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PROGCEEDI-NGS
(6:30 p.m)

CHAI RVAN  HOOD: Ckay. W are ready to get
started. Good evening, |adies and gentlenen. This is a
public hearing of the Zoning Comm ssion for the District of
Col unbi a. Today's date is Decenber the 6th, 2018. M nane
I s Ant hony Hood. W are located at the Jerrily R Kress
Menori al Hearing Room

Joining ne this evening are Vice Chair Mller,
Comm ssi oner Shapiro, Conmmi ssioner My, and Conm ssioner
Turnbull. W are also joined by the Ofice of Zoning staff,
Ms. Sharon Schellin, as well as the O fice of Planning staff,
Ms. Vitale.

This proceeding is being recorded by a court
reporter. |It's also web cast |ive. Notice of
today' s hearing was published in the DC Regi ster and copi es
of that announcenent are available to ny left on the wall
near the door. The hearing will be conducted in accordance
Wi th provisions of 11Z DCVR Chapter 4 as follows; prelimnary
matters, the Applicant's case, report of the Ofice of
Pl anni ng, report of other Governnment agencies, report of the
ANC, organi zations and persons in support, organi zations and
persons in opposition, organizations and persons who nay be
undecl ared, rebuttal, and closing by the Applicant.

The following time constraints will be naintained
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in this neeting. The Applicant has up to 60 mnutes. | can
assure you that we have reviewed the records so 10 m nutes
shoul d be sufficient; organizations 5 m nutes; individuals,
3 m nutes.

The staff will be avail abl e t hr oughout the heari ng
to di scuss procedural questions.

Please turn off all electronic devices at this
time so not to disrupt these proceedings.

Wuld all individuals wshing to testify please
rise to take the oath?

Ms. Schellin, would you please adninister the
oat h?

M5. SCHELLIN: Yes. Please raise your right hand.
Do you solemly swear or affirmthe testinony you'll give
this evening will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth?

(Wtnesses sworn.)

MS. SCHELLIN: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN  HOOD: Ckay. At this tinme, the
Commission will <consider any prelimnary mtters. Me.
Schellin, do we have any prelimnary matters?

M5. SCHELLIN. | do not.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. We're not proffering any
experts.

MS. HOTTEL- COX: W do have an expert in | andscape
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architecture that we're proffering, and he's not been
qualified before the Conm ssion as an expert.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  And his resune i s Exhibit 15B and
you're proffering himas a | andscape architect?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Yes.

CHAI RVAN  HOOD: Ckay. And M. Schiesel, we
al ready have himdown so --

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Yes.

CHAI RVAN  HOOD: Ckay. Col | eagues, we have M.
Kilrain - is that how you pronounce it?

MR KILRAIN: Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN  HOOD: Ckay. Any obj ection? No
obj ecti ons?

CHAI RMAN HOOD: (Okay. So we will proffer himas
an expert in landscape architecture. Anything el se?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: No other prelimnary natters.

CHAl RMAN HOOD: So what | would i ke to do, first,
if you can identify yourself. Then |l'mgoing to tell you how
| would like us to proceed. If you all could identify
yoursel ves at the table?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: My nanme is Meghan Hott el - Cox,
with Goul ston & Storrs.

MR, KILRAIN: Josh Kilrain w th Hord Copl an Macht.

MR, CONVAY: Ryan Conway with Events DC.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. Wdat | would like to do is
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get your responses to questions, so | think my coll eagues
w Il be I ooking for certain specific things just as opposed
to you doing a presentation, a 10-mnute -- we would |i ke for
you to respond to sone outstanding i ssues and our questions.
But et ne open it up. Colleagues, what would you like to
hear in this brief presentation? Ckay. Comm ssi oner
Shapi ro.

COW SSI ONER  SHAPI RO If you could focus on
responses to OP's concerns and conditions as laid out in the
report, | would appreciate that.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Okay. Anything else we'd like to
hear? Okay. W may have questions after but if you could
focus on that and take about eight m nutes now and we shoul d
be good.

