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Dear Chairman Anthony Hood,

Let’s make DC into a leader for allowing info development that can increase the tax base and bring down the cost of
housing. Our city has excellent, transportation, infrastructure, and it makes sense to modernize our zoning regulations to
allow Small homes on alley lots, granny cottages, tiny house and other similar accessory dwelling units.

I’'ve noticed that the rare alley houses that go up for rent get intense interest to due to the novelty of someone being
able to rent their own freestanding private house.

As a DCresident, | wish to express my overall support for the proposed changes to the zoning regulations for alley lots.
These changes will make it easier to build homes on alley lots to help address our city’s housing needs. Easing
restrictions on alley lots offers an innovative way to find underutilized space that can be turned into hundreds of new
homes.

Importantly, the proposed changes will help make new homes on alley lots easier to build by providing needed flexibility
through a Special Exception process for creating new alley lots and allow for modest height increases determined by the
Board of Zoning Adjustments.

The proposed amendments, however, could be improved. Most significantly, | ask that you remove vehicle parking
requirements from these typically small lots, where the trade off is between a home for people or storage for a car.
Retaining existing parking requirements perpetuates a major barrier to finding space for new homes.

The proposed changes keep overly restrictive minimum lot area subdivision standards, and impose excessive restrictions
on lots in the R-1 and R-2 zones. Also, the expanded pervious surface requirement is counterproductive to increasing
efficient use of small lots. These proposed rules should be reconsidered to make it easier to build new homes.

Overall, many of the proposed changes to alley lot regulations support the potential for hundreds of more homes in
unique sites across the city. Revised new zoning regulations will benefit individual households seeking a place to live and
put underutilized space to work. Encouraging more alley lot homes helps meet our housing and affordable housing
needs.

| ask you to support and improve these zoning regulations for alley lots.

Thank you from this 17-year Washingtonian and parent!
ZONING COMMISSION
1 District of Columbia
CASE NO. 25-06
EXHIBIT NO. 204



Sincerely,
Mr. Walter Tersch
415 5th St SE Washington, DC 20003-2052 waltertersch@gmail.com



