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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Anthony J. Hood, Chairperson 
  Zoning Commission 
 

Aaron Zimmerman 
  DDOT Planning and Sustainability Division 
 
FROM:  Matthew Lehtonen 
  DDOT Urban Forestry Division, Ward Arborist 
 

Sharon Dendy 
  DDOT Urban Forestry Division, Landscape Architect 
 
DATE:  December 17, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: 1200 5th Street NW PUD (Z.C Case No. 19-16: MCF WALP Phase I, LLC) 
 
 

The District Department of Transportation Urban Forestry Division (DDOT-UFD) has the following 

comments for the above referenced project. Please feel free to contact Matt Lehtonen, DDOT Urban 

Forestry Ward Arborist at matthew.lehtonen@dc.gov and Sharon Dendy, DDOT Urban Forestry  

Landscape Architect at sharon.dendy@dc.gov should there be any further questions. 

 

Street Trees 

On June 11, 2019, the DDOT Ward Arborist met on-site with the Developer’s representative and 

Studio39 Landscape Architects to assess the existing street trees on 5th Street, N Street, 6th Street and M 

Street NW.  The current inventory shows a total of 29 street trees, ranging from 2” diameter to 41.4” 

diameter in size, adjacent to the parcel of land to be redeveloped and the breakdown of street trees is 

as follows – 
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DDOT Street Trees   

 N Street NW – 3 street trees 

 6th Street NW – 11 street trees  

 M Street NW – 4 street trees 

 5th Street NW – 11 street trees  

During this meeting, all parties hoped to retain the healthy street trees around the property (refer to 

site notes from the tree walk). However, the proposed layout shows stair/building projections on all 4 

blocks and 2 curb cuts for loading and underground parking which will have a cumulative effect on the 

existing large street trees. As a result, UFD recommends the Developer schedule a walk through to 

determine a path forward to preservation. Applicant shall contact DDOT Arborists Matt Lehtonen 

(matthew.lehtonen@dc.gov) and Dan Just (daniel.just@dc.gov) to schedule a 2nd site visit to 

confirm/finalize which street trees are to be removed and which street trees are to be preserved. 

 

 

 
Figure 1: View at corner of 5th and M Streets NW looking north – includes 41.4” diameter Scarlet Oak 
 
Tree Preservation 

Street trees to be preserved shall require a Tree Preservation Plan (TPP) developed by an International 

Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist - https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist. The 

Tree Preservation Plan shall include, but not be limited to the following: 

• The Tree Preservation Plan shall incorporate ISA Best Management Practices. 
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• A site plan showing the CRZ (critical root zone) and Structural Root Zone (SRZ) of each street 

tree to be preserved, tree protection fencing to scale, and any other relevant preservation 

measures.  

• Checklist highlighting major construction components within the CRZ/SRZ of each street tree to 

be preserved; i.e. pre-construction meeting, installation of tree protection fencing, root pruning, 

etc. 

• Post construction management (treatments, recommendations including remedial and 

maintenance) 

• Written agreement from Developer and Project Arborist to preserve these street trees from the 

start of construction to 3 years after construction 

 

Tree Removal Mitigation 

Existing street trees to be removed shall require a Construction permit application to be submitted and 

reviewed by the Ward Arborist. And if approved, compensation shall be provided for the loss of the 

DDOT asset(s). Please see the current schedule below for Tree permit type and fee/planting criteria 

which is based on the size and health of the tree; measurements are taken at 4.5 feet above the ground 

(diameter at breast height).  

• Non-Hazardous Street Trees – apply for a Construction/Excavation Permit: Landscaping Tree 

Removal; compensation shall be through payment at $200 per inch diameter 

• Hazardous Street Trees – apply for a Construction/Excavation Permit: Landscaping Tree 

Replacement; compensation shall be through 1:1 replacement (i.e. the planting of a street tree 

for the removal of a street tree). 

 

Tree Planting 

New street tree plantings are required as part of the public space restoration process which helps to 

manage stormwater runoff as well as contributes to the District’s 2032 Urban Tree Canopy goal. District 

standards and specifications to include, but not be limited: 2017 DDOT Design and Engineering Manual 

(Chapter 37), 2015 DDOT Standard Drawings (Drawings No. 608.02, 608.03, 608.08 and 608.09), 2014 

DDOT Green Infrastructure Standards, 2013 DDOT Standard Specifications for Highways and Structures 

(Section 608), and 2013 DDOE Stormwater Management Guidebook shall be used to design the 
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placement of new planting areas around the site. Minimum soil volumes are required per tree – see The 

DDOT Green Infrastructure Standards - http://ddot.dc.gov/GreenInfrastructure. Methods and 

techniques such as structural cells, structural soils, or other modified construction techniques can be 

used within the planting space and underneath the sidewalk to achieve the required. 

 

Special/Heritage Trees 

Special trees are defined as trees between 44” and 100” circumference located on private property and 

in the public parking dimension and Heritage Trees are defined as trees 100” circumference and greater 

located on private property and in the public parking dimension. Special trees and hazardous Heritage 

trees can be removed with a permit as per the Tree Canopy Protection Amendment Act of 2016; 

however, the Amendment Act prohibits cutting down non-hazardous Heritage Trees and requires either 

preservation on-site or relocation.  

 

During the June 11, 2019 site visit, the DDOT Ward Arborist noted that almost all the interior trees are 

healthy/non-hazardous Special trees that will require compensation as per District Law – see Figure 2. 

Therefore the Developer shall apply for a Special Tree permit so that the DDOT Ward Arborist can enter 

the site to confirm tree sizes and assess their condition.  

 

 
Figure 2: Interior trees looking south from N Street NW 
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