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the Cit1zens AssociatiOn of Georgetown ("CAG") subrruts the followmg comments on the 
proposed rooftop penthouse regulatiOns 

1 CAG strongly favors hmitmg the penthouse height brrut for C-2-A (at least m 
Georgetown and any other histone distnct) to 10 feet, as we understand has been 
proposed by the Office of Planmng Any higher structure would adversely Impact the 
low nse histone character of Georgetown and negatively affect the hght and atr of 
neighbormg resident1al property which IS typically 35' m height 

2 We are unclear on the rear setback reqwrements for these penthouses m C-2-A. The 
exist1ng regulatiOns reqwre a one to one set back from all extenor walls It is extremely 
Important to reqwre such a one to one set back of the penthouse from the rear wall when 
the rear of the buildmg m questiOn adJOins a residential lot m histone Georgetown In 
many cases commercial bwldmgs m Georgetown directly abut resident1allots Without an 
mtervemng street or alley Allowmg an additiOnal ten feet of penthouse on top of the 50' 
height perrrutted m C-2-A without any setback would have adverse Impacts on bght, rur 
and the histone selling of the neighbonng property 

3 The CommiSSIOn has requested comment on whether habitable area should count towards 
the bwldmgs FAR. We belt eve that It should count towards FAR, at least in C-2-A, 
because FAR IS an Important hrrutatwn on bwldmg height and mass m Georgetown If 
bwldmg has already maxed on on FAR, and many commercial bwldmg are non­
conformmg with FAR limits-penthouse construction should requue a special exception to 
ensure adequate notice and an opportunity for public mput on the proposal to the BZA 

4. The CommissiOn also requested comment on whether some uses, such as a rooftop bar or 
restaurant, should be allowed only by special exception even 1f the use IS perrrutted m the 
zone CAG beheves that residenttal use IS the only use that should be permitted m a 
penthouse m C-2-A, at least m Georgetown, because of the potential for penthouse nmse 
pollutiOn dtsturbmg the peace and qwet of an entue neighborhood Rehef from that 
reqUirement should be use vanance With Its higher standard of proof 

Thank you for considering our comments on thts proposal 

Pamla Moore, President 

Richard deC Hmds, Legal Counsel 
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