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Above: Roanoke River scene 
along WIiey Drive. Right: The 
main library and new addition 
In downtown. 
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Public Sa/ ety 
10. Crime prevention efforts should be 

supported through strengthened law 
enforcement activities and citizen 
involvement. 

Regional Cooperation 

11. Cooperation of Valley governments in 
addressing human development and 
public safety issues which impact the 
larger region should be encouraged. 

CITY SERVICES AND FACILITIES 
Environmental Quality 

1. Promoting, encouraging, maintaining 
or enhancing environmental quality 
and the appearance of the city should 
be a key objective of public services 
and private initiatives in Roanoke . 

2. Public area landscaping and beauti­
fication should be encouraged and 
supported through public and private 
actions. 

Parks and Recreation 
3. Enhancement and maintenance of ex­

isting parks and recreation facilities 
should be continued and supported. 

4. When new community facilities and 
parks are developed, they should be 
provided in currently unserved areas 
where need and demand for services 
are highest. 

Infrastructure: 'Iransportation 
5. Roanoke 's transportation system and 

utilities should focus primarily on 

maintenance and completion of exist­
ing systems. Expansion of these sys­
tems should be carefully coordinated 
with the future land use goals 
adopted in the comprehensive plan. 

6. The review of the City's traffic man­
agement system should be an on­
going process . 

7. Regional accessibility should be 
strengthened through the enhance­
ment of transportation facilities, in­
cluding buses, and airport services . 

8. Improved downtown accessibility 
through better traffic flow, locational 
and directional signs, parking and 
pedestrian amenities should be 
developed. 

Regional Cooperation 
9. Cooperation of Valley governments in 

addressing issues which impact the 
larger region should be encouraged. 

10. Regional facilities which serve the 
metropolitan community or provide 
joint services to areas in need should 
be encouraged and supported. 
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[]] ROANOKE YESTERDAY 

Left: Downtown wos thriving 
when Roanoke's second Com­
prehensive Plan was being 
developed in 1928. 
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Right: An early view al the 
Hotel Roanoke. 
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Planning and Development Legacy 

Roanoke celebrated its centennial in 1982 
- 100 years of development from a small 

crossroads village to a railroad center, then 
from a growing industrial city to the 
diversified regional industrial, ?ervice and 
financial center of western Virginia that it is 
today 

FROM VILLAGE OF BIG LICK TO 
RAILROAD "BOOM TOWN" 
Settlement in the Roanoke area began in the 
1850s when the first railroad lines located in 
the Village of Big Lick. However, the city's 
rapid growth came between 1874 and 1889 
after Roanoke became the headquarters of 
the Norfolk and Western Railway 

The legacy of development patterns 
begun in these early boom years is still evi­
dent. The original settlement along Big Lick 
Creek was located in the areas where down­
town Roanoke and the Gainsboro neighbor­
hood stand today Industrial development 
grew along the rail lines and the Roanoke 
River. Much of the housing in the city's 
oldest neighborhoods was built rapidly by 
speculative land companies. By the early 
1900s, Roanoke had established itself as a 
growing industrial city and the desire for 
home ownership spurred more substantial 
residential development. 

1907 PLAN: REMODELING ROANOKE 
General concern about the city's develop­
ment was expressed in 1907 when 
Roanoke 's first comprehensive plan, entitled 
Remodeling Roanoke, was commissioned by 
a group of citizens called the Civic Better­
ment League. This plan, one of the first such 
efforts in the nation, established the founda­
tion for the city by coordinating the location 
of the downtown buildings along Jefferson 
Street and at the site of the City Market , 
establishing an orderly street system and 
proposing a network of parks. 

"The problem that confronts the people of Roanoke 
.. . is no less than the remodeling of the existing city 
and the remoulding oftbe large area around it so that 
both may better serve present and future generations. 
The task is not an easy one. It involves an intimate 
knowledge of the evolution of the present City of 
Roanoke and as wise as possible a forecasting of its 
future; a firm bold upon fundamental principles of 
city-making generally; an acquaintance with the ex­
perience and actual achievement of other cities; and 
a capacity to discriminate- to select from a number 
of possible courses of action one that is, all things 
considered, unquestionably the best. Moreover, it 
demands imagination, courage and public spirit. " 
(Remodeling Roanoke, 1907) 

1928 PLAN: GROWING CITY OF BUSINESS 
AND INDUSTRY 
By 1928, Roanoke's citizens and City Hall 
recognized the need for a new plan to direct 
development in the growing city Key results 
of the 1928 comprehensive plan can be 
seen throughout Roanoke today Road and 
park systems were developed. Schools were 
located. The sites for Victory Stadium, the 
city's first airport, and the present municipal 
buildings were chosen. The plan included 
the city's first zoning ordinance which con­
trolled how land in the city could be used. 

"The plan of 1928 bas been prepared/or a still greater 
Roanoke, for a city of splendid appearance as well as 
a strong industrial and commercial center. It con­
templates the growth of the city and region for a gen­
eration ahead; for the meeting of the modern trends 
in transportation;for the best use of lands; the preser-
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