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6:15 P.M
CHAI RVAN  HOOD: Good eveni ng, | adi es and
gent | enen. This is the public hearing of the Zoning

Comm ssion for the District of Colunbia. Today's date is
June 17, 2019. M nane is Anthony Hood and we're located in
the Jerrily R Kress Menorial Hearing room

Joining nme this evening are Vice Chair Mller,
Comm ssi oner May, and Conmm ssioner Turnbull. W are al so
joined by Ofice of Zoning staff, M. Sharon Schellin, as
well as Ofice of the Attorney CGeneral, M. Tondro. Ofice
of Planning staff, M. Steingasser, M. Elliott.

Ms. Elliott, did | get that right this tine? [I'm
going to always probably do that because |I'm so used to
getting it wong.

And then from the District Departnent of
Transportation, M. Rogers.

M. Rogers, is congratulations in order?

MR ROGERS: Ww, news travels fast. Yes.

CHAI RVAN HOCD: Yes, 1t does. This Cty is a
small town. Well, congratul ations.

MR. ROGERS: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Thi s proceeding i s being recorded
by a court reporter and it's al so webcast live. Accordingly,

we nust ask you to refrain from any disruptive noise or
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actions in the hearing room including the display of any
signs or objects.

The notice of today's hearing was published inthe
D. C. Register and copi es of that announcenent are on the wal l
near the door.

The hearing will be conducted in accordance with
the provisions of 11 DCVR Chapter 4 as follows: prelimnary
matters, applicant's case, report of the Ofice of Planning,
report of other governnment agencies, report of the ANC
organi zations and persons in support, organizations and
persons in opposition, organizations and persons who are
undecl ared. Then we will have rebuttal and closing by the
applicant.

The followng tinme constraints wll be nmaintained
in this neeting. The applicant has up to 60 m nutes, but |
think if you hit sonme of those negotiations, sone of those
things you work with DDOT and sone of the things fromthe
O fice of Planning, just hit those and | think the rest you

can stand on the record. Organi zations, five mnutes, and

i ndi vidual s, three m nutes.

Please turn off all electronic devices at this
time.

Wul d all individuals wishing to testify pl ease
rise to take the oath?

Ms. Schellin, would you please adm nister the
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MS. SCHELLIN: Yes. Please raise your right hand.
Do you solemly swear or affirmthe testinony you wll give
this evening will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth? Thank you.

(Wtnesses sworn.)

CHAI RVAN HOOD: (Okay. For the second tine, |'ve
tried to skip sonething, but if anybody that's here that
wants to testify, please register at the kiosk to ny left.
| did omt that part.

kay, Ms. Schellin, do we have any prelimnary
mat t er s.

M5. SCHELLI N: Yes, sir. Very quickly, the
applicant has indicated that they will stand on the record
since they have agreed to do everything that OP and DDOT have
requested. | believe OP has al ready subm tted a suppl enent al
report stating that they are good wth that. And for
prelimnary, we have one, two expert w tnesses, M. Andres,
of course, for traffic engineering. He's been previously
accept ed. | just ask that he be accepted as an expert in
this case. And then M. Brad Lynch, that he be accepted as
an expert in architecture. Hs resune is at Exhibit 12D.
The Comm ssion woul d consider him

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: It's actually 14F.

M5. SCHELLIN. On, it's 14F.
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CHAI RVAN HOOD: Okay. Let's do M. Lynch first,

the expert in architecture. Any objections?

kay, looking at the resune, we wll give him
expert status.

M5. SCHELLIN: And that is all that staff has.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Okay. All right, | think we woul d
be better served again, M. Freeman has nentioned and ny
opening remarks is if you can just focus on agreenents wth
the O fice of Planning and DDOT and then stand on the record
for everything else and then we'll ask our questions. So it
shoul d take you about six m nutes.

MR, FREEMAN: Thank you, M. Chairnman. For the
record, |'m Kyrus Freeman with the law firm of Holland &
Kni ght here on behalf of the applicant. Thank you for your
time tonight. As you are aware, we're here seeking second
stage approval for what we think is an exciting building.
We call it Building A2.

We believe the record is conplete and thorough.
Wth respect to the Ofice of Planning, they submtted a
report dated June 13th, marked as Exhibit 25 of the record.
Their report indicates that -- so OP submtted a report a
week prior to that. Their report dated June 13th indicates
that we have provided all of the information that the O fice
of Pl anni ng has asked for and they now reconmend approval of

our application. And they go through and |list the
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i nformation that they ask for which we have provided: one,
confirmation of the anount of affordable housing;, two, a
matri x providing the status of public benefits and anenities;
t hree, shadow studies that show the Neal Place Park: and
four, they ask for a site plan that shows green space

t hroughout the project. So we've provided all of that to the

O fice of Planning. They've attached it to their report and

I ndi cate that they recommend approval of our application.
Wth respect to DDOI, DDOT also recomended

approval of t he application, subj ect to t wo

clarifications/additions. One is clarification on how $200
per residential unit TDMw || be allocated. W have provi ded
| anguage to DDOT and we're still kind of working out the
final tweaks, but I think we're in conpl ete agreenent on how
that noney will be funded and provided. |'m happy to read
the condition if you'd |iKke.

