
Zomng Cormm~ston 
441 4th St. NW, Swte 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14;.11 

Dear Zomng Comnussioners: '- a c::: ., ' 
_;;: ...., :;!~ 
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Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments m R-:4.. g c-; 
Districts I commend the Zomng Commission for takmg this Important step to address cq,gc~ E2 
rat sed by Distnct residents. :.:... ..,., rrt 

N NCJ 
.. 0 -Matter-of-Right Conversions C:·-' --

-.,J ::: 
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I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
in R-4 zones Proposed new sectton 330.7 would permit conversiOns of existing residential 
bwldmgs to apartment houses with up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The deCision to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses in R-4 zones IS a mistake. Family households wtth 
children need larger housmg umts with more bedro~ms. The Dlstnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the City's existlng housmg stock, only one-third of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new constructton has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of smgle-famdy housmg and housmg wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are postttvely correlated wtth retammg family households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Dxstnct's development and proVIdes overall guidance about 
the City's planmng. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Po hey H-1.3.1, Housmg for Famthes: ProVIde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famthes wtth chtldren by encouragmg new and retammg existmg smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Review Residential Zonmg Regulations: Dunng the revtston of 
the City's zonmg regulattons, revtew the restdenttal zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-farmly umts to conserve the ctty's mventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted m the Land Use Element, this should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-right converstons of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment bwldmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehenstve Plan's goal of retammg smgle-famtly homes for familtes. Matter-of-nght 
converstons m R-4 should be l1m1ted to two-umts 

Limttattons on Conversions 
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Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversions m section 330.7. These ltmttattons also should apply to conversiOns 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions These limitations must apply to two-umt conversiOns to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear addttions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng CommiSSion to act qwckly on the changes to the zomng rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adJoimng properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning ts almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
watttng a long time for these changes and should not have to wait any longer 

Respectfully submitted, 

Name 
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Zoning Commission 
441 4th St NW, Suite 200-S 
W ashmgton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning Commissioners 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth ppp-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts I commend the Zonmg Commtsston for takmg thts Important step to address concerns 
raised by District residents. 

Matter-of-Rtght ConversiOns 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-family homes 
in R-4 zones. Proposed new section 3-30 7 would permit conversions of eXtstmg restdenttal 
bwldmgs to apartment houses wtth up to four uruts as a matter-of-nght The dectsion to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions of rowhouses m R-4 zones IS a mistake. Family households wtth 
children need larger housmg uruts wtth more bedrooms The Distnct's Comprehenstve Plan 
states that of the City's existing housing stock, only one-third of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construchon has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabihty of smgle-famtly housmg and housmg wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are posihvely correlated wtth reta.trung famdy households. 

The Comprehensive Plan ~tudes the District's development and provides overall guidance about 
the ctty' s plannmg. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Po hey H -1 3 1, Housmg for Famihes· Provtde a larger number ofhousmg uruts for 
families with children by encouragmg new and retammg existmg smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

Actton H-1.3.A, Revtew Residential Zomng Regulations Dunng the revision of 
the city's zonmg regulations, revtew the residential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-family units to conserve the city's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted in the Land Use Element, this should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversiOns of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment butldmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retammg smgle-famtly homes for famthes. Matter-of-nght 
conversiOns m R-4 should be hmtted to two-uruts 

Limitations on ConversiOns 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght converstons to apartment houses, I support the 
hmitatlons on conversiOns m sectlon 330 7 These hmttatlons also should apply to conversions 
to two-untt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by addmg a floor and large 
rear addttlons These hmttatlons must apply to two-unit converstons to protect adJacent 
properttes from massive rear addttlons and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zorung Commisston to act qmckly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJotnmg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanrung ts almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
wmtlng a long tlme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer 
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Zomng Conumss10n 
441 4th St NW, Smte 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE· Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning Commtsstoners: 

