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September 13, 1995 

Ms. Madeliene H. Robinson 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Ms. Robinson: 

Mr. Quentin R. Lawson 
&Bculire Dll&dar 

I have attached a request to the Zoning Commission that current zoning be retained 
for four properties that would be affected under Zoning Case No. 95-4. 

I would appreciate your assistance in making this request part of the Official File 
for 
Case 95-4, and having the request letter and attachments submitted as testimony in 
the Public Hearings that will be held on September 25, and in November. 

Thank you for your time. 

;;✓~ 
Quentin Lawson 
Executive Director 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation 
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September 13, 1995 

Ms. Jerrily R. Kress 
Chair 
Zoning Commission 

Dear Ms. Kress: 

Mr. Quentin R. Lawson 
Executive Director 

I am writing you to request that current zoning be retained for four properties that 
would be affected under Zoning Case No. 95-4. We have been planning to erect 
our National Headquarters on this site since early 1994. We have achieved several 
milestones, including the closing of an alley, which required a complete review by 
several agencies, and a full public hearing process. The recommended zoning 
changes would not allow us to proceed as planned. Specifically, I request that you 
retain C-M-1 zoning for lots 128, 808, 809 and 810 in Square 750. Below, I 
outline for your review the background to this request, including: 

• our mission; 
• our goals and objectives for the builcling; 
• the appropriateness of this site 

to our objectives 
to the neighborhood 

• impact of changing zoning to C-2-B or S-P-1, as proposed; 
• the processes that we have undergone to date regarding the building; and 
• our projected timeline. 

The Congressional Black Caucus Foundation is steadily emerging :~j½\~ premier 
national organization for ensuring full participation ofAfrfoan Americans in the 
formulation of public policy. It is the mission of the CBC Foundation. ;hrough 
research, training and innovation to contribute significa~tly t~ th.,femp<iwerment of rfl / 
African Americans educationally, politically and ecaJiOmiCally. ~ r PL/, / 

IOIM PelllSJlnnla Amue, S.E .• Wasllln!l1JI,!!.~. (202) 67H730. Fax (2112) 547·3811i 0 / 1111-> 



Our goals for this building are to provide professional office space for 30-35 staff 
to conduct Research and Education Programs. 

This site is located at the corner of 2nd Street and K Street. This predominantly 
Afro-American community contains a mixture of residential and commercial 
townhouses and buildings which reflect our organizations commitment to work 
with the community mentoring youth, promoting literacy programs and possible 
opportunities for employment. 

Why the site works for CBCF objectives: The location of this site is circled on the 
Zoning Map (Attachment A). The building will be at the corner of the Square. 
Across the street to the west, the proposed zoning adjacent to the railroad tracks is 
'M', meaning that there could be a high density commercial/manufacturing use. 
Across 2nd Street to the north, proposed zoning could result in a change from 'M' 
to 'C-M-3 1 , which permits high bulk commercial/light manufacturing. Our 
building, directly across the street from these sites, would anchor the transition 
from heavier commercial use to medium density development and residential 
housing, which is the stated goal of the Office of Planning's Comprehensive Plan. 
Our three story building directly would meet the goals of this plan, as stated in the 
April 28, 1995 memorandum to you titled "Preliminary Report, Union Station 
Area Rezoning", by: 

"Stabilizing the boundary between continuing economic development 
activity near the railroad tracks and the adjacent residential 
neighborhood; 

Allowing a mixture of industrial and commercial uses at medium-high 
density near the railroad tracks north of K Street, NE in order to provide 
business and job opportunities; 

Encourage a mixture of commercial uses at moderate to medium density 
at locations between the residential neighborhood and intensive 
commercial development abutting the railroad tracks, guided by the 
mixed use designations on the Generalized Land Use Map; 

Maintain the existing scale of the residential neighborhood and of the 
building stock in most of the area; establish suitable intermediate, "step-



Maintain the existing scale of the residential neighborhood and of the 
building stock in most of the area; establish suitable intermediate, "step­
down" building heights at the edges of intensive commercial 
development." 

Our building accomplishes exactly the stated goals, particularly the last one. Our 
three-story building establishes the step-down directly across from the more 
intensive areas. The building is designed to retain the character of the existing 
two-story townhouses by actually using the walls of these structures as a base. Our 
third story would be steel and glass, and the overall design is intended to blend in 
quite nicely with the existing structures. Please see the site and building plans 
contained in Attachment B. 

The building will also blend in nicely with current uses. Most of the townhouses 
along 2nd Street, right up to this site, are used as small office space. At the corner 
of 2nd and Parker Streets, next to our site to the south, are the headquarters of 
Save the Children (northern corner) and a 9000 square foot commercial building 
usecl as a Veteran's Center. 

