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Re Z.C. Case No. 15-06- Prehearing Statement 
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Campus Plan Approval 
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On behalf of the Trustees for Harvard University, we hereby submit one original and 20 
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2015 
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BEFORE THE ZONING COMMISSION 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Z.C. Case No. 15-06 
Application of Trustees for Harvard University 

Renewal of Approved Campus Plan 
Center for Hellenic Studies 

3100 Whitehaven Street, N.W. 

STATEMENT OF THE APPLICANT 

I. 
NATURE OF RELIEF SOUGHT 

The Trustees for Harvard Uruvers1ty (the "Trustees" or the "Applicant"), the owner of 

property located at 3100 Whitehaven Street, N W (Square 2155, Lot 802) (the "Site"), submit 

this statement to the Zoning CommiSSion, pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 210, 3104, and 3035, m 

support of their application for the renewal of an existing campus plan and a special except1on to 

perm1t uruvers1ty use m the D/R-1-A Distnct at the Site 

II. 
INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 

A. Background 

The S1te has served as the campus for Harvard Umvers1ty's Center for Hellemc Stud1es 

(the "Center") smce 1963 The Center serves as an educational mstitution m the field ofHellemc 

Greek studies, emphas1zmg the humanistiC tr~d1t10n though 1ts extensive hbrary holdmgs, by 

hostmg colloqma and research fellows m the field, and by p1oneering digital teaching 

technologies The Center cons1sts of a relatively small six-acre campus tucked mto the hillside 

to the north ofDumbarton Oaks Park in northwest Washington, DC. The campus 1s accessed 

from Whitehaven Street, NW, which 1s a short, dead-end street runnmg northwest from 

Massachusetts Avenue, NW, and termmatmgJust below Observatory Cucle The Site abuts the 



Embassy and Chancery of the Kingdom of Denmark to the west and the Chancery of the 

Republic of Italy to the east 

The Center is located m the D/R-1-A Distnct, m which university use requires special 

exception review by the Zonmg Comnuss10n pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 210 and 3104 

B. Prior Campus Plan Approvals 

The Site was first approved for umversity use by the Board of Zorung AdJustment 

("BZA" or the "Board") m 1961 (BZA Appeal No 6430) The BZA subsequently approved a 

number of applicatiOns mvolvmg modificatiOns and further processmgs to the approved campus 

plan m support of certrun small-scale Improvements and additions (see BZA Orders Nos 14659, 

15780, and 16213) Most recently, the Zorung Commission approved an application for special 

exception approval ofthe campus plan for a penod often years, or until March 16, 2015 (see 

Z C. Order No 04-32, dated February 10, 2005, and effective on March 16, 2005). 

C. Summary of Proposed Campus Plan Renewal 

Through the present application, the Trustees request approval of the Center for Helleruc 

Studies Campus Plan, 2015-2025, mcluded m the case record at Exhibit 7 and supplemented by 

the revised sheets attached hereto as Exhibit A (together the "Campus Plan") The Campus Plan 

mcludes site and planrung documents and an overview of the Trustees' mtentions for the campus 

over the course of the next decade As mdicated m the Campus Plan, the Apphcant has no active 

plans for expansion of the campus but rather mtends to make the followmg mmor design changes 

to certam of the existmg bmldings and landscape elements of the Site, namely (I) construct a 

7,500 square foot addition on the south side of the AdmimstratiOn!Library Bmldmg to 
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accommodate new collections and growth to existing collections (mcluded m approved 2005-

2015 campus plan, ( n) construct a new 20 x 40 structure mto the side of the hill below the 

entrance dnve to the Director's Residence for additional storage (new storage facihty included m 

approved 2005-2015 campus plan), mcluding relocation of three parkmg spaces; (m) construct 

modest at-grade hardscape terraces or one-story screened-in porches at the back of the 

Conference Center and each of Houses B through F flanking the entry dnve; and (iv) construct a 

new pedestrian gate and flankmg wall and related hardscape Improvements 

All upgrades are well wtthm the density hmits for the campus as a whole and are 

discussed m more detail on page 12 of the Campus Plan 

As mdicated m the replacement sheets to the Campus Plan attached as Exhibit A, the 

Apphcant has made the followtng mmor refinements to the Campus Plan site plans that were 

submitted as part of the apphcat10n package on March 16, 2015 (Exhibit 7 to the record) 