Please accept my commen~s on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments in R-4 
Districts. I commend the Zoning Colll1Il\SSion for talang thts rmportant step to address concerns 
ratsed by D1stnct res1dents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-farmly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new sectton 330 7 would perm1t converstons of eXIstmg residentlal 
bmldmgs to apartment houses w1th up to four umts as a matter-of-nght.\ The decision to allow 
matter-of ... right conversions ofrowhouses in R-4 zones IS a mistake. Family households wtth 
children need larger housmg umts with more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the ctty's ex1stmg housmg stock, ofily one-third of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new constructton has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that 'the avatlab11ity of smgle-family housing and housing w1th 
more rooms are two fa~tors that are posihvely correlated with retaining farmly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and provtdes overall gmdance about 
the city's plannmg. The Comprehensive Plan states· 

Pohcy H -1.3 .1, Housmg for Families: Provide a larger number of housing umts for 
famihes w1th children by encouragtng new and retatmng extstmg smgle farmly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Review Residential Zonmg Regulations. During the revision of 
the City's zonmg regulat:J.ons, revtew the restdent:J.al zonmg regulat:J.ons, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgie-famtly umts to conserve the ctty's mventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted m the Land Use Elen1ent, this should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-farmly row houses, and another zone for multt-farmly 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-family rowhouses to apartment buildmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehenstve Plan's goal ofretatnmg single-family homes for famtlies. Matter-of-nght 
convers10ns m R-4 should be hmited to two-umts. 

Ltm1tat1ons on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversions m section 330.7. These lurutatlons also should apply to conversions 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by adding a floor and large 
rear additions These hmttatlons must apply to two-unit conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zorung Commission to act quickly on the changes to the zorung rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJoining properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanrung IS almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
waltmg a long time for these changes and should not have to wait any longer 

Respectfully submitted, 

Name 

5~ ~~ }~W 4tte NW 
Address t ~ \I\ ~ 
Stgnature ~ \ ~ 
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Zorung Commiss10n 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 200-S 
W aslnngton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung CommiSSioners 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments'm R-4 
\ . 

Districts. I commend the Zorung Commtssion for taking tlns Important step to address concerns 
msed by District residents 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permtt conversions of existing residential 
bwldmgs to apartment houses With up to four uruts as a matter-of-right The decision to allow 
matter-of-right conversions ofrowhouses in R-4 zones is a mistake. Famtly households with 
clnldren need larger housmg uruts with more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the City's existmg housmg stock, only one-tlnrd of the uruts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction h8s beeti apartments With fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabihty of smgle-family housing and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated With retaining famtly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and proVIdes overall guidance about 
the City's planrung The Comprehensive Plan states· 

Policy H-1 3.1, Housing for Famihes: Provide a larger number ofhousmg uruts for 
famthes With children by encouragmg new and retammg eXISting smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3 A, ReVIew Residential Zorung Regulations: Dunng the reviSion of 
the city's zoning regulations, review the residential zorung regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
single-family umts to conserve the city's inventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, tlns should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multt-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght convers10ns of smgle-family rowhouses to apartment buildmgs goes agatnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retaining smgle-family homes for families. Matter-of-right 
conversions m R-4 should be hmited to two-units.' 

Limitations on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmttations on conversions m section 330.7. These hrmtations also should apply to converstons 
to two-unit flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions. These limitations must apply to two-umt conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys'and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge ihe Zorung Commission to act qutckly on the changes to the zorung rules and to make the 
final rule effective Immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adJoining properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning Is almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
watttng a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully subrmtted, 

Name 

s v C;j-. WW 1 ~ ~\ 
Address 
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Zorung Commisston 
441 4th St. NW, Swte 200-S 
Washington, DC 2~001 

RE. Case No ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung CommissiOners 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts I commend the Zorung Commtsston for talang thts Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by Dtstnct restdents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permtt conversions of existing residential 
buildings to apartment houses with up to four units as a matter-of-right The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght conversiOns ofrowhouses m R-4 zones IS a mistake. Famtly households with 
children need larger housmg uruts wtth more bedrooms The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's extsttng housmg stock, only one-thtrd of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of smgle-family housing and housing wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated wtth retaining famtly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Distnct's development and provtdes overall guidance about 
the ctty's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1.3.1, Housmg for Famthes. Provtde a larger number ofhousmg uruts for 
famihes wtth chtldren by encouragtng new and retammg existmg smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Review Residential Zoning Regulations: During the revision of 
the etty' s zorung regulations, review the restdenttal zonmg regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly uruts to conserve the ctty's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, this should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multt-famtly 
row house flats 