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Sure.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Sur e. So good evening,
Commi ssi oners. Again, ny nane is Meghan Hottel -Cox and I,
along with ny coll eague Christine Roddy, are attorneys with
the law firm of Goulston & Storrs. W're here tonight to
present Events DC's plan for an unenclosed pavilion to
support the new recreational fields at the RFK Canpus.

The pavilion will be a supporting structure for
the three newrecreational fields to function as a shade and

rest are for visitors to the fields as well as a space for
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sone nore formal supporting events like registration and
awar ds cerenoni es. You're very famliar wwth Events DC s
pl ans for RFK given the Conm ssion's text anmendnent earlier
this Fall. The property is unzoned and that text anmendnent
allowed for the accessory structures that are going to
function with the fields as a matter of right and set forth
a design review process which brings us here tonight.

The pavilion is a tensile structure designed to
have m ni mal groundi ng supports to i ncrease its openness, and
as the centerpiece of the fields or the project, the
pavilion's shape and color mmc the RFK Stadium while the
dark steel support bars are the common thread that |ink the
pavilion with the accessory structures.

The entire fields project, includingthe pavilion,
has al ready undergone a very thorough vetting and review
process and has received approval from the National Park
Service, the Comm ssion of Fine Arts, and the National
Capi tol Pl anning Comm ssion. W're excited to be here
tonight for the final portion of the design review

We're pleased to be here with the support of ANC
7D. Events DC has been in |long-termconversations with the
ANC and the other surrounding ANCs regarding the
redevel opnent of the canpus and | ooks forward to conti nui ng
t hose conversations. W're also happy to be here with the

positive reports from the Ofice of Planning including
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comments from the Departnent of Energy and Environnment and
the District Departnent of Transportation.

In speaking to the reports, we did provide the
wayfindi ng signage plan and the lighting plan that OP had
requested as well as responded to their question on the col or
of the support structure, which Josh will get into nore
detail regarding. W are in agreenent with the conditions
in both OP and DDOT's reports, so we are happy to put those
as part of the order.

So with that, we have three witnesses here. Ryan
will testify on behalf of Events DC and give an overvi ew of
t he process and the proposed uses at the pavilion, and Josh
will provide an overview of the pavilion design, and then
Rob, our transportation consultant, is available if you have
any specific transportation questions.

Wth that, I'Il turn it over to Ryan.

MR, CONVAY: Thank you, Meghan. Chai rman Hood,
fell ow Comm ssioners, thanks for the opportunity to speak
here tonight. M nane is Ryan Conway. |'m a Senior Project
Manager with Events DC. As you may know, Events DC is the
official convention and sports authority here in the
District.

There's a |l ot of history to the RFK Canmpus but it
covers approximtely 190 acres of |land along the Anacostia

Ri ver. As Meghan descri bed, we have presented our plans in
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the past, but it's a field conplex where the pavilion is a
support structure for that project and, really, the objective
Is to serve as a nuch needed resource and be utilized by
resi dents of the i nmedi at e nei ghbor hood, resi dents across the
District of Colunbia and visitors alike.

In terns of the programmng, it's an unencl osed
pavilion, open air structure neasuring 30 feet in height and
covering approximately 6,000 square feet. The pavilion w ||
be open on all four sides and it wll be primary use as a
shade structure and cover fromthe elenents. The pavilion
will primarily be utilized as support space for sporting
events taking place onthe nulti-purpose fields; for exanpl e,
yout h sports tournaments nmay use the space for registration,

tenporary concession stands or tables for vendors, team

gat herings, and trophy cerenonies. The open air structure
will also be used as support space for existing activities
that take place in and along the canmpus such as nusic,

culinary, cultural, comunity and other special events.
These uses may include but aren't limted to pre-function
space, back-of-house space, or performance space. And you
t al ked about the approvals so that's all | have. Thank you.