Secondly, they asked for a conmtnent to provide
three EV charging stations, rather than just the supportive
conduits and infrastructure, which equates to approxi mately
one electric car charging station per 50 vehicle spaces. So
we've commtted to provide those three EV charging stations.
We've relayed that commtnent to DDOT and we show on our
pl ans that we are providing three EV charging stations. So
again, we've responded to and have agreed to two points

I ndi cated in the DDOT report.
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So with that, we believe the record is full and
we're happy to answer any questions. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Okay. Thank you very nuch. Is
there anyone here who is in opposition of this case? |
didn't see anything to that effect in the record. Ckay.

Comm ssi oner s, any follow wup questions or
conment s?

Vice Chair Mller.

VICE CHAIR M LLER: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Thank you for all the information you' ve provi ded
I n response to the Zoni ng Conm ssion's previ ous questi ons and
request for information, as well as those by the Ofice of
Pl anni ng and DDOT and al |l of your work and communi ty outreach
wi th the Advi sory Nei ghbor hood Conm ssi on and responsi veness

to their concerns.

| only have one question and that relates to the
-- well, maybe there's nore than one, mybe one or two
questions, but the question related to the flexibility that
you' re requesting on the -- because of the habitabl e space,
one of the changes is the habitable space on the rooftop
which |'m happy to see, the activation up there. That was

the whole purpose of the -- that went to the penthouse
regul ati ons. And the ot her purpose was that it triggers, the
af f ordabl e housing requirenents at 50 percent nedian famly

I ncone | evel on site. | think 1t's eight percent. And it
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only cones out to 638 square feet or sonething. But you're
asking for a little flexibility to do a housing production
trust fund contribution instead. And under the fornul a, that
comes to about $102,000 according to the information you
provided which | don't think is very nuch that would
subsi di ze, that would go -- | don't think it would conpletely
subsi di ze a 50 percent MFI unit even if only at 638 square
feet.

Wiy can't you put the -- why can't you include
that affordable housing requirenent in this building since
there already is other affordable housing in this building
pursuant to the |IZ regul ations?

MR, FREEMAN: So t hank you, Comm ssioner Ml er.
So our request was to provide a contribution or the unit
wi thin the building.

VICE CHAIR M LLER: Ri ght.

MR, FREEMAN: So we haven't conpl etely determ ned
that we were providing a unit within the building. W just
asked for that flexibility because it's been approved in
other for sale PUDs. | think the challenge is maki ng sure you
can find a purchaser that is able to purchase at that AM
| evel .

But agai n, we haven't deci ded one way or anot her.
We just ask for the flexibility consistent with what has been

granted in other projects.
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VICE CHAIR M LLER Maybe you can provide that

precedent. | don't recall our providing that flexibility, but
| trust you that you're nore famliar with that, since you
were probably the one who asked for it.

I"'mnot inclined to support that flexibility. |
think every square foot that we can get in to an incone m X
for a newresidential building is at an affordable | evel and
| think it's inportant. And | know we allow the Housing
Production Trust Fund contri butionin the case of renovations
or an office building, obviously, where it's triggered from
the habitable space, but | wouldn't be inclined to support
the flexibility without nore i nformati on on where we provi ded
It inthe past or why it's so difficult to find sonebody who
wants to buy. Even in this case, it's a snall unit at the
50 percent Ml |evel.

MR FREEMAN: |f | mght, I'mhappy to submt this
inwiting if you d like. The Zoning Conm ssion previously
granted this flexibility in Zoning Comm ssion Case 17-14 and
14-07B. | can find the specific citations, but those are the
two orders where it was previously granted.

VICE CHAIR M LLER: Ckay. "Il take a | ook at
t hat .

CHAI RMVAN HOOD: Can you tell me what 17-14 -- |
just can't renenber the nunbers, what street, where was it

at ?
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MR. FREEMAN. | can | ook up the order.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: | thought you had themin front
of you.

MR FREEMAN: No. [|I'mjust looking at a |ist of
t hem

CHAI RVAN HOOD: We can | ook it up.

VICE CHAIR M LLER: But other than that, | think
It's a good project. | always would like to see nore
bal conies, but | see that there are sone and | think that

hel ps the design.

What is the size m x of the housing -- the bedroom
size mx of the total housing mx for this A2 Building if you
know? How many one bedroons, two bedroons, studio0s?

MR. FREEMAN. So we are -- here we are. So I'm
happy to let --

VICE CHAIR M LLER  You can provide that for the
record if you don't have it right there.

M5. STEWART: Sur e. |'"'m Ryan Stewart wth
Grosvenor, the applicant and we're |ooking at page A2310
that's been submtted, the architectural plan. And if you
ki nd of | ook through the m x here, it's 36 studio units, 142
one bedroons, 46 two bedroons, and 15 three bedroons, to
conpri se 239. And then the 1Z units are, of course, an
al |l ocabl e share of those. So it's three studio 1Z's, 11 one

bedroom 6 two bedroom and 1 three bedroom
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VICE CHAIR MLLER Thank you for that

i nformation. Appreciate it. | have no further questions,
M. Chai r man.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Thank you. Any other foll ow up
questions or conments?

Comm ssi oner May?

COW SSI ONER MAY:  So explain the $200 that DDOT
was aski ng questions about. | nean what did you agree to do?

You said you had | anguage. Wat was the | anguage?

