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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
6:29 p.m
CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Let's go ahead and get
started. Good evening, |adies and gentlenen. This is the

Public Hearing of the Zoning Comm ssion for the District of

Col unbi a.

My nane i s Ant hony Hood, soon to be joi ned by Vice
Chair Mller. Also joined by Conmm ssioner Shapiro,
Comm ssi oner May and Conm ssioner Turnbull. [|'malso joined

by the Ofice of Zoning staff, M. Sharon Schellin; Ofice
of the Attorney General, M. Cain.

And |'mgoing to ask Ms. Steingasser if she would
i ntroduce her staff.

MS. STEINGASSER: |'m Jennifer Steingasser with
the Ofice of Planning.

MR  JESI CK Matt Jesick with the Ofice of
Pl anni ng.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Okay. So | think you are with
DDOT, Ms. Bridges? Ch, okay. Well, also thank you, M.
St ei ngasser.

W also have the Departnent of -- the District
Departnment of Transportation, M. Zi mernman and Ms. Bri dges.
Ms. Bridges, is this your first tinme here to the Zoning
Conmi ssion of the District of Colunbia?

MS. BRI DGES: Yes.
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4
CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Wl l, we want to wel cone you.

" mnot sure what is going to happen tonight, but we want to
wel cone you and | ook forward to working with you.

Okay. Tonight is kind of unique. W have four
different cases: Case No. 01-17E, 06-11Q 06-11R, 06-12Q
And I'mgoing to leave it up to the applicant of how he is
going to present and how we are going to do all of that.

And | think really though, M. Avitabile, we could
probably be better advised if we asked our questions, but |
will leave it to you when we get to that point.

Noti ce of these hearings were published in the DC

Regi ster and again this falls in suit with 11Z DCVMR Chapt er

4.

Ckay. So |l will incorporate the record -- | don't
think I need to read through the rest of this. I will
i ncorporate the record for -- the opening statenent for the
record.

Ms. Schellin, would you please adninister the
oat h?

MS. SCHELLIN. Wuld you please rise if you are
going to testify? Raise your right hand.

(Wher eupon, the witnesses were sworn.)

M5. SCHELLIN: Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON HOQD: Let me just ask, is there

anyone here for the first tine? GCkay. So since you are here
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5

for the first time, we wll have prelimnary matters, the
applicant's case, report of the Ofice of Planning and the
report of this -- the Departnent of Transportation, report
of governnent agencies, report of the ANC. W w Il have our
testinony for five -- testinony of individuals in support,
I n opposition and who are undecl ar ed.

Organi zations will have 5 mnutes, individuals
w |l have 3.

Wi | e the Conmi ssion reserves the right to change
the tinme limts for presentations, if necessary, it intends
to adhere to the tine |limts as strictly as possible and
notes that no tine shall be ceded.

After which, we will have -- after that, after the
testinony, if need be, we will have rebuttal and cl osing by
t he applicant.

| s there anyone here who is in opposition of any
of these four cases that we are hearing tonight? GOkay. The
record did not reflect that, so | can do what | ki nd of want
to do.

Now t he students, are the students in the back?
Woul d sonmebody cone up and tell us what class you are -- if
you all don't mind indulging ne for a nonent. Can sonebody
come up and tell us what class you are taking? Wy you're
her e?

Anyway, why are you here? But conme on up and tell
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6

us. One of the representatives. W are actually glad you
are here. | just always like to hear fromthe students.

MS. MATTHEWS: Hello, I'm S.J. WMatthews. I'm a
senior at GWand |I' mthe Student Body President this year and
| previously was the Residence Hall Association President
| ast year, so |'mvery passionate about inproving Residence
Hall life at GW

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ch, okay. Well, glad to have
you, Madam President. W appreciate it. Anybody else |ike
to say sonething? | see thereis a line. I'mnot used to
that. Go right ahead.

MR MATWCK: So ny nane is Collin Matwick. [|'m
ajunior at GW | work with an organi zati on call ed Canpai gn
GW that hel ps students kind of get involved in the zoning
processes on canpus, particularly wth a focus on
sustainability. So we have kind of done work over the past
couple of nonths inform ng students about this renovation
process and encouragi ng their support.

CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Okay. Next?

V5. DI AZ: Ckay. And then ny nane is Trinity

Diaz. |I'ma junior at GWand |I'mthe current RHA Resi dence
Hal | Associ ation President. So | also care deeply about
Resi dence Hall issues and for advocating for students.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: So the professors didn't nake

you all cane, but you came on your own. W appreciate it.
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M5. DIAZ: Oh, no.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Al right. O her than that,

| think everybody has been sworn in, right, Ms. Schellin?

G aduat e.

So okay,

ago.

MS. SCHELLI N: Yes.
VICE CHAIR M LLER. And M. Chairnman?
CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Yes?

VICECHAIRMLLER And |lI'ma Cl ass of 1980 GNLaw

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: We don't want to overl ook that.
what year was it?

VICE CHAIR M LLER:  What ?

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: What year?

VICE CHAIR M LLER: Many decades, many decades

CHAI RPERSON HOQD: ['m just messing with you.

Okay. Well M. Avitabile, you nay begin.

matters.

matt ers?

M5. SCHELLIN. W do have a couple prelimnary

CHAI RPERSON  HOQOD: Ch, we have prelimnary

M5. SCHELLIN: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: See that's what happens when

| start getting --

| don't

MS. SCHELLIN: Proffered expert, M. Van Der Werf.

think he has been proffered before by the Zoning
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Comm ssi on or approved by the Zoning Conmm ssion, rather, in

architecture. So if the Comm ssion woul d take a | ook

at his

résumeé, just pick a Case 06-12Q it's Exhibit 11(d) and M.

Schi esel, of course, has previously been accepted

Comm ssion woul d accept himin these four cases.

i f the

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. So we only have one, we

w il continue to keep M. Schiesel, I'msure. So we have --

M5. SCHELLIN: So just one other expert is being

prof f er ed.

CHAI RPERSON  HOQOD: What's the nanme again for

architecture?

MS. SCHELLIN  Yes, in architecture.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: | mean what was the nane?

MS. SCHELLIN Van Der Werf.

CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Ri ght, Van Der Werf.

Ckay.

MS. SCHELLI N: I'"'m not sure if |'m pronouncing

that correctly.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: M. Chair, | would be in

support of confirm ng him

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  All right. That's all |
Al right. So we are good. W will proffer him
expert.

MS. SCHELLI N: Ckay. And then the
prelimnary nmatter, a party status request in suppor

the West End Citizens Associ ati on. It is in all four
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9

again in support, filed ontinme. The representative is Sara
Maddux, as the comm ssion to consider the party status
request in all four cases.

CHAI RPERSON  HOQOD: Any objections to Wst End
being a party in all four cases?

MR. AVITABILE: No, sir.

CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. No objections. So no
objections. Al right. Anything else, M. Schellin?

M5. SCHELLIN: That's it.

CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. M. Avitabile, we have
four. This is unique for ne and | was trying to figure out
how to even start this, but there are four different -- |f
you want to touch on each one of themor if you want to stand
on the record, | think we can ask our questions, but let's
see how-- I'mgoing to let you do it how you want to do it.

MR. AVI TABI LE: Thank you, Chairman Hood and
menbers of the Conmission. | think we are prepared to rest
on the record this evening, given that we are here with the
i ssues, | think, clearly laid out in support.

What |'Il just do is briefly summari ze the cases
that we are here for tonight and then address the coupl e of
m nor housekeeping itens that were subnmtted today, if that's
okay with the Conm ssion. Geat. Ckay.

So we are here tonight, basically, for two

el ements to this case. The first part is a set of cases that
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are nodifications to the existing Canpus Plan and rel ated
PUDs that wll allow the university to tenporarily |ocate
students in off-canpus properties during the two-year
renovati on of Thurston Hall.

The university has worked closely with comunity
st akehol ders to develop a plan that woul d address community
concerns, mtigate the inpacts of these students living in
of f-canpus properties and provide assurances that the
t enporary housi ng pl an woul d not create unacceptabl e i npacts
on the Foggy Bottom and West End nei ghbor hoods.

And |I'm pleased to say we are here wth support
from ANC- 2A and WECA. And so these are Cases 06-11R, which
I s the anendnent of the Canpus Plan conditions to allow for
this tenporary off-canmpus use. I'msorry, | think |I got it
wrong right off the start.

06-11Q that's the nodification of the Campus
Pl an; 06-12Q which is the nodification of the first-stage
PUD, and those two applications nodify the conditions to
al l ow t hese of f-canpus properties to be counted towards the
student housing requirenent.

And then the third case as part of the Tenporary
Housing Plan is Case 01-17E and that is the case that all ows
the PUD at 1959 E Street to all ow sophonores to live there
during the two-year period of the Canmpus Pl an.

