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I am wntmg m strong opposition to the Office ofPlanmng's proposal to use a small 
change m the Height ofBmldmgs Act (HBA) to create what can only now be called the 
Hats-on-Buildings Act. 

The Office ofPlamnng's unpopular proposals to raise heights around the city were 
resoundmgly reJected by the pubhc, Council, NCPC and Congress. Now, that same 
agency has presented a proposal that would increase the hetght of many bwldmgs wtth 
residential, commerctftl and entertamment structures 20 feet tall, requrrmg only mimmal 
setbacks and pertmttmg substantial roof coverage Developers have JOmed OP's chorus 
that this ts an urgent matter, seeking to reap a benefit they never Imagmed would be 
possible 

This proposed text amendment feeds pubhc cymctsm that plamnng m DC ts largely 
driven by an addtctlon to greater density and a destre to please developers, wtth httle 
respect for the Comprehenstve Plan OP and the Zonmg Commtsston wtll be m viOlation 
of the pubhc trust tfthey fail to conduct a thorough analysis of Its tmpact on older 
butldmg stock, an obJective study of how 1t mtght create mcentives for tear downs or how 
It would affect different comdors m different parts of the ctty 

Rejection of this opportumsttc proposal would help to restore some sense of confidence 
that the Zonmg Comnnsston ts not a rubber stamp ofthe Office ofPlannmg but mststs on 
adherence to the Comprehenstve Plan, reqwres thorough analysts of potential unintended 
~onsequences and refuses to dtsnnss an open pubhc process that values the wtsdom and 
wtll of the pubhc 
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