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Open Letter On Park & Shop Dev. 
Uonorpble James E. Nathanson 
Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania A venue, N. W. 
Washington, D:c. 20004 

Dear Councilman Nathanson: 

On Saturday, January 16th, I was 
at the "Town Meeting" at the Cleve­

i;:! c, N land Park Libnuy relating to Con­
:!: 1l; 0 necticut Avenue zoning and to the 
W "' 2 PUD mixed use proposai for the de-
::j ~ 2 teri()(ating Park and Shop at 3501 
:z • i::, Connecticut A venue. 
l" / I regret that your schedule on that 

~ 
g occasion did not pennit you to re­

. I ~ main f9r much of the discussion from 

I
n,,.· :S:: the floor. It centered on the Mee. ting - ) :iii: Announcement Flyer, has bad been 
\1, en distributed to my home and through-

/ r h 0J (I) out Cleveland Park. 
\J ~, ~ 0 That CPHS Announcement, fea-

J I z · tured a drawing pul])Orting to be a 
' ' · sketch of the developer's proposal as 

published in the Washington Busi­
ness Journal on December 14, 1987, 

When question was raised from 
the floor as to the a~curacy of pro­
posal shc;,wn in the Announcement, 
ANC. 3C Chair Robbins stated she 
had prepared the sketch and that it 
accurately depicted the architect's 
(David Childs') rendering as ii bad 
appeared in the December 14th issue 
of the W.B. Journal. 

Thereupon the questioner unfurled 
in front of the Meeting an enlarged 
photocopy of the Journal article in 
question. The .comparisOn made 
clear to me and to all who could see 

that the CPHS Town Meeting Flyer 
was calcuJated to misi,iform the resi­
dents as to the scale, the design, the 
set-back, the landscaping, etc. of the 
proposal set out in the W.B. Jourruil 
and in the rendering of noted 
architect David Childs of Skidmore, 
Owings and Merrill. The Flyer•s 
statement that the building depicted 
is to.be "block "block long" is false! 
The Ambassador Liquor Store and 
the Exxon Station will remain in 
place in the block betw'e"n Porter and 
Ordway Streets. 

As a member of the Historic Re­
view Board, I know you will want to 
keep an open mind on the design of 
this PUD. 

I encourage yoli to make your own 
comparison of the Flyer with the 
properties to remain and also with 
architect David Childs' rendering­
as presented in the W.B. Journal. I 
hope you will then counsel the a[!thor 
of the flyer and CPHS to correct the 
flyer's message that David Child's 
architectural· proposal is massive, 
crude and offensive. 

Once given the-facts in fair presen,-­
tation, the residents of Cleveland 
Park. as well as owners of properties 
and businesses, will weigh them 
well, and will respond intelligently in 
the best interests of a great neighbor­
hood in our Capital City. 

Your attention to these matters is 
appreciated. 

Respectfully yours, 
Mary Elleti Grogan 

Ms. Grogan served as Zoning Chairman for the Conn. 
Ave. Cit. Assac.; Demo chair for Precinct 27; boara 

member at Alice Deal & Woodrow Wilson H & S Assoc.; 
member Wilson Pool const. cof7'm/ttee; a founding 
member of.the Fr/ends of the Nat 'I Zoo; resident 

in Clev .. Pk since 1.927 

NATHANSON REPORTS 

THE UPTOWN .CITIZEN 

Provisions for proposed project at 
3501 Connecticut Avenue, the Park 
and Shop site, include: 
• Neighborhood•oreinted retail 

shops With no theaters,-no hotels 
and no restaurants. Respons~ve to 
the needs of the neighborhood. 

• 254 underground parking spaces, 
including public parking. Un­
derground loading docks accessed 
from alley. 

• Design sensitive to neighboring 
buildings on Connecticut A venue. 
Commercial/retail, ~epresenting 
75 percent of the building foot­
print, is under 50 feet :in height: 
Residential tower is designed to be 

1n proporition to its Connecticut 
Avenue residential neighbors and 
ICJ)1CSOIIIS 24 percent of the build­
ing footprint. 