MR. FREEMAN:. Thank you, Conm ssioner May. |1
just read. Prior to the issuance of a Certificate of
Cccupancy for Building A2, the applicant shall denonstrate
to the Zoning Admnistrator that it has purchased or
ot herwi se provided $200 for each residential unit up to a
maxi mum of $52,000 for a bi ke share, car share nenbership
and/or SmarTrip card at the initial sale of each unit. So
the goal is $200 per unit and that $200 could include a
mul ti pl e.

COW SSI ONER MAY: And DDOT has agreed to that
particul ar | anguage?

MR. FREEMAN. As far as | understand, yes.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  All right. So | have anot her
question and this is a statenent about how good the project
Is overall because | don't have a whole |ot of really deep

bi g questions. But on A522, there are pictures of very
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beauti ful and highly questionable in terns of functionality

bi ke racks. So what's the idea with those things? | nean
especially the ones like the vertical -- the one to the
right.

MR. FREEMAN. We're pulling it up.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Okay.

MR, FREEMAN:. So thank you, Comm ssioner May. |
t hi nk what A2522, those i mages are just intended to show bi ke
racks, but the actual bike racks that we are installing wll
be standard DDOT approved bi ke racks.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  So you're just going to do the
standard inverted U?

MR, FREEMAN:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER MAY: Ckay. They're not hing speci al,
but they're highly functional. And the one on the right is
particularly non-functional if you have -- unless you have
a long U-lock or a cable lock. And cable |ocks are not good
things to have inthe city. |'ve lost a couple of bikes with
U-locks. So that's pretty mnor. |'ve got nothing else.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  All right, M. Turnbull.

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL: Yes. Thank you, M.
Chair.

Thank you for your wonderful presentation. I
would agree with the Vice Chair regarding the affordable

unit. | think in this particular case, | would be reluctant
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to grant the flexibility also. | think that this is
basically an all-residential building. It's not m xed use
to the extent that it's got a |lot of comercial and

everything else init.

I woul d suggest that in this particular case that
we really try to accommbdate the I1Z unit on site rather than
going with the trust idea.

The other -- | don't have many questions either.

Comm ssioner May is. | think ['"mpretty well satisfied with
the overall architecture of the building and the way it
| ooks.

If | understand, you also fromwhat you provi ded
us, you're not doing solar because of the depth of what
you're providing for the plantings and that they won't
survive or sonet hing underneath sol ar panels? Is that right?

MR FREEMAN: We can have our civil engineer
Brian, conme up and answer that question. But we do have
sol ar panel s on our penthouse.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: On t he pent house, but not
on the roof area.

MR. FREEMAN:. Brian, you want to cone up and we
can tal k through the sheet.

MR, WERRELL: Good thanks. So we did originally
| ook at solar on top of the green roof.

CHAI RMVAN HOOD: Can you identify yoursel f?
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MR WVERRELL: Yes, sorry. Brian Werrell wth

Bohler DC. W are the civil engineer.

So there's a couple of challenges with that. You
were asking a question about plant viability. W were
| ooki ng at solar on top of the green roof. The green roof
sections that were provided on top of the roof are intensive
sections, so the plantings that we'll be choosing for that
are designed for additional retention, so the plantings wl |
be higher in nature, so that would raise the solar even
hi gher above the green roof section. W're required a
m ni mum of 12 inches fromthe bottomof the solar to the top
of the plant. So it rises the solar up further. Because of
that, we were | ooking at different places on the roof outside
of the green roof to place the solar.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: And so the only place
right now that you have it is on the penthouse, is that
correct? Ckay.

MR. FREEMAN:. That is of an anount that wll --
that is conparable to one percent of energy generation.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Ckay. You' re al so not

providing the plaza -- the plaza fountain. | wonder if you
could talk a little bit about that. You' ve got in on the
record, it's in the docunents, but | wonder if you could

explain a bit onit for the record? It has sonething to do

wth bioretention and storm water control al so.
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MR. FREEMAN. Sure, let nme just say two things,
well, one thing, and then I'lIl let our |andscape architect
respond to that.

Prior to tonight or subsequent to our hearing
toni ght, we have a revi sed Neal Pl ace Park plan that includes

additional green space. So if you | ook at kind of sheet 38
whi ch is on your screens, that area where you see the nunber
12, all that is additional space. Before that was hardscape.
We now are planning for that to be grassy area in order to
make the park nore functional. So that is a new sheet that
we've provided in response to the Ofice of Planning
concer ns.

So now I'Il et our |andscape architect describe
the chall enges of also doing a water feature.

M5. DIALS: Sure, thanks. M nane is Grace Dials.
I"'mw th SCAPE Landscape Architecture, part of the applicant
team here. Thank you for your question.

As he nentioned, we have included a grassy area

to help increase the functionality.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Is this a grassy area like
a -- just a decorative area or is this actually regular
grass, or is this a specific type of grass?

M5. DIALS: It’s intended for passive use, yes.
COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ckay.

M. DIALS: So if soneone would |i ke to cone and
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hang out and picnic on the |awn area, then they can do that.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ckay.

M5. DIALS: This is in direct response to one of
OP's requests to nake -- to expand the function of the park.
We had al so considered a water fountain or a water feature.
The i1issue when the water feature is conbined or trying to
exist wwthin the planting area, the water feature is a cl ean
water system and the bio retention area is a gray water
system and so those two uses are inconpatible. And so when
we were considering a water feature within the planting
areas, it was not feasible.

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL.: What is the primry
har dscape you're using?

