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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

4:18 p. m
CHAI RVAN  HOOD: Good afternoon I|adies and
gent | enen. This is a public hearing for the Zoning

Comm ssion for the D strict Colunbia. My nane is Anthony
Hood.

Joiningneis Vice Chair MIler, M. Shapiro, My,
and Turnbull. W are also joined by the Ofice of Zoning
Staff Ms. Sharon Schellin, as well as M. Paul Young who w ||
be handling all of our virtual activities.

Notice of this hearing was published in the DC
Regi ster. The hearing will be conducted in accordance with
t he provisions of 11 Z DCVR Chapter 5 as follows; prelimnary
matters, presentation, in this case by the Ofice of
Pl anni ng, report of other governnment agencies, report of the
ANC, and testinony of organizations and i ndividuals.

Organi zations w | have five mnutes and
i ndividuals will have three mnutes. W wll hear themin
the order of in support, opposition, undeclared depending
upon how many peopl e we have.

Wth that, let ne turn it over to Ms. Schellin.
| will again ask that those who may speak if they can first
i dentify yourself and the agency for which you work. Then
the sane for those residents who may be speaki ng, w tnesses

testifying.
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5

Let me turn it over to Ms. Schellin. Do we have
any prelimnary matters?

M5. SCHELLIN: No prelimnary matters.

CHAI RMVAN  HOCQD: M. Shapiro, can you hear ne
better?

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO.  Yes, sir. | hear you quite
wel | .

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Gkay, good.

Wth that, | wll turn it over to M. Jesick.

MR JESI CK: Thank you, M. Chairman, and nenbers
of the Commission. M nane is Matt Jesick and this is Case
20-04, which is a text anendnent to the Capitol Gateway Zone
in order to require preferred uses on Potomac Avenue SW

| put a vicinity nmap on the screen just for
reference. Can everyone see the screen? Geat. OP brought
this text anmendnent forward to require preferred uses on
Pot omac Avenue, an inportant connector between the basebal
stadi um and the soccer stadium and al so between Sout heast
and Sout hwest generally. W wanted to encourage uses that
activate that street.

I n doi ng so we understood that sonme of the bl ocks
on Pot omac Avenue were very deep so requiring what had been
standard, which is half an FAR of preferred uses on the
ground floor could result in very deep retail or very deep

preferred uses. W wanted to provide sone flexibility to
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6

property owners and, therefore, it changed fromthe half FAR
requi renent to a 75-foot m ni mum depth of use requirenent.

The Comm ssion had asked OP to address the ANC
comments which were entered into the record. W had spoken
wi th Comm ssioner Kramer |ast week and we understand the
ANC s concerns about nei ghborhood serving uses and the need
for those uses, you know, how a grow ng nei ghbor hood needs
everyday uses, especially in the future as the nei ghborhood
w il continue to grow.

Because this text anendnent is so targeted, we're
not sure that it can address all the nei ghborhood concerns,
but OP woul d be happy to take nore of a conprehensive | ook
at that issue throughout the CG Zone as a future text
anmendnent case.

That concludes ny testinony for Case 20-04, the
Capi tol Gateway text amendnent. | woul d be happy to take any
addi ti onal questions. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Thank you, M. Jesick. Thank
you for responding to the Commi ssion's |l etter of recognition.
| think they put sone good ideas out there. |'mglad that
we will continue to | ook at that and see --

(Tel ephonic interference)

CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Let nme see if there are any
questi ons or conmments.

Commi ssi oner May.
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7
COW SSI ONER MAY: | do not have any questions.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Okay. Thank you.

Comm ssi oner Shapiro.

COMM SSI ONER SHAPIRO: No, M. Chair.

M. Jesick, wth your response to the ANC s
concerns |'mfine.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Conmi ssi oner Turnbul | .

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: | just have one question
for M. Jesick.

Does the -- I'mfine with everything except are
we in any way dimnishing views to the river, to the
Anacostia? Is this taking away pl azas or not all ow ng or not
requiring then? Are we still going to be able to keep -- try
to keep views toward the Anacostia?