So those three cases 06-11Q, 06-12Q and 01-17E are
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the three cases tied to the, what we call the Tenporary
Housi ng Pl an.

Then the second part of the case is the case in
06-11R and that's the further processing case and rel ated
zoning relief that allows for the renovati on of Thurston Hal
itself. And that includes -- further processing is to add
t he penthouse and to add the canopy structure. The design
has been reviewed in concept and approved by HPRB and CFA.
And we are pleased. W nade sone adjustnents based on their
f eedback, but the revised design reflects what was accept abl e
to them

Agai n, ANC-2A, WECA are also supportive. You
heard from the students, they are supportive of the
renovati on. And of course the agencies, OP and DDOI, are
supportive.

And so we are pleased to be here with that as
wel | .

Then, | think, what | wanted to just briefly cover
were the couple of |ast mnute adjustnents that we subm tted
earlier today. The first is to update one of the conditions
that is a part of the Tenporary Housing Plan. And it's just
clarification of language to nmake it a little bit clearer
what the intent is with respect to the students that will be
living at One Washington Circle.

And then t he ot her submtted nateri al s i nclude the
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phot ograph of the materi al s board and sone updat ed el evati ons
that reflect a darker coloring for the penthouse as well as
| i ghter coloring for the interior of the courtyard.

Those are the only changes to the el evations. The
building is otherw se the sane.

And t hen t he | ast tweak, which cane this afternoon
as we were review ng the DDOT report, DDOT call ed noting they
had asked for two conditions. One that we agree to their
Loadi ng Managenent Pl an, which we did and we have incl uded
I n our proposed conditions, and another that we agree to
I ncl ude a condition that would be part of the Canpus Pl an --
a part of these orders that would bind us to the TDM neasur es
for the off-canpus properties.

The TDM neasur es we proposed are all neasures t hat
we do for the canpus, as part of the Canpus Plan. But they
astutely noted that the off-canpus properties mght not be
viewed as included in that, so just belt and suspenders. W
will proffer a condition that makes it clear that those TDM
neasures we agreed to wll apply to the off-canpus
properties.

But that's it. Those are the applications.
Agai n, the further processing piece does include relief for
speci al exception from the |ot occupancy requirenents,
speci al exception fromthe pent house requi renents, those were

all detailed in our applications, supported by the Ofice of
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Pl anni ng.

But | think on that, we are happy to answer
gquestions. W certainly do have a presentation we could do,
but that's where things stand right now. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you. Let's see if we
have any questi ons.

M. Avitabile, did you introduce everybody at the
t abl e?

MR. AVI TABI LE: | did not, but we can certainly
do that.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Could you do that first?

MR, AVI TABI LE: Sure.

CHAlI RPERSON HOCD:  Yeah.

MR AVI TABI LE: So |'m here tonight with Megan
Hottel - Cox, also a GW |aw graduate. Then to ny left is
Alicia Knight, who is the seni or associ ate vice president for
real estate.

M5. KNI GHT: Operations.

MR. AVITABI LE: Operations. Thank you. At the
George Washi ngton University. To ny right, Dade Van Der
Werf, who is the project architect from VMDO And then
Wlliam Cain, who is the project nanager from GW as well.
W al so have Rob Schiesel and Dan Sol onon from Gorove Sl ade
that are also here with us tonight. And of course, Charles

Barber and Susi Cora from GN So that's our team
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CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. So let's see if we --

M. Barber, you know before | leave |I'm going to say
sonet hing about the pulpit, you know |I'm going to say
sonet hi ng about the bully pul pit, yeah, before | -- you know
It'"s comng. So I'mjust letting you know.

So let's see if we have any questions or coments
up here, Comm ssioners, of any one of the four cases. Let's
go to Comm ssi oner May.

COW SSI ONER NAY: Yeah, so, | nean, |'m still
| ooki ng at what was just submtted in the record, because it
was not in here when | | ooked earlier this afternoon.

| think | just had a couple of questions even
before | sawthat. One was, there is a net reduction of the
nunber of beds, nore than 200, 250-sonething, right? Do you
want to explain what is happening with those? | nean, are
you goi ng to make them up sonewhere el se? Are you going to
have | ess students? What are you going to do?

MS. KNI GHT: You are correct. The current
Thur st on Hal | houses about 1, 080 students. The new renovat ed
Thurston Hall will house approxi mately 825 students.

And the university has recently announced plans
t o decrease the size of our undergraduate student body. What
is being laid out in a strategic plan that will be finalized
in the spring is a reduction of on-canpus undergraduate

students in the 2,000-ish range, which will nore than be
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bal anced out from a housi ng accommobdati on perspective.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Reducing the total on-canpus
student popul ati on?

MS. KNI GHT: Undergraduate student popul ati on.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Under graduat e by about 2, 000?

M5. KNI GHT: That is what has been put out in our
strategic planning process, correct. It's still wunder
del i berations, but a reduction in undergraduate enroll nent
has been socialized at the institution.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: And what's the total nunber
now? How much is -- of the 2,000 is com ng out of --

MS. KNI GHT: Approxi mately 10, 000 and change, but
it's in the 10,000 range.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  So you're cutting what, 20 --

MS. KNI GHT: Down to around 8, 200.

COMM SSI ONER MAY:  -- theoretically, you could be
cutting 20 percent of the popul ation.

M5. KNI GHT: By the math, yes.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yes. | like math.

M5. KNI GHT:  Yes.

COMM SSI ONER  MAY: | don't know how to process
t hat . Not that we have a role in that, it's just it's not
sonmet hing I have ever heard in the dozens of canpus-rel ated
cases that we have heard. So naybe sonebody el se wants to

probe that, but | just wanted to know what the -- it does
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sort of make nme wonder why you are bothering to renovate a
building with a thousand beds in it.

M5. KNI GHT: So Thurston Hall is a building that
GW acquired in maybe the '60s, md-60s let's call it. And
It has not had a full renovation since. And it is the
cornerstone of our first year experience, that's, you know,
a significant conponent of the first year class resides
there. And for it to be a nodern living environnent that
really supports the type of experience we are trying to
create at GN it needs to be fixed.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  No, | understand why you want

to run the building -- renovate the building. The question
is if you are losing 1,000 seats or 1,000 beds -- sorry,
2,000 students, why do you need these particular -- is it you

are then going to phase out other beds el sewhere?

M5. KNIGHT: | think we are a couple of -- your
guestions are a couple steps ahead of where we are in the
strategi c planni ng process.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay.

M5. KNI GHT: But the university is committed to
Thurston Hall, given its, | would say, stature and its
rel evance to the student experience at GN and still feels
like this is a very worthwhile project for our undergraduate
popul ation and first year students specifically.

COMM SSI ONER MAY: So i f you're going to cut beds,
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you're going to cut beds el sewhere nost |ikely?

M5. KNI GHT: El sewhere.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: Ckay. Well, that was
I nteresting. | was not expecting those answers.

I"'ma little curious about the canopy structure,
because it's not very clear fromthe design draw ngs that |
have exactly what it is nade of. So maybe you coul d expl ain
that a little bit?

MR. VAN DER WERF: Sure, gladly. Let us pull up
an i mage for that expo, could you please? So this inage is
a precedent for the sort of structure we are envisioning,
which is a very light steel frame truss with one conpression
menber with tension cords above and bel ow. And then the
canopy itself would be made of a nenbrane of ETFE, it's a
pol ymer ethylene, trifluoroethylene, | think is what the
chem cal is.

And it is very lightweight, very corrosion-
resistant and allows us to expand the canopy very lightly
with a very transparent, delicate structure.

COMM SSI ONER MAY:  And it is waterproof and it's
translucent it seens?

MR. VAN DER WERF: It's nearly transparent. W
have a small sanple of it on the board --

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yeah.

MR. VAN DER VEERF: -- over there that you can see.
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COW SSI ONER MAY: Onh, the board is there.

MR. VAN DER VERF: Yes.

COW SSI ONER MAY: Well, the board doesn't do us
any good down there.

MR. VAN DER WERF: Yeah, so --

COW SSI ONER MAY: We need that up here. Thank
you. And it is not going to -- it's not creating a fully-
condi tioned encl osure, right?

MR. VAN DER WERF: Correct.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  It's open to the south?

MR. VAN DER VERF: Yes, indeed. And at the east
and the west there will be --

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Thank you.

MR. VAN DER WERF: -- screens to either side of
the courtyard that are about 50 percent open.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay.

MR. VAN DER WERF: So there will be air flowin
and out.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  There will be air flow. And so
it's -- | mean, basically, you are just trying to keep the
rain off the courtyard and the snow of f the courtyard?

MR. VAN DER WERF: Yes, exactly. There are about
114 or 115 days of precipitation in the District, so it
expands the usability of the courtyard pretty significantly

to keep it out.
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COW SSI ONER MAY: | see. It's an interesting

approach. Again, not sonething | have seen before.

