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Some people who received this message don't often get email from pstern@sterngroup.biz. Learn why this is important

Dear Zoning Commission,

| am writing to you about the proposal to create the Cleveland Park Neighborhood Mixed Use
Zone (Case No. 25-09). As a resident of Cleveland Park, | believe it is essential that the
neighborhood'’s historic buildings are protected. | also believe that there can be growth in
historic districts and that historic districts, like all District neighborhoods, must contribute to
affordable housing so that our community can become more diverse racially and economically.

That said, the rezoning proposal for Cleveland Park filed by the Office of Planning with the DC
Zoning Commission presents an unprecedented increase in density for the commercial area
that is part of the historic district. As proposed, we could see building heights of 7 stories or
more, with penthouses added on top.

As the Zoning Commission considers the OP proposal, | urge you to consider how the extreme
change could leave our historic buildings as little more than the foundation for new construction.
In addition to density, it is also important to consider that the OP proposal does not include
setbacks and stepdowns to shape and soften the appearance of large new structures atop
modest contributing buildings. And | also suggest you consider infrastructure needs: how will
these buildings, and Cleveland Park in general, deal with sewage, electricity, and parking?
These considerations should not be left to the discretion of developers and builders.

Sincerely,

Paula Stern
3314 Ross Place, NW
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