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6:30 p. m

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Let's go i nto Case nunber 10-03D.
I f everybody can cone forward? |s there anyone here for the
first time? |If you are, | have to read the statenent al
over again. OCh, you want to say you was here?

Sorry. The statenent hasn't changed. So, we'l]l
just incorporate that to the record. Al right. So we wll
I ncorporate that statenent to the record. M. Schellin, do
we have any prelimnary matters?

MS. SCHELLIN: Proffered expert wtness, George
Spano. And he has not been accepted before, and from
Acoustics2 and Acoustics Engineering. M. Bloonfield, are
you still proffering himas an expert?

M5. BLOOWFIELD: Yes. W mght as well. He's
here tonight. H's resune is at Exhibit 14B.

MS. SCHELLI N: kay. And M. Erwin Andres, who
of course has been here many tines. And we just ask the
Commi ssion to accept himin this case. |Is that --

CHAI RVAN HOCD: | think we will continue with M.
Andres, unless | hear sonmething else. Ckay.

M5. SCHELLIN: And other than that there are no
other prelimnary matters.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Hol d on for a second. Wait. Any,

what was the gentlenman's nane again that we have? Spenner?
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4

What exhibit was that again? 14B, okay. Any objections,

Conmi ssi oners?

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO No.

CHAl RVAN HOOD: Okay. All right. So, not hearing
anything, we will accept him as an expert. Ckay. MVs.
Schellin, anything el se?

M5. SCHELLIN: No. | believe Ms. Bloonfield is
going to let you know she's going to stand on the record.

But I'll leave that to her.

CHAl RVAN HOOD: Ckay. So, Ms. Bloonfield.

M5S. BLOOWFI ELD: Good eveni ng, Conmm ssioners. |
will rest on the record, but give you a brief sumary of why
we're here, for the good of the order.

My nane is Jessica Bloonfield, fromthe law firm
of Holland & Knight. W're pleased to be here tonight to
present our application for a nodification of significance
to a PDA originally approved in 2010 for a property | ocated
on the south side of HStreet, N E., between 10 8th and 10th
Streets.

The bui |l di ng was approved to have 419 resi denti al
units, and approxi mately 51, 000 square feet of retail on the
ground fl oor.

As you can see on the screen in front of you, this
is a photograph taken yesterday. The building is alnost

finished construction. The applicant recently received its
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5

certificate of occupancy for the core and shell, as well as
conditional Cof Gs for the first three |l evels of retail, and
t he gar age.

The request we are here for tonight is to permt

veterinary hospital use in approximately ten percent of the
ground floor retail space, which anmpunts to about 5, 300
square feet.

This space will be primarily dedicated to the vet
use, and wll also include incidental services for daytine
boardi ng, groom ng, and pet supplies, the sale of pet
suppl i es.

The application al so requests a speci al excepti on,
since the veterinary use wll technically abut several
residential units directly above it.

The nmaterials already submtted to the record
denonstrate that the proposed use neets the speci al exception

criteria, and delivers a benefit to the neighborhood, wth

an active storefront at the retail, at the ground | evel.
W believe the record is conplete, with evidence
denmonstrating howthe veterinary hospital use will not create

any adverse inpacts as it relates to traffic, parking, noise,

odor, waste, or any other conditions relative to the use.
We have reviewed the case with the Ofice of

Pl anni ng and DDOT, and are pl eased to have support fromboth

of those agencies with no conditions.
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6
W' ve al so engaged with both of the affected ANCs,

in this case 6A and 6C. And we al so have letters from both
of themin support with no conditions.

Based on the clear support for this proposal we
therefore wll rest onthe materials already submtted to the
case record, although our teamis here, available to answer
any questions. And that wll conclude our direct
presentati on.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay. Thank you, Ms. Bl oonfi el d.
Let nme open it up. Any questions or comments, Conmm ssioners?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  No.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: ©Oh, okay. Al right. So, again,
| don't see anyone here fromthe ANC. But we do have sone
|l etters as noted. Let's go to the Ofice of -- Oh, |I'm
sorry. Are you from ANC?

MS. MCK: No, I"'mnot fromthe ANC.