1 Figure 1 -Existing Facilities plan· 

a. Added view indicators for each photograph provided at Exhibit B, 

b Identified the newly-mstalled vehicular gate and trash enclosure located at the 

northwest portion of the Site, 

2 Figure 3 -Existing Pedestrian Network plan: 

a. Identified the newly-mstalled vehicular gate and trash enclosure located at the 

northwest portiOn of the Site, 

b Identified the locatiOn of the pedestrian gate located at the northeast portion of the 

Site; 

3 Figure 4 - Existing Vehicular CirculatiOn and Parkmg plan 

a Identified and provided detruled drawmgs of the new vehicular gate and trash 
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enclosure located at the northwest portiOn of the Site; 

b. Relocated one of the handicapped parking spaces to the accessible ramp leadmg 

to the lower level entrance of the admmistration bmldmg/hbrary, which IS near 

the elevator servmg the buddmg 

4 Figure 6 - Proposed Campus Plan plan. 

a Identified the newly-mstalled vehicular gate and trash enclosure located at the 

northwest portiOn of the Site, 

b Identified the location of pedestrian gate located at the northeast portion of the 

Site; 

The Applicant has also provided additional photographs showing the existmg conditions of the 

Site (Exhibit B) 

D. Community Support 

The Site IS located Withm the JUrisdiction of Advisory Neighborhood CommiSSion 

("ANC") 2E On May 4, 2015, at its duly noticed, regularly scheduled public meetmg at which a 

quorum was present, ANC 2E voted 8-0-0 to support the application. The ANC noted that the 

proposed Improvements to the Campus Plan occupy a small port10n of the Site, that the S1te 1s 

well screened by trees and other fohage, and that on-site act1v1ties generally mvolve academ1c 

pursUits by a relatively small number of people The ANC also noted that 1s 1s not aware of any 

obJectlOns to the ApplicatiOn The ANC's support letter 1s mcluded m the record at Exh1bit 15 
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III. 
JURISDICTION OF THE COMMISSION 

The Zomng CommissiOn has Jurisdiction pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 210 and3104 to 

approve as a special exception a campus plan for a university located m a residential district. 

Junsdiction over the review and approval ot campus plans was transferred to the Zomng 

CommiSSion from the BZA by Zoning Commission rulemaking in Order No 932, dated 

December 8, 2000 (Z C Case No 99-09) 

Uses that are permitted by special exception are presumed to be appropriate for the 

apphcable zoning distnct as long as certam conditiOns are satisfied. In considenng special 

exception applications, the Commission's discretion is limited to determming whether the 

relevant conditiOns and special exception cntena have been met If an applicant meets Its 
I 

burden, the Commission must ordmanly grant the applicatiOn Fzrst Baptzst Church of 

Washzngton v. Dzstrzct ofColumbza Board ofZoning Adjustment, 432 A.2d 965 (1981), Stewart 

v Dzstrzct ofColumbza Board ofZomng Adjustment, 305 A 2d 516,518 (1978) The District of 

Columbia Court of Appeals has made clear that mstltutional necessity is a factor to be considered 

m a campus plan application Draude v Distrzct ofCo/umbza Board ofZonzng Adjustment, 582 

A.2d 949, 955 (1990) 

IV. 
COMFLIANCE'WITH SECTION 3104 

Under 11 DCMR §§ 3035 and 3104 1, the Zomng Commission IS authonzed to grant the 

campus plan special exception where, m the Judgment of the Commission, It will be m harmony 

With the general purpose and mtent of the Zoning RegulatiOns and Maps and Will not tend to 

affect adversely the use of neighbonng property m accordance with the Regulations and Maps 
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The Center has been located m 1ts current location smce 1963 The umvers1ty use of the 

S1te 1s perm1tted through spec1al except10n, and the BZA and Zonmg Commission have found on 

numerous occasions that th1s use 1s m harmony With the purpose and mtent of the Zomng 

Regulations, and that the location and program of the campus IS not hkely to become 

obJectiOnable to adJommg or nearby property owners The Applicant IS not aware of any 

neighbor or commumty oppos1t1on to the contmued umvers1ty use of the Site 

v. 
COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 210 

The application fully complies in all respects with 11 DCMR § 210 The specific 

reqwrements of this section are addressed m detail below. 