MR, JESICK: Yes, | don't think this would i npact
views. | think your primary views woul d be down Hal f Street,
for exanple, and also in this vicinity |ooking out towards
t he Frederick Dougl ass Bri dge.

| don't know unl ess, you know, some property owner
were to put a plaza right on the corner. | think your
primary view is going to be right down the right-of-way so
|'"'mnot sure that taking away the plazas woul d i npact views
towards the rivers.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Vice Chair Mller.
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VICE CHAIR M LLER: Thank you, M. Chairman. |'m
sorry. Please remnd nme, M. Jesick, what you said in
response to the ANC concerns. | had mssed the ANC letter

so | was looking it up when you first nentioned it and then
| m ssed what your response was. |If you could just repeat
t hat qui ckly.

MR JESI CK: Sur e. We spoke with Conmm ssioner
Kranmer |ast week and she expressed the nei ghborhood feels
| i ke t hey need nore nei ghborhood services, both |ocal retail,
but al so your everyday services. We certainly understand
t hat concern.

| think because this text anmendnent is so
targeted, I'mnot sure that it could address those concerns
but we woul d be happy to take a nore conprehensive |ook in
the future throughout the whole CG zone as a future text
amendnent .

VICE CHAIR M LLER Ckay, yeabh. Well, I'm
satisfied with that response and | think it's a useful
comrent but the ANC and it's a useful response by you. |
hadn't realized the other categories |ike urgent care
facility that m ght be subject to a 25 percent limtation.

| think |'ve expressed before that financial
services are necessarily considered a preferred use because
t hey often do deaden. | know we have in ny nei ghborhood two

overl ays --
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| guess they're not called overlays zones anynore.

The one cl osest to nme on Wsconsin and Maconb t he
banks -- the two banks that take up a lot of linear frontage
are just totally dead, even when |'ve gone into themnyself.
Then there's another one that is just an ATMw ndow, | thi nk,
whi ch doesn't deaden the space because it doesn't take up too
much |inear frontage.

Anyway, when you | ook at that whole issue of the
preferred uses and what you want to encourage and not
encour age that enliven nei ghborhoods, the financial services
are certainly needed in certain areas of the city that are
under - served of those types of services. The banks that have

a |ot of space that deaden and don't enliven the area |ike

other preferred and activating uses. | appreciate you
| ooki ng at that aspect as well when you look at it. Thank
you.

MR, JESI CK: Thank you, yes. W'Il definitely
keep that in mnd as we take that broader | ook.

VICE CHAIR M LLER: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Ckay. | didn't see in the
record any other reports fromany ot her governnent agenci es.
W al ready spoke about the ANC letter and we spoke enough
about that. W appreciate the work that the ANC
Commi ssi oners have done. What |I'lIl do nowagainis turnthis

over to Ms. Schellin.
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10

Ms. Schellin, you're on nute.

M5. SCHELLIN:. | forget. Paul keeps putting ne
on mnute.

So we have Ms. Kraner in the audience to speak.
She is by phone so if we could just take her m crophone off.

Ms. Kraner, if you would just identify yourself
and then you can give your testinony.

M5. KRAMER: Thank you. | was trying to be on the
video but apparently it didn't work. | apol ogize.

The testinony. You have a letter fromour chair
Gail Fast. Can you hear ne?

CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Yes, we can hear you M.
Kr amer .

M5. KRAMER. All right. This is the result of a
regul arly schedul ed and noti ced neeting with a quorumpresent
whi ch aut hori zed nme to speak. | amthe ANC Comm ssi oner for
ANC 6D05 and the testinony fromour ANC is as follows:

ANC 6D under st ands t he proposed anmendnent changi ng
desi gnated use categories to preferred uses whi ch enphasi zes
ground fl oor retail, services and restaurants. Section 509. 2
| i sts those preferred uses: ani mal sal es, care, and boardi ng;
arts, desi gn, and creation; eati ng and dri nki ng;
entertainnent; retail; and service, general or financial.

