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As a 40+-year res1dent of my histone Cap1tol H1ll neighborhood and as a sometime act1v1st dunng all 
these years on both zon~ng and h1stonc preservation matters, I want to express strong oppos1t1on to the 
Office of Plann~ng's proposal to 1nsert a small change 1n the He1ght of Bu1ldmgs Act (HBA), thereby 
acced1ng to the demands of developers and others who are motivated by financial profit, but who lack 
any long-term 1nterest 1n preserv1ng the quahty of hfe so Important to Washmgton's many and d1verse 
neighborhoods 

Earl1er proposals by the Office of Planning to ra1se heights around the c1ty have been soundly rejected 
by members of the pubhc, the Council, NCPC and Congress Now, OP has presented a proposal that 
would Increase the he1ght of many bu1ld1ngs w1th residential, commercial and entertainment structures 
20 feet tall - reqwnng only m1n1mal setbacks and perm1tt1ng substantial roof coverage Seeking to reap 
profrts that they thought were "out of reach", developers cia 1m that th1s matter IS urgent 

The proposed text amendment contnbutes to the cyn~cal conclus1on drawn by most of us long-time 
res1dents that plann~ng 1n DC 1s dnven more by a devotion to greater dens1ty and by a des1re to please 
developers than to the need to support our d1verse commun1t1es and neighbor-hoods Adherence to 
the Comprehensive Plan we1ghs 1n not-at-all Before enact1ng any changes, OP and the Zon~ng 
CommiSSIOn must first conduct a thorough analys1s of the proposed change -

• 1ts 1mpact on older bwld1ng stock 
• how/whether mcentiVes for tear-downs m1ght be created 
• how 1m pacts of a change m1ght be felt 1n different comdors & 1n d1fferent parts of the c1ty 

Fa1hng such a careful exam1nat1on, th1s opportunistic proposal should be rejected outnght - thus 
restonng some sense of confidence that the Zon~ng Comm1ss1on 1s not s1mply a rubber stamp for 
1n1t1at1ves taken by the Office of Plann~ng We c1t1zen act1v1sts want to be reassured that OP follows the 
gwdehnes conta1ned 1n the Comprehensive Plan, requ1nng thorough analysiS of potential un~ntended 
consequences of any and welcomes, rather than d1sm1sses an open pubhc process that values the 
w1sdom and Will of the pubhc 

Here on Cap1tol H1ll, we w1ll anxiously awa1t final consideration of th1s 1ll-cons1dered proposed change 

Member of the Board 

Caprtol H1ll Restoration Soc1ety 
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