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I, Ca 1e L Thornhill, am wntmg on behalf of DC' s Early Learmng Collaborative Board of D1rectors 
The DC Early Learnmg Collaborative IS an alhance of over 100 education professionals, 
orgamzat1ons, and coalitions workmg together to advocate for 1mproved pubhc policy, public 
investment, and cross-sector serv1ce delivery capac1ty. The overarchmg goal 1s to help produce 
and sustain a seamless contmuum of high-quality programs and serv1ces that result m pos1t1ve 
outcomes for all of the c1ty's young ch1ldren and their fam1hes 

We support th1s text amendment for Ch1ld Development Homes because of the pos1t1ve 1m pact 
they Will have on young children and the1r families m DC. Ch1ld Development Homes are an 
Important piece of the early learning network m DC- they offer child care opt1ons m res1dent1al 
commumt1es, and the1r status as the pnmary res1dence of the prov1der facilitates a warm, 
comfortmg home-hke environment, wh1ch promotes a smooth trans1t1on for infants entermg care 
for the first t1me Each child enrolling m a Ch1ld Development Home can be assured a pnmary 
prov1der as well as contmUity-of-care, meaning that from the time the ch1ld enrolls until they 
depart from the fac1hty, they will be under the care of the same prov1der These components 
ensure the secure attachment and bonding that 1s essent1al to quality mfant and toddler care By 
expand1ng the number of children that Child Development Home providers can enroll m the1r 
programs, 1t allows more fam1hes to have the option of enrolhng their children m Ch1ld 
Development Homes It wdl also mcrease the probability that parents can put the1r children m 
the same child care fac1llty 

We know there 1s an urgent need for more hcensed Ch1ld Development Homes and Centers m 
order to meet the child care needs of DC fam1hes Accordmg to DC Act1on for Children, 
"although DC prov1des umversal pre-K to three- and four-year olds, access to early learmng 
opportumt1es and child care for mfants and toddlers remams a substantial obstacle for our c1ty 
Currently, there are approximately 26,000 ch1ldren under age three m the D1stnct of Columbia. 
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need tor zero to three-ye.ldsl And we know that care and educ.durmg a child's early 
years are cruc1al, smce th st five years of a child's hfe are more~ t1ve than at any other 
stage, creatmg e1ther a sturdy or a frag1le foundation Seventy-five percent of bram growth and 
85% of mtellectual, personality, and soc1al sk1lls develop before age S~(W1IIs, 1993 and Purfes, 
1988). To make the most of these early years, ch1ldren need cons1stent and nurtunng care, safe 
and stimulating environments, nutnt1ous food and attentton to the1r phys1cal needs, and 
opportumt1es to engage m pos1t1ve mteract1ons with adults and other ch1ldren Expandmg Ch1ld 
Development Home's capac1ty to care for mfants and toddlers Will help DC move closer to 
prov1dmg the care needed for our famihes 

For all of these reasons, I am m strong support of th1s text amendment If you have any 
quest1ons, please let me know 

ne l. rnh1ll, Pres1dent 
DC Early Learnmg Collaborative 


