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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
(6:40 P.M)
CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Good eveni ng,
| adi es and gentl enen. This is a public
hearing of the Zoning Conm ssion of the
District of Colunbia for Thursday, March 15"
2007. My nane is Carol Mtten, and joining ne
this evening are Vice Chairman Anthony Hood
and Comm ssioners John Parsons and G eg
Jeffries. The subject of this evening's
hearing is Zoning Comm ssion case nunber 06-
43, and this a request by the Anerican
University for special exception relief
pursuant to sections 210 and 3104.1 of the
zoning regulations for approval of further
processi ng of an approved canpus plan for the
partial renovation and reconstruction of the
McKinley Building as the new hone for the
American University School of Conmuni cati on.
The subj ect property is | ocated at
4400 Massachusetts Avenue, Northwest and is

known as | ot one and square 1600. Notice of
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today's hearing was published in the D.C
Regi ster on Noverber 18'", 2006, and copies of
t he heari ng announcenent are avail abl e to you,
and they're in the wall bin by the door. This
hearing wll be conducted in accordance with
t he provisions of 11 DCVR section 3117 and t he
order of procedure will be as follows: W'lI
take up any prelimnary matters, then we'll
have t he presentation of the applicant's case,
report by the Ofice of Planning, the report
of any other governnent agencies, report by
t he af f ect ed advi sory nei ghbor hood comm ssi on,
in this case it's 3D, organizations and
persons in support, and organizations and
persons in opposition.

The followng tinme constraints

will be mintained in the hearing: The
appl i cant wi | | have fifteen m nut es,
organi zations wll have five mnutes, and
I ndi viduals will have three m nutes, and the

Comm ssion intends to adhere to these tine

limts as strictly as possible in order to

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

hear the case in a reasonabl e period of tine.
The Comm ssion reserves the right to change
the time |limts for presentations if
necessary, and notes that no set tine shall be
ceded.

Al |l persons appearing before the
Commi ssion are to fill out two witness cards,
and those cards are on the table by the door.
Upon comng forward to speak to the
Comm ssion, please give both cards to the
reporter, whois sitting to our right. Please
be advised that this proceeding is being
recorded by the court reporter, and is also
bei ng webcast |ive, accordingly, we ask youto
refrain from maki ng any di sruptive noises in
t he hearing room When presenting information
to the Comm ssion, please turn on and speak
into the m crophone, first stating your nane
and address, and when you're finished
speaki ng, please turn your mcrophone off,
because they tend to pi ck up background noi se.

The deci sion of the Comm ssion in
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this case nust be based exclusively on the
public record, and to avoid any appearance to
the contrary, the Conm ssion requests that
persons present not engage the nenbers of the
Comm ssion in conversation during a recess or
at any other tine. And Ms. Schellin and M.
Hanousek w |l be available throughout the
hearing to answer any procedural questions
that you m ght have.

| ask you to turn off all beepers
and cell phones at this tinme so as not to
di srupt the hearing, and |I'd ask that anyone
who's planning on testifying this evening, if
you woul d stand up, raise your right hand, and
direct your attentionto Ms. Schellin, and she
wll swear you in.

(Whereupon, the wtnesses were
swor n) .

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank you.
Dd you have any prelimnary matters, M.
Schel I'i n?

MS. SCHELLIN: Just to advise that
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we have received the affidavit of maintenance
and it's in order.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:  Thank vyou.
M. Tummonds, any prelimnary matters?

MR TUMMONDS: No.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN:. Al'l right,
then we're ready to go.

VR. TUMVONDS: G eat . Good
eveni ng. W have a very sinple and
straightforward case for you this evening. As
nmenti oned, Anerican University is proposing a
m nor addition of 3152 square feet to the
existing MKinley Building. W believe our
pre-hearing statenent details howthis project
satisfies the standards of section 210 of the
zoning requl ations, this application received
the support of the Ofice of Planning, the
condi tioned support of ANC 3D, and late this
evening, there was a report from DDOT
addressing the traffic issues.

W will truly follow your lead if

you think there are things that we'd like to
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address in detail, but as noted, we are
planning on doing this in fifteen m nutes.
We've also submtted for the record this
evening the two page HNTB anal ysis that was
the basis for DDOT's report. It notes that
there was no perceptible traffic inpact as a
result of this proposal.

Wth that, I wll have Jorge Abud
from Anmerican University give his brief
testi nony.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: G eat, thanks.

MR. ABUD: Good evening, |'m Jorge

Abud, Assistant Vice President of Facilities

and Adm nistrative Services. | have overal
responsibility for t he uni versity's
facilities, including planning for new

facilities and i nprovenents. The renovation
of the McKinley Building, which is the second
ol dest building on our canpus, is part of a
continuing programto i nprove the university's
facilities in support of our academc

prograns. As we worked on the design of the
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buildinginits renovation, we determ ned t hat
a nodest expansion of the building was
necessary in order to neet the school of
communi cation's needs.