So the two areas where you have any penthouse
setback relief are to the west and the south, right? So
what's i medi ately abutting on the west?

MR AVITABILE: So to the west is a two or three-
story set of rowhouses that are owned by the university.
They are --

COW SSI ONER MAY: Onh, yeah, but --

MR AVITABI LE: -- 1918. There you go.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Okay. That will do it.

MR. AVI TABILE: Go back to the --

COW SSI ONER MAY: Go to the one that shows the
massi ng, that shows the building there.

MR, AVITABILE: Perfect. There we go. So that
gi ves you a sense of on what is on either side.

COMM SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay. Ckay.

MR. AVI TABI LE: So you see where -- so on the, to
the west it is -- on F Street are those three-story
r owhouses. So behind that is the taller 1922 F Street
bui |l di ng, whichis an old office building that the university
now uses. And then to the south is anot her residence hall,
Mtchell Hall, that's about the same hei ght as our buil ding,
about 90 feet tall.

COW SSI ONER MNAY: Yeah, | nmean, | think it is
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pretty clear that it's -- you won't see the canopy structure

fromthe street, based on just the narrowalley that it's on.

And |I'm not -- but I'm not totally convinced that the
strategy of dropping the enclosure wall is the right thing
to do, because | nean, yes, it theoretically reduces the

mass, but it also neans that, you know, we're going to be
| ooki ng at nechanical equipnent instead of |ooking at a
mechani cal encl osure.

Is there -- and if there wasn't any chance that
anybody was going to see it or any nenber of the public was
going to see it, | would be | ess concerned. But | don't know
how visible it is fromthe west side. Is it possible to see
over those townhouses or that other office building?

MR.  AVI TABI LE: So we are going to pull up the
perspective that we have that shows you what you can see.
| will note that, at my request, we have renoved a tree that
was in the foreground of this inage that actually does
actual ly sonmewhat occlude the view of them but let's pull
it up.

So as they bring that up, I'll start with right
now there are cooling towers up on that roof that are
actually much cl oser to the edge and not screened right now,
so what we are doi ng now does inprove fromwhat the current
condition is, which is not necessarily -- |I'm just noting

t hat --
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COW SSI ONER MAY:  (Okay. Good. It's |ess bad.

MR AVITABILE: [It's |ess bad.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yeah.

MR AVI TABI LE: And we did go -- you know,
struggle with kind of what was the better approach here, ask
for setback relief or conply with the setback requirenents
and just ask for a | ower enclosure. And on balance, this is
where we cane out and we did discuss this with the Ofice of
Planning and | think they thought that it made sense to
pursue this approach, though I' mnot going to speak for them

And now that |'ve put themon the spot --

COW SSI ONER MAY:  No, that's okay. | read their
report. They are already on the spot.

MR, AVI TABI LE: But we felt |like -- on bal ance,
this was the right approach here, given that it was tucked
back to -- further back in the building.

You know, to pull up and have this |[|arger
structure sitting up there that woul d then have to extend and
come all the way towards the front, seened like it would be
unnecessarily tall and | arge.

So that's -- when the inmage conmes up, | think it
will help clarify. Let's start with that. So why is it not
showi ng up on the screen? So we have it here, but it's not
showi ng up on the screen. Here it cones. Here we go.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Thanks.
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MR, AVITABILE: Geat, thank you. So this is an

I mage fromF Street from across the street and you can see
here you don't actually see the back part of the building at
all.

MR, AVITABI LE: There is another image that w |
be further down the street. This was -- | asked them to
I ncl ude what's the worst case view scenari o.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yeah. Oh, good.

MR AVITABILE: And this is the worst case view
scenari o. Though again, there is a tree that sits right
where that jogger is that does cone up and actually |argely
In the rendering was occludi ng nuch of the view of those.

But you can see they are there. | think they are
relatively not visible and to increase the entire hei ght of
t hat encl osure to the 19 feet, tous, felt like it woul d make
the entire roof structure feel nuch nore visible and
apparent, rather than letting half of those things peek
t hr ough.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay.

MR AVITABILE: And that was --

COWMWM SSI ONER MAY:  Yeah, no, | see the argunent.
What's the future hold for these blank walls that we are
| ooking at here? |Is that -- the far right blank wall there
is that going to be replaced by a building?

MR. AVI TABI LE: So that right there, that one?
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COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yeabh.

MR. VAN DER WERF: [It's just a --

COW SSI ONER  MVAY: That's a blank wall that is
facing the street?

MR. VAN DER VERF: Ri ght . It's just the -- a
sinplification in our massing nodel .

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Oh, okay.

MR. VAN DER WERF: O the existing building.

COW SSI ONER MAY: |s that -- are those buil di ngs
all going to stay in the long run?

MR. VAN DER WERF: Yes, yeah. Well, or at |east
as far as | know.

MS. KNI GHT: You are tal ki ng about the three-story
t ownhouse bui | di ng?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Yeah.

M5. KNI GHT: Ckay. Wiere the --

COMM SSI ONER MAY:  Well, there is a three-story
t ownhouse building --

MS. KNI GHT:  Yep.

COWMM SSI ONER MAY: -- then where the hand i s right
now.

M5. KNI GHT: So bot h of those buil dings are within
an Historic District on our canpus and --

M5. CORA: The 1918 is designated, isn't it?

MS. KNI GHT: And the townhouse building itself is
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a designated buil ding. So we don't anticipate any
nodi fications there.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  (Okay. So that's always goi ng
to be visible.

M5. KNI GHT: Yeah.

COW SSI ONER MAY: Except for the tree. Ckay.
Al right. Thank you. | don't have any ot her questions, but
| mght once |I |look at the other subm ssions.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: CGkay. Conm ssi oner Shapiro?

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Thank you, M. Chair.
want to foll owup on Conm ssioner May's question even if you
just give us a snapshot of -- | have never heard, either, of
a university saying they are going to reduce their
under graduate population by 20 percent. And |'m just
curi ous.

M5. KNIGHT: So I'll take a step back to sunmer
of this year, the university kicked off a five-year strategic
plan. W have a president who has been in office nowfor two
years, a new chair of our board of trustees, and our
| eadershi p teambegan to articulate a vision of five pillars
of a strategic plan, one of which is the undergraduate
experi ence.

And in task force and working groups and
conversation, there were a nunber of initiatives that cane

from that, one of which was taking a look at the
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under graduat e student population and, a term | have heard
used, just sort of right-sizing it to our peer group and the
type of wundergraduate experience that we wsh for our
students to have.

That 1s a process that is far broader than this
Thurston project, but the interrelationship, of course, is
t he reduction in undergraduate students that nakes the m nor
reduction in the nunber of beds in Thurston Hall sonething
that is really a non-issue for the institution as we | ook
forward to what we are antici pating on our canpus. Does that
hel p? Okay.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO | al so have questi ons about
the -- and one of the students nentioned it too, related to
sustainability with the building and if you could talk a
little bit about that? | see the solar array on the roof,
| see the green roof, but |'m just curious about what
approach you have taken and I nay have m ssed anyt hi ng ar ound
the LEED certification, |"'msure | did, because it's in there
somewhere, but pl ease tal k about the environnmental el enents.

MR. VAN DER VWERF: Yes, certainly. Yes, indeed.
Vell, the building is being designed to be certified as a
LEED Silver building under LEED Version IV, and | think as
many of you may be aware, under that version the baseline
per f or mance standards have increased and so that represents

a higher level of certification effectively relative to
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fornmer versions of LEED.

The roof, as you noted, will include about a 2,500
square foot -- excuse ne, a 2,000 square foot PV array, which
w Il generate about 35 kilowatt hours annually, and a 2, 500

square foot green roof, approximately, to help neet the
District's stringent stormwater requirenents.

Wthin the building, we wll achieve increased
energy performance with careful system selection, energy
recovery on all the primary air handling equipnent. The
| mproved envel ope wi Il be adding i nsulation to the buil ding,
it currently has none, and replacing the wndows wth new
thermal ly inproved w ndows.

In addition, within the building we will be using
LED |ighting throughout to reduce the lighting power | oads.
And inportantly by reinvesting and reusing Thurston Hall,
there is significant carbon savings and also a significant
enbodi ed energy savings to the project.

COWMWM SSI ONER SHAPI RO Thank you. And |I'm just
curious about what the inpact of the canopy is in all that
and how you factor in the --

MR. VAN DER WERF: |Indeed. WlIl, the canopy, as
Commi ssi oner May noted, allows us not to fully enclose and
fully condition that space, so we are not being as energy-
i ntensive as we would be, for exanple, with an atrium

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RG The material that the
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canopy is nmade of, how -- it may be ny ignorance, howtried,
tested and true is that material ?

