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Letter of Explanation Regarding Why All Owners’ Signatures Could Not Be 
Obtained 

 
The property subject to this zoning map amendment application consists of Lots 71, 72, 

and 803 in Square 2855 (the “Property”). These lots are addressed as 1337 Girard Street NW, 
1339 Girard Street NW, and 1327 Girard Street NW, respectively. Andy and Debbie Wilson LLC 
(the “Applicant”) is the owner of 1327 Girard Street. 1337 Girard Street is owned by an 
individual named Abel Ayele, who has signed a letter of authorization supporting this application 
which, if successful, would rezone his lot. The Applicant attempted to get a similar signed letter 
of authorization from the owner of 1339 Girard Street; the purpose of this letter is to explain why 
this ultimately was impracticable.  

 
1339 Girard Street NW was previously co-owned by an individual named Margaret Labat 

and her son, Robert R. Middleton Jr. Mr. Middleton informed the Applicant that Ms. Labat is 
deceased and he is now sole owner, and accordingly, the Applicant has corresponded with him 
regarding getting support for a zoning map amendment application. Following the April 3rd, 
2025, meeting with the ANC1A Housing and Zoning Committee where they encouraged the 
Applicant to seek additional density for their development project, the Applicant contacted Mr. 
Ayele and Mr. Middleton; their support would be needed for a potential map amendment because 
the proposed area of RA-4 Zoning would need to include their properties to connect with 
existing RA-4 Zoning on the block. Both owners gave initial verbal support to rezoning their 
lots, and this further encouraged the Applicant to proceed with putting together a zoning map 
amendment application. 

 
Following the Applicant mailing a Notice of Intent for the zoning map amendment 

application to neighboring property owners on July 14, 2025, Mr. Middleton reached out to the 
Applicant due to concerns that his lot would be purchased and/or redeveloped, and received 
reassurance that though his property may be rezoned, the Applicant is not interested in 
redeveloping his lot. A copy of the correspondence between Mr. Middleton and the Applicant’s 
representatives is attached to this letter. Mr. Middleton affirmed his support for the project by 
email in this correspondence. Following this, Mr. Middleton assisted by providing the Applicant 
with information needed for the Applicant to mail a second Notice of Intent to the tenants of 
1339 and 1337 Girard Street in August 2025. 

 
In February 2026, following the Applicant’s February 5th, 2026, meeting with the ANC1A 

Housing and Zoning Committee, the Applicant reached out to both Mr. Ayele and Mr. Middleton 
for formal letters of support to submit with the zoning map amendment application. However, 
the Applicant was able to only contact Mr. Ayele. Despite repeated attempts since then to 
reestablish contact with Mr. Middleton, the Applicant has been unable to. Therefore, the 
application is proceeding with Mr. Middleton’s prior support given verbally and by email. The 
Applicant does still seek to rezone 1337 Girard Street NW because to do otherwise would leave a 
gap of RF-1 zoning a single lot wide between two RA-4 zoning districts. The Applicant hopes to 
count on Mr. Middleton’s continued support should contact be reestablished at a future time.   

 
 