SOC, as we call it, the school of
communi cation, is one of AU s six schools and
colleges. Its 1200 students are enrolled in
t hree academ c prograns of study: Journalism
public conmmuni cation, and visual nmedia. Qur
journalismprogramis one of only a few across
the nation that is accredited, and in the
city, AU and Howard share that distinction.
SOC is currently squeezed into about 25,000
square feet in three buildings, primarily the
Mary Graydon Center, which is slated to be our
student center.

Its new MKinley location wll
about doubl e that space and provide facilities
appropriate for teaching comrunication for
21°" century audi ences. The building wll
I ncl ude cl assroons, of fi ces, and t he

speci al i zed spaces needed in what's becone a
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very t echnol ogy- depended di sci pline. Finally,
it'"Il allowour students, faculty and staff to
have what they can really call a hone.

As part of our planning for this
project, we reviewed it wth our nei ghborhood
| iaison commttee, and received all positive
coments on it. And we presented it to the
ANC 3D at two different neetings, January 10'
and February 7'", and the ANC had questions in
primarily three areas. First one being that
we clarify how we neet our undergraduate
student housing requirenent, especially in
i ght of the university phasing out its use of
an apartnment building in Bethesda, Maryl and,
cal |l ed Park Bet hesda.

We prepared a table that's part of
our subm ssion, which denonstrates that
clearly and that we do neet the requirenent.
Traffic and its inpact, in particular as it
relates to the potential for non-university
people attending events at the theater

included in this building was the second
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questi on. And as part of our response, we
shared a |list of events that we hold nowin an
existing theater that's alittle bit smaller.
And we shared our experience that virtually
all the participants in these events are AU
students, faculty, or staff, and that we have
very few outside attendees.

And lastly, we asked HNIB to
prepare an anal ysis that addressed the issue,
and they concluded that there would be no
perceptible inpact on surrounding traffic.
Lastly, the ANC asked us about our off-canpus
st udent behavi or programand how it was bei ng
communi cated, and so we have reviewed our
procedures internally and agreed to neet with
a group of surrounding ANC representatives to
tal k about how we can better communicate the
programt o surroundi ng nei ghbors, and if there
are any inprovenents that we would like to
make to the program

Additionally, as part of that

di scussion, it becane clear that it probably
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made sense to add a couple of ANCs where we
don't have property but that are close to our
canpuses, to our nei ghbor hood |1 ai son
commttee, so that we have a regul ar di al ogue.
Paul Lund, our architect, wll review the
bui | di ng.

MR. LUND: Good evening, |'m Paul
Lund, principal at Bowe Gidley Architects.
| have Dbrief PowerPoint to take you through
the design of the building. This is the
current master plan drawing for the canpus,
the building in question, the MKinley
Buil ding, is | ocated here, the Friedhei mQad
I's here, Nebraska Avenue and Massachusetts
her e. Wen we initially |ooked at the
project, it becane apparent that there were a
nunber of things that the client would like to
do, the university would like to do with the
building in addition to house classroons and
so forth.

The building is located on the

Fri edheim Quad, although it doesn't have a
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door. Wien the building was originally
constructed - it's at this end. The building
al so has a connection - a useful connection -
to the nmedia production center, which is a
medi a production center serving the school of
communi cations. This is the building on the
right, the McKinley Building, and you can see
that it doesn't really have a presence on the
mai n quad of the canpus. Qur goal was to try
to i nprove that.

In | ooking at the existing
bui |l di ng, again, here, with Mary G aydon and
the Bender Library here, it becane apparent
that this was a beautiful building that we
needed to preserve the facades and the
integrity of. So the orange area that you see
Is the historic piece. There are two quads
being - there's a new quad being proposed,
which isinthis area. Andin this |ocation -
again, the Friedheim - instead of trying to
create an addition to the building where the

circleis here, we tried to | ook at an i dea of
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novi ng the enphasis of the entrance nore to a
space, a courtyard that could becone an
entrance plaza, and really not only create a
seat at the table for the school of
communi cati on, but al so a wonderful connection
for the canpus between the new quad and the
exi sting Friedheim

The design of the building - again
- this is the site plan, again, orientation,
Mary G aydon center, Bender Library, MKinley
Bui Il ding, the future quad wll be here, so you
can see that the building, in its |andscape,
Is trying to link the two together. In terns
of entrances, the main entrance is off the
courtyard. It currently |ooks sonething |ike
this. It's proposed to look Ilike this.
Agai n, the existing building and the proposed
addition plaza with steps down to the future
quad.

The remai ni ng spaces on t he second
floor really include offices and academc

cl assroons, as well as a converged newsroomin
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the center, which is a teaching space.
There's a secondary entrance to the buil ding,
which is off the future quad on the | ower
| evel, which we refer to as the first floor.
Currently looks like this. Future sonething
like this. You can see to the left the stairs
| eadi ng up to the plaza and an entrance to the
200 seat theater that is in the |ower |evel.
Rounding out the first floor, primarily, are
| abs and studio spaces, as well as a few
academ c offices and then the nmain 200 seat
t heater.