CHAl RMAN HOOD: Ckay. So, we're going to, I'm
going to call for the residents. Are you here in opposition
or support?

MS. MCK: You know, |I'm not --

CHAI RMVAN HOOD:  You're not sure?

M5. MCK: -- very famliar with --

CHAI RMAN  HOQOD: kay. We'll call you up in a
m nut e.

M5. M CK: Thank you.
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7
CHAI RVAN HOOD: We'Il call you up. GCkay. Let's

go to the Ofice of Planning's report, M. Thonas.
M5. THOVAS: Good evening, M. Chair, Menbers of
t he Comm ssi on. Karen Thomas for the O fice of Planning.
W wll rest on the record of our report. The applicant has
satisfied the criteria for the special exception. Thank you.
CHAIl RVAN HOOD: Ckay. Thank you. W have, did

our report, which is Exhibit 23. Twenty-two?

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Yes.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Onh, 22. |'mlooking at sonethi ng
else. Okay. |I'mlooking at the final report. |1'mgoing to
ask one of my colleagues to give us a synopsis on what the

Ofice of Planning report said. Just what the, did they
support it, not support it?

COMM SSI ONER MAY: They do support it, M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN HOOD:  Ckay.

COWMM SSI ONER MAY:  They recommend approval of the
requested nodification of significance.

CHAI RMAN HOCD:  AlIl right. Vice Chair, you had
somet hi ng you wanted to add?

M5. BLOOWFI ELD: Do you nean the DDOT report?

CHAI RMAN HOOD: What did | say?

M5. BLOOWFI ELD:  You said OP.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Did OP support it too? Ckay.

COMM SSI ONER MAY: That's the one | was referring
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CHAl RVAN HOOD: Ckay. Well, | nmeant DDOT. Thank
you, Ms. Bloonfield. | was trying to do all the talking,
because sonetinmes when you take a break you get yourself
together. And |I'm not doing that right now. But anyway,
wth the first one --

VICE CHAIR M LLER: M. Chairman, | just wanted
to ask, not ask, but coment to the Ofice of Planning. |
appreciate your report. It's very clear and concise in
support of the nodification of significance and speci al
exception.

| just wonder for the future, maybe OP shoul d,
m ght want to, | don't knowif ny coll eagues woul d agree with
this, mght want to | ook at the special exception criteria.

You know, there's a special exception from the
requi rement that the veterinary use not abut a residenti al
use or zone. The criteria that says exceptiona
ci rcunst ances.

| just think that mght need to be tweaked or
refined a bit to acknow edge what's in this case, which is
the m xed use building. That in a mxed use building
situation where ground floor use, which you note as a
justification for this, satisfaction of this particular
criteria, exceptional circunstances.

Maybe it shouldn't use that variance |ike ternms,
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exceptional circunstances, which conjures up a high bar. And
maybe acknow edge that there's a |l esser threshold in a m xed
use building, if all the other criteria are being nmade. Just
sonething to look at for the future.

MS. STEI NGASSER: Are you suggesting a future text
anmendnent ?

VICE CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MS. STEI NGASSER:  Ckay.

VICE CHAIR M LLER: When you are in that area,
this area of |ooking at Zoni ng Regul ati ons. Because it | ust
uses that term which is a variance term which, and it's not
the sanme definition here. So, and there's a different
situation.

CHAI RMAN  HOQOD: kay. Do you want to tell wus
about DDOT?

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Thank you, M. Chair. Yes,
the DDOT report, DDOT says they have no objection to the
approval of this nodification.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. So, withthat | will go and
speak on the ANC. ANC 6A voted unani nously to support. ANC
6C voted unani nmously in support. 6A is Exhibit 14F in the
record, and 6Cis 12 in the record.

And a letter in support from the neighborhood
residents in Exhibit 21. And there are some others. I

didn't see any letters in opposition in the, at |east |
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10

didn't see it | the record.

Ckay. So now I'lIl go to testinonies of
organi zati ons and persons who are in support. Organizations
or persons who are in opposition. Organizations and persons
who are undecl ar ed.

M5. MCK: At this point --

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay. Cone forward.

M5. MCK: Okay. Do I sit, or stand, or --

CHAI RMAN HOOD:  You can have a seat.