M5. DIALS: [It's going to be an exposed aggregate
concrete.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Ckay. Al right, thank
you.

CHAI RVAN HOQOD: In the ANC report, it nentioned
that they' ve asked you all to present sonething about -- this
Is what it says, the one request made by the Conm ssioners
to the applicant was to study and propose design sol utions
to prevent birds fromflying into the gl ass w ndows.

| I ooked in your second subm ssion. | didn't see
It. Isit inthere? In your supplenental subm ssion. | was

j ust wondering how you -- if you can verbally respond and
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tell me how you resolve that or what you propose or you think
m ght hel p resol ve that.

MR, LYNCH: Thank you, Conmmi ssioner for the
gquesti on. | think that -- we're still working out what
possibilities we have for it. Typically, the science behind
this is doing sone kind of frit systemon the |ower floors
and then there's also the possibility of doing a high |evel,
hi gh frequency sound system But we're still |ooking at what
we can fit into the project which is sensible and that we'l|l
save as many bird lives as possible.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay. All right, so we want to
make sure before any final orders are issued that it nentions

or talks about that that is going to be dealt wth or

pr oposed.

| was nore interested in how did you do it, but
since you're still working on it, we're still going to nake
sure that the ANC s concern is noted and al so attended to.

They put it inthe letter. | can tell you this letter that
they sent, | think really shows a |lot, says a | ot about this
applicant and how you all work with the community. They
really sing a lot of praises. So we want to nmake sure that
we at |east |ook into what they ask.

Who presented in front of the ANC? So the people
who really did a good job and presented and got to the

comunity, they're not here. kay.
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VMR. FREEMAN: Ms. Bloonfield was there.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ms. Bloonfield, okay. Well, M.
Bloonfield, a great job, because this letter really echoes
that you all were really straight forward and explained
everything to them So great job over there.

All right, | don't have any further questions.
Any foll ow up?

MR. FREEMAN: M. Chair man.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Yes.

M5. STEWART: M. Chairman, just to respond to
your question on that, just to elaborate a little bit
further. W actually have chosen a glass for the building
that is lowreflectivity. W don't think that's going to be
the full solve on the bird feature, but | do want to point
that out that it could hel p.

Al so, we are going to nove forward with the sound
mtigation neasure, so we can certainly provide additional
detail for that after this neeting to nake sure you have
t hat .

MR. FREEMAN. We'I| specify it and if approved,
we woul d specify that.

MS. STEWART: Correct.

MR. FREEMAN. We wi || provide sound frequency t hat
hel ps mtigate birds flying into --

CHAI RVAN HOOD: | just want to nake sure the ANC s
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one comment was attended to and also on the final what you

all were doing for future cases. W can nention that to
others as well. Okay, so |l think that's fine, as long as we
are attentive to their concern.

Al right, is anyone --

MR FREEMAN: |I'msorry, M. Chairman, | hate to
I nterrupt you, but we just have one nore point to nake.

CHAI RVAN HOCOD:  Sur e.

M5. STEWART: | also want to note that we are

confortable noving forward with providi ng the 50 percent AM

unit for the penthouse I Z. It's the one within the building,
correct, within the building. It will be one unit of that
Si ze requirenent.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Okay. Al right. Any foll ow up

guestions on that?

kay, is there anyone here from ANC 5D? kay, |
will get to their report |ater.

Let's go to Ofice of Planning and DDOT at this
time, Ms. Elliott and M. Rogers.

MS. ELLIOTT: Thank you, M. Chairmn. Good
eveni ng, Conm ssioners. The Ofice of Planning did have a
coupl e of issues that have been resolved. And | just wanted
to make sure that one in particular nakes it on the record
just for the purpose of reiteration and that's regarding the

af f ordabl e housi ng provision and neking sure that that was
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consistent wwth what was in the order.

The applicant has provided a table that we've
attached to our supplenental report denonstrating that the
square footage does match up the anmount of square footage
that was proffered during the first stage PUD matches in
terns of the 80 percent and 50 percent AM levels. So we
just want to nake sure that that's clear and on the record.

And we al so appreciate the applicant's willingness
to provide the penthouse units in the building and | guess
we'l |l stand on the record recommendi ng approval and |I' mhappy
to take any questions you have.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Thank you. M. Rogers.

MR, ROGERS: (Good evening, M. Chairman, nenbers
of the Comm ssion. For the record, |'mJonathan Rogers with
the District Departnent of Transportation.

DDOT has just a few mnor coments to nake this
evening. One is a point of clarification. W understand our
report had sone inaccurate nunbers in terns of the buil ding
program nunber of units, retail space size, so |l just wanted
to acknow edge those inaccuracies. The contents of our
report, and the findi ngs do not change. Those are reflective
of the actual program

In terns of sonme of the discussion here tonight,
DDOT concurs with the di scussi on about the bi ke racks and t he

preference for standard, inverted U | ocks as being perhaps

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

23

not the flashiest, but the nost functional and is glad that
the applicant is proposing the standard bike rack to be
I ncl uded for the short term bicycl e parking spaces.

And in terns of the $200 TDM fund, DDOT and the

applicant are in agreenent on the usages of those funds and

we'll work with the applicant to refine the | anguage novi ng
forward. So wth that, |'d be happy to take any questions you
may have.

CHAI RMAN HOOD:  Thank you, both. Any questions
of either O fice of Planning or DDOT?