On the third floor of t he
buil ding, primarily we have academ c offices
wth a few classroomand | ab spaces. Fourth
floor, primarily all academc offices with a
rooftop terrace. This is the existing
building viewed from the parking garage
behind. This is the proposal. That conpl etes
ny presentation.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

MR TUMMONDS: And that conpletes
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the applicant's presentation. W're able to
answer any questions that you may have.

CHAIl RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Can we
have the Iights back up? Even though it is so
nice to have the nellow darkness. Any
questions from the Commssion for the
applicant? Ckay, | just had two questions.
Were will the uses that are in the building
now be rel ocated to?

MR ABUD: We're currently in the
process of phasing out the current uses. Half
of the building is actually enpty. They were
arts uses that noved to the Katzen Arts Center
two years ago. The others will nove to forner
art buil di ngs. One is now in use, one is
enpty. And we're phasing those this year.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. And t hen
In your chart in exhibit B that shows where
the housing is being accommopdated - this may
be sonething that we dealt with in the canpus
plan and | just - ny nenory's not good enough.

In fall of 07, you will have 115 beds at
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Nebraska that you haven't had in the past.
What is that?

MR. ABUD: Nebraska Hall is an
existing building that has been used as
housing in the past, was converted to
tenporary uses for arts when the art buil di ng
was under construction, and other renovation
proj ects. It's being converted back to
housing. So it's been out of a housing use
for about seven or eight years.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: |s that the
one building that was over by the Katzen Arts
Center on that side?

MR ABUD: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay.

MR TUMMONDS: The first page of
exhi bit A has the canpus pl an map, which shows
Nebraska Hal | .

CHAl RPERSON M TTEN: Oh, okay.
Thanks. No one else? (kay, thank you very
much.

MR, TUVWMONDS: Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | think we're
ready for the Ofice of Planning report,
because we don't have a representative here
fromthe ANC, | just want to nmake sure. o
ahead.

MR, MORDFI N. Good eveni ng nenbers
of the Comm ssion, |'m Stephen Mrdfin with
the Ofice of Planning. And the Ofice of
Pl anni ng stands on the record.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you, M.
Mordfin. Does anyone have any questions for
M. Mrdfin? Thank you.

MR HOOD: M. Mordfin, "Il just
ask anyway, | think | know the answer. The
ANC subm tted their report, and they approved
this particular process, but it seens |ike
they're reiterating sone conditions that are
I n the existing canpus plan, | believe. Am
correct in assessing that?

MR MORDFI N: They put five
conditions in there that they attached to

t heir recommendati on of approval that cone out
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of the previous approvals. So you are correct
I n assum ng that.

MR HOOD: Because it's like
they're saying their approval again is
contingent on these conditions, which are
already in the canpus plan.

MR MORDFI N Yes.

MR, HOOD: All right, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Just to
clarify, | think they were trying to fine tune
a coupl e of issues. For instance, like the
| iaison commttee, that's a condition of the
canmpus plan, they're asking for that to be
expanded. So in each case it has a point of
origininthe existing conditions, but they're
asking for sonme accommopdation and each of
t hose have been addressed by the applicant in
their submission of the 1% of WMarch.
Anyt hing el se? Gkay. Then | would note that
we have nowin the record - we received today
the report from DDOI, and they have had an

opportunity to review the findings of the
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applicant's traffic expert, and they are -
t hey have no objection to the project.

And we were told that we should
not expect a representative from ANC 3D, but
we do have a resolution fromthemin support,
exhibit 12 in the record, subject to five
condi tions, which the applicant has responded
to. And nowl'd ask are there any individuals
who'd like to testify in support? Anyone
who'd like to testify in support? Anyone
who'd like to testify in opposition? Any
opposition? GCkay, M. Tummonds.

MR, TUVMONDS: As | nentioned, |
think that we have satisfied these special
exception standards, and we think that it'd be
appropriate. W'd ask for you approval this
eveni ng. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you. |
think that request can be accommobdated. As
you said, | think the record is conplete, and
| think you have addressed the speci al

exception standards, and given that you have
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addressed the concerns raised by the ANC |
think that their concerns have been addressed
and their report is being given great weight.
As | nove approval of Zoning Conm ssion case
nunber 06-43.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you M.
Jeffries. |Is there any discussion? Then all
those in favor, please say aye.

(Chorus of ayes).

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Those opposed,
pl ease say no. M. Hanousek, woul d you record
the vote, please?

M5. HANOUSEK: Yes, the vote is
four to approve, four, zero, one, Wwth
Chairman Mtten making the notion, and G eg
Jeffries making the second, and Conm ssi oner
Hood and Parson in support. And Comm ssi oner
Turnbul | not here.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ri ght, okay.
Thank you very nuch, thank you for your tine.

MR. TUMMONDS: Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Go forth and
build a school of communication. We're
adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled

matter was adjourned at 6:58 p.m)
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