
June 1, 2015 

Sharon Schelhn, 
Secretary to the Zonmg Commission 
Office of Zonmg 
4414th Street, N.W, Su1te 200-S 
Washmgton, D C 20001 
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My name IS Rashida Brown and I am the Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for the 1A10 
Single Member D1stnct I am wntmg m response to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for 
Zonmg Comm1ss1on Case No 14-11- Text Amendments to Chapters 1, 3, 4, 26, and 31, 
Max1mum He1ght and Mm1mum Lot D1mens10n Requirements and Use Permissions in the R-4 
District- or the "Pop-Up" Regulations published on Fnday, May 1, 2015, 1n the D C Reg1ster 

I support the Off1ce of Plannmg's proposal and Zonmg Comm1ss1on's text amendments to the 
D1stnct's R-4 zomng regulations I believe these changes will restore the original intent of the R-
4 language and help control reductions m ex1stmg fam1ly-s1zed dwellings It provides a 
necessary and appropnate balance that would allow property owners to continue developing 
mezzamnes, rooftops, basements, porches and an add1t1onal story wh1le addressmg 1ssues w1th 
he1ght and dens1ty related to conversions m R4 zones. 

On October 8, 2014, the ANClA unanimously passed a resolution in support of the Office of 
Planning's Text Amendments to regulations related to R-4 zones and proposed add1t1onal 
changes for the Comm1ss1on's cons1derat1on I stand m umson w1th my commumty and fellow 
ANC1A commisSIOners in urgmg you to address th1s issue and move forward with these text 
amendments 

As you are aware, ANClA 1s located in an R-4 zoned dtStrtct For years, I have been engaged m 
ongoing conversations with commumty members about the vanous types of development we 
see m our neighborhood today We recognize quality development that bnngs meaning to our 
commumty and can 1dent1fy those that have become detnmental. My ne1ghbors have been very 
vocal about the rap1d growth of smgle fam1ly row house conversions into multi-unit buildings 
and residential development involvmg poorly constructed "pop-ups" and "pop-outs." Their 
major concerns mostly mvolve 1ssues w1th the height and dens1ty related to particular projects 
that add to existing single fam1ly structures throughout the Ward and abutting their properties. 

We agree that there are projects that prov1de quality enhancements and add value to 

properties But there are others that are designed in a way that pulls away from the natural 

character and unique features of traditional neighborhood row homes. Th1s inconsistency 
Jeopardizes the integnty of our neighborhoods. 
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I have provided p1ctures attached to my testimony for the record, shanng an example of such 
development Two m particular are built on my block. The developers of these projects hve 
outs1de of the D1stnct and d1d not consider the potent1al1mpact on the commun~ty The 
structures mclude mass1ve add1t1ons that have affected residents' a1r, hght and quahty of hfe. 
Once the existing structure of a neighborhood row home has been gutted out and converted 
mto a multi-unit dwelling, 1t IS 1mposs1ble to gam 1t back. What was once a three bedroom row 
house w1th a basement, 1s now a four level mult1-unit building 

Some would argue that creatmg mult1p~e unjts wi~hin 1)::lese structures would prov1de 
opportunities for affordable housmg m the Distnct. But these umts are typically pnced at a rate 
that is comparable With today's market and are unaffordable to the average mdiv1dualliving 
w1th a modest mcome. Housing prices are nsing much faster than household incomes As young 
people grow older and seek to start a fam1fy, they often choose to live outside of the District to 
obtain greater space m an area they can afford Smgle fam1ly dwellings 1n affordable 
neighborhoods help fam1hes make a sound mvestment. Park View, the neighborhood that I 
have lived in for seven years, is known for 1ts affordab1hty and attracts many fam1lles who seek 
housmg I would like to see th1s be preserved 

Fam1~y1nvestment is critical to our neighborhoods. It ensures long-term sustainabthty, 
maximizes our chance to have long-term res1dents and min1m1zes transition and constant 
turnover. We must have better polices m place that support fam1lies' ab1llty to afford to live 
here and make 1t eas1er for them to mvest m the D1stnct. The c1ty could work w1th the 
community to identify appropriate venues for a wide vanety of affordable housing opt1ons. But 
m the meant1me, I am urgmg you to move forward w1th the proposed text amendments to the 
R-4 regulations released by the Zoning Comm1ss1on 

Thank you 
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