The new designation is consistent both with the

First and Half Street SE designation and the Buzzard Point
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vi si on framework which envisions Potonmac Avenue be a lively
corridor connecting the Nationals and Audi stadia.

6D al so understands that the 75 foot m ni nrumdepth
requi renents in 509.3(b), instead of the current 0.5 FAR
requi renent for buildings on Potomac Avenue is intended to
| nprove opportunities for smaller retailers or services in
the ground fl oor spaces.

However, designating the 75 foot as the m ninum
may not have the desired effect since it would still
accommpdate the large retailers wthin either that 75 feet
or larger ground retail space.

Smal | er spaces are beconmi ng i ncreasingly critical
to serve the new conmunity energing at Buzzard Point. There
will be nore than a thousand new residential units con ng
online as early as this sumer. W have yet to see any basic
servi ces such as a pharmacy, shoemaker, hair salon, wal k-in
clinic, or such occupy any of those new comercial spaces
associ ated with these buil di ngs.

Designating the 75 feet as a maxi mum m ght be a
nore useful tool to encourage nei ghborhood services in new
comrerci al spaces. W al so understand t he maxi num 25 per cent
limtation for general or financial services, Section
509.3(c) is intended to discourage the uses that require
| ar ge spaces but only Iimted hours of operation, as sonme of

t he Commi ssi oners have al ready spoken, such as is typical for
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12

banks that don't enliven the streetscape many nore hours of
t he day.

We question whether the limtation mght also
limt prospects for an urgent care facility, for exanple,
which is sorely needed for this energing community. ANC 6D
IS very cognizant that we are building a comunity from
scratch in Buzzard Point and | ook to many of these new ground
fl oor spaces to serve both the residents and visitors aliKke.

We hope the restricts you intend to put in place
wth these text anmendnents wll support services needed by
the thousands who will be living in the area, as well as
those visiting its waterfront, sports and entertainnent
events and the many restaurants that are al ready expected as
t he new community energes.

Whi | e ANC 6D supports in general the intent of the
proposed anendnents, we've offered these cautions for the
Zoni ng Commi ssion to consider as they seek also to bal ance
t he needs of new visitors and the extraordi nary increase in
new resi dents at Buzzard Poi nt and near Sout heast when they
conpl ete their redevel opnent plans.

W al so request that our conments be given great
wei ght under District law. Thanks. That's our testinony and
| woul d be happy to entertain questions.

CHAI RPERSON  HOOD: Thank you very nuch

Comm ssi oner Kramer. | think you've heard us, the nood to
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your letter in our discussion. W really appreciate the tine
and the thought put into this and | think you've heard the
commtnment from the Ofice of Planning that they wll
continue to look at this and be able to bring sonething
qui ckly so we can have sonething in place. | appreciate the
t hought from ANC 6D and what you all have done, especially
during the tines that we are living in at this nonent.

Let nme see if ny col | eagues have any questions or

conment s.

Comm ssi oner May.

COMM SSI ONER MAY: | do not have any questions.
Well, actually |I do have a question.

Commi ssi oner Kraner, you've heard what OP had to
say today. |Is that all good from your perspective?

MS. KRAMER: Well, | think what's a little bit
troubling is that we are not suggesting that all of the
spaces be nei ghborhood serving. What we're suggesting is
we're trying to deal with two separate sets of demands and
that they can be -- there needs to be a bal ance between t hem
SO we can serve both purposes.

The ot her thing we're enphasi zing is the fact that
we are struggling as every building develops. This is ny SMD
in particular. As every building devel ops, or cones online,
we are seeing none of these services.

W ar e devel opi ng a huge nunber, or we're creati ng
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a huge nunber of new users, if you wll, to the area, both
visitors and residents. So far we've gotten nothing in terns
of services that they wll need. These are thousands of
peopl e, not sort of hundreds or fewer. It's a balance |
think is what "'mtrying to say that the ANCis | ooking for,
not one or the other.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Right. | nean, ny inpression
Is that's what OP was striving for as well and certainly I
woul d think this Conm ssion would want to see. You want to
have the right incentives to have the kind of retail that
enlivens the street, but also the kind of retail that serves
t he nei ghbors because there's going to be a huge influx of

new nei ghbors, not to nention the existing nei ghbors who need

servi ces.