Matter-of-right conversions of single-family rowhouses to apartment buildtngs goes agamst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretairung smgle-famtly homes for famthes. Matter-of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be hmited to two-units 

Ltmitattons on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmitatmns on converstons m section 330 7 These limitations also should apply to converstons 
to two-unit flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions. These bmttattons must apply to two-untt convemons to protect adJacent 
properties from masstve rear addtttons and upper floors that block chtmneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effecttve Date 

I urge the Zoning Commission to act qwckly on the changes to the zorung rules and to make the 
final rule effecttve tmrnedtately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adJotmng properties 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanmng is almost one year old D.C residents have been 
wmttng a long ttrne for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully subrnttted, 

6ti~PL~ ivavt.-&daN < 

Name 

Signature 
1 
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Zoning Corrumssion 
441 4th St NW, Swte 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE. Case No ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng Comnussioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Distncts. I commend the Zonmg CommiSSIOn for takmg tlus Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by Distnct residents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330 7 would permit conversions of existing residential 
buildmgs to apartment houses with up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The deCision to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses m R-4 zones IS a nnstake. Family households With 
children need larger housmg umts With more bedrooms. The Distnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existing housing stock, only one-third of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments With fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avmlabthty of smgle-famlly housmg and housmg wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are posttively correlated wtth retatmng famtly households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Distnct's development and provides overall guidance about 
the city's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1 3 1, Housmg for Families· Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famthes With children by encouragmg new and retatmng existing smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3 A, Revtew Residential Zomng Regulations: Durmg the reVIsion of 
the City's zomng regulations, revtew the residential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-family umts to conserve the ctty's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted~in the Land Use Element, this should include creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-family rowhouses to apartment bulldmgs goes agmnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retammg smgle-family homes for families Matter-of-nght 
converstons in R-4 should be linnted to two-units 

Ltmttations on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght converstons to apartment houses, I support the 
hmttations on converstons m secbon 330 7 These hmttations also should apply to converstons 
to two-urut flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-uruts by adding a floor and large 
rear addinons. These hmttabons must apply to two-urut conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from masSive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

lmmedtate Effective Date 

I urge the Zoning Commission to act qwckly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmedtately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adj01nmg properties 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanmng ts almost one year old. D.C. restdents have been 
wmbng a long bme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cfran:Jm /femrapn ~ 

s 

2 



Zomng Comrmssion 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 200-S 
W ashtngton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng Commissioners· 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zomng CommissiOn for talong thts rmportant step to address concerns 
ratsed by Distnct restdents. 

Matter-of-Rtght Conversions 

I do not belt eve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-fanuly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330 7 would permit conversions of existing residential 
buildmgs to apartment houses with up to four units as a matter-of-right. The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses m R-4 zones ts a mtstake. Famtly households with 
chtldren need larger housmg umts wttfi more bedrooms. The Dtstnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the City's extsttng housmg stock, only one-third of the umt$ have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avmlabihty of smgle-farrufy housmg and housmg with 
more rooms are two factors that are posttively correlated wtth retatnmg famtly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan gwdes the Dtstnct's development and provides overall gutdance about 
the ctty's planning. The Comprehensiv~ Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1.3 1, Housmg for Famthes: ProVIde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famthes wtth children by encouragtng new and retmmng extsting smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

Action H-1.3.A, Revtew Restdential Zonmg Regulations: Durmg the reviston of 
the City's zomng regulations, reVIew the residential zonmg regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
single-fanuly units to conserve the ctty's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multi-famtly 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-family rowhouses to apartment bwldings goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retmnmg smgle-fanuly homes for famihes. Matter-of-nght 
conversiOns in R-4 should be hmtted to two-umts 

Limitations on ConversiOns 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversiOns m sectiOn 330.7. These hmitattons also should apply to conversions 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large. 
rear additions These hmitattons must apply to two-umt conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zonmg Commtssion to act qwckly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjommg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlannmg 1s almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
waiting a long ttme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer 

Respectfully submttted, 

Name 

A~ 
Signa e 
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Zorung Comrmssion 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE. Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng Cormmsstoners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zomng Comrmss10n for taktng thts ~mportant step to address concerns 
ratsed, by Dtstnct residents 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
m R-4 zones Proposed new section 330 7 would permit conversions of extsting residential 
bwldings to apartment houses wtth up to four umts as a matter-of-right. The deetston to allow 
matter-of-nght conversiOns of rowhouses m R-4 zones ts a mistake. Family households wtth 
children need larger housing umts wtth more bedrooms. The Distnct's Comprehensive PI~ 
states that of the City's existmg housmg stock, only one-thrrd of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabihty of smgle-family housmg and housmg with 
more rooms are two factors that are positlvely correlated wtth retammg family households. 

