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The Public Hearing of case no.
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of Zoning Hearing Room at 441 4th Street,
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Chai r person, presiding.
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
(6:44 p.m)

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Good eveni ng,
| adi es and gentl enen. This is a public
hearing of the Zoning Conm ssion of the
District of Colunbia for Thursday, Novenber
16.

M/ nanme is Carol Mtten. And
joining me this evening i s our Vice Chairman,
Ant hony  Hood,; and Conmm ssi oner M chael
Tur nbul | .

The subject of this evening's
hearing is Zoning Comm ssion case nunber
06- 25. This is a request by the Ofice of
Pl anni ng for a map and text anmendnent to title
11 of the District of Colunbia mnunicipal
regul ati ons, which are the zoni ng ordi nance,
and to extend the boundaries of the Capito
Gat eway overl ay.

Notice of today's hearing was
published in the D.C. Register on July 21st,

2006. And copi es of the hearing announcenent
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are available, too. They're in the wall bin
by the door.

The hearing will be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of 11 DCWR
section 3021. And the order or procedure wll
be as follows: Prelimnary matters fol |l owed
by the presentation by the Ofice of Planning,
reports of other government agencies, report
of the affected Advisory Nei ghbor hood
Conmm ssi on, organizations and persons in
support, and organizations and persons in
opposi tion.

Al |l persons appearing before the
Commi ssion are to fill out two witness cards.
The cards are on the table by the door. Upon
coming forward to speak to the Conm ssion
pl ease gi ve both cards to the reporter, who i s
sitting to our right.

Please be advised that this
proceeding is being recorded by the court
reporter and is also being webcast |ive.

Accordingly, we ask you to refrain frommaki ng
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any di sruptive noises in the hearing room

The decision of the Comm ssion in
this case nust be based on the public record.
And to avoid any appearance to the contrary,
t he Comm ssion requests that persons present
not engage the nenbers of the Conm ssion in
conversation during a recess or at any other
tinme.

| ask you to turn off all beepers
and cell phones at this tine so as not to
di srupt the hearing.

And, Ms. Schellin, are there any
prelimnary matters?

(No response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Then, M.
Lawson, we are ready for your presentation.

MR LAWSON: Thank you, Madam
Chai r.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.

MR LAWSON: My nane is Joel
Lawson. And | am wth the D.C Ofice of

Pl anni ng.
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At your My 25th, 2006 special
meeting, you sat down for public hearing a
proposal fromthe Ofice of Planning to expand
t he boundaries of the Capital Gateway overl ay
to include those portions of the west side of
South Capitol Street south of M Street that
are now currently within the overlay area.
This includes portions of squares 649, 651,
653, and 655.

Thi s initiative woul d be
consistent with OP, District Departnent of
Transportation, and Anacostia Waterfront
Corporation, and National Capital Planning
Comm ssion plans to ensure the transformation
of South Capitol Street into a fittingly
nmonunment al boul evar d.

This proposal by OP would not
change the underlying zoning. So it woul d not
change the permtted uses, the permtted
hei ghts, or the permtted densities currently
avai | abl e.

However, it would provide for
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Zoni ng Conm ssion and, therefore, community
revi ew of any new devel opnent proposal, would
prevent newdriveway access fromSout h Capitol
Street, and woul d, where appropriate, require
a 15-foot setback from the South Capitol
Street property |ine.

Al of these provisions currently
exist for other properties on South Capitol
Street. OP analysis is that the existing
zoni ng height and density can confortably be
accomodated within the smaller envel ope,
resulting fromthe 15-foot setback where the
set back woul d be appli ed.

Si nce the sit-down neeting, OP has
presented the proposal to neetings of the
ANC- 16 i n t he Sout hwest Nei ghbor hood Assenbl y,
sent two nmailed notices to owners and
occupants in the area, including a sunmary of
t he proposal, and di scussed the details of the
proposal with a nunber of area residents and
| andowner s.

As a result of these di scussions,
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OP is proposing a few mnor changes to the
originally adverti sed t ext anendnent,
specifically, nunber one, to anend the
proposed boundary wi t hin square 655 to i ncl ude
only those properties fronting directly onto
South Capitol Street.

Square 655 is an interesting
square in that it is currently devel oped with
rowhouses, even though the current zoning is
R- 5E, which allows for a high-density
apartnent -type devel opnent.

