
 
 

May 11, 2016 
 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Anthony Hood, Chairman 
D.C. Zoning Commission 
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001 
 

Re: Zoning Commission Case No. 15-15 – Consolidated Planned Unit 
Development and Zoning Map Amendment for 1611-1625 Eckington Place, 
NE (Lot 805, also known as Lots 2001-2004, Square 3576) and 1500 Harry 
Thomas Way, NE (Lot 814, Square 3576) (the “Property”) – Letter of 
Support for Project  

 
 
Dear Chairman Hood and Members of the Zoning Commission:  

We are writing to submit a letter in support of the application for a consolidated planned 
unit development and a Zoning Map amendment in the above-captioned case by JBG/Boundary 
1500 Harry Thomas Way, L.L.C. and JBG/Boundary Eckington Place, L.L.C. (the “Applicant”).   

 
The Applicant’s application would rezone the Property from C-M-1 to CR while allowing 

for a more flexible design approach.  The rezoning and PUD would allow for the construction of 
residential to go alongside active, innovative retail and commercial uses on a site that has long 
been underutilized.     

 
As nearby residents, we commend the Applicant on its outreach to the community.  The 

Applicant has been proactive in its communications with neighbors, has been meeting with the 
adjacent home owners and residents.  Perhaps most importantly, the Applicant has integrated 
community and neighbor feedback into its proposal.     

 
The proposed project fits with the neighborhood and is right sized for this location. The 

project sensitively designs the proposal’s height and massing to fit within the pattern of 
development within the neighborhood while simultaneously integrating aesthetic elements from 
its surroundings.  The project locates its primary height at its northeast corner, where a 102 foot 
building is located adjacent to the CubeSmart building.  The Project’s remaining three buildings 
are proposed for a height of 75 feet, 15 feet below the matter of right height in the underlying 
zone.  Such heights are conducive for assimilating the project into the existing neighborhood 
while delivering a suitable amount of residential space at a transit oriented site.  The result is that 
the proposal is a sensitively designed urban infill project.   

 
Further, the design itself caters to the wishes of the surrounding community and furthers 
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through.  Such accessway allows the project to break down both the size of the block and the 
massing of the buildings themselves, while adding another option for pedestrians to reach their 
intended destination.   

 
The project will provide many additional benefits to our community and the District of 

Columbia.  Further, it will bring a significant degree of affordable units to the neighborhood, in 
an area where there are currently no residents and, in fact, residential is not even allowed.   
 

Accordingly, we support the Applicant’s application for PUD and Zoning Map 
amendment approval and the project.   

 
Thank you for your consideration of our letter. 
 
     Sincerely yours, 

Amy & Jay Hariani 

60 Randolph Place NW 

Washington D.C., 20001 

jhariani@gmail.com 