The Comprehensive Plan gwdes the Distnct's development and provtdes overall guidance about 
the city's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1.3 1, Housmg for Famllles: Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
farmhes wtth clnldren by encouragmg new and retmrung extsttng smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

Actton H-1.3.A, Revtew Restdenttal Zorung Regulattbns. Dunng the revtston of 
the ctty' s zomng regulations, reVIew the restdential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly umts to conserve the ctty's mventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted m the Land Use Element, tlns should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multt-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-family rowhouses to apartment bwldmgs goes agmnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretmrung smgle-fanuly homes for famthes Matter-of-nght 
conversions in R-4 should be hmtted to two-umts. 

Lmutations on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversions in section 330.7. These lmutat:J.ons also should apply to conversions 
to two-urut flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-uruts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addthons. These hmttahons must apply to two-urut conversiOns to protect adJacent 
properttes from massiVe rear addthons and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zonmg Commission to act quickly on Qle changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effecnve Immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjoinmg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning IS almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
wmting a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer 

Respectfully submitted, 

.tif,ck Altx_anlrul 

Stgnature 
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Zoning Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 200-S 
W ashmgton, DC 20001 

RE· Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning Commissioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments in R-4 
Distncts. I C01llii}end the Zomng Commtssmn for takmg thts rmportant step to address concerns 
raised by District residents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-famtly homes 
m R-4 zones Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversiOns of existing residential 
bwldings to apartment houses with up to four umts as a matter-of-right The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions of rowhouses m R-4 zones IS a mistake. Family households with 
chtldren need larger housmg units wtth more bedrooms The Distnct's ComprehenSive Plan 
states that of the City's existing housmg stock, only -one-thtrd of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlability of smgle-famtly housing and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated wtth retammg famtly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and proVIdes overall gwdance about 
the city's planmng. The Comprehensive Plan states· 

Po hey H-1.3.1, Housmg for Families. ProVIde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
fazmh,es wtth children by encouragu;).g new and retammg existing smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3 A, ReVIew Residential Zomng Regulattons. Durmg the reVIsion of 
the city's zomng regulations, reVIew the residential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly units to conserve the ctty's ipventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multt-famtly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment buildmgs goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retammg smgle-famtly homes for famihes. Matter-of-nght 
conversions tn'R-4 should be limited to two-umts 

Limitations on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversions m section 330.7. These limitations also should apply to conversions 
to two-urut flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-uruts by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions. These limitations must apply to two-unit conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zonmg Commission to act quickly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjoining properties 
The first proposal from the Office of Planmng IS almost one year old D C. residents have been 
waiting a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer 

Respectfully subrmtted, 

A(tW·\J t1v1...u., &-.~tf "" 

sf ature 
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Zoning Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Swte 200-S 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

RE· Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zonmg Commissioners 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Distncts. I commend the Zonmg CommtsSton for taktng thts tmportant step to address concerns 
rmsed by Distnct residents. 

Matter-of-Rtght Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far.enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes, 
tn R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330 7 would pennit conversions of existing residential 
bwldings to apartment houses WJ.th up to four units as a matter-of-ngb.t. The dectston to allow 
matter-of-ngb.t conversions ofrowhouses tn R-4 zones Is a mistake. Family households wtth 
children need larger housmg umts wtth more bedrooms The Distnct's ComprehenSive Plan 
states that of the city's extstmg housmg stock, only one-thtrd of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avmlabthty of smgle-famtly housmg and housmg with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated wtth retainmg family households. 