M5. MCK  kay.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: I ntroduce yoursel f.

M5. M CK: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN  HOQOD: Turn your mc on, and you nay
begi n.

VBS. M CK: Al l right. Good eveni ng,
Commi ssioners. M nane is Leslie Mck. And |I'ma resident
directly across the street from901 H Street.

At thistine | have, |"'mnot declared in terns of
whet her | support or oppose, because | really don't know
enough about this. | will express to you what ny concern is,
it's noise.

It's a veterinary clinic. It's already been
stated that they plan to board animals. They plan to treat
animals. And that's a good thing.

But what's not a good thing is the potential for
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noise. | don't know at what position the veterinary clinic
will be located. But I'mon 10th Street. And since they've
conpleted building this building, all sounds are anplified,
because of how it's now situated.

Because the building is taller, the sound just
stays right in that short little corridor. And so, | don't
know i f sonmeone can just tell ne where that veterinary clinic
Wil be -- Oh, | see it right there, five and six.

M5. BLOOWI ELD: |'Il clarify it. H Street's on

t he bottom

M5. MCK: Right.

M5S. BLOOWFI ELD: So, it's actually kind of upside
down.

M5. MCK: Ckay. | see.

CHAI RMAN HOQOD: So, can we answer M. Mck's
guestions? | think that would be very hel pful. W can take
a few nonments and do that. | don't think it will be that
| ong.

MS. BLOOWFI ELD:  Yes.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: | think we should do that to --

M5. BLOOWFI ELD: Absolutely. It's nice to neet
you.

M5. MCK: Good to neet you.
MS. BLOOWFI ELD: We are excited to cone to the

nei ghbor hood. The veterinary use has established a couple
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of -- It's a new franchise, | want to say.

There's a couple of them There's one in
Pennsyl vani a now. And | think they're trying to expand.
They are not offering any overnight boarding. It's just

during the day. So, just daycare.

M5. MCK  kay.

M5. BLOOWFI ELD:  They will not have any aninals
overni ght. They also are not having any aninmals outside.
So, there won't be any wal ki ng of dogs, for exanple, in the
nei ghbor hood.

They have an interior play area that wll be
i nside, you know, it's a courtyard. So, it's conpletely
contained within that retail space, which is shown as red on
the plan on the screen right now So, that's where it wll
be. 10th Street is to the left.

M5. MCK: Right.

MS. BLOOWFI ELD: The, we have a, we did a full
eval uation of the noise. So, we have a report in the record
t hat eval uat es what happens if, the worst case scenario.

Al'l of the dogs that are at the vet at the sane
time are barking all at once. W evaluated that. And we
have conmitted to putting in sound mitigation construction
nmeasures --

M5. MCK  Ckay.

MS. BLOOVFI ELD: -- throughout the space, so that
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what ends up happening is that if all those dogs are barking,
the sound everywhere else in the residential units above
particularly, but also outside the building, it wll be
exactly the sane as if it was a regular retail space. So,
we have commtted to doing those construction mtigation
measur es.

Also, the last thing I would say is that the
w ndows are not operable. So, it's not, the wi ndows won't
be open during the day, when dogs nay be barking. So, there
wll be a door. But surrounding the door is right at, it's
not --

M5. MCK: That's the interior floor plan?

M5. BLOOWFI ELD: This is the interior floor plan,
yes.

M5. MCK: kay. And so, okay, | see that. And
the, all right. So, that's the front door at the bottom of
t he page there, correct?

MS. BLOOWFI ELD:  Mm hmm

M5. M CK: Al right. And so, what are you
explaining to ne about the configuration now?

MS. BLOQOVFI ELD: So, for exanple, that interior
courtyard, that's all --

M5. MCK: Right.

V5. BLOOWFI ELD: -- inside. There's a daycare

play area also inside. Everything's going to be contained
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within the space so that there won't be any reason for the

animals to go outside, other than neighbors wal king their
dogs to drop themoff or pick them up.

M5, M CK Got  you. Got  you. Last questi on.
What i s the nmaxi mumnunber of aninmals that you'll be boarding
I n the day, do you think?

