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Community events and programming 

Descriptions of the examples of events and programming hosted by the Applicant are as 
follows: 

o DC Scoop – An annual, summertime free ice cream festival for the community to 
enjoy local and regional ice cream purveyors’ products, a highlight of the event is 
a kid’s ice cream eating competition; the event has showcased and been the 
launching point for small and local businesses, one example being the winner of 
the 2nd Annual DC Scoop. After winning the ice cream competition at DC Scoop, 
the owner decided to quit her full time job to pursue her passion and has 
recently opened her first retail location, Ice Cream Jubilee, at The Yards in 
Southeast DC;   

o The Children’s Chess Tournament – A kids chess tournament hosted by Union 
Market and developed in partnership with former 5D ANC Commissioner, 
Vaughn Bennett, for local elementary school children through high school youth; 
over 60 children participated in the event for the chance to win trophies and gift 
cards that was held at the market; former Commissioner Bennett believes that 
valuable life lessons can be developed in children through teaching  them to play 
chess; the event was very well received by the community; 

o The Kids Food Festival – An event focused on attracting families with children 
ages 6 months to tweens who are interested in learning about better food 
choices in a fun and engaging environment that empowers children to make 
decisions for themselves to fight childhood obesity; activities included happy 
family balanced plate scavenger hunt, kitchen playground, chef led cooking 
classes, and exposed parents to products and services to benefit healthy eating 
for their families; 

o Israel Baptist Gospel Brunches – Israel Baptist Church is a local, Ward 5 church 
that the Applicant partnered with by making donations to their music program 
and hosting their choir to perform in the Market regularly; 

o Boogie Babes – A live music performance for children (mostly infants and 
toddlers), Boogie Babes was created by two District mothers in 2008 to provide 
an educational, fun, and entertaining musical experience for young children; 
Union Market hosts Boogie Babes, which is typically anywhere from thirty to fifty 
(that number looks good) ids and their parents at the Market each week on 
Wednesday mornings; 

o The Thread pop-up retail event – A weekend pop-up retail event that gives 
locally and nationally recognized fashion and lifestyle brands a venue to sell to 
and connect with customers, along with attracting new retail from outside of the 
District;  



o Here & Now – a fashion based retail initiative that supports emerging designers 
from DC with the opportunity to showcase and sell their designs to the public, in 
an arena that smaller brands would not have access to; 

o James Beard Foundation Sunday Supper – an event benefiting the James Beard 
Foundation Scholarship Program and Good Food Merchants Guild,  the proceeds 
which are used to establish a grant awarded to a woman entrepreneur who 
seeks a career as a restaurateur; this fundraising event highlights local and 
nationally recognized chefs and brings attention to the District as a significant 
player in the sustainable food movement (a James Beard Foundation Sunday 
Supper had not been held in the District prior to Union Market hosting the first 
one in 2012 and has become an annual event at Union Market each year since 
then); 

o Drive in movies – A weekly event providing a retro movie-going experience with 
movies projected on the side of the Market building allowing attendees to watch 
from their cars or in the picnic area; Union Market has hosted five drive-in movie 
series, consisting of twenty movies that are all open to the public; 

o FRESHFARM Market – Union Market partners with local non-profit FRESHFARM 
Markets to bring a local farmers market offering fresh, healthy food and a SNAP 
or food stamp program to Ward 5 each Sunday from May to October; Union 
Market has made financial contributions to FRESHFARM Market to subsidize the 
weekly event ($5,000 for 2014); 

o Yoga – Union Market hosts weekly yoga classes every Sunday that are free and 
open to the public, encouraging the community to stay active and healthy.  

 

 




