Project Description

The center is envisioned to enhance Gallaudet’'s
world-leading research programs on campus, on-line
and around the world. The center will be student-
centric-contributing to a positive student experience
and promoting student success on campus. The new
design will focus on 65,000 square feet of renovation
space in the basement, building-wide infrastructure
upgrades,water-proofing, demolition and removal

of first and second floor and significant landscaping
works including new first floor cafe, terrace, and
amphitheater. The center will provide new innovative,
and adaptable spaces for teaching, research, and
conferences, that combine the best of the old and new
methods of student centered learning and academic
inquiry/scholarship and engagement, including
extensive digital infrastructure for blended delivery.

The landscape around the Merrill Learning Center will
become a vibrant gathering space for the Gallaudet
community, offering flexible areas for study, relaxation,
and socializing. Guided by DeafSpace principles, the
design will enhance the sensory experience, with
native plants promoting biodiversity and a connection
to Washington, D.C.’s ecology. A new building will
create a welcoming entrance, blending the old with
the new, ensuring the Merrill Learning Center remains
a cherished place. The project will also prioritize
accessibility, ensuring that all members of the
community can easily navigate and enjoy the space.
With sustainability in mind energy-efficient features
will be incorporated to reduce the environmental
impact.
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