MR. KI LRAI N: Good eveni ng. Just want to go
through a little bit of how we cane to the design of this
tensile structure. W were asked to provide a structure

that's flexible, can be programmed for various uses. As Ryan
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menti oned, we want to create a structure that serves as a
centerpiece of the project and projects a recogni zable and
I coni c inmage, nodern and contenporary forms, and a sinple
design that provides a |large covered footprint but m ninmal
footprint at the ground | evel.

The form and the shape of the structure was
I nspired by nearby RFK Stadium Sone specifics of the
desi gn, the maxi mum hei ght of the roof is 29 feet 10 i nches,
just under the 30 feet allowable height. The footprint is
j ust under the 6, 000-square foot maxi num all owabl e at 5,950
square feet. It is a perfect tensile form The structure --
strength of the structure cones fromnot only steel structure
but the menbrane roof itself. 1t provides an open cl ear span
with minimal structure at the ground plane, which allows for
a high level of flexibility for various event uses. That
mnimal structure really provides a 360-degree view from
within the structure | ooking out and al so surrounding the
structure looking in. And height nakes an essential focal
poi nt which helps to orient users to the rest of the site.

And overall formof this structure is different
than the accessory structure -- the smaller accessory
structures, so that was intentional. But one thing we did
do was use a comon steel color for the structural steel that
connects themas a famly of structures across the project

with that common design | anguage. It's also a floodable
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design so it required neither wet nor dry flood proofing.
The roof nenbrane provides high solar reflectance of greater
than 90, which reduces the heat island effect, and it
provi des sol ar protection for users as well as allow ng for
natural day-1ighting bel ow.

As far as capacity under the structure, there are
a fewnunbers herel'd like to share with you. Concentrated,
meani ng chairs only that are non-fixed, is approxi mately 860
peopl e; unconcentrated, which wll be tables and chairs, is
approxi mately 400; and standing roomonly is approximtely
1,200. Thank you. That's all | have for you.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: So with that, we'd be happy to
answer any ot her questions.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ckay. Thank you all very nuch.
Let's see if we have any questions up here, comrents?
Commi ssi oner May.

COMM SSI ONER  MAY: Thanks for providing those
nunbers. | didn't realize how huge it was going to be. Are
you actually going to be using it for |like, seated events and
| i ke, dinners and stuff? | guess that's a question for you,
Ryan.

MR, CONVAY: You know, we've designed it to be
fl exi bl e enough to do that. Again, | think the primary goal
will be, you know, you'll see a lot of these shade structures

at simlar multi-purpose fields that we | ooked at across the
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country. So that's really the primary use, but it wouldn't
necessarily preclude us from doing a seated event.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: But it's not part of the
busi ness plan to go out and start courting --

MR, CONVAY:  No.

COW SSI ONER MAY: -- receptions and things |like
t hat ?

MR, CONWAY: No. W have plenty of space at the
convention center for that.

COW SSI ONER MAY: That's good. So | appreciate
t he responses that you provided and I, you know, personally
think that while I may not have chosen to do the pavilion
with the black support structures, | think that's okay and
| accept the design rationale.

The wayfi ndi ng, though, is another story. Now I
don't know that we really have to vote to approve the
wayfi ndi ng, but now that we've see it, | cannot help but
coment. And it just strikes ne that there -- it's alittle
nore conplex than it probably needs to be, and | think it's
also a little big. | nmean the nonunent signs are really,
really big. So let me just ask a question about this,
t hough. You know, there's blank stuff on here, |ike |ogo;
Is there going to be -- | mean what logo is it going to be,
what are you calling this place, what's the -- and the entry

sign text, what's the nane of the place?
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MR, CONWAY: That's a good question. W are still

figuring out what the official nane will be. R ght now, of
course, we're just calling it the nulti-purpose fields

project at RFK. But --

COW SSI ONER MAY: That doesn't -- it's not very
snappy.