The impact of changing the zoning from C-M-1 to the proposed S-P-1 or C-2-B 
would prevent us from continuing this project. We need the 15,000 square feet, 
which is the maximum allowable under current zoning. S-P-1 would allow 
12,500 feet; C-2-B would allow only 7,500 feet. Neither would be sufficient for 
our needs. S-P-1 would impose the additional barrier of requiring Board of Zoning 
approval, a process of several months. We have already been through a lengthy 
approval process where the concept and design of .the building have been presented 
and approved by residents, the ANC, the City Council, and the Mayor. Why 
require this site to go through another hearing process? 

To date, we have designed the building, done preliminary site work, and closed the 
alley that connects the four lots. Attachment C, D.C. Act 10-391, documents our 
completion of the alley closing process, which included several neighborhood 
meetings and a Public Hearing. The 30-day Congressional review was completed 
after the Mayor signed this Act on December 30, 1994. We planned to break 
ground and begin construction in early 1995. Unfortunately, our plans have been 
delayed. It could be two or more years before we are able to begin construction. 



Please allow the C-M-1 zoning to remain unchanged. For the reasons stated 
above, this building, only possible under C-M-1, will meet our needs, enhance the 
neighborhood, and directly meet the goals of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Thank you for your consideration and your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

ue tin a on 
Executive Director 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation 

cc: Maybelle Taylor Bennett, Zoning Commission 
John Parsons, Zoning Commission 
William Ensign, Zoning Commission 
Madeliene H. Robinson, Office of Zoning 
Nate Gross, Office of Planning 
Harold Brazil, City Council 
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AN ACT 

D,C. ACT 10-391 

"""(t1cLl1~-nf C JAN 1 , 

BIIOWI ORIBINAL 

IN THB COUNCIL OF THI DISTR.ICT OP COLUMBIA 

DECEMBER 301 1994 

To order th• olo1tn1 of a public alley In lquaN. 710, bounded by K 
Street, H.B., 2nd Street, N.E., Parker Streat, H.B., ~4 8~ 
Street, N.E., tn Ward 8, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THI COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA, 
That W• act may t,e c:l\ed .. th• •caos1D1 or • hbUo All•)' Ill lquv. 
'TSO, 8.0. 94•123, Act of 1884". " 

lee, a. PUl'IUazat to Notion 101 of th• ltntt •nd Alley Clo•ln· Uld 
Acqu1,1uon Prooedure, Act of 1883, •ff•otlve Maroh 10, 1883 (D. C. taw 
4 .. 201; D,C, Cod• I '1•421), the Couaall find• that tbe publla Alley lD 
Squan 760, •• •hown on th• l1D"Y•JOr'• plat filed wachr S.O. M•l23. 
It VJUJttceH•f'Y for all•J ptiH'PoH• and ord•l"• lt olo••d, wlth tlUa to th• 
IIIDd to ve•t •• 1hown on tb• Sune,or'• phat. The appl'Offl Of th• 
C:ounoll ~f tbt Dlatrlct ·Of Columbia or thl• clotllll la .conUn11».t upoD. the 
fWDI, In th• Recorder ot Detcl1 . Dlvtalon or the o.,,__.nt ol lt.unce 
and 1.evanue, of a coYenant between th• Dl1b1ct of Columbia and the 
own•r• of th• lot• abutt1n1 \be all•¥ to be oloNd tbat mQOl',PONtH the 
followtor CODdJUous; 

(1) Th• ••••ment and otbar oondltlon• ••t forth .ID tbe official 
me OD s.o. 94;.123 by the D19biot of Columbia J>9partmeut of 1ubllo 
Wo11k1; and 

(2) The condlUon• •et forth ID the omclal. flle on s.o. M-123 
bJ tbe Dt,trt.;it of Columflla Ptn and 11119r1eno7 Medloal hm"• 
~nt. 

Seo, 3. (a) Tbla aot •ball taJce effect after 1 30-daJ pertocl ·qt 
ConlNHlon&l revtaw fallowtn1 approval by the Mayor (or ID the ev•nt 
ol veto by the Mayar, action by tho Cowicll of th• Dlatrlot of ColumbJa 
ta 1DY•rrid• the ••t.o) •• pl"O\rlded la tee\li;n 802(0)(1) of the Dlatriot ot 
Calumbla S•lf .. <Jovemment &Qd Govem1D1ntal BeorpnlzaUon Act, 
•pprov9d Deaember 24. 1973 (87 ltat. 813; D.C. Code I 1·233(ct)(l)). 
and publication ln elth•r the J)l• trlot of Columbia. Beflttll", Ua1 l)J1trlr,t 
ot Colwnbla Stat1,1te,--•t--1Mp, GJ' Uw Dl,trlol of Cal.-bla Mwalolpal 
a.awauan•• 



Council of th• Dtmtat or Co1'1111bla 

Mayor 
Dlltrlat of Columbia 

APPROVED: December 30. 1994 
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