A. Section 210.2. The umvers1ty use shall be located so as not hkely to become 
objectionable to neighborzng property because of noise, traffic, number of students, or 
other objectwnable condltions 

As the BZA and Zonmg Commission have previously determined, the facilities included 

in the Campus Plan are located so that they are not hkely to become objectionable to neighbonng 

property because of nmse, traffic, number of students, or other objectiOnable conditions. The 

Center IS largely hidden from pubhc VIew and IS accessible to vehicles only from Whitehaven 

Street, NW , which IS a qmet residential dead-end street accessible only from Massachusetts 

Avenue, NW Moreover, the Center's only abuttmg neighbors are foreign miss10ns, with Italy to 

the east and Denmark to the west The Center enJoys good relat10ns with Its residential 

ne1ghbors along Whitehaven Street, NW Adequate parkmg Is provided throughout the campus 

to accommodate the admimstatration, staff and researchers at the Center as well as pen odic 

VISitOrs 
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Moreover, the campus use of the Stte represents an exceptionally low density and low 

mtensity of use. The existing building density on the Six-acre site IS approximately only 0 17 

FAR Furthermore, by virtue of the Center's uruque mission, tt generally attracts as 

students/fellows mid-career professors of classical studtes who reside at the Center during the 

academic year to conduct research, travel m support of the1r research, and teach. Approximately 

1 0 fellows are m residence dunng a typical semester 

B. Section 210.3. The maxzmum bulk requirements ofmdzvzdua/ buildings may be 
increased beyond what would otherwzse be permzssible, provzded that the total bulk of all 
buzldzngs and structures shall not exceed the gross floor area prescrzbedfor the R-5-B 
Dzstrzct, namely I 8 FAR 

The total bulk of all the bmldmgs and structures on the Site IS 0 17 FAR 

C. Section 210.4. The applzcant must submzt to the Commzssion a campus plannzng 
document, showzng the locatwn, hezght, and bulk, where appropriate, of all exzstzng and 
proposed improvements, znc/udmg~ (a) buzldzngs and parkzng and loadingfaci/itzes, (b) 
screenzng, szgns, streets and publzc utzllty faczlztzes, (c) athletzc and recreational 
faczlzties, and (d) a descrzptwn of activztzes conducted on the campus and capaczty of all 
present and proposed campus development 

The Trustees have provided the above-listed materials m the Campus Plan, mcluded with 

the present ApplicatiOn This document provides the Trustees' plan for development of the 

Campus as a whole for the upcommg decade and shows the locatiOn, height and bulk of existmg 

and proposed Improvements As detailed m the Campus Plan and descnbed herem, the Trustees 

antiCipate only very hmited Improvements over the course of the next ten years, most of which 

Improvements were approved by the Zomng Commission as part of the Campus Plan 2005-2015 

D. Section 210.5. Wzthzn a reasonable dzstance of the college or umverszty campus, and 
subject to complzance wzth the provzszons of §21 0 2, the Commzsswn may also permzt the 
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znterzm use of land or improved property w1th any use that the Commisszon may 
determzne IS a proper college or university function 

The Trustees are not proposmg any interim use of land or Improved property outside of 

the umversity campus area as part of this application 

E. Section 210.6. When a mCl.Jor new buzldzng that has been proposed zn a campus plan 1s 
Instead moved off-campus, the prev1ously designated s1te shall not be designated for or 
devoted to a different maJor new buildzng unt1l and unless the Zonzng Commission has 
approved an amendment to the campus plan applicable to the s1te; provzded, that for thzs 
purpose a maJor new buzldzng zs defined as one specifically identified in the campus plan 

The Trustees are not proposmg to move any maJor new or previously-approved buildmg 

off-campus as part of this applicatiOn 

F. Section 210.7. In revzewzng and dec1dzng a campus plan appl1catzon or new buzldzng 
constructzon pursuant to a campus plan, the Comm1ss1on shall consider, to the extent 
they are relevant, the polzcies of the D1str1ct Elements of the Comprehensive Plan. 