MR, CONWAY: So to be determ ned | guess.

COW SSI ONER MAY: Ckay. Al right. | would just
-- again, | don't think that we actually have to reviewthis
signage. It's just that you wanted -- OP wanted to see it,

whi ch is good, and |' mhopeful that, you know, in talking to
OP that they'll help you on this. | just think that the --
you know, the nonunent signs in particular arereally, really
huge, like conpletely out of scale with even what we woul d
do in certain locations and -- right, you know, it certainly
needs to be visible and, you know, understandable from
roadway and things like that, but it's just -- it's -- it's
not even the words that are huge. It's the -- the everything
el se that goes with it that make it so kind of overpoweri ng.
So, you know, | would al so encourage considering sonething,
you know, for the directional signage and so on, that rather
t han having this kind of sign with a mast of a thing sticking
off of it that you m ght consider just doing a pylon kind of
approach simlar to what we have done on the Mall. | nean

it's -- it works very well. It's very sinple and it | ooks --
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and | think it's pretty easy to naintain and again, |'m not
trying to, you know, assert a claimover it or anything |like
that. | just think that it's a very sinple and effective way
to do the signage, and we're |ooking at doing that nore
broadly across other parks in the city so it may be a good
| dea.

So again, we don't have to approve it but since
| saw it -- that's about it. Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN  HOQOD: Ckay. Thank vyou. Any ot her
questions or comments fromup here? Vice Chair Mller.

VICE CHAIR M LLER Thank you, M. Chairmn.
Thank you for your presentation and | think it's a very
attractive design and certainly a nuch better use and needed
use than what's not being used now. Is it -- is nost of the
footprint of this project on a current parking lot? Which
parking lot is it, A?

MR, CONWAY: It's Lot 7.

VICE CHAIR M LLER: Lot 7?

MR, CONVAY:  Yes.

VICE CHAIR M LLER The one you go under the
tunnel to get to or --

MR. CONWAY: That's correct.

VICE CHAIR M LLER  Haven't been there for that
kind of 'Skins ganme in a long tinme but it was always an

i nteresting experience going under there and nooi ng. So who
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are the users for the fields; are they going to be soccer
| eagues, |ike DC Stoddert or the DCPS or who are the users
for the fields?

MR, CONWAY: We envision the user groups to be,
you know, as you nentioned, soccer clubs across the District;
yes, it wll be striped for soccer, youth soccer, full-size
soccer, so, you know, kids and adult | eagues.

VICE CHAIR M LLER: And you'll be renting those

out to --

MR CONVAY: Renting it and doing progranm ng
t here --

VICE CHAIR M LLER. -- non-DC --

CHAI RVAN HOOD: -- there.

VICE CHAIR M LLER. -- public entities?

MR, CONVAY: It will be a mx; obviously, the
focus will be on District residents. It'll also be striped
for softball and youth baseball as well, so we anticipate

user groups in those areas as well.

VICE CHAIR M LLER. Right. And you have a 50-year
| ease with NPS for the stadiumand recreational use for the
whol e RFK site that was | ast renewed in '86 or sonething and
it expires in '36, 20367

VI CE CHAI R MAY: 2038, January 2038 --

VICE CHAIR M LLER ' 387.

VI CE CHAI R MAY: -- because it didn't actually get
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signed for like nore than a year.

VICE CHAIR M LLER: What did you say?

VI CE CHAI R MAY: January of 2038 --

VICE CHAIR M LLER. Are you working on --

VI CE CHAI R MAY: -- because it didn't actually get
-- it didn't get signed imredi ately.

VICE CHAIR M LLER | thought Congressman Hol nes
Norton m ght have engi neered sonething --

VI CE CHAIR MAY: She had a bill -- she has a bill
that's pending --

VICE CHAIR M LLER -- to --

VI CE CHAIR MAY: -- to renew for another 50 years.