The Comprehensive Plan gwdes the District's development and provtdes overall gutdance about 
the city's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1.3 .1, Housmg for Famihes. Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
fatru.hes wtth children by encouragmg new and retatntng existing smgle fatru.ly 
homes, ,duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Review Residential Zoning Regulations: Dunng the-revision of 
the City's zorung regulations, revtew the restdential zorung regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-family umts to conserve the City's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for inulti-famtly 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversiOns of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment bwldings goes agmnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retatrung smgle-famtly homes for families. Matter~f-nght 
conversions in R-4 should be limited to two-umts. 

Limitations on ConversiOns 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversions in section 330 7. These limitatiOns also should apply to conversions 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions. These limttattons must apply to two-unit conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from masstve rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng Commission to act qwckly on the changes to the zomng rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjotntng properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning IS almost one year old. D.C. restdents have been 
waiting a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

k~.J-~~r: 0 e [{{~by 
Name 

Sign e 
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Zorung Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Sutte 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng Commissioners· 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments m R-4 
Districts. I commend the Zomng Commission for takmg thts Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by District residents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330 7 would permtt converstons of existing residential 
butldmgs to apartment houses With up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght converstons ofrowhouses in R-4 zones is a mtstake. Famtly households with 
children need larger housing units with more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the City's existing housmg stock, only one-third of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments With fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the ~vatlability of smgle-family housing and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated With retaining famtly households. 

The Comprehenstve Plan guides the District's development and provtdes overall gwdance about 
the ctty's planmng. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Policy H-1 3 1, Housmg for Families Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famtlies with children by encouragmg new and retatmng existmg smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

' 

Action H-1 3.A, Revtew Residential Zomng Regulations During the revision of 
the city's zoning regulations, revtew the residential zorung regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly umts to conserve the city's inventory of housmg for larger 
households. AS noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multt-famtly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment buildmgs goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretainmg smgle-family homes for famtlies. Matter-of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be limited to two-umts. 

Limitations on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght converstons to apartment houses, I support the 
hmttattons on conversiOns m section 330 7. These lmutattons also should apply to converstons 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by adding a floor and large 
rear additions These l:inlltations must apply to two-unit conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from masstve rear addtttons and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immedtate Effecttve Date 

I urge the Zoning Commission to act qutckly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effecttve unmedtately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJommg properttes. 
The first proposal from the Office of Plannmg is almost one year old D C restdents have been 
watttng a long ttme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

6n*"'~ ~MW 
\ 

s 
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Zoning Cormmssi6n 
441 4th St. NW, Smte 200-S 
W ashmgton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

D~ar Zonmg Comrmsstoners· 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments m R-4 
Distncts. I commend the Zoning Commission for takmg thts Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by Distnct restdents. 

Matter-of-Rtght Converstons 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-famtly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330 7 would permit conversmns of extsting residential 
butldmgs to apartment houses wtth up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght converstons ofrowhouses in R-4 zones is a mistake. Family hoqseholds with 
children need larger housmg uiiits with more bedrooms. The Distnct's Comprehenstve Plan 
states that of the ctty's existmg housmg stock, only one-thtrd of the uruts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabihty of smgle-family housing and housing wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated with retaining family households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Distnct's development and provtdes overall gmdance about 
the etty's plannmg. The Comprehensive Plan states· 

Policy H-1 3 1, Housing1for Famtlies: Provide a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famthes with cluldren by encouragmg new and retammg existing smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1 3 A, Revtew Residential Zoning Regulations: Dunng the revision of 
the city's zonmg regulations, review the residential zorung regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-fanuly uruts to 'conserve the ctty's inventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row, houses, and another zone for multi-fanuly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght converstons of single-family rowhouses to apartment butldmgs goes agatnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retammg smg).e-famtly homes for families. Matter-of-nght 
conver'stons m R-4 should be hmtted to two-umts. 