MR. VAN DER WERF: Wll, 1t has been used
extensi vel y t hroughout Europe and the Far East and there are
afewprojectsinthe United States, especially for | ong span
structures and sports stadia and | arge assenbly venues such
as that, soit's commonly enpl oyed for this sort of solution.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO: kay. Thank you. That's
all | have for now, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON  HOOD: Al right. Comm ssi oner
Turnbul | ?

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Thank you, M. Chair.
Just followng up on the -- your five-year plan, do you --
and with the reduction in undergraduate body, do you see an
i ncrease then in online studi es and prograns so that students
would not be living on canpus, but would conme in
periodically? | mean, is that part of the issue?

M5. KNI GHT: So we kicked off the strategic
pl anni ng process in the sumrer. There are five pillars, one
of whi ch i s under graduat e educati on, anot her is di stingui shed
graduat e and PhD prograns, research and so on. W are having
forunms right now t hroughout the university on each topic, so
exactly howit evol ves around what, you know, what does this
nmean for the institution nore broadly is still under

conversation at the institution of howwe acconplish this and
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what are the | evers and areas of focus we are going to have
around these types of prograns.

So | have not been a part of a conversation that
answers that question.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Okay. | was just curious
because there is another certain local university which is
now calling itself a global canpus and | was just curious
whet her you were seei ng yoursel f reaching out on the internet
and havi ng courses or whatever to expand your base.

MS. KNI GHT: The uni versity does of fer sone online
courses and degree prograns currently. Wether those expand
or not though I think is to be determned. That strategic
plan that |'mreferencing is continuing to be socialized and
di scussed at the university and we expect a draft in the
spring and | think finalization in the summer, according to
our president's nost recent information.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL.: Ckay. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Vice Chair?

VICE CHAIR M LLER: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Thank you for your presentation on these four applications
for one Thurston Hall renovation. | don't understand how our
rules require you to do that, but they do and you have
managed to consolidate it and I'm glad we have consol i dated

it into one hearing night.
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So and thank you for your comrunity engagenent
wor king wth ANC-2A and Foggy Bottom Associ ation, Wst End
Citizens to garner all their support and the voluntary
nei ghbor hood agreenent, 56 pages long, which | enjoyed
reading. Is it really necessary to prohibit -- isit juniors
and seniors who are going to be living at One WAashi ngton
Circle Hotel? Is it really necessary to prohibit the use of
t he bal coni es and t he swi nm ng pool as opposed to restricting
the hours? | guess that's sonething you all obviously
voluntarily worked out wth your nei ghbors, but it just seens
li ke an anenity that | think as a junior or senior | could
have responsi bly used.

What's the story there?

M5. KNI GHT: So I'lIl start with the bal conies.
It is --

VICECHAIRMLLER Is it safety reasons? | nean,
you think people are going to --

M5. KNI GHT: | think it's a conbination of
factors. | would say that the primary factor in this
conversati on between the university and the community, when
the university operated a property on 24th Street, we called
it City Hall. It was the St. Janes Hotel prior to that, and
there were balconies, we did have sonme chall enges around
student behavi or, noise, things getting occasionally thrown

of f the bal conies and other types of issues.
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And | think when we engaged in this dialogue with

the community, that was one of the first sort of things that
peopl e renenbered about bal conies at a residence hall and
that's where that concern cane from And the university was
willing to agree to that, given where the property is | ocated
and the adjacent residential neighbors.

SSmlarly with the swinmng pool, we have had
residence halls in the past with sw nmmng pools and have
found that in the tinmes between when we had previously had
t hese types of buil di ngs when we cl osed t he pool and reopened
the pool, there was very little sort of usable tine during
the academ c year. And honestly One Washi ngton G rcl e Hot el
managenent had previously asked the university to consider
closing the pool as a hotel anenity as well. And we were in
t he process of doing that or considering that.

So it fit together and nade sense, both for the
| ong-termhotel asset as well as alleviating the concerns of
the community around that particul ar piece of the property.

VICE CHAIR M LLER. And the canopy seens |like a
good addition, inprovenent to the area. And | noticed in
your materials you talk about, so it will be able to be used
for three seasons. Wy, is it not going to be open during
winter or -- | know it's not going to be heated or air
condi ti oned, but what is the reference of three seasons? The

kids aren't there in the sunmmer?
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MR. VAN DER VERF: Well, it certainly will be open

t hroughout the year. | think at points in the sunmer it wll
be very warmas the District is very warmin sumer. And at
points inthe winter, it nmay be very cold, but overall we are
| ooking to make it usable in a confortable way for about
three-quarters of the year.

VICE CHAIR MLLER: And | was surprised by your
statenent about 114 days of precipitationin the D strict of
Col unbia. That seened like a lot nore than | was aware of.
| don't think | would be living here that long if | thought
that one-third of the days of the year were raining or
snowi ng, but thank you for that information. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Let's tal k about the
agreenent. How did those conversations go? | guess M.
Kni ght and M. Avitabile, howdid those conversations go with
the community? | have been here -- when | did have to use,
be the -- what did you call ne again? The bully pulpit, |
have been here for those discussions when the hearings were
much di fferent than what they are now, so | want to comrend
ever ybody. I'm definitely not faulting anybody. ' m
actual ly congratul ati ng you.

But what | would like to know is how did those
conversations go to get to this agreenment that it seens that
we are having? Everybody is on one accord and |I renenber --

well, | don't want to bring back some of the nenories, but
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| can renenber sonetines we woul dn't even speak. W had the
conmunity on one side, GNon the other side and it was rough.

When we cane in here for a hearing, we knew we
were going to be here at least until 11:00 or the tine that
the Metro closed. At that time, it was 12:00.

So how are the conversations goi ng now? |'mj ust
curi ous.

MR AVITABI LE: Well, they kept ne out of it, so
"Il Tet Ms. Knight talk.

CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Oh, so that's why you
made progress.

M5S. KNI GHT: Perhaps that's the reci pe, nowwe al
know. No, just kidding. You know, | think the conversation
and we have our colleagues and our neighbors from the ANC
here who can comment as well, our first conversation on
public neeting was perhaps as you renenber sone of our
engagenent and interactions.

There were a |l ot of concerns. There were a |ot
of , you know, legitinmate concerns, |ack of information that
had been available at that tinme and | think that our
colleagues at the ANC tried to comunicate wth the
uni versity the concerns of the nei ghborhood. W tried to put
on our best thinking cap, agree to anything that we could
feel confortable agreeing to and | think you will see that

in the voluntary agreenent and sonme of the comrents that
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Comm ssioner MIller had nade about how we operate the
properties, GAPD response.

Those types of things that, you know, really were
commentary about the quality of |ife and the concerns about
quality of life associated with the tenporary use of these
properties. And | think we ultimately found sonething that
everyone was confortabl e was the best solution. | don't know
t hat anyone will say it's perfect and | think that Dave chose
hi s words fromthe vol untary nei ghbor hood agreenent that says
sonething like, tolimt the inpacts.

There wi Il be additional students |iving north of
Washington Crcle. And we feel |Iike we have found the best
sol ution possible through our conversation. So hopefully
that gives you a flavor.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Right. And I'mlooking at this
agreenent and | know that -- and | don't want to knock it.
You know, | think it is great. |'mglad we have got to where
we are here, because every tine | see GN again, | repeat |
go back to what I'mused to seeing. And |I'mglad over the
years it has gotten better.

But there's alot inthis agreenent and around t he
city, not just GN but around the city in any project we put
conditions in place at the Comm ssion level. And sonetines
it gets lost. The ANCs change. ANC conmi ssioners get voted

out. Some of them nove on to other things.
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So how will the university play a part to nake
sure that this stays intact?

For exanple, | think | saw sonet hi ng where you do
sone kind of report, | don't know if it was a biannual
report, to the ANC. If the ANC changes and if they don't
know, wi ||l GWjust automatically go out and hey, | ook, we are
supposed to give you all a report. Now, it's different if
you go in and there is a new conm ssion and they say we don't
want to hear it. And it's also different in not going to
present a -- |let themknow that this has been nenoriali zed.

How do you see that panning out?

M5. KNIGHT: So | would say a couple of things.
The first of which is we have an ongoi ng dial ogue with the
comunity, both through our ANC conm ssioners, but also
t hrough the West End Citizens Association, the Foggy Bottom
Associ ation, our Canpus Plan Advisory Conmmttee, which was
called for in the Canpus Plan as a forum for dialogue. And
| am very confident that should everyone at the university
have ammesi a, we woul d be rem nded.

That said, at a university |level we do have a
structure in place through our Canpus Planning Team
community and District relations where we have a group of
people that neet regularly and tal k about our Canpus Pl an
commitnents and the things that we need to be doing to

mai ntai n those conm t nents.
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We have cal endars around, you know, putting out
notifications to students every year around our parKking
requi renents and a whole list of things that Susi Cora, who
Is sitting behind ne, spearheads at this point for the
uni versity. So we do have a structure in place to make sure
that we are living up to those commtnents.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. And I'Il just end on
this. | want to commend everyone, because |ike | said, these
are nmuch different hearings over these past few years.