Not seeing any, does the applicant have any
guestions of either one?

MR. FREEMAN: No, sir.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay, not seei ng anyone here from
ANC 5D, any ot her governnent reports?

Dd | see sonething in here from DOEE?

MR FREEMAN. | think inthe Ofice of Planning's
report they described the fact that there was an i nteragency
nmeeting and DOEE was there and we provided the infornmation
t hat DOEE asked for.

CHAI RMVAN  HOCD: Al right. | know | saw it
sonewher e. Ckay. Any ot her governnent reports | may be
m ssi ng?

Al right, ANCletter. As |I've noted previously,

let me find it again. ANC 5D really is very conplinentary
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of the applicant and has voted to support based on the
f or egoi ng: ANC 5D strongly supports the application and
ent husi astically requests that the Zoni ng Comm ssi on approve
the application. Thank you for giving great weight to ANC
50 s recommendati on. And there's nore in the letter, nore
detail and | think the letter, that exhibit, speaks for
I tself.

Do we have any organi zati ons and persons who are
here in support?

Do we have any organi zati ons and persons who are
here in opposition?

Any or gani zati ons and persons who are here who are
undecl ar ed?

Okay, undeclared. Okay. ldentify yourself and
the floor is yours.

MR BALOG Wuld I be able to put five m nutes
on the clock as an organi zati on.

CHAI RMVAN HOOD: You're the only one here. 1'l]
gi ve you six m nutes.

MR. BALOG All right. | have copies as well, if
you' d |i ke those as well.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Ckay.

MR. BALOG (Good eveni ng, Conm ssioners. M nane
I s Spenser Bal og. I'"'m here with Casey Trees. | am a

sust ai nabl e devel opnent associate wth Casey Trees. Casey
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Trees is a Washington, D.C. based nonprofit with a m ssion
to restore, enhance, and protect the tree canopy of the
nation's capital. To fulfill this mssion, we plant trees,
nonitor the city's tree canopy, and work wth decision
makers, devel opers, and residents to encourage tree planting
and protection.

We are dedicated to helping the District reachits
40 percent tree canopy goal by 2032. As a city, we can
achi eve this goal with sustainabl e devel opnent projects that
protect existing trees and achieve a net gain in tree canopy.

Washi ngt on, D. C Is rapidly changing to
accommodate the influx of residents noving into the city to
experience the nultiplicity of cultures and character found
wthinthe District. Areas such as Union Market have becone

an epicenter for creativity supporting a diverse array of

experience through art, food, and entertai nnent. As Uni on
Mar ket has evol ved, housi ng devel opnents have followed. To
support this devel opnent, tree canopy and open green space

in the greater NoMa nei ghborhood has becone increasingly
rare, putting dense areas with | arge expanses of i npervious

surface at greater risk of heat related climte change

ef fects.

W were very pleased to see green roofs and bio
retention used to mtigate storm water and the urban heat
island effect wthin this parcel of Florida Market.
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Mor eover, we are extrenely excited to see trees on structure
pl anned for the residential rooftop garden of Building A2 as
seen in figure 1.

Green roofs greatly assist with storm water
managenent, storing and filtering stormwater on site, while
cooling the buildings and | owering energy costs at the sane
time. By incorporating trees into these storm gardens,
benefits can be maxi m zed by provi ding shade to the area and
hel ping to filter air quality as well.

Provi ding many newtrees to the site, the rooftop
and plaza garden bio retention will help to make this site
resilient in the face of D.C.'s worsening clinmte change
proj ections.

We do have a few recommendations that we'd |ike
to present to the Zoning Comm ssion today. It is not our
intention to delay this project or inhibit the devel opnent
of the site, however, we recommend that before the Zoning
Comm ssi on approve the second stage PUD for Building A2 of
t he devel opnent site, the devel opers consider the foll ow ng.

To incorporate advanced tree growh systens, primarily, to

maxi m ze canopy benefits street trees need to grow quickly
and have long, healthy 1lives. W recomend suspended
si dewal ks using soil cells or structural soils in Neal Place

Park Pl aza as seenin figure 2. Doing sowll allowthe tree

roots to spread and access a greater volunes of soil than
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traditionally provided in planter boxes and tree pits.
Pai red w t h perneabl e pavenent, the at-grade trees within the
plaza will be able to thrive and provide a garden oasis for
residents and visitors to enjoy.

And second, we recommend t he consul tati on of Casey
Trees Urban Trees Sel ection Guide, as we support the use of
appropriate trees and bio retention systens. Trees uptake
and filter rainwater before it enters the drainage system
reduci ng polluting overflows into the Potomac and Anacosti a
Ri vers.

Certain trees are adapted to thrive in wetter
conditions and they're specialized in capturing and storing
rainwater. We're requesting a detailed specifies selection
pl an and recomend that the devel opnent team consult their
speci es selection guide to ensure that the right trees are
planted in the ideal places to provide them with |ong
heal thy |ives.

Provi di ng anpl e soi |l space to support | arge canopy
trees will ensure cool er tenperatures throughout the site and
effectively neet the goals of the dimte Ready DC pl an whil e
beautifying the site and provi di ng nental and physical health
benefits to residents.