Ltmttattons on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmitahons on conversions m section 330.7. These hmitatlons also should apply to conversiOns 
to two-unit flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-uruts by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions. These hm1tations must apply to two-unit conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immed1ate Effective Date 

I urge the Zonmg Comm1ss1on to act qu1ckly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJommg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlannmg 1s almost one year old. D.C. restdents have been 
wattlng a long trme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~Ute{\ 
Name 
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Zonmg Cotrumssion 
441 4th St NW, Swte 200-S 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

RE· Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng Corrumssioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments m R-4 
Districts I commend the Zoning Corrumssion for takmg thts Important step to address concerns 
raised by District residents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-farmly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversions of extsttng residential 
buildmgs to apartment houses wtth up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouse~ m R-4 zones is a mistake Family households with 
children need larger housmg units with more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's extsting housmg stock, only one-thtrd of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new constfuction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabihty of smgle-farmly housmg and housmg with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated wtth retaining family households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and proVIdes overall guidance about 
the etty' s planrung The ComprehenSive Plan states: 

Policy H-1.3 1, Housmg for Families Provide a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
farmhes wtth children by encouraging new and retaining exiSting smgle farmly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1 3 A, ReVIew Residential Zonmg Regulations: During the reVIsion of 
the city's zoning regulations, review the residential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-farmly umts to conserve the city's inventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, this should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-farmly row houses, and another zone for multt-farntly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversions of single-farntly row houses to apartment butldings goes agatnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretatnmg smgle-farmly homes for fatnihes. Matter-of-right 
conversions m R-4 should be hmtted to two-umts~ 

LimitatiOns on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmitations on conversions m section 330.7. These hmitations also should apply to conversiOns 
to two-umt flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by addmg a floor and large 
rear addttmns. These hrmtations must apply to two-umt conversiOns to protect adjacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng CommissiOn to act quickly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adJOirung properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlannmg IS almost one year old D.C. reSidents have been 
wathng a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~qd? Z-oev 
Name / 

z~/ 
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Zomng Comrmssion 
441 4th St. NW, Swte 200-S 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-ll 

Dear Zomng Commissioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments in R-4 
Districts I commend the Zomng Comrmssion for taktng thts rmportant step to address concerns 
ratsed by Dtstnct residents . 

.f\1atter-of-Rtght Conversions 
T -

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-famtly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new sectiOn 330.7 would permit conversiOns of ex.Istmg restdenttal 
bwldmgs to apartment houses wtth up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions of rowhouses in R-4 zones is a mistake. Family households with 
children need larger housing units with more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's extsttng housmg stock, only one-thtrd of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabihty of smgle-family housmg and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated wtth retaining family households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Dtstnct's development and provtdes overall guidance about 
the ctty's planmng The Comprehensive Plan states: -

Policy H-'1.3 1, Housing for Families Provide a larger number ofhousing umts for 
famthes wtth children by encouraging new and retatmng extsttng smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Actton H-1 3.A, Revtew Residential Zomng Regulations: Durmg the revtsion of 
the city's zonmg regulations, review the residential zoning regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly umts to conserve the city's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght converstons of smgle-family rowhouses to apartment bwldmgs goes agatnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retaining smgle-famtly homes for famihes. Matter-of-right 
conversiOns m R -4 should be lrmited to two-untts. 

Ltm1tattons on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
lnnitatlons on conversiOns m sectlon 330.7. These hmttatlons also should apply to conversions 
to two-untt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addttlons. These liimtatlons must apply to two-umt conversiOns to protect adjacent 
properties from masstve rear addttions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effectlve Date 

I urge the Zonmg Commtsston to act qwckly on the changes to the zorung rules and to make the 
final rule effectlve tmmedtately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjommg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlannmg 1s almost one year old. D.C. restdents have been 
waiting a long tiine for these changes and should not have to wait any longer. 

Respectfully subrmtted, 

~~ 
Name 
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Zoning Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Smte 200-S 
W ashtngton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning Commtssioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zorung CommissiOn for taking this rmportant step to address concerns 
raised by District residents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-fanuly homes 
m R-4 zones Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversiOns of existing residential 
bmldmgs to apartment houses wtth up to four uruts as a matter-of-nght. The dectsion to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses m R-4 zones is a mtstak:e. Farmly households wtt}l 
children need larger housmg uruts wtth more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existing housmg stock, only one-third of the uruts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new Construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avmlabihty of smgle-frumly housmg and housmg wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated wtth retmrung frumly households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and provides overall gwdance about 
the city's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Policy H-1.3 1, Housmg for Frumhes. Provtde a larger nUIIlber ofhousmg uruts for 
frunihes with children by encouraging new and retainmg existing single frunily 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1 3.A, Revtew Residential Zorung Regulations: Dunng the revtsion of 
the city's' zonmg regulations, revtew the residential zorung regulatiOns, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
single-frunily uruts to conserve the city's mventory of housing for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, this should include .creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-fanuly row houses, and another zone for multi-frunily 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-fruntly rowhouses to apartment butldmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehenstve Plan's goal ofretaming smgle-fruntlyhomes forfrunihes. Matter-of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be hmited to two-uruts. 