So any followup questions up here? Ckay. Not
seei ng any, do we have any representatives here from ANC 2A
who woul d |ike to cross-exam ne?

MR SMTH  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON  HOQOD: Wuld you |ike to cross-
exanm ne? Conme on and i ntroduce yourself. You don't want to
Cross?

MR SMTH: | would be happy to i ntroduce nyself.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Are you goi ng to cross-exam ne?
W are going to --

MR, SM TH: No, no.

CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Let me just say this. In a
m nute, you are going to have the whole floor, but if you
have any questions or coomments? No, no, you're fine. You're
fine.

MR SMTH  There is no cross-exam nati on.
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CHAI RPERSON HOOD: So we wi Il call you up shortly.

| don't think we -- West End, did you? GCkay. And did we
have anybody el se? It was just ANC and West End? That's it.
kay. Let's go to the Ofice of Planning, M. Jesick, and
then we wll go to | think Ms. Bridges, are you presenting
toni ght or M. Zi nmerman?

M5. BRIDGES: | am

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. And |'msorry, | thought
when M. Jesick brought nme a paper, | figured -- | didn't
read it, | just figured that you was wth the Ofice of
Planning. So I'msorry. Al right. M. Jesick?

MR JESICK: Thank you, M. Chairman and Menbers
of the Comm ssion. The Ofice of Planning is supportive of
all four applications and recommends approval .

"1l rest onthe record of our witten report, but
| can take any questions. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: CGkay. Thank you, M. Jesi ck.
Ms. Bridges?

MS. BRI DGES: Good eveni ng, Chairman Hood and
Commi ssi oners. For the record, ny nane is Kelsey Bridges
with the District Departnment of Transportation and with me
is ny coll eague, Aaron Zi nmer man.

DDOT is supportive of this project. W noted in
our Novenber 22, 2019 report that the nodification will have

m ni mal i npacts on the transportation network due to its | ack
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of on-site parking, | ocation and pedestrian-friendly
environnent, proximty to two nearby Metro Stations and
reduction in student popul ation.

The applicant proposed a Loadi ng Managenent Pl an
for Thurston Hall and a TDM Pl an for tenporary rel ocati on of
students in the CTR DDOT has no objection to the approval
of the proposed nodification with the inclusion of these two
conditions as noted in our report. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Thank you both. Let's see if
we have any questions of either the Ofice of Planning or
DDOT. Ckay. Not seeing any, does the applicant have any
gquestions of either one? Does the ANC have any questions of
either the Ofice of Planning or DDOT? M. Maddux, any
gquesti ons?

Ckay. Al right. Let's goto the report of the
ANC. If you can cone forward, the floor is yours. |Introduce

yoursel f and you may begin.

MR. SM TH: Thank vyou, M. Chai rman and
Commi ssi oners. My name is WII Smth. I'"'m the Chair of
ANC- 2A. | represent Single Menber District 2A04. |'mjoi ned
toni ght by Commr ssioner Jerry Epstein. Do you want to

i ntroduce yoursel f?
M5. EPSTEIN: |I'mJerry Epstein. |I'mthe Single
Menber District representative from2A06 and we are about to

beconme the hospitality unit for GWNstudents.
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MR SM TH: So nost of the inpact was in
Comm ssi oner Epstein's Single Menber District. | was going
to keep this very short, but based on the questions |I'm

heari ng from Comm ssi oners, | thought you m ght be interested
in a little bit of the background dial ogue we had around
this, which mrrors to sone degree your own.

| think, and you can correct nme on this, in the
sunmmer or |ate spring we were approached for a two-stage
project, which included the construction of a new dorm
sonewhere to the east of this, which was then going to serve
a swi ng space for the renovation of Thurston Hall.

Sonme weeks, sone nonths after that, the university
cane back wth a reordering of those projects and the
Thurston Hall renovation was placed first.

W inquired as to why the change because it
seened, at that point, they were | ooking at the Canpus Pl an
nodi fication, so that required noving a substantial student
body outside the boundaries and we were sort of confused as
to why there was a change. And we couldn't quite get an
answer as to why this had happened. And eventually, there
was a | ot of paranoi a around that change and pl an because it
came qui ckly and so you can imagi ne fromthe history of al
of this, you know, kind of what the conmunity is thinking at
this point.

But eventually, the folks at the table came back
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to us and said, frankly, we are |ooking at shrinking the
student body. So our first request was well, can you,
pl ease, publicly announce that? And they went ahead and did
t hat .

So we then got into a series of conversations with
sone of the senior |eadership at the university about what
they were thinking, where they were headed and trying to
figure out whether this shift in strategic direction, which
was a huge deal fromthe comunity standpoint, and you guys
know exactly how big a deal it was, because you have |ived
t hrough the other strategic direction.

So we were very earnestly trying to see whet her
this was a real thing or whether this was sone kind of other
strategy and we cane to the conclusionit was real. And from
that point on, you know, it becanme about a very necessary
renovation to a property that was, frankly, you know,
dangerous and overdue for nmj or upgrade.

And from that perspective, the ANC was very
comritted to trying to get to yes on it. And that nmeant
trying to overcone decades worth of mstrust between the
parties and trying to put everything we could into black and
white, so that people who had questions and concerns and
paranoia could actually |look and see things on a docunent
that they could hold account abl e.

We al so included the Foggy Bottom Associ ation in
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t he agreenent for just the reason the Chairman cited, so that
there would be a consistent third-party available to act as
an institutional nenory should there be change over with the
ANC.

And | have to say the wuniversity's attitude
towards the community | think everybody felt, you know, had
changed dramatically. And in this renovation, | nean, these
negoti ations were characterized exactly as the GWfol ks had
said, interns of their willingness to consider anything that
woul d create concrete representations that what they were
doing was in earnest and what they were doing was exactly
what they said they wanted to do.

And | think they went the extra mle in doing
t hat . | think the community responded to that. We have
never seen this level of support from every comunity
organi zation and, frankly, every senior comunity activist
for a project involving GNbefore, so | share the Chairman's
appreciation for the way the university handled this set of
negoti ati ons.

And | think, you know, we definitely -- the ANC

vot ed unani nously to support the project. The one thing I
will say is we supported the project as opposed to the
application and | represented that | would nake this point

princi pally because of the decision the university took, not

to see a tenporary Certificate of COccupancy for One
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Washi ngton Circle, which as you know has a Certificate of
Cccupancy for a hotel.

We did not oppose that. W understood, | think,
that it was for -- to nove this project along, but there were
certain nmenbers of the conmunity who were suspi ci ous of that
and there was a general sense and | think | agreed to convey
It, that we don't want this to becone a regul ar strategy and
we reserve the right to protest that kind of nove in the
future.

Having said that, | think it was our opinion that
we would leave it up to the Zoning Conmm ssion to make a
judgnent on the appropriateness of that. And the ANC
certainly does not oppose noving forward on that basis.

Sowththat, | will stop and see -- Conmm ssi oner
Epstein was the principal go-between between those fol ks who
are nost anxi ous about this project and I think the ANC and
GN And | don't know, Jerry, if you want to say sonethi ng?

M5. EPSTEIN: Just a little bit. Just if people
are not entirely famliar with the Canpus Plan, which you
approved in 2007, it's a 20-year plan which would take us to
2027. And in it for those of us in 2A06, the principal
points were that the university could purchase properties
north of Washington Crcle. However, they would be used as
i nvest ment properties and they woul d not house under graduat e

st udents.
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So they had one property on New Hanpshire Avenue

named The Aston and that has been a GNLaw dorm for a |ong
time. And they have housed about 100 to 120 people in it.

One Washington Circle is a commercial hotel. And
what they asked us to do was to take these two properties for
the termof tw years and allowthemto be used for third and
fourth year undergraduates with a great deal of supervision.
And they basically were noving their canpus structure over
to these two buildings to appropriately supervise students
who are third and fourth year

When | say appropriately supervise, | nean, where
they are putting in the sane security. They are putting in
the sanme card pass. They are putting in the sanme canpus
police. So we were not enthusiastic, but we understood it.
And with GW we hanmmered out an agreenent for two years. And
i f they go beyond two years, there are substantial financi al
penalties. So they have agreed to them It is where we are.
W were surprised when they nentioned this, that there was
no Plan B. W were the Plan B.

And so it took us a little bit of tine to
understand that they really needed this dormtory to be done
and it did house over a 1,000 students. | would say we were
not excited by the idea, but | would like to commend the GW
team and the Goulston & Storrs people, especially David

Avi tabil e, who have been extrenely generous with their tine
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I n nei ghbor hood neetings, in ANC neeti ngs.

