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Re Zomng Case No 14-13 

Dear Chamnan Hood and the D C Zonmg CommisSIOn 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to non-low denstty reSJdentlal 
penthouse regulattons whtch address recent change1. m the Federal law govemmg butldmg he1ght m 
Washington allowmg 20-foot height We agree wtth OP's report that mcreasing the hetght of a penthouse 
to 20 feet for a multt-family restdentlal, commerctal, and indusmal butldings would provide additional 
design flextb11ity for new buildmgs, and would help to facthtate the placement of green roofs and other 
envtronmentaUy fnendly systems on penthouse~> for both new and extstmg buddtngs. 

We are also m favor ofehmmatmg the FAR requtrement and lettmg the one-to-one setback guide the stze 
of the penthouse We beheve th1s is adequate a:. there are other requtrements, such as GAR, which mtght 
ultimately reduce the stze of the penthouse further We have no objection to additional setbacks 
recommended from an htstonc structure. In addrtion, we have no objectiOn to the mtroducnon of 
mclusionary zonmg when warranted 

We strongly support allowmg ru. much flexibility as pos!.tble on tbe type of uses 'Wtthm a restdenual 
penthouse We do not beheve that spectal exceptions m thts case are really necessary Given the one-to 
one setback and other requirements these !.'Paces are not gomg to be all that btg Makmg tt avatlable by 
spec tal exception onl)' may be addmg a level of regulat10n that ts more than ts really needed. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments m support of increased penthouse he1ght 

Smcerely, 

Sean Nohelty, AIA 
Prestdent 
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