A nunber of area residents and
nei ghbor hood groups questioned our origina
proposal to include all of square 655. W
agree that this is not necessary as including
only the properties which front on South
Capitol Street would achieve the desired
pur pose while m nim zing perceived changes to
t he zoni ng.

Nunmber  two, OP is proposing
| anguage which clarifies the replacenent of

| nprovenents to or normal additions to an
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exi sting rowhouse -- these rowhouses are
currently located in 653 and square 655 --
t hat these types of changes would not require
Zoning Comm ssion review and that m nor
vertical; i.e., upper story, additions to such
rowhouses would al so not require the 15-foot
set back.

These rowhouses are generally two
stories in height and appear to be constructed
tothe front property |line al ong South Capitol
Street. Vertical additions are currently
permtted under existing zoning. OP believes
t hat such m nor additions should be permtted
to extend up fromthe existing structure and
not be required to provide the 15-foot
set back.

Both DDOT and AWC have i ndicated
support for this initiative. OP did not
receive coments from any other district
agency. Cenerally our discussions with the
area residents have been regardi ng details of

t he proposal.
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In fact, just today OP and DDOT
met with one of the major |andowners in the
area to discuss a nunber of details,
particularly how the 15-foot setback may or
may not inpact his property.

| don't see him in the audience
tonight. He did indicate that he would |ike
to submt sone comments to the Zoning
Conmm ssi on. So the Zoni ng Conm ssi on may w sh
to leave the record open to receive his
comrents if you wsh to. But our discussions
wth him were very interesting and very
I nformative and | think on both sides.

In  sumary, we continue to
recommend the proposed expansion of the
boundary for the Capital Gateway overl ay
district, to include the renmaining WATS and
the west side of South Capitol Street, south
of M Such a change is consistent wth
established District policy as well as wth
pl anni ng efforts for i nprovenents to the South

Capitol Street corridor.
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That's it for ne. And | am
avail abl e for questions. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Thank you,
M. Lawson.

Questions for M. Lawson? M.
Turnbul | ?

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL.: M.
Lawson, | can't renenber. | am trying to
vi sual i ze square 651, this narrow sliver. |
amtrying to renenber what's --

MR LAWSON. A fairly good portion
of square 651, if ny nmenory is right, 2, is
ei t her not devel oped or S very
under - devel oped. There are a couple of snall
comercial buildings. It's not rowhouses in
651.

It's very small buildings. As you
can see fromthe plot, fromthe maps, they are
very narrow lots. They are relatively snall.

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL.: |  nmean,
they are not very deep. That's --

MR, LAWSON They're not very
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deep, which is one of the reasons why we're
not proposing that the 15-foot setback be
requi red on that square.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL : And t hen
right behind it by the alley, | guess, then

there are rowhouses right --

MR LAWSON: Yes. Behi nd the
alley, it's zoned, | believe, R4, but it's
al | | ow-density residential devel opnent,

wel | - est abl i shed.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: Ckay. So
fine. | just couldn't visualize that bl ock
anynore. Ckay. Thank you.

MR, LAWBON: Thanks. | shoul d say
that behind it is low to noderate density
resi denti al . It's certainly not al |
| ow- density devel opnent.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Anyone el se?
Questions?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Yes. I

wrote a question down. |If you have questions
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14

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | don't.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: | wote
sonet hi ng down. | can't see where | marked
It. Anyway --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Wl l, if you

have sonething and you can find it before we
concl ude, we can cone back to that.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Ckay.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank vyou,
M. Lawson.

Are you planning on testifying?

(No response.)

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Ckay. \Well,
we'll just slide right on through, then. M.
Hood, we're back to you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOOD: | know I
marked it, but, anyway, that's okay. | can
deal with it later.

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. When
we take proposed action, you can always ask

Ofice of Planning a question at that point
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also. | think, in deference to the request or
at least the intention that an individual has
to submt sonething for the record, | think
we'll | eave the record open for two weeks. |f
you wouldn't mnd communicating to the
I ndi vi dual ?

SECRETARY SCHELLI N: That woul d be

until Novenber 30t h.

CHAIl RPERSON M TTEN: Novenber
30t h?

SECRETARY SCHELLI N:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: COkay. So the
record will remain open until Novenber 30t h.
And then after that, we'll get that on the

agenda probably for the Decenber neeting and
go fromthere.

So thank you, everybody, for your
attention. And we're adjourned.

(Whereupon, the foregoing matter

was concl uded at 6:52 p.m)
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