We have cone to an agreenent that we think we can
live with. And | think that it is due to their hard work.
So our ANC worked with them They worked wth the
nei ghborhood. And | think we are going to do sonething that
wll benefit the students for two years and no nore. Ckay.
Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Thank you. Let's see
If we have any questions or comments for either of the
conm ssi oners, Comm ssioner Smth or Comm ssioner Epstein?

MS. EPSTEIN. Epstein.

CHAI RPERSON  HOQOD: Epstein, okay. Does the
applicant have any cross?

MR AVI TABI LE: No, no, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ms. Maddux, you have any cross?
Again, | cantell you, | hate to keep soundi ng redundant, but

| have sat through many hearings, right M. My, down here

at night when it was rough. But you know, | didn't know
whether to wear a jacket like this or a black and white
shirt. | didn't know what was going to whistle.

But | think that this really shows though that the
community and the George Washi ngton University have really
wor ked together to bridge the gap. And again, | cannot
comrend you all enough.

Al ot of the coll eagues who are here, was anybody
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here for those, sone of those? Conm ssioner My probably

was.
COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ms. Stei ngasser.
CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ms. Steingasser definitely was
around |I'msure. Yeah, so anyway, |'msure other people if

they renmenber, maybe | better stop tal king about it before
we go back to sone or that. So let's stay where we are and
keep working with the trust factor, because | heard you say
that and that's a big deal. It's a big deal. So thank you
all very much. W appreciate that. kay.

All right. There are alot of letters in support
fromsone students as well, whichis indifferent files. W
did have -- we heard the report of the ANC and they do have
their vote recorded and | think they have a letter filed in
each case, from what | reviewed, and it has the approval
rating and how t hey approved it as a conm ssion.

So let's go to parties in support. M. Maddux?
And do we have anyone else who is going to testify in
support? Ckay. Then right after that, do we have anyone
here in opposition? Anyone here who is undeclared? kay.

And | want to conmmend your team You had a
gentl eman here who was here when | cane in and that really
shows the attitude he has on to nake sure he does his job.
So | want to conmend you. You beat ne here. Ckay. Ckay.

Ms. Maddux?
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M5. MADDUX: Good eveni ng, Chairnman Hood and the

Commi ssi on.

First of all, in Ms. Kahlow s absence, | have
brought ny nother as protection.

And secondly, | would like -- this is proof to her
that all the hours | have spent at the Zoni ng Conm ssion was
really civic duty and not sone bar in another part of town.
So she sees that you all are real and this is a real place.
So thank you very much.

Mot her, get your purse, we nmay have to |leave in
a hurry.

| graduated fromGNwW th an MBA in 1979 so there
are lots of wus here who have a long-term relationship
positively with degrees fromthe university.

| "' mSara Maddux. | live at 522 21st Street, which
is close to the GWUniversity Thurston Dorm | ocated at 1900
F Street. In fact, it is two bl ocks away.

|"mtestifying on behalf of the West End Citizens
Associ ation for which | serve as president. The WECA is the
ol dest citizen organi zation in the Foggy Bottomarea and one
of the -- WECA' s goals is maintaining the quality of life for
the residential community in the Foggy Bottom Wst End ar ea.

On Cctober 14, 2019, WECA requested party status
i n support of all four applications and the cases are |i sted.

On August 20th, WECA board voted unaninmously to
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support these contested cases. And the WECA did so w thout

requesting, here is those fanous words, quid pro quo fromGW
I ncluding any GW penalty for not neeting its expected
t wo-year construction deadline and 2-Year Tenporary Housi ng
Pl an.

Frankly, we were stunned by the $1 mllion per
senester penalty request as detailed in the subm ssionto the
Zoni ng Conm ssi on.

We are very famliar with the PUD process wher eby
anenities are linked to the benefit of both parties and are
usual ly determ ned by sone formof cost benefit anal ysis and
not in sone form or punitive fornmula based on uncertain
events and whi ch do not provi de for exceptions or energencies
whi ch are beyond human control .

Opening and redoing an old building can bring
surprise in situations previously unseen in the planning
process, even by the nost expert professionals.

Thus, the use of a financial carrot in terns of
a penalty is not wise or useful and is unknown territory as
successful in zoning Mdifications or anmendnents.

WECA supports the requested special exception
relief for |ot occupancy, penthouse height, and penthouse
set back requirements. WECA is pleased that GWis trying to
i nprove the canpus experience for its students, because they

take these for the rest of their lives, by the extensive
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renovation plan of Thurston Dormtory for freshnen.

| ntroducing a new indoor canopy courtyard wl |
allow many students to remain at Thurston for neals and
socializing. WECAis al so pleased that no outdoor occupi abl e
space is proposed for the roof, which will ensure no noise
I npact fromthe proposed penthouse addition.

The WECA is optimstic that GAUw || conplete its
construction on tinme thereby not asking for any extension of
Its 2-Year Tenporary Housing Pl an.

WECA is also pleased with GNs plan to mnim ze
any adverse effects on the West End residential community who
live near One Washington Circle and The Aston.

WECA expects that GNwi || not request any further
t enpor ary housi ng pl ans out si de of the Canpus Pl an boundari es
for any future dormtories that nay be extensively renovat ed.

Thank you for consideration of our views.

CHAlI RPERSON  HOOD: Thank vyou, Ms. Maddux.
Commi ssi oners, any questions or comments? | guess ny tine
is up. Any questions or comments?

Ms. Maddux, if the -- 1'm looking at your
testinmony in the | ast paragraph. |f that does not hold true,
woul d VECA, woul d West End have sone i ssues or woul d you open
up for discussion? Because sonetines it's just like trying
to predict the future, sonetinmes that's kind of hard.

M5. MADDUX: That is why we agreed that we didn't

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

48

like this penalty situation. | nmean, who is the I|aw
enforcenent on this sort of thing? If they need to go
beyond, there is a systemin the zoning organization about
com ng back to you all to ask for either an extensi on or sone
sort of situation when people don't neet what is included in
t he conditions.

And we have had previ ous experience wth that that
have turned out successfully, such as when we finally got the
restaurant in the | MF buil ding and Founding Farners is there
now and it's one of the top-rated restaurants i n Washi ngton.

And when we had a problemw th the, what is now,
dormtory at the corner of 20th and E Street when it didn't
work out and we finally cane to an agreenent and we had the
Foggy Bott om Food Program whi ch wor ked out and we |i qui dat ed
all the noney in accordance with the agreenent.

So there are nechanisns to cone back for real
people to look at the situation. And | think everybody who
has ever lived in a building that is nore than 30 days after
cl osing, wal ks in the door and finds sonething that needs to
be fixed. |'"'m synpathetic with GW having to anticipate
working with a very old building that hasn't been opened up
and | ooked at physically in decades, that they m ght have
sonme serious problens that are going to change how they are
going to have to do sonething in terns of air conditioning,

el ectricity, any nunmber of things, sone redesign of the
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roons, whatever.

And this building is also held close to heart by
all the GNstudents, because every single one of themwho has
ever |lived there has a story about howthey began at GNW And
GWwants to honor this. They want to maintain. They want
to make it better. There is a neww nd, as you have noti ced,
in the testinony from everybody about what -- the new
presi dent and his staff who has cone to town and we are all
really just trying to buy sone of the good things that are
happeni ng.

But also, there is a great concern that | think
you have to provide in case there is a serious problem

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: (Okay. Understood. Any ot her
questions up here? Ckay. Does the applicant have any cross?

MR, AVI TABI LE: No.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Does the ANC have any cross?

MR, SMTH  No.

CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: CGkay. Thank you, Ms. Maddux.
And I'm going to say this to your nom yes, you were down
here, too, all those nights, so you are covered. You were
down here with us those | ate nights.

Al right. Let's goto -- | think I called for
this, but 1'mgoing to do it again. Any persons who are here
i n support who would like to testify? Again, | have al ready

noted what is in the record. W have a nunber of letters of
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support.

Any persons who are here i n opposition of any four
of these cases? Any one of these cases? And anyone who is
here undecl ared? Ckay. Commi ssioner, you scared ne when you
-- when | said undeclared. Now, wait a mnute, | was going
to get confused. Ckay. Al right. M. Avitabile?

MR, AVI TABI LE: W don't have any rebuttal,
don't think.

CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Hold on a second. | have a
question up here.

COW SSI ONER SHAPIRO. | do have a question for
the applicant. Wat's the total devel opnent cost that you
are projecting for the Thurston Hall renovation and for the
One Washington Crcle and The Aston? |'mjust trying to put
it in perspective of the $1 m|llion penalty.

M5. KNIGHT: So the university is not planning to
do any extensive work at either The Aston or the One
Washington Circle Hotel in order to acconmpdate students.

In terns of the Thurston Hall renovation, the
approved budget for the project is around $80 mllion right
NOW.

COMWM SSI ONER SHAPI RO Okay. Thank you. Thank
you, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: So |l et nme just do one | ast call

for the students. Did you all want to conme up and testify?
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Does anybody want to cone up and read your testinony?

