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October31,2014 

DC. Zonrng Commrssion 
Sutte210 
441 4th Street, N W 
Washington DC 20001 

Re Zoning Commrssion Case No 14-13 
Text Amendments regardrng Rooftop Penthouses 

Dear Members of the Commrssion, 
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I am wntlng to provide comments to Zonmg Case No 14-13. We greatly apprecrate the opportunrty to 
provrde tnput on the text amendments regardrng Rooftop Penthouses. 

The recent amendment to the Heaght Ad, known formally as the Act to regulate the hetght of buHdings in 
the DIStrict of Columbaa, as un~que an that it allows for the residents of the D1stnct to ga1n substanbal 
reward from a minor change to arcane federal law In permltbng prevrously unrnhabitable rooftop space 
to be utilrzed for human occupancy, the Drstrict gains a significant amount of new taxable space while 
giving the skyline an atherstic update-all without rncreaslng current heaght limrts in DC 

We support the amendment, as recommended by the Mayor in July, whiCh would rncrease the tax 
revenues avaalable for Investment m affordable housing Without creat1ng an eoonomrc d1s1ncenbve aga1nst 
the use of the change to the He~ght Act altogether It as our hope that the Zoning CommiSSIOn wtll protect 
the Drstncfs opportunity to benefit from thrs change 

We are also respond1ng to the 1nvrtation to comment on whether penthouse square footage should be 
Included within the overall bulldmg FAR Umit The Commassion's proposed changes add an entry fee to 
take advantage of penthouse occupancy Any new restnctrons would be a deterrence to business owners, 
residents, and developers seekrng to utJfrze thiS proVISion and subsequently reduce the benefit to the 
D1stnct taxpayer of Increased taxable revenue With FAR limitations, the Zonmg Comrnisston wtll stunt 
the tax base and reduce the fundrng necessary for the Oastnct policy makers to prov1de affordable 
houStng for rts restdents. 

We urge the Zonmg Commassion to approve the reoommendabon put forth by both the Mayor and Office 
of Planning which encourages development of penthouse spaces under current laws and wdl result m 
increased affordable hous1ng and Increased tax revenue for the Drstnct of Columbta 

Very truly yours, 
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ZONING COMMISSION 
D•strid of Columbia 

~~-13 
Mclean CAbE NO _____ _ 

nt and Chief Investment Officer 
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