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July 28, 2016 
 
 
The Honorable Anthony J. Hood 
Chairman, Zoning Commission 
D.C. Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, N.W., Suite 200S 
Washington, D.C.  20001 
 

Dear Chairman Hood: 

On July 25, 2016, the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) requested that the 

Zoning Commission reopen the record for Zoning Commission Case No. 15-15 relating to a proposed 

Planned Unit Development (PUD) by The JBG/Boundary 1500 Harry Thomas Way, L.L.C. and 

JBG/Boundary Eckington Place, L.L.C. (collectively Applicant) to be located at 1500 Harry Thomas Way, 

N.E.  The Applicant requested a complete waiver from Inclusionary Zoning (IZ) requirements in exchange 

for dedicating eight percent (8%) of gross residential square footage to households up to sixty percent 

(60%) of Area Median Income (AMI).  The Zoning Commission responded to DHCD’s request by deferring 

final approval of the PUD until Thursday, July 28th. 

DHCD strongly agrees with and supports Zoning Commission efforts to ensure that Planned Unit 

Developments provide additional affordable housing, at levels of affordability greater than that required 

by the regulations, which, in this case, would be 8% of gross square footage for households up to 80% 

AMI.  Even before the IZ program, the Zoning Commission was instrumental in gaining critically needed 

affordable housing units as part of new PUD developments to serve District residents.  DHCD also 

understands that this is a “proffer” – the Commission cannot unilaterally mandate an affordable housing 

proffer from the applicant, but must balance the proffer against the extensive extra density gained 

through the PUD.   

DHCD continues to recommend that the applicant has not yet achieved this balance given its current 

affordable housing proffer.  DHCD encourages the Commission to continue to accept a proffer that is 

consistent with DC law and practice, which can most efficiently be administered and made part of the 

nationally recognized IZ program, by accepting units, as normally proffered through PUDs, at 50% AMI 

and /or a significantly greater number of units at 80% AMI.  To this end, DHCD approached the 

Applicant’s counsel and offered to discuss modifications to the affordability level by increasing the 

number of 50% of AMI units in the PUD, however the Applicant declined to negotiate.   

 