We are appreciative of the devel opers' existing,
sust ai nabl e considerations and we | ook forward to working

with the devel opnent team on these suggestions. W believe
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that adopting these commtnents will help to make Union
Mar ket nore resilient in the face of worseni ng cli mate change
ef fects and nmake this project a shining exanple of innovative

green desi gn.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

CHAI RVAN  HOOD: Your last nanme is pronounced
Bal og? Ckay, M. Balog, let ne ask you, have you talked to
this applicant before today? |'m sure you have.

MR BALOG | haven't before today.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay, and | nentioned this before
to Casey Trees. | think it would be better if we have these
conversations earlier. You can go out to the ANCs. Sone of

the ANCs you m ght want to watch. For the |ast three weeks,
they've been -- sonme of the comunity folks are having
problenms with trees. So you be careful when you go in there
now because it's tearing up their pipes and their honmes and
everything. You go there to talk about trees, so it m ght
not be -- so |l don't want to set you up. But | will tell you
that | think it's a good discussion. | think trees are very
heal t hful to the community, especially our environnent, our
breathing and everything. But | think that these
conversations need to be had before you cone down here in
front of us.

| don't want you stop com ng, but I want to make

sure that we give this applicant and all other applicants an
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opportunity, a fair chance, to be able to consider sone of
your reconmmendati ons.

Now | et nme ask this about Casey Trees. |'ve been
wat chi ng themon the weekends and |'ve even hel ped them sone
years ago, but once we plant the trees, is there a
mai nt enance programin place or is that just then incunbent
upon the nei ghborhood? |'mjust curious how that works.

MR, BALOG  The trees that we plant through our
tree community, we have community tree plantings and we do
fee-for-service trees. We do pruning throughout the year
during the off-season when we're not planting, and we manage
these trees in a survival study. So we track these trees to
see whi ch ones are surviving. W accunulate all of that data
and we are releasing it for the public consunption.

So we' ve done inventories on trees that we may or
may not have planted. W' ve put those into a consoli dated
map, but the trees that we are planting, either fee for
service or providing free through RiverSnmart Hones program
or through conmunity tree plantings, we are nonitoring those
to maintain their health and | ongevity over tine.

And if | may, on your point about comng earlier,
| did assune this role in February and the ANC neeting for
this was back in the fall and our tracking has greatly
evolved over tine to be able to track the ANC neetings and

ot her community neetings to be able to see the devel opnents
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that are happening earlier in the process. Unfortunately,
I"'mcomng into a position where a |lot of these things may
have fallen through the cracks prior, but we are working on

strengt heni ng those systens in place.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay, again, that was not a knock
on you. |'ve actually also nentioned it previously. |[|'ve
even thought about stopping in on 12th Street to talk with

Casey Trees about naking sure that you follow. So | nean
appl aud your work. |'ve had a chance to work with Casey
Trees in the past, but | just wanted to nmake sure we had a

mai nt enance schedule as well when we put trees down and do
stuff like that.

So hopefully, I'l'l continue to keep nentioning it
that we give the applicant, and let's get wwth themearlier
because there are a lot of things I'msure that they can use
sone of their expertise to help nove forward this project.

| believe M. Freenman, you all probably have not

seen these recommendati ons yet?

MR. FREEMAN: No, sir.

CHAI RVAN HOCD:  So we want to nmake sure that we're
fair.

Is this a two-vote case?

MR, TONDRO It's one vote sir.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: | get confused, one, two. Ckay.
So | would just ask that you all just reviewthis. | don't
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know where ot hers are.
Comm ssi oner May seens to think you all can answer

this in your rebuttal.

MR. FREEMAN. W di d.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Oh, well, but anyway, | want you
all to keep comng down and let's try to work on -- we're
going to work together and try to do it earlier, so we can

I nport sonme of this good information to the applicant's case
as wel | .
MR. BALOG Thanks. And we'll work on doi ng that
earlier.
CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Anything this office can do, just
reach out to Sara Bardin and Ms. Schellin, okay? Al right.
Any questions? Any questions for Casey Trees?
Does the applicant have any questions? Ckay.
Al right, is there anyone el se who would like to
testify? Not seeing anybody, M. Freenman, do you have any

rebuttal ?

MR. FREEMAN: W do. We want to take a second
just to |l ook at the recommendations. | will say this is the
first time we've received these comments. Qur | andscape
architect is a national expert and they designed our
pl antings to be sustainable and durable. |'m always happy
to take additional input.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: So why don't we take three m nutes
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So you can look at the report. | don't do no fly by night
stuff. Let's ook at the report, three mnutes and then you
all can respond. GCkay? Let's take three m nutes.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled nmatter went of f the
record at 7:14 p.m and resuned at 7:16 p.m)

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Hold on a second. Before we go
any further. The young |ady who was at the kiosk, did you
want to testify? OCkay, cone on up and let's do that now,
then we can go to rebuttal.

Before you have a seat, let's swear her in. Not

that we don't believe you, but that's our process.

M5. SCHELLIN. Do you sol emmly swear or affirmthe
testinmony you will give this evening will be the truth, the
whol e truth, and nothing but the truth? Thank you.

(Wtnesses sworn.)

M5. BALL: Hello.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: How are you? ldentify yourself?

M5. BALL: My nane is Shanifinne Ball and | |ive
over in the Uni on Market nei ghborhood. | |ive on 5th Street.

