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D1stnct of Columbia Zomng Comm1ss1on 
Case No 15-17 (Text Amendment- Child Development Homes) 
441 4th St NW, Swte 220 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE Statement of Support 

To Whom It May Concern 

Nyla Beth & Paul Gawel 
4508 New Hampshire Ave, NW 

Washmgton, DC 20011 
October 23, 2015 

202-412-5201 
nylabethandpaul@gmall com 

I, Nyla Beth Gawel, am wntlng m support of the text amendment to allow Expanded Child Development 
Homes for up to 12 children I am a parent nvmg 1n Ward 4 My child attends Estrellltas ("Estrellltas") Child 
Development Center and has for two years Estrellltas Includes two locations m wh1ch the children m1grate 
from the home facility mto the classrooms of a nearby school fac1llty Th1s structure 1s perfect for the needs 
of Infants that evolve as the children grow 

Wrth our second ch1ld due m Decen;Jber, we are acutely remmded of the need for home daycare fac1llbes to 
have the ab1llty to accommodate more children than the regulations currently allow There are three 
pnmary reason why we support th1s amendment to ra1se the capacity to 12 children m home fac1lrt1es 
(1) There ae scarce daycare resources available 1n DC We are hopeful that our second ch1ld Will benefit 

from Estrellltas like h1slher older sibling However, the mfant capaCity is at 1ts max- makmg 1t unlikely 
that our second child Will be able to attend Th1s creates a s1gmficant hardship for us to have to 
Identify another ch1ldcare faclfrty We are currently on three other wa1tllsts, but have been told that the 
odds of us rece1vmg a space before I need to return to work post-maternrty leave are sllrn to none 

(2) HaVIng to have our children attend separate daycares Will create an economic hardship Two 
separate programs Will double our current chlfdcare costs On the other hand, if we could send our 
children to the same program, we would benefit from the consolidated cost d1scount that daycares 
offer for s1bllngs who attend together 

(3) Concerns over the quality of care (e g , too many k1ds m a specific space) or 1mpact on neighborhoods 
are unfounded There 1s little difference m the space of home daycare facilities and those that rent 
other spaces across all that we have toured Moreover, the teacher to child rat1o 1s consistent across 
these faclfrt1es Other ISSues I've heard ra1sed as concerns such as excess1ve park1ng m residential 
neighborhoods are also unsubstantiated Parents do not park at daycares all day, so they would not 
be takmg spots away from residents 

Th1s change to mcrease the number of children m home settings to 12 Will truly ass1st our family and those 
hke us that need to consider logistics, cost, and the quality of care we seek for all our children to have 

( 
Thank you for your cons1derat1on of our support for th1s Text Amendment to Case 15-17 
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