• 4000 square feet of well-designed 
landscaping, providing. easy, 
well-lighted flow around the 
METRO stop-and including a 
neij!hborl!ood information kiosk. 
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• A 1000 square-foot orea in the ·'<Olm ro • 

On the development front, the 
Zoning Commission, is holding a 
series of bearings on the rezoning of 
Connecticut Avenue to achieve zon­
ing consistent with· the Com­
prehensive Plan. 

l=j~o~;!.,,~~uil=-17. ··arw· N•· · M. ·E·.E· -r·-,.,,,N.'G,.--· Legislatioo Passed: , • 20 percent of housing available to , · 
• The Emergency Frigid Tempera-, low and mode~'income elderly · 

Similar bearings are scheduled to 
begln .April 25th for the Cleveland 
Park section of Wisconsin A venue. 
For more information on these hear­
ings; call my office at 724-8021. 

Although mediation sessions be­
tween TACPEC and the 'developers, 
at 4000 and 4100 Wisconsin A venue 
were. unsuccessful, I_ want to thank 
Council Chair David Clarke for con­
vening these sessions as an effort 
towards damage control. I continue 
to support without reservation com­
munity efforts to secure court 
affirmation for the intent and applica­
tion of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Legislation introduced: 
To strengthen the parking pro­

gram's goals of giving residents 
priority use of their neighborl!ood 
parking and make it easier for resi­
dents to accommodate both social 
and service visitors, I have in­
trodllced the Residential Vi$itor 
parking Permit Amendment (Bill 7-
406) which will Jl!low: 
• Each household one permanent, 

$10, yearly renewable parking 
.pass to be used by their visitors to 
park within the household's 
square block or block immediately 
adjacent; 

e commercial and .service vehicles, 
displaying the address of the 
households at which they are 

•working, to park withotit visitor 
pennits; and 

" public schools, with off-stree't 
parking for Jess, than half their 
staff, up to ten visitor permits for 
faculty members, 

ture Protection Act, (permanent people and others. . ~: s.tm:UJ" atte~ • .u.H. ~ •t 2 ,.. 

legislatiOD is under Council COD~ cimtact wt,anz Clffii.ad Part Lf.br.,iyAud, ; 

sideration) requiring1he mayor to Patricia L. Daniels .1ave o..r Sal'orur1ta~~:";!!.,:'"'a!~1ii"" r!:!t-~4e.;!:,:t!·PI::'"' :':= !11e 
open .public building space for the Urban Group quality o1. ol!l' aelgbb!lrbao11, -1 - p1._ ce. fiaht kck. 

homelss people when the tempera- ,,.,r mni fnfo. conuet C'leveland P!irk t111.Hli:1ea1 SOc:let-,_. £IOIC'. Dir, Kath1•9A lloodj 1111i~1276. 

ture drops below twenty-five de-l-------------------------------------grees; 

· • The Protection for Foreign Offi­
cials, Official Guests and In­
ternationally Protected ·Persona 
Amendment (Bill 7-59), which I 
cosponsored, would ·repeal the 
present D.C. C.ode provision es­
tablishing a "500 foot rule" for 
demonstrations against diplomatic 
facilities, but this repeal is con­
tjngent upon congressional action 
to include the · District under the 
current federal law which man­
dates a I 00 foot limitation for de­
monstrations everywhere else in 
the United States; -

• The Senior Citizens' Home Repair 
and Improvement Program Fund 
(Bill7-167), which I cosponsored, 
establishing a revolving fund to 
provide loans up to $5,000 to low 
income seniors to assist with home 
repairs and improvements, with 
language added to include moderate 
income homeowners in the pro- -
gram; 

• 'J'!)e Commercial Bicycle Oper­
ators Training and Licensing Act 
(Bill 7-289), whichlcosponsored; 

• The Regulation of Smoking Con­
sumer Protection Act (Bill 7-2)8), 
in a consid rably weaker version 
than I origi tally cosponSQred, re­
quires nons..nolcing sections in res­
taurants of more than fifty seats; 

• The Neighborhood Municipal 
Off-Street Parking Facilities 
Amendment (Bill 7-288), creates 
a-citizens advisory task force and 

requires the mayor within a specif­
ic tinie period, to establish a 
specific number of neighhorl!ood 
off-street padting spaces ,in resi­
dential zones where housing dcies 
not currently exist. The bill was 
amended to include downtown 
commercial areas. 