"' m here today because nost of the tines | don't
even get notifications about these neetings that are taking

place. | just happened to get wind of it today and deci ded
to cone out and speak ny truth.
| Iive on the corner of 5th Street and Florida

Avenue and since these projects have taken place, ny property
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has been damaged and it has not been fixed and no one seens
tocare. Andit's continually being damaged t hr oughout t hese
projects that are surrounding ne. Not to nention that |
cannot sit on ny front porch anynore because of the dust and
debris and the asbestos that is always on ny porch that |
clean of f weekly.

My retainer wall to the side of ny house has been
hit by a dunp truck and destroyed. M car, sitting on the
street, with no occupancy, was hit by a dunp truck and
destroyed. Wo had to pay for that? M.

Where is ny safety net in this community with all
this developnent? Were is ny safety net? Wo is |ooking
out for me as a citizen?

When t hey cane and redid the all ey, they destroyed
nmy driveway and the back of ny yard. They chopped it up,
threw the pieces of cenent over in ny yard and left it |ike
that and it's still like that to today. Were is ny safety
net? Wwo is going to help ne? Wo is going to cone in and
fix the danmages that's being incurred to ny property by these
surroundi ng conpani es.

We actually had a video of one of the dunp trucks
that hit ny car and the driver did this to us. But
unfortunately the pixels broke up and we couldn't get the
name of the conpany off the side of the truck. And he kept

goi ng. And that cost ne out of ny pocket which | don't have.
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l"mstruggling. I'mill. And | have to live wth the noise
every day.

The rat infestation has mani fested trenendously
since they're digging across the street because now they're
just running ranpant. O course, yes, we had the rat problem
before, but nowit's extrene. There's notinme | can wal k out
nmy back door and not see a rat in ny yard versus where |
coul d wal k out before and naybe one here or there. Nowit's
a everyday thing. So |I'mjust asking who helps ne. I|I'ma
part of the comunity.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Do you want ne to answer that for
you?

MS. BALL: Yes, | would | ove an answer. Who hel ps

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Let's just go down to discovery
and | hear what you're saying and |' mactually very appal |l ed
of what |'m hearing. What is your address?

You're at 5th and --

M5. BALL: Fifth and Fl ori da.

CHAl RVAN HOOD: Okay, you're at 5th and Fl ori da.

MS. BALL: 1224 5th Street, right on the alley.

CHAI RVAN HOCD: Let ne ask you, do you go to your
ANC neeti ngs?

MS. BALL: Yes, | do.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay you can fill that out when
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you are finished. And you've talked to your ANC, your
Conmmi ssi oner ?

M5. BALL: |'ve had maybe two di scussions. Like
| said, I"'mnot well, so | can't get out to everything and
what ever | hear about or through the grapevine or sonebody
I n the Uni on Market neighbors tells nme about, | try togoto
If I'"mnot, you know, down and ill

CHAIRVAN HOOD: So I'mtrying to think and Vice
Chair MIler, maybe you can help ne out. Is it DCRA when you
have issues |like that? | know you can call your Ward 5
MOCRS. | knowthe MOCRS do it, but | nean let's get into the
gover nrent now.

And let ne just say this, you don't always have
to attend, you can call on the phone which | know you
probably are doi ng because | know sone ladies in this city
that do sone danage on the telephone, trust ne, because
t hey' ve done sone and they've actually done sone for ne. So
| knowit's about being persistent. If you're not nobile and

you can't nove around and get to all these places, sone tine

you mght have a little nore tine on the phone. | believe
it's DCRA. | don't know if sonebody else up here knows a
little nmore about than | do, but | think it's an office
wi thin DCRA where you can register that conplaint. |'mnot
sure exactly what the office is.

And then also the Ward 5 MOCRS, Dom nique
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Chestnut. Tell himl gave you his nane. He's very good. The
man has two great folks in Ward 5. Dom ni que Chestnut and
Mali k. | can't remenber Malik's |last name. But that's what
their job is to assist residents who are having problens.

And |I'm hoping that it wasn't this devel oper because he's

sitting in front of ne. So I'msure it wasn't you all, was
it?
M5. BALL: W is to say?
MR. FREEMAN: We're not even in construction.
CHAI RVAN HOOD:  |I'mjust saying, so | don't know
who -- which one it woul d have been. 1t's probably one of --
M5, BALL: And then what makes it bad is our
street clearly has signs up and down that they are not to

cone up and down the street with those dunp trucks and they
do anyway.

CHAI RMAN  HOQOD: So we need to make sure that
enforcenent is getting there. |'msure there are signs that
says over a certain ton or certain |oad, right.

MS. BALL: Yes.

CHAI RMAN HOOD:  You have to put the pressure to
get people to enforce those signs. |'ve had to do that as
wel |, so ny only suggestion to you because we're dealing with
| and use and devel opnent, but there's also a part of the
gover nnent which is enforcenent, when you have those ki nd of

problens. It nmay be alittle bit burdensone on the resident,
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but remenber we're residents, too, so we have to do sone of
t hese sane things. You have to call DCRA There's a
departnent there you can register that conplaint. But |
woul d start with the WVard 5 MOCRS. Start with themand they
can assi st you. Let themknowthat you can't neke all these
neetings and tell them what sone of your concerns are and
they will do the | egwork for you.

MS. BALL: Okay.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Okay? That's just ny suggestion
for you.

M5. BALL: So if you don't mnd, could you wite
down those nanes for ne? That you nenti oned.

CHAIRVAN HOOD: | will wite them down for you.

MS. BALL: Okay, | appreciate that.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Ckay.