M5. MATTHEWS: We can.

M5. KNIGHT: | think they would be pleased to if
t he Conmm ssion woul d i ndul ge a couple of our students.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Wel|, Comm ssioner My noted
to ne that maybe they wanted to cone up and do that.

M5. KNI GHT: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: So we have tine, especially for
students. But while they are comng, let ne -- Vice Chair
MIller, did you have sonething you wanted to ask?

VICE CHAIR M LLER: Yeah. So just follow ng up
to GN since you have agreed to the, voluntarily, $1 mllion
| i qui dat ed danages, if you don't neet the two year. | assune
you are confident that you can conplete the renovation of
Thurston Hall within that two year tinme period?

M5. KNI GHT: That is correct.

VICE CHAIR M LLER. Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOQD: Ckay. Maybe we're going to
start with the president first. | don't want to get in
trouble. Wio is -- oh, you the president? Yeah, let's start
with the president first.

M5. MATTHEWS: All right. Good evening, everyone.
| introduced nyself earlier, I'mSJ Matthews. |'ma senior
at GN majoring in classical studies. This year | have the

privilege of serving as GV Student Body President.
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|'"'m here this evening to speak to you about the
proposed Thurston Hall renovati ons and what they nean for the
GW st udent body.

This past spring | was able to serve on the
Thurston Design Commttee, which was conprised of students,
staff and faculty and we were tasked wth picking a design
for the Thurston Hall renovati ons.

During the search for an architectural firm we
di scussed sone of the key elenents that make Thurston Hal
what it is today: A hub for first year community and how we
could translate it into that new design.

Community is a critical part of the first year
experience and often tines it is those relationships that
students formduring their first year that |ast well beyond
that into the -- well beyond their four years in coll ege.

Wt h these proposed renovati ons we are putting not
only an enphasis on first year community, but also an
enphasis on health and well ness. This redesign features
anpl e comon space on the different residential floors to
easily allow for students to come together and build
rel ati onshi ps.

Additionally, the new design focuses on natural
| ight and ensuring students are exposed to it, as nuch as
possible, in addition to the open atrium that will allow

students to spend tinme in a uni que outdoor space for nost of
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the year.

It is changes like this that will usher GWNinto
a new era that focuses on the student experience and
prioritize student health.

The renovated Thurston Hall wll serve as a
cornerstone of this newera at GN As associ ati on president,
| often hear from students about their frustrations |iving
in a building as old as Thurston. Their conplaints all stem
fromthe fact that the needs of the student body have changed
over the years, but Thurston has not.

This renovation wll ensure that GWis able to
nmeet the needs of its first year students and provi de them
with a great first year experience.

["min full support of these proposed renovations
and | thank you for listening to ne.

CHAI RPERSON HOQD: Thank you. Let's go again.
Next ?

M5, DI AZ: kay. Hi, everyone. My nane is
Trinity Diaz and I'm a junior at GW studying business
adm nistration. And | currently serve as the president of
t he Resi dence Hall Association on canpus.

As a student leader, |I'm here testifying in
support of the proposed renovations at Thurston.

As president of the Residence Hall Association,

| hel p advocate for residential students and build comunity
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on-canpus. The biggest group of -- in need of community when
| arrived onto canpus are first year students who have j ust
noved far away from hone to a new pl ace.

As the building currently stands, Thurston has
limted community spaces nmaking it difficult for students to
get to know nenbers of their hall and make friends during
their first nonths on canpus.

VWhi |l e the Residence Hall Association, as well as
residential staff |ike the RA Teans, have tried to foster
community by drawi ng students to the few commobn spaces t hat
exi st. Addi ng nore places for students to cone together
woul d hel p students naturally get to know their nei ghbors.

The proposed renovation at Thurston Hall add not
only I ounges, study spaces and kitchens to alnost every
floor, but also larger gathering spaces in the atrium
pent house, and basenent |evels.

These additions will have a trenendous effect on
the first year experience and help build the conmunity that
GWcurrently | acks.

Wiile | didn't live at Thurston Hall ny freshman
year, | did live in West Hall, which is the only residence
hall on canpus on either the Foggy Bottom or Munt Vernon
Canmpuses to have study spaces and kitchens on every fl oor,
as well as larger spaces in a dining hall on the basenent

| evel s.
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The availability of these spaces have a huge
effect on the community that ny hall was able to build ny
freshman year, as we would all freely gather in community
spaces to get to know our peers.

This type of experience is fairly unique to us,
but the proposed renovations to Thurston would help bring
this level of community to the Foggy Bottom Canpus.

Renovati ng Thurston woul d have a direct inpact on
the ability of students to feel wel cone and at hone i n Foggy
Bott om

New community spaces are just one of the nmany
reasons why Thurston renovations will nake GWa better, nore
wel com ng canpus for students. And | fully support the
proposed renovations and | look forward to hearing your
deci si on.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Thank you. Next?

MR, NMATW CK: Good eveni ng, Conmm ssioners. My
name is Collin Matwick and I'm currently a junior at GW
studyi ng business adm nistration. | amhere to testify in
support of the Thurston Hall renovati on.

| have lived on the Foggy Bottom Canpus all three
years | have spent at GWand |'ma proud fornmer resident of
Thurston Hall. While | nade friendships there that | expect
to last for decades to cone, including nmy current roommate,

whose birthday is today, | am on strong support of the
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renovation not only because of the inprovenents it wll
provide to its future residents, but for what it neans as GW
bei ng a continued nodel of urban sustainability.

Throughout ny entire tinme at GN | have been
I nvol ved with Canp Age W whi ch have been com ng to hearings
since 2006 and submtted hundreds of letters of support for
vari ous GW Canpus projects.

Si nce Canp Age W focuses on connecting students
to the future of our school, GNs sustainability initiatives
are a maj or part of our work through our econom cs program
which is a forum for students commtted to «creating
sust ai nabl e change on canpus, so they can provide feedback
on GWs sustainable efforts inits current and new buil di ng.

From increasing conposting efforts and water
bottle filling stations around canpus to hel ping students
understand why low flow toilets and sinks are a vital part
of our overall sustainability goals, Canp Age Wregularly
partner with GNand |'m proud of the progress we have made.
That's why |'m especially pleased that Thurston's redesign
is pursuing a mninmum of LEED-silver certification joining
14 ot her buil di ngs on canpus with that desi gnati on or higher.

Additionally, the penthouse roof is set toinclude
a solar photovoltaic system that wll provide clean,
renewabl e energy to the building, increasing the progress we

are nmaking toward both the university and the District's

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

57

sustai nability goals.

These are just a couple of the dozens of ways the
proposed renovation will nmake GWa nore sustainable, livable
canpus for students.

["'min full support of the renovation and | | ook
forward to seeing the progression of this project from
concept to reality.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: G eat. | want to thank the
students. Did you say today was your birthday?

MR MATWCK: It's ny roonmate' s birthday.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Onh, your roonmate's birthday.

MR MATWCK: Who | net in Thurston Hall

CHAl RPERSON HOCD: On, you net. Onh, okay.

MR, MATW CK:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON  HOQOD: | was m sunderstanding the
connecti on. | thought it was your birthday. Okay. Tell
your roomrmate we all said happy birthday.

Ckay. Any questions of -- Comm ssioner Shapiro?

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Thank you, M. Chair. Just
a question for one or all of you just briefly. |'mcurious
about your -- thank you, by the way, for your testinony and
for your attention to this.

| "' mcurious about your -- what was your reaction
to -- when you heard that the university was |ooking to

right-size its undergraduate popul ati on by 20 percent?
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M5. MATTHEWS: | heard about this plan over the

summer. The president and | talked about it at length. |
think it nmakes a ton of sense. | think we are kind of
stretched thin at the nonent, in terns of resources. And
whil e students are getting a good experience at GN it wll
definitely inprove if there are | ess students.

And it does also follow the nationw de trend of
the fact that over the next decade, we are going to have
substantially less 18 year-olds going to college. And every
university in the country is going to be facing this cut and
we are just getting ahead of it. W think it's really smart
and really cool.

And I'mon the Strategic Planning Commttee, so
"' m hel ping draft that strategic plan that is going to take

us over the next five years and oversee this 20 percent

reduction. | think it's a really good call.
M5, DI AZ: | generally agree that it is a coo
call, but just to add on, a lot of our buildings on canmpus

ri ght now have a | ot of students inside one room Ful bright
Hal |, which recently now has its first year students, was
upgr aded fromhavi ng t hree peopl e per roomto four peopl e per
room So just generally bringing down the canmpus popul ati on
will just hel p make sonme of those spaces just better to live
in and have a better student experience just from not being

so popul ated at the nonent. But yes.
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MR MATW CK: Yes, | agree wth everyone,

everything that was said, yes.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Thank you. Thank you all.
Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON  HOOD: So any other questions,
comment s? Conm ssi oner May?

