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&' Dear Cha1rman Hood 

True Turtle 1s a small, sustarnable real estate developer We object strongly to the he1ght reduct1on 1n R4 
zones and other 1tems rn case 14-11 as the new regulat1on that the new text w1ll not further the D1strrct of 
Columb1a's sustarnab1hty goals However, as that sh1p has sailed, we are wrrtmg now to vo1ce our need 
for reasonable roll out prov1s1ons 

As a small and I emphas1ze the word small sustamable real estate developer based m and operat1ng 1n 
the D1strrct of Columb1a's Ward 4, we work hard JUSt to stay m busrness We are the only developer I 
know of who builds LEED Platmum and h1gher level green homes that are exceptionally energy, water 
and resource effic1ent and exactly m I me w1th DC's susta1nab1hty goals I'm not bankrolled by deep 
pockets and I don't have a large bank account myself I st1ll hve and d1e by the performance of my next 
proJect 

lmmed1ate 1mplementat1on of the 14-11 text amendment w1ll deeply, deeply 1m pact my bus1ness 

As an example, I have one proJect that ISm for perm1ts as you read th1s It w1ll be d1rectly affected by the 
he1ght drop to 35' I JUst rece1ved my f1rst set of comments from the DCRA last week 1t took 11 weeks 
JUst to get a first set of comments. I conservatively ant1c1pate 8 more weeks for resubm1ttals, questions 
and rev1s1ons prror to perm1t That'll be closmg rn on 6 months to get a perm1t I've spent to date 
-s5o,ooo on des1gn and eng1neerrng plus mnumerable personal hours wrangling th1s through the 
entitlement process 

If the text amendment were Implemented rrght now Without a phase m penod I would need to redes1gn 
my ent1re bu1ldmg I would have to go through much of the perm1ttmg process agarn and most 
Importantly, my bu1ldrng w1ll end up bemg not nearly as valuable as I'd need to lose saleable square 
footage to comply w1th the 35' he1ght Th1s would be financ1ally d1sastrous for me 
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I am not the only developer stanng at the hght ofth1s oncommg tram Many that have proJects are m a 
state of pamc about gettmg them m or through the perrmttmg process before th1s unknown wmdow 
shuts People have spent real money on acquiSition, des1gn, engmeenng, estimating and mterest based 
on the current regulations Th1s change Will hurt many 

Wh1le I've watched all the testimony on th1s case and understand your push for speed However, 1t's th1s 
speed that w1ll literally crush people such as myself who do excellent work along w1th those who could 
care less about quahty construction and preservmg the character of commumt1es 

I respectfully request the followmg Implementation t1mehne to allow for some grace for those such as 
myself who are caught m th1s upheaval 

• all proJects currently m the DCRA perm1ttmg p1pehne be grandfathered to comply w1th the 
zomng text they were submitted under and 

• allow a short, two month wmdow after final action before 1mplementmg the text amendments 

Without a doubt, th1s 1s a maJOr change to how many who do excellent, thoughtful, meamngful work 
bu1ldmg and rebUIIdmg the D1stnct of Columbta (wh•ch I believe 1s the maJonty of developers and 
architects) w1ll be able to do busmess Grandfathenng and allowmg a short grace penod w1ll at least let 
people complete what they've started without too much pam 

Thank you for your cons1derat1on, 

Tanya Topolewsk1 

Owner, True Turtle LLC 


