uck with your
reopeni ng plan, that sounds chal |l engi ng.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. Thank you.

Ms. Schellin, do you want to give us sone
dat es?

M5. SCHELLIN: Yes. So, our next neeting after
Monday is going to be Septenber 14th. So, if we could --
if the Comm ssion wants to put this off until then,
because we need to get a draft order, then we can -- |
don't think we are expecting anything else, right?

CHAI RVAN HOOD: No, | don't think.
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MS. SCHELLIN: No one asked for anything.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Let ne go to Conmm ssi oner My.

Comm ssi oner May?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yes. | was just going to
say, ordinarily, if not for the fact that we'll doing

virtual hearings, we would be likely taking a vote on this

right now, right?

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  So, why can't we just vote
on it on Monday? | know you want to have a draft order,
but why?

MS. SCHELLIN: It's up to you guys. It's not
ny decision, it's your decision. |If you want to put it on
for Monday, I'lIl put it on for Monday.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Well, | nean, other than the
fact that 1'mgoing to be on vacation, yes, sure.

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

COW SSI ONER MAY:  What's that?

M5. SCHELLIN: So, he'll log in in his sw nsuit
and his unbrella drink under the unbrella with it.

COMM SSI ONER MAY: That's right.

CHAl RVAN HOOD:  So - -

VICE CHAIR M LLER. As long as | can be six
feet apart, six feet apart.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ms. Prince, could you have an

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

40

order done by Mnday? Just asking.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  You are nuted.

M5. PRINCE: Ckay, sure, that's no problem

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay. So, Ms. Schellin, let's
put this on for Mdnday, and we would |ike for Conmm ssi oner
May to call in fromwherever he's going.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yes, |'m planning on calling
it in, yes.

CHAI RVAN HOCOD:  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER MAY: It may not --

CHAI RMAN HOOD: What did you say, Conm ssioner
-- Ms. Schellin, what did you say?

M5. SCHELLIN: We'll put it on for Monday then,
and | nean, |ike Conm ssioner My said, if you guys were
to do a bench decision the order wouldn't be such a big

deal anyway. So --

CHAI RMAN HOOD: GCh, okay. So --

M5. SCHELLIN: -- if it's Monday or if it's in
two weeks, yes.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: So, let ne -- we are going to
spend nore time on this. Comm ssioner May, let's go ahead
and vote. W can do -- | don't want to say we can do what
we want to do.

COMM SSI ONER MAY:  Well, right. | nean, the
only reason we can't vote today is to make sure that if
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anybody had a problemcalling in today that they are taken
care of.

So, by Monday that would be clear, and, you
know, | am planning on calling in, so | wll -- "Il be
able to vote on Monday.

CHAl RVAN HOOD: Ckay. All right.

So, with all that, | think that will work.
Does anybody el se have anything else? Are we all on the
sanme page?

Ms. Schel lin, anything final?

M5. SCHELLIN: So, if we could just have an
order two weeks fromtoday?

M5. PRINCE: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: All right. So, does anybody
have anything else? Al right. So, with that, | want to
t hank everyone for their participation tonight at this
heari ng.

But, let nme just announce, the Zoning
Commi ssion will neet again tonorrow ni ght on Zoni ng
Commi ssi on Case No. 20-10, Ofice of Planning Text

Amendnent to Subtitle U use perm ssion to reduce

restrictions on fast food establishnments and prepared food
shops.

So, | would ask that you call the Ofice of
Zoning office if you' d like to sign up, and that way
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you'll be prepared to be able to -- and al so, be prepared
to be able to participate tonorrow night.

So, anybody have anything el se?

So, with that I want to thank everyone for
their participation. This hearing is adjourned.

Good ni ght .

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter was

concluded at 4:49 p.m)
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