VICE CHAIR MLLER Yes. So | was just tryingto

figure out what the status of that was, and what's the status

of a crunbling RFK; are you going to denolish it? Not that
it has anything to do with this, what we've got so far as --
but since you're here, | think people are going to be
Interested to know.

MR, CONVWAY: W recently did a football event, a
hi gh school football event, so we'll continue to programthe
stadium for the foreseeable future until plans are nade
beyond t hat.

VICE CHAIR M LLER  And the Lot 7 -- part of the
Lot 7 footprint that that's on, did you -- have you al ready
done tests to see what environnmental renediation since al
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those |eaking gasoline cars were on there for so nmany
decades? |s that an issue for you all or your cost?

MR CONWAY: |It's certainly a consideration as a
part of the devel opnent process. W have done testing and
are renediating the site appropriately per DCEE standards.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  And ours.

MR. CONVAY: And Park Services.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  We weighed in on that.

MR. CONVWAY: That's correct.

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Park Service, yes.

MR, CONVAY:  Yes.

VICE CHAIR MLLER W're all helping pay for it
t hrough our vote, federal --

COMM SSI ONER MAY: No. We're not hel ping pay for
it. We're just helping guide it.

VICE CHAIR M LLER. Ch, okay. Yes, you just -

COW SSI ONER MAY: We -- | nean we're still the
| andl ord, right?

VICE CHAIR M LLER  Ri ght.

COW SSI ONER  MAY: So we still have a role in
things |ike that --

VICE CHAIR MLLER Yes. | nean that's --

COW SSI ONER MAY:  -- Park Service does.

VICE CHAIR M LLER: | renenber that was a very big

I ssue when - -
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COW SSI ONER MAY: Yes.

VICE CHAIR M LLER -- the site was being
consi dered --

MR CONWAY: | nean fortunately it's --

VICE CHAIR M LLER: --- for Cook.

MR, CONWAY: Yes. | nean fortunately, the |evel

of contami nation there is not |ike what we have i n sone ot her
spots al ong the Anacostia |like Kenilwrth where there was a
| andfill and so on.

VICE CHAIR M LLER  Ri ght.

MR, CONWAY: But it's still very nuch a concern
and they' re taking the appropriate steps. W worked that out
with them

COW SSI ONER MAY:  Ckay.

VICE CHAIR M LLER:. Ckay. Thank you very much.

MR. CONVAY: You're wel cone.

CHAI RMAN HOCOD: Ckay. Any other coments? M.
Tur nbul I ?

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: | have real |y no coment s.
Thank you for your presentation tonight and surprisingly, |
have no issues with the signage. | mean 9-inch high
| ettering, it doesn't seem that outrageous to ne. Sone of
our hotel chains woul d | ook at this and respond appropriately
but | think it's very nice. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: I n your conversation with the Vice
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Chair, | just want to know who's going to operate this? |Is
it DPR or is it Events DC, is it going to be like a permt
process kind of |ike what DPR does now? Just curious.

MR, CONWAY: We're working through the operational
aspects right nowas we've started construction, so those are
certain things that are at the top of our todolist interns
of operations. But the project wll be overseen by events
DC.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Let ne ask, is there anyone here
who's against this, in opposition to this case? Ckay. I
wanted to see that before | said -- is Max Brown still with
Events DC?

MR. CONWAY: Yes, the Chairman.

CHAI RMAN HOQD: Oh, okay. Tell himl said that
be a good nane to nanme the field. Anyway, just tell himl
said that, be a good nane to name, Max Brown Cl evel and Br own.
No, I"mjust playing. |I'mreally just playing. | shouldn't
put that on the record. Al right. Any other questions up
here? |Is there anyone fromANC 7D here? At the appropriate
time, they do have a letter and | wll read it at the
appropriate tine. M. Vitale, Ofice of Planning's report?