Legislation returned to committee: 
• The Comprehensive Anti-Dnmk 

Driving Act (Bill 7-88), ·which I 
cosponsored, strengthens the 
penalties for driving while in­
toxicated or under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs or while impaired 
by alcohol by .increasing the fee 
for restoration or reinstatement of 
a .motor vehicle operator permit, 
establishing mandatory minimum 
fines, and. increasing the period of 
operator permit revocation~. 
The bill also permits sentencing 

drunk dri.vers to community service 
in lieu· of incarceration and allows 
use of the Victims of Violent Crimes 
Compensation Fund, as a secondary 
source of compensation for persons 
injured by drunk drivers. It was sent 
back for consideration of strengthen­
ing police authority to arrest drivers 
suspected of being intoxicated and to 
impound their vehicles. 

Appointments: 
Hugh, Allen .whom I nominated, 

and Charito Krnvant, Carol Knowl­
ton, and Valerie Lemmie to the En­
terprise Zone Stady Commission; 

Steve Diner and Pat Elwood 
(reappointment)iotheU.D.C. Board 
of Trustees nominating committee; 

Marion 0. Greene, Sarah E. 
Melendez, Ivan Selin, Morton Bahr, 
Bcyon Grayson, and John V. Pollock 
to the Board of Dkectors of the 
Edncation in Partneiship with Tech­
nology Corporation; 

Matthew S. Watson an alternate to 
the Board of Directors of the 
W.M.A.T.A. , 

Genealogical Society 
The National Genealogical Soci­

ety will meet on Saturday, 6 Febru­
ary 1988, at 2:30 p.m. in the Fifth, 
Jiloor Theater of the National Arc­
hives; 8th and Pennsylvania A venue. 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 

Bruce D. Thompson, C.A.I.L.S., 
a genealogist with the Bureau of In­
dian Affairs, wiH speak on"Indian 
Tribal Claims." 

Claims brought by Indian tribes 
against the United Staes for various 
reasons and the resulting judgment 
awards can provide a wealth o( mate­
rial for the genealogist tracjng Native 
American Indian lineages .. Also, de­
pending upon how the judgments in 
successful cases · were awarded, the 
resulting applicationS- for payment 
may provide· useful dues for 1:100-

lndian ·lineages. 
The meeting is open to the public 

free of charge. 

Hospice Has 

New Development 

Coordinator 

Hospice Care of the District of 
Columbia is pleased to announce 
Mrs. Kelley Proxmire bas joined 
their staff as Development Coordina- · 
tor. Mrs. Proxmire was on the Board 
of Directors of Hospice Care for two 
years prior to this appointment and 
was instrumental in organizing the 
junior supporters of Hospice Care by 
chairing three successful events 
benefiting this program for terminal­
ly ill people. Her professional back­
ground is as membership director and 
special events coordinator for the 
Pisces Club and Four Seasons Hotel. 
Mrs. Proxmire's commitment to 
comunity organizations is evidenced 
by her participation on numerous 
fund-raising committees, such as the 
Washington Antiques Junior Dance, 
Bravo (Washington Opera), the 
Traveler's Aid Society, Second 
Genesis, and the Washington Epis­

. copal School. Hospice Care of the 
District of Columbia has provided 
comprehensive and compassionate­
care to over 500 terminally-ill resi­
dents of the District since its beginn­
ing in 1979. 
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