MS. BALL: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Any ot her questions up here? Does
t he applicant have any cross? GCkay. | nean not cross, any
questi ons?

MR. FREEMAN: No, sir.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: So we were going to do rebutta
and that's what we wll do, rebuttal and the tree.

MR, FREEMAN:. Just one quick point you may want
to -- Ms. Ball is actually in ANC 6, Ward 6.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ch, she's in Ward 6.
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MR. FREEMAN. Right. Qur project is in Ward 5.

CHAI RMAN HOQOD: You need to talk to the Ward 6

MOCRS and | 'msorry, | don't knowthat. |1'll be able to find
out who they are for you and then | wll -- | don't know how
"Il get the information, but I'll work with you.

MR. FREEMAN: And it's ANC 6C if she wants to
reach out to her ANC Conm ssioner.

CHAI RVAN  HOOD: 6C. Where did | get 5? Oh,
because you were -- okay, | got it.

MR. FREEMAN:. She's about three blocks fromthe
Site.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay. It's three bl ocks fromyour
site?

MR. FREEMAN.  Approxi mately.

CHAI RMVAN  HOCD: So that's a whole other issue.
Did you get a notice about this neeting?

MS. BALL: No.

MR. FREEMAN: She's not within 200 feet.

CHAI RVAN  HOOD: So you're not within 200 foot.
So you have anot her issue. "Il have to put ny other DC
governnent hat on. GCkay. |'Ill help you.

MR. FREEMAN:. Thank you. So we'll now respond to
the tree comments.

MR WERRELL: "Il start. Agai n, Brian Werrel

with Bohler Cvil Engineer. So two itens, the streets that
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are actually private streets, they have been designed in
conjunction with DDOT and UFA. So the street trees along the
curb are being designed with an extended soil vol une panel
to strengthen that root zone. So those are the street zones.

The bio retention in the plaza is actually
designed with a two and a half foot deep nedia section which
Is 12 inches deeper than the mninmum required for bio
retention. So it should add for better plant viability and
tree grow h.

M5S. DI ALS: Thank you. And to follow up with
that, again, Gace Dials wth SCAPE Landscape Architecture.
One of our firms core tenets is native planting and we are
really based in ecology and so plant selection that makes
sense and adds to the regional biodiversity is absolutely at
the forefront of our plant selections and planting designs.

So while we have not developed a specific tree
list yet, we will absolutely use the recommendati ons provi ded
in this guide and also our know edge and experience wth
native trees in this area for the bio retention areas.

And then the street trees, we will also look to
t he Uni on Mar ket streetscape design gui delines which outlines
a list of urban street trees which are well suited for a
street environnment.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Was your question answered? As
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| ong as his question was answer ed.
Any other questions on that up here? You are

satisfied. We're going to try to get those things in the

pipeline earlier as well. Ckay.

Al right, anything el se?

MR. FREEMAN:  No.

CHAI RMVAN  HOQD: | just want the young lady to
know, excuse ne, | just want you to know that ny coll eagues
are very helpful. They have | ooked and found out who the
Ward 6 MOCRS is, not that we weren't paying attention, but

we al so want to make sure that we hel p our residents as well
because all work together. So | appreciate that and | just
wanted to put that on the record.

Ckay, M. Freeman.

MR, FREEMAN. So t hank you, M. Chairman, nenbers
of the Commi ssion. As you heard, the record is conplete.

W' ve responded to and provided all the information requested

by the O fice of Planning. W have worked with DDOT to
address their two coments. W have w thdrawn our
flexibility such that the 50 percent AM unit will be within

t he buil di ng. In fact, we show it as being on the second
fl oor on sheet A2-310.

W confirm that we will install a quote sound
systemthat help mtigate i ssues with birds and you've heard

our rebuttal in terns of the steps we're doing to make sure
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trees grow healthy and that we're wutilizing the right
speci es.

So with that, we believe the record is full and
we woul d ask the Conmi ssion to take final action to approve
our application. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay. Thank you, all, very nuch.

Let's see if we have any foll ow up questions and

comments up here? The only thing is noting that we're going

to -- not on this applicant, but | don't want Casey Trees to
think that we're disqualifying their coments. |'m hoping
that you all wll continue to |look at the record for that
case, |look at the recommendati ons that they have nade.

Al right, so coll eagues, we've had this in front
of us. What is your pleasure? Are we ready to vote?

Ckay, so wth that, I would nove that we approve
Zoni ng Conm ssion Case No. 15-27A and ask for a second.

VICE CHAIR M LLER:  Second.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: It's noved and properly seconded.
Any further di scussion? Any further discussion? Any further
di scussi on?

Al in favor?

(Chorus of ayes.)

Any opposed?

(No response.)

Ms. Schellin, would you please record the vote.
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M5. SCHELLI N: Staff would record the vote 4 to

Oto 1 to approve final action in Zoning Conm ssi on Case No.
15- 27A. Conmm ssi oner Hood noving, Comm ssioner Mller
secondi ng, Conm ssioners My and Turnbull in support.
Comm ssi oner Shapiro, not present, not voting.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ms. Schellin, do we have anyt hi ng

el se before us?

M5. SCHELLIN. That's it.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: I f anybody wants to see ne, | w |
be |eaving out by nyself shortly. Wth that, this is
adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled nmatter went of f t he
record at 7:29 p.m)
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