That's it for nmy questions, M. Chairnman.

CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Okay. Thank you, Commi ssi oner
May.

Commi ssi oner Shapiro.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO No questions, M. Chair.
| would just like to thank the Conm ssioner for her

t houghtful coments and the ANC s t houghtful comments.
CHAI RPERSON HOOD: All right, thank you.
Conm ssi oner Turnbul | .
COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: Thank you, M. Chair. |

also would like to thank the Conmm ssioner for her conmments.
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She brings up a good point. Wth this ground-serving retail

there's only so many restaurants you can have.

You're going to need sone other services that are going to

support the people who are going to be living here. | think

-- |I'"'m not sure whether we need to tweak the |anguage or

what, but | think she does bring up a very good point.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Okay.

Vice Chair Ml er.

VICE CHAIR M LLER  Thank you, M. Chairnman, and

t hank you, Conmm ssioner Kranmer, for your coments which

Ofice of Planning and the Conm ssion will be looking to

address as we go forward in the future.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: VWhat | think -- | don't have

a problemnoving forward. | think, as | nentioned earlier,

you' ve brought

up a lot of good points that's already been

al luded to by ny col |l eagues.

| would hope, M. Jesick, that you and ne sooner

rather than later try to deal with this and see how we can

accomodat e the uses for the neighborhood. | think that's

critical. | would not have a probl emnoving forward with the

comm t nent that

the Ofice of Planning, and |I'm sure they

will, wll continue to look at that and work with that

Commi ssi on and those neighbors to nmake sure that they get

sone real benefits there.

conment s? Al |

(202) 234-4433

Any ot her questions or

right. Do we have any other governnent

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

16

reports? Okay.

Any ot her wi tnesses, Ms. Schellin? Anybody el se
sign up?

M5. SCHELLIN: Let ne doubl e check to nake sure.
No, siIr

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  All right. Let ne see what ny
col | eagues t hi nk. | think with the discussion, and we
appreciate the thoughtful coments of ANC 6D, Comm ssi oner

Kramer. Thank you for taking the tine to cone down -- well,
not cone down. To be able to cone on and give us the views
of the conmunity. W appreciate that. | think the
commtnment from M. Jesick gives nme a confort |evel.

Let me hear fromothers. GCkay. It |ooks like I
got the thunbs up. Wuld sonebody |ike to make a notion?

COW SSI ONER MAY: Sure, M. Chairman. |'IlIl nove
that the Comm ssion take proposed action to approve Zoning
Commi ssion Case 20-04, Ofice of Planning Text Anendnent
Subtitle K, Capitol Gateway preferred uses.

COWM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Ckay. It's been noved and
properly seconded. Any further discussion?

Ms. Schellin, can you do a roll call vote?

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes, sir.

Commi ssi oner May.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yes.
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M5. SCHELLI N: Comm ssi oner Turnbul | .

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Yes.

M5. SCHELLIN: Comm ssi oner Hood.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Yes.

M5. SCHELLIN:. Comm ssioner Mller.

VICE CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MS5. SCHELLIN: Conmm ssi oner Shapiro.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Yes.

M5.  SCHELLI N: The vote is 5-0-0 to approve
proposed action in Zoning Conm ssion Case No. 20-04.

CHAlI RPERSON HOQOD: Let nme al so thank those who
have worked with the Ofice of the Attorney CGeneral and the
Ofice of Planning and all those who worked on this. Ve
real ly appreciate the work that went into this.

M. Jesick, we look forward to seeing the
responses as we nove forward.

Ms. Schellin, do we have anything el se before us?

MS. SCHELLIN: No, sir.

CHAI RPERSON  HOOD: Does anybody el se have any
cl osing conments before we adjourn? Al right. | want to
t hank everyone for their participationtonight. This virtual
nmeeting i s adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went of f the

record at 4:38 p.m)
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