
Anthony J Hood 

Chairman, Zonmg Comm1ss1on for the D1stnct of Columbia 

Subject zc Case No 14-11 
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Our company IS workmg on a condo conversion project on the school bu1ld1ng located at 18519th St NW 

Th1s IS a rebuttal letter to clanfy our objections regardmg case 14-11 ~ 
.&"' 

1 It rs very rncons1derate for the case to NOT to mclude any grace/trans1t1on penod for project that 1!1' 

already m process Usmg our project as an example, 1t takes around ~0 days to go through BZA proce~ 
s1m1lar t1me frame IS needed for h1stoncal board, and after all these approvals, the perm1t process w1ll 

take 8 months based on the current speed of DCRA Thus a 15 month grace/trans1t1on penod for 
res1dent1al projects currently rn the approval process w1ll allow enough t1me to fulfil any pendrng work 

and paperwork requirements Also, the comm1ss1on shall be remrnded that all contracts/ financ1al 

projections and feas1b1llt1es of ex1st1ng projects were based off the rules before the change A major 

change like th1s Without any grace penod will literally k1ll many projects and 1n turn many small-med1um 

SIZe developers like us 

2 The proposal wants to llm1t renovation area to 30% or less of gross floor area restricts homeowner 
nghts by not allowrng them to build add1t1ons to support grow1ng fam1ly needs eventually lead1ng to 
unsafe properties Renovation --- by nature shall change old/ugly/breakrng thrngs to new/mce/safe 

houses 

3 Not allowrng res1dent1al bu1ldrngs to extend more than 10' past a neighbor's back wall stnctly llm1ts 

property nghts of home owners and stops fam1lles from add1ng on add1t1ons that allow them to grow rn 

place by hav1ng a place the1r fam1lles can thrrve in 

4 Downs1zrng R-4 restncts hous1ng supply wh1ch llm1ts the D1str1ct's attempts to escalate access to 

affordable housmg Hous1ng stab1hty 1s very cr1t1cal to allow fam1lles to reach the1r full potential More 

umts supplied helps to dnve down housrng cost, and from the way how current proposal works, 1t w1ll 

severely lower number of home supplies, and dnve up pnce, makmg DC housmg even less affordable 

5 To be reallsttc, the proposal to add an IZ umt as the 4th umt 1s not poss1ble from a developer 

perspective 1f the pocket rs to be profitable And thus there w1ll no 4th unit ever built Whrch w1ll further 

reduce DC housrng supply 

Revrtallzrng of neglected propert1es rn R-4 neighborhoods wrthrn our rap1dly growrng c1tres helps to 
change them rnto affordable and environmentally sound dwellings wh1ch offer an exclus1ve lifestyle and 

ultimately upgrade the surroundrng communrty and nerghborhood We the developers do all the work, 

and we shall not be penalized for 1t 

Vue Wang 

Hollow Creek Investment Group 

703-281-6666 
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