(O f mcrophone comments)

M5. MCK: Ckay. Ckay.

(O f mcrophone comments)

M5. MCK Got you. Got you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: | m hopi ng what ever you' re sayi ng
that you' d want to repeat it, so we have it on record. O

he can up and identify hinself, and put it on the record.

MR, SHI EL: Good evening. M nane is Al ex Shiel.
I'"'m with Rappaport. It is ny understanding that this
particul ar | ocation can house anywhere, 26, but it could be
29. Menory doesn't serve ne perfectly, for the daycare
conponent .

Agai n, that does not factor in a dog going to just
see the vet, not being dropped off for the day, for the
daycare conponent. But they can only house 26 to 29 dogs at
this particular |ocation.

M5. MCK: Ckay. | have a greater understanding.

CHAI RMAN HOOD:  Ckay.

M5. MCK: Yes. Thank you.
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15
CHAI RVAN HOQOD: So, is there sonebody that she

can, can we nmake sure that there's sonebody that, since she
took tinme to cone down here.

M5. MCK: Yes. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: And it | ooks |i ke the record shows

that, and I know |I'm going to support this.

M5. MCK  Yes.

CHAI RVAN  HOQOD: But does it look |ike there's
sonebody that she can talk to if she has concerns? Can we
make that arrangenent tonight?

M5. M CK: Thank you.

M5. BLOOWFI ELD: Yes. W'l make sure --

M5. M CK: Thank you.

M5 BLOOWFI ELD: -- we exchange contact
i nf or mati on.

M5. M CK: | appreciate you taking the tinme to
help me to understand this. And | feel a lot better. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. That's good.

M5. MCK: Al right.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Qur oversight hearing is February
the 23rd, Ms. Mck. |I'mjust joking with you.

M5. MCK:  Ckay.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: |'m just having fun.

M5. MCK: Al right.
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CHAI RVAN HOOD:  All right. So, anything el se?

M5. M CK: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Any questions? No one's here from
ANC. Ckay. Any questions of Ms. Mck from anybody? Ckay.
All right. No, we're good. W just --

All right. Sowththat, I"'mgoing to close this.
You have a cl osing statenent?

M5, BLOOWFI ELD: No. We would just thank you,
t hank t he Comm ssioners for their tinme this evening. And we
hope that you all vote to support this application.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. Al right, thank you. 1Is
this two votes, Sharon? One? Does anybody need anythi ng?
kay. In that case | will entertain a notion.

COW SSI ONER SHAPIRO  Want ne to do it?

CHAI RMVAN HOOD:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER SHAPIRO M. Chair, | nove that we
approve Case nunber 10-03D, H Street Residential, LLC PUD
nodi fication of certificates at Square 912, 901 H Street.
Look for a second.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Second.

CHAI RMAN  HOOD: Ckay. It's been noved and
properly seconded. |It's been noved by the birthday guy for
the day. So, we're going to get on with it, so we can |et
hi m and enjoy his birthday. Happy birthday, Comm ssioner

Shapi r o.
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COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Moved and properly seconded. Any
further discussion?

COW SSI ONER SHAPIRO: |I'I1 show you a picture of
ny dog.

CHAI RVAN HOCOD:  All in favor?

(Chorus of aye)

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Any opposition?

(No response)

CHAI RVAN HOQOD: Not hearing any, M. Schellin
woul d you pl ease record the vote?

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes. Staff records the vote five,
to zero, to zero, to approve final action on Zoning
Commi ssi on Case nunber 10-03D. Commi ssi oner Shapiro novi ng,
Commi ssi oner May secondi ng. Conmm ssioners Hood, MIler, and
Turnbull in support. And if we could get a draft order? The
sooner you get it in --

(OFf mcrophone conments)

MS. SCHELLIN: Two weeks? kay. Thank you. By
3:00 p.m please.

(OFf mcrophone conments)

CHAI RMAN HOQD: Ckay. Ms. Schellin, do we have
anyt hi ng el se?

MS. SCHELLIN: No, sir.

CHAI RMAN HOCD:  All right. Wth that | want to
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their participation tonight, and this

heari ng i s adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled nmatter went of f t he

record at 6:55 p.m)
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