M5. VITALE: Good evening, M. Chair, Menbers of
the Commission. Elisa Vitale with the Ofice of Planning.
As i ndi cated by the Applicant this evening, they provided the

requested wayfinding and lighting plans and have agreed to

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

20

DDOT conditions, and OP also understands and appreciates
their desire to not change the col or of the support structure
given the extensive nature of approvals that are already in
pl ace.

W are happy to continue to work with the
Appl i cant regardi ng the wayfindi ng signage, and | think sone
hel pful comments have been provided this evening.

That actually concludes ny comments. | am happy
to answer any dquestions and OP continues to recomend
approval of the design review.  Thanks.

CHAI RMAN  HOQOD: Ckay. Thank you, M. Vitale.
Commi ssi oners, any questions or conments to Ofice of
Pl anni ng? Does the Applicant have any --- Ms. Hottel -Cox do
you have any?

MS. HOTTEL- COX:  No.

CHAI RMAN  HOOD: Ckay. Let's go to any other
governnent reports. Let's see, did we have any others? Yes,
we did. W had the NPS, CFA, and the NCPC, and that's our
Exhi bit 15A.

(O f-record comrents.)

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Yes. [I'mgoing to go to the ANC
| just wanted to knowif we had any ot her governnent reports.
| just gave ny conputer all those accol ades and now | can't
get it to come up. Ckay. But anyway, we have those in our

Exhi bi t. Anything else? | don't think so. Ckay. ANC
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report? |'ll just read the last part into the record, but
it's our Exhibit -- what Exhibit is it --

M5. SCHELLIN: It's Exhibit 10.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: -- Exhibit 10, thank you. The
| ast part, it basically says, "Therefore, ANC 7D Conm ssi on
IS happy to provide this letter of support of the pavilion
and | ooks forward to continuing to work wwth Events DCinits
RFK redevel opnent process. Chairman Hood, we hope that you
w il render great weight to this recommendati on and thereby
pronptly approve the Events DC application.” That cones from
Chai rperson Sherice Mihammad. Ckay. So noted.

Do we have any organi zati ons and persons who are
here in support? Any organi zations and persons who are here
in opposition? M. Hottel -Cox, do you have any rebuttal or
cl osi ng?

MS. HOTTEL- COX:  No.

CHAI RMAN HOOD:  You don't have any rebuttal. Do
you have any cl osi ng?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: No. Thank you for your tine
tonight. W really appreciate it.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Great. Thank you. Conmm ssioners,
| think this is, through this whole conversation and | ooki ng
at the record, | think this is flavor for our approval, but
| et me hear fromothers. And if there are no ot her conments,

| will take a noti on.
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VICE CHAIR M LLER: M. Chairnan, | would npve

that the Zoning Conm ssion approve Zoning Conmm ssion Case
Nunmber 18-17, Events DC application for design reviewfor RFK
Stadium pavilion and fields that are Parcel 149/Lot 66 and
ask for a second.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO. Second.

CHAI RMVAN  HOQOD: Ckay. It's been noved and
properly seconded. Any further discussion? Al in favor,
aye. Any opposition? Not hearing, Ms. Schellin, would you
pl ease record the vote?

M5. SCHELLIN: Yes. Staff records the vote five
to zero to zero to approve final action in Zoning Comm ssion
Case Number 18-17, Conm ssioner M| er noving, Conm ssioner
Shapi ro secondi ng, Conmm ssioners Hood, May, and Turnbull in
support.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Ms. Schellin, do we have anyt hi ng
el se before us?

MS. SCHELLIN.  Just if they could provide us a
draft order. As soon as you get it to us, the sooner we can
get it back.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Sure. A sunmary order?

M5. SCHELLIN:  Conm ssion?

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Summary, | think this could be a
summary. Any objections to sumrary?

MALE SPEAKER: No obj ecti on.
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CHAI RVAN  HOQOD: Summary.

All

23

right. Anyt hi ng

right. Sowththat, | want to thank everyone for

This hearing is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter

adj ourned at 6:54 p.m)
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