The Campus Plan IS consistent With the District's policies set forth m the Comprehensive 

Plan The Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map shows the Site located m the Low Density 

Residential land use category The Comprehensive Plan Generalized Policy Map shows the Site 

located in the Neighborhood Conservation Area category The Campus Plan IS consistent with 

these designations 

The Campus Plan IS also consistent with several of the Comprehensive Plan's Citywide 

elements, mcludmg Polley LU-2 3 5 Instztutzonal Uses, which recognizes the Importance of 

mstitutional uses to the economy, character, history, and future of the District of Columbia 

Consistent With thts pohcy, the Campus Plan IS designed to operate m a manner that IS sensitive 

to neighborhood uses and maintruns a high quality of life The Center also works proactively to 
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address Issues such as traffic and parkmg, hours of operation. outside use of facilities, and 

facility expansion. See 1 OA DCMR § 311 7 

The Campus Plan IS consistent With the District's more specific policies m support of 

InstitutiOnal uses, which make an Important contribution to the District's economy and are an 

mtegral part ofWashington's landscape and history lOA DCMR § 315 1-3. These policies 

encourage a contmued investment m high quahty architecture and design on local campuses, low 

Impact development, and the adaptive reuse and preservation of histone bmldmgs I OA DCMR 

§ 315 5. The Campus Plan is consistent With Policy LU-3 2 3 ·Non-Profits, Przvate Schools, and 

Servzce Orgamzatzons, which encourages mstitutional uses that occupy large sites Withm 

residential areas to be planned, designed, and managed m a way that mimmizes obJeCtiOnable 

Impacts on adJacent communities I OA DCMR § 315 8 The Campus Plan is also consistent 

With Polley EDU-3 3 1 Satellzte Campuses, which promotes the development of satellite 

campuses to accommodate umversity growth, reheve growth pressure on neighborhoods, spur 

economic development and revitalization m neighborhoods, and create additional lifelong 

Iearnmg opportunities for District residents (lOA DCMR § 1214 5), and follows the 

reqUirements set forth m Polley EDU-3 3 3 Campus Plan Requzrements, which mandates that 

campus plans are to be prepared by mstitutJ.ons, subject to District review and approval, that 

address issues rrused by the surroundmg communities. lOA DCMR § 1214 7 

Fmally, the Campus Plan IS consistent With the Near Northwest Area Element of the 

Comprehensive Plan, the area of the District in which the Site IS located The Near Northwest 

Area 1s located directly north and west of Central Washmgton and 1s known for its h1stonc 

architecture, well-established neighborhoods, and nationally recogmzed mstitutmns I OA 

DCMR § 2100 1-2 The Campus Plan IS consistent With thts area's plannmg and development 
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prionty of mamtammg the existmg quality and scale of development 1 OA DCMR § 2107 2( c). 

It IS also consistent wtth Policy NNW-111 Reszdential Nezghborhoods, which encourages the 

maintenance and enhancement of the histone, architecturally distinctive, mixed-density character 

of Near Northwest neighborhoods In this case, the Apphcant IS not proposing to make any 

sigmficant changes to the existmg development on the Site, and therefore the Campus will 

contmue to mtegrate well with the surrounding uses and character of the neighborhood. 

G. Section 210. 8. As an zntegral part of the applzcatzon requestzng approval of new 
buzldzng constructzon pursuant to a campus plan, the unzverszty shall certify and 
document that the proposed buzldzng or amendment zs wzthzn the floor area ratzo ilmzt for 
the campus as a whole, based upon the computatzon zncluded zn the most recently 
approved campus plan and the F ARs of any other buzldings constructed or demolzshed 
sznce the campus plan was adopted 

The Applicant IS not requestmg approval of any new constructiOn as part of this 

application that was not already approved by the Zomng Commission m the 2005-2015 campus 

plan As mdicated m the Campus Plan, the Applicant mtends to make certam mmor design 

changes to some of the existmg buildmgs and landscape elements on the Site The Applicant 

certifies that all potential upgrades wtll be wtthm the density limit for the campus as a whole 

H. Section 210.9. Before takzngfinal actzon on applzcatzonsfor use as a college or 
unzverszty, the Commzsszon shall submzt the applzcatzon to the D C Office of Planmng 
and the DC Department ofTransportatzonfor revzew and wrztten reports 

The apphcatwn has been referred to the Office of Plannmg and DDOT for thetr review 

and report We understand that these agencies Will be tssumg reports to the CommiSSIOn 
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VI. 
WITNESSES 

M Z01e Lafis, the Admm1strat1ve Director for the Center for Hellemc Studies, Will testify 

m support of the application (outline of testimony provided at Exhibit C) 

Richard Wtlhams, Pnncipal of Richard Wilhams Architects, Will testify as an expert m 

architecture in support of the apphcat10n (resume and testimony outhne provided at Exhibit D) 

VII. 
CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, the Trustees for Harvard University respectfully request 

that the CommiSSion approve the Campus Plan for Harvard Umversity's Center for Hellemc 

Studies 

Respectfully submitted, 

II 
#35697194_v2 


