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441 4th Street, N W 
Washington DC 20001 

Re Zomng Comm1ss1on Case No 14-13 
Text Amendments regarding Rooftop Penthouses 

Dear Members of the Comm1ssron, 

We would hke to thank the Zonmg Comm1ss1on for the opportumty to part1c1pate m th1s process as 
we believe that the Height Act amendment represents a major opportunity for the c1ty However, 1t 
1s our concern that the proposed alternatives offered by the Comm1ss1on w1ll serve to negate the 
potential benefits of the mcreased dens1ty through penthouse occupancy that was prov1ded by 
Congress for the benefit of the D1stnct of Columbia 

The District of Columbia IS currently expenencmg drarnabc economic growth and as th1s contmues 
to occur, the cost of hvmg and hous1ng affordab11ity become mcreasmgly Important to ensure such 
growth 1s sustarnable It 1s cnt1cal that the c1ty prepare Itself to be ffnanc1ally able to support the 
need for affordable housing now and m the future The He1ght Act amendment provides the 
funding vehicle to support th1s need through mcreased tax revenues from higher dens1ty and the 
apphcabon of th1s Increase m density to current mclus1onary zoning and hous1ng linkage laws 

As such, we are responding to the 1nvttabon to comment on whether penthouse square footage 
should be mcluded within the overall bwldmg FAR hmtt Any change, m th1s mstance, to the laws 
that currently govern affordable housmg and butldmg FAR would make use of new rooftop space 
ftnanctally unfeasible The Mayor's and the Office or Plannmg's recommendation protects th1s 
cruc1al benefit to the D1stnct wtthout placmg an entry fee on the use of the federal penthouse 
occupancy amendment 

The Zonmg Comm1ss1on's proposed alternatives to the Mayor's recommendation would result 1n 
the underublizat1on of penthouse occupancy and represent a loss of affordable housmg 
mvestment The D1stnct, and 1ts representatiVes on th1s Comm1sston, would be 1rrespons1ble to 
create new and unnecessary regulatory restncbons solely for penthouse occupancy We urge the 
Zonmg Commission to approve the recommendabon put forth by both the Mayor and Office of 
Planmng which encourages development of penthouse spaces and the much needed Increase 1n 
affordable housmg Investment 

Sincerely, L 

1 of.Jd)i::J~~ '-0-.Jt--
Jonas Ne1hardt 
Semor V1ce President 
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