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Anthony Hood 
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DC Zonrng Comm1sston 
4414th Street NW, Surte 200 South 
Washrngton, DC 20001 

Re Zonmg Case No 14-13 

Dear Chatrman Hood and the D C Zoning Commissron 

Thank you for the opportunrty to prov1de comment on the text amendments related to rooftop 
penthouses As you may recall, the Chapter was qurte interested rn the height of penthouses 
recommendmg m test1moryy and m subsequent addtttonal matenals that the height be ratsed tp 20 feet 
from rts current 18.5 feet 

We have rev1ewed the extens1ve changes mcluded rn the text amendment and are m general agreement 
wrth 95 percent to the proposed changes We offer the following comments that we believe will 
rmprove the final changes 

1. Keep It simple 

In several places there are alternatrve text optrons We would encourage adaptmg the alternattve that 
rs broader and allows more rnterpretatran For example m section 400 7 there are two verstons of what 
mrght occur wrthm a 20-foot penthouse the first JUst allows two stones of habrtable Q! mechamcal 
space and the second IS more proscr1pt1ve- one story of habrtable space and one story of mechamcal 
space It would seem that havmg the more proscriptive language would be a small mghtmare to enforce 
w1th little added value How would havmg more hab1table space harm the pubhc mterest? S1mdar 
proscnpttve language rs mcluded m Sectron 411, as well, and should be removed. 

2. Equal Height for enclosing walls fs not necessary 

Sectron 411mcludes several alternatives of mechamcal enclosures one enclosure with walls of equal 
height, all mechanrcal equrpment m one endosure except for emergency egress statrs, penthouse walls 
of equal height but the mechanrcal endosure can have second un1form he1ght OR delete the 
requirement that the walls be of equal hetght. We support the last alternattve As we sa1d tn our 
testrmony, enclosures of equal hetght can be unrehevedly monohth1c- part1cularly on larger butldmgs 
Deletmg the requirement would permtt better des1gned rooftops and a more pleasmg skyline 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these Important zonmg text changes 

Sincerely, 

Mary Fitch, AICP, Hon AlA 
Executive Dtrector 
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