COW SSI ONER MAY: Yeah, | just wanted to thank
you all for com ng and testifying and getting sone experience
at the table there. Wo knows, maybe you wll get nore in
the future judging from the nunber of GW graduates in the
room perform ng various functions over there, over here.

| mean just -- but it's good to have you here.
It's also -- | nmean, this is a marked change fromthe way it
was when | heard ny first GWrelated case, which probably
would have been, | don't know, in the early 2000s or
something like that where it is, you know, the student body
com ng out to support really does nake a difference. So |
real |y appreciate you com ng out, even if you don't all cone
and tal k, just seeing you all here is good.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Any questions or conments? So
I'"'ma little out of the | oop now. You know, | used to watch

ol der peopl e when they were doing conputers and | woul d say

oh, man, they can -- but now, I'min that real m where | am
not catching on. | have to get ny grandkids to show ne
t hi ngs.
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You nentioned sonething that | want to ask you
about and | haven't done the research, so forgive ne. You
said when you get 18, they're not going to go to school
Now, | know things have changed and | know the mllennials
now are going to be mllionaires. They do things a | ot
faster and a lot differently than what the people in Peter
Shapiro's age nmay have done.

But help nme understand that. Were should | go
read about this? Because |'m curious about what you just
sai d.

M5, MATTHEWS: There is just |like a population
decr ease. From ny understanding, it would have happened
during the last recession. So just you have peopl e having
| ess kids and right nowwe are just going to have | ess people
going to college over the next decade, it's --

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ch, okay.

M5.  MATTHEWS: -- all our wuniversities are
stretched thin, because we had a popul ati on boom before, but
now we are going to have a lot of enpty beds, so we are

getting ahead of that.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ch, okay. | was thinking--
M5. MATTHEWS: | think that's right.
CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: -- when they get 18, they are

going to be thinking well enough, they can go meke their

mllions without going to school. That's where | was. Maybe
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that i1s true, too. | don't know. | have to do sone nore
research, so thank you for that.

Any ot her questions up here? Does the applicant
have any cross for thenf? The ANC have any cross? Ms. Maddux,
any cross?

As Conmm ssioner My and others have said, we
appreciate you all com ng down and providing testinony. It
means a lot. Thank you. Are you going back to party with
your room - -

MR MATW CK: W have finals comng up, so
unfortunately we will not be, but it is his 21st birthday,
so it's kind of sad.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Well, let's make those A's on
the finals and then maybe we can party. Okay. Al right.
So let's -- | think we are about ready to cl ose out.

Conmi ssi oner Turnbul | ?

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: | just had one question.
How many points short of gold are you on the LEED?

MR. VAN DER VERF: Yeah, we are still devel opi ng
our final score card. W are confident we can make silver
on the ow 50s and | think can continue to expl ore achi eving
hi gher | evel s, but right now, we are confident we can achi eve
silver.

COWMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: Ckay. Well, if you could

try for gold, that would be great. Thank you.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

62
CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Okay. M. Avitabile, | guess

we are ready to cl ose up.
MR AVITABILE: That's all right. W don't have

any rebuttal. W don't have anything to add. W certainly

t hank everyone for their tine. It is niceto be hereinthis
posture. If the Comm ssion is inclined, we would certainly
appreciate if you are willing to consider a Bench decision

this evening, so that we can proceed and nove forward. W
are on a tight tine frane.

Wth the residence hall, you've got a tine to
start construction, so you can deliver it at the start of the
senester, so we are noving quickly, but certainly every few
days hel ps. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO You apparently have two
years.

MR. AVI TABI LE: Yes, that's right. That's exactly
right. Cocks tick. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: All right. So we are going to
cl ose the hearing. I want to thank everyone for their
t esti nony. W really appreciate it and again comend
everyone for getting us to where we are today.

Commi ssi oners, you have heard the ask. Let ne
just look at Ms. Cain and ask Ms. Cain, is everything -- if
we were to nove tonight as was asked, do we have to do al

three or two or one? How do we do that? | know it's an
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order that needs to be done.

M5. CAIN. We woul d reconmend doi ng three separate
votes, so one on --

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Do the further processing.

M5. CAIN. -- for 01-17E

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

MS. CAIN: 06-12Q 06-12 -- or 06-11Q and then
06- 11R and break those into three. And then we had di scussed
alittle bit wwth the applicant doing three shorter orders,
based on those three decisions. W think that's probably the
cl eanest, easiest way to go through this.

CHAI RPERSON  HOQOD: Ckay. Let nme see where
col | eagues are.

COW SSI ONER MVAY: How do we do three votes on
four cases?

MS. CAIN: So 06-12Q and 06-11Q were actually
consolidated in the original order.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  CGot it.

M5. CAIN. So they are essentially treated as one

case.
COW SSI ONER MAY:  Got it. Al right.
CHAI RPERSON HOOD: | was fine until we just asked
t hat questi on. Now, what were the two again? Because |

t hought | had Q and R, but we have to do it in a specific

order, correct or can | just do them-- we can do them al
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under one bl anket ?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  She wants three votes.

M5. CAIN: | would take a vote on 01-17E first and
get that out of the way.

CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:  Ckay.

M5. CAIN. And then nove on to another vote on
06-12Q and 06-11Q together, so consolidate those two into
one.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

M5. CAIN:. And then the final vote on the further
processing which is 06-11R

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: So that goes to ny point.
Years ago | used to be able to pick that stuff up real quick,
but I'"'magetting a little slower.

Al right. So all right, Comm ssioners, if we are
ready to nove forward, | would nove -- | want to do the first
one and try to get us started.

| will nove approval of Zoning Comr ssion Case
01-17E and ask for a second.

VICE CHAIR M LLER  Second.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: It has been noved and properly
seconded. Any further discussion?

Al'l in favor?

ALL: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  Any opposition? Not hearing
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any, Ms. Schellin, would you, please, record the vote?
MS. SCHELLI N: Yes, staff records the vote as

5-0-0 to take final action on Zoning Conmm ssion Case No.

01-17E. Conmm ssi oner Hood noving, Comm ssioner Mller
secondi ng. Comm ssioners May, Shapiro and Turnbull in
support.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Also, | wll nove

approval of 06-11Q and 06-12Q and ask for a second.

VICE CHAIR M LLER:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: |t has been noved and properly
seconded. Any further discussion?

Al'l in favor?

ALL: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Any opposition? Not hearing
any, Ms. Schellin, would you, please, record the vote?

M5. SCHELLIN: Staff records the vote 5-0-0 to

approve final action in Zoni ng Comm ssi on Case No. 06-11Q and

06-12Q Comm ssi oner Hood noving, Conm ssioner Mller
secondi ng. Commi ssioners My, Shapiro and Turnbull in
support.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Okay. So I'mgoing to | et one
of my coll eagues do this next notion.

VICE CHAIR M LLER Ckay. M. Chairman, | woul d
nove that we -- the Zoning Commi ssion approve Zoning

Commi ssion Case No. 06-11R for further processing for
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Thurston Hall and ask for a second.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Second.

CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. It has been noved and
properly seconded. Any further discussion?

Al'l in favor?

ALL: Aye.

CHAl RPERSON HOOD:  Any opposition? Not hearing
any, Ms. Schellin, would you, please, record the vote?

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes, staff records the vote 5-0-0
to approve final action in Zoni ng Conm ssi on Case No. 06-11R
Comm ssi oner M1l er noving, Conmm ssioner Turnbull secondi ng.
Comm ssi oners Hood, May and Shapiro in support.

And as Ms. Cain stated, if we could have three
separate orders and | believe summary orders are not --

M5. CAIN: | think it would have to be short full
orders if that works.

M5. SCHELLIN: Okay. The Commission is okay with
that? Okay. |If we could have those, well, within tw weeks?
Does that work? Okay. Thank you.

MR AVITABILE: We will make it work. Thank you.

MS. SCHELLIN:. So there are three of them three
weeks. | nean, the sooner we get them the sooner you get
t hem back.

MR. AVI TABI LE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Ckay. Do we have anyt hing
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el se?

MS. SCHELLIN:  No, sir.

CHAI RPERSON  HOQOD: Ckay. W wish to thank
everyone for your testinony and assistance in this Public

Hearing. The record in this case is closed, except for any

i nformation that we requested. | don't believe we asked for
any the Secretary nentioned, | don't think that happened.
The Comm ssion wll nmke -- well, wth the

exception of what the Secretary nentioned, the Conm ssion
will make a decision in this case at one of its regular
nont hly neetings follow ng the closing of the record.

Also | want to thank M. Paul Young who i s working

behi nd the scenes. | thank everyone again for your hard work
and working together and | now declare this hearing
adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went of f the

record at 7:47 p.m)
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ny direction; further, that said transcript is a

true and accurate record of the proceedings.
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