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Re: CASE NO. 14-11 (Off1ce of Planning- Text Amendments to Chapters 1, 3, and 4, 
Defimt1ons, Max1mum He1ght and M1mmum Lot D1mens1on Requirements m Residence 
Zones, and R-4 Zone Use Perm1ss1ons) 

Dear Zoning Comm1ss1oners 

I want to start of w1th support of the recommendations to the he1ght restnct1on in R4 

neighborhoods, especially 400.1, 400 2, and 400.23 through 400.25 As the owner of 

solar panels on my roof, I fear that a large addition would 1mpact me personally, but I 

also fear that continued disregard for neighbors could rum the feel and economic 

growth of Bloomingdale I encourage the Zomng office to accept them as suggested. 

As ment1oned, I hve in the Bloomingdale neighborhood and m the 15 years I have hved 

m the neighborhood I have seen 1t go from havens for drug use/sale and prostitution 

nddled w1th vacant homes to a commumty that supports fam1hes, recreation and 

homeownersh1p. 

However, smce the mid-2000s our httle neighborhood ha$ seen some large, often 

unsightly bu1ldmg add1t1ons, mostly in the form of "pop-ups " We have Witnessed many 

long-t1me res1dents cash-out and move to properties that are better SUited for an 

elderly population only to have developers swoop m after them lookmg to score a deal 

by buymg low, splittmg up, bu1ldmg cheap, and selling high. This tact1c resulted m more 

residents man crowdmg area causmg an over inflation m the value of homes makmg 1t 

harder for lower (and even moderate) mcome residents to stay m the neighborhood 
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Although I beheve 1t is Important for homeowners to do what they need to do to the1r 

homes to accommodate their family and fmanc1al needs, I do not like what many 

11 developers 11 are doing to the quality stock of homes m the neighborhood 

Over the past decade vacant properties have been hard to find but any that remamed or 

that were sold m bad shape are now mult1-umt dwelhng selhng as condomm1ums for 

inflated dollar amounts These condos are usually purchased by younger people, who m 

order to pay the mortgage, must rent out spare bedrooms 

These new res1dents brmg w1th them many more veh1cles parkmg on the streets, 

competing w1th growmg fam1hes for parkmg spots They also are much more mattent1ve 

than previous residents More often allowmg trash to accumulate on their property or 

not clearing up fallen snow These days I bare w1tness to th1s while I slip and shde down 

1cy Sidewalks or slippery leaves 

Allowmg this pop-up menace to contmue would be a step back to mld-1995 when no 

one took care of the1r houses, where residents, e1ther renters or boarders, would Ignore 

the debn~ p1lmg on the front yard Yes, these homes are now occup1ed but they are not 

home to attent1ve ne1ghbors. And yes, 1t may add to the tax pool but at the expense of 

loss of a cohesive neighborhood 

It 1s not the JOb of the zoning office, or the c1ty, to pohce design cho1ces, 1t seems to the 

untramed eye that these new pop-ups are not only out of scale with the house next 

door, but also w1th the neighborhood as a whole. The matenals chosen often work 

counter to what the neighborhood has long sypported Where bnck would have existed, 

now vinyl Siding s1ts, or stucco, or any other matenal that keeps the prof1t margm h1gh. 

Similarly, there 1s no regard for aesthetics or seamlessness mto the ex1stmg des1gn fabnc 

of the early turn-of-the-last century homes. 



I am saddened that our httle two-block w1de neighborhood has suffered an attack to rts 

charm and character by developers It should be emphasized that quality work and 

appropriate des1gn can help mcrease profits JUSt as much as the d1sregard of rt 

Developers protect themselves w1th the1r LLCs wh1le ne1ghbors have to fend for 

themselves 1f the developer/burlder rs careless or lookmg to cut costs. Th1s happened on 

my block m 2004 

My poor ne1ghbor (res1dent for over four decades) had to sell her home because she 

could not afford to fix the damage the developer next door caused She not only had 

water seep through the party wall but also her home sh1fted due to the poor 

underpinnmg JOb they performed. The settlmg d1dn't happen overmght, 1t took a few 

years to see the damage Th1s was long after that LLC had closed 1ts' accounts 

I hope that you pass the recommendations to height hm1t and reduce 1t down to no 

more than 35 feet If 1t were up to me, I would hke to the c1ty plannmg office provrde 

design d1rect1ons to developers so that they could st1ll make a profit wh1le keepmg the 

neighborhood mtact 

Thank you for your t1me, 

Washmgton, DC 20001 

202-253-2845 