Lrmltattons on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-right converstons to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversions m section 330 7. These hmttations also should apply to conversmns 
to two-unit flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addttions These limitations must apply to two-umt conversmns to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear addttions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng Commtsston to act qutckly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmedtately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adJoimng properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning is almost one year old. D.C. restdents have been 
waiting a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer 

1\ddress D , , 
rAV,.a 

Signature 
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Zomng COIJUillSSton 
441 4th St NW, Sutte 200-S 
Waslungton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zonmg CommissiOners 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments in R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zomng Commtsston for takmg thts important step to address concerns 
ratsed by District residents 

Matter-of-Right ConversiOns 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-fanuly homes 
m R-4 zones Proposed new section 330 7 would permit conversions of existing restdentlal 
bwldmgs to apartment houses with up to four units as a matter-of-nght. The deCision to allow 
matter-of-right conversions ofrowhouses m R-4 zones is a mtstake Family households with 
cluldren need larger housmg umts wtth more bedrooms The Dtstnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the City's extstlng housmg stock, only one-third of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availabihty of smgle-famtly housmg and housmg With 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated With retrumng famtly households. 

' 

The ComprehenSive Plan,gwdes the Dtstnct's development and provides overall gwdance about 
the City's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1.3.1~ Housmg for Famihes: ProVIde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famihes with chtldren by encouragmg new and retammg existing single family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1 3.A, ReVIew Residential Zonmg Regulations: Dunng the reVISion of 
the City's zonmg regulatiOns, reVIew the residential zomng regulatiOns, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-fmmly units to conserve the ctty's inventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, this should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multi-famtly 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment butldmgs goes agrunst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retainmg smgle-famtly homes for fanuhes. Matter-of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be hmtted to two-umts 

Ltmttattons on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-right converstons to apartment houses, I support the 
lunitat1ons on conversions m sect1on 330.7. These hmttattons also should apply to conversions 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addtttons. These hmttattons must apply to two-umt conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from massive rear addttions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immedtate Effecttve Date 

I urge the Zonmg Commtsston to act qwckly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effecttve immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjmnmg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlannmg ts almost one year old. D.C. restdents have been 
wmttng a long ti for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 
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Zoning Commission 
441 4th St NW, Swte 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE. Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning Commissioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal With pop-up developments m R-4 
Distncts. I commend the Zomng Commtssion for taktng thts important step to address concerns 
rmsed by Distnct residents. 

Matter-of-Rtght ConversiOns 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-family homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permtt conversions of existing residential 
buildings to apartment houses With up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The dectsion to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses m R-4 zones IS a mtstake. Famtly households With 
children need larger housmg umts with more bedrooms. The Distnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existmg housmg stock, only one-third of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avmlabihty of smgle-famtly housmg and housmg With 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated With retammg fanuly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Distnct's development and provides overall guidance about 
the city's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

PohcyH-1 3.1, Housmg forFamihes: Provtde a largernumberofhousmgumts for 
famihes With children by encouragmg new and retammg existing smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-13.A, Revtew Residential Zonmg Regulations. Dunng the revision of 
the etty' s zomng regulations, revtew the residential zonmg regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly umts to conserve the city's mventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment bwldmgs goes agmnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretatmng smgle-famtly homes for famthes. Matter-of-nght 
conversions in R-4 should be hmtted to two-units.' 

L1mttations on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-n~t converstons to apartment houses, I support the 
hmttat10ns on converstons m section 330 7 These hmttations also should apply to conversiOns 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addttions. These hmttations must apply to two-unit conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chtmneys and solar panels. 

Immedtate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng Commtsston to act qutckly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adjormng properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanmng ts almost one year old. DC. residents have been 
wmting a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully subrmtted, 

CToj~r 11 ~-~~~~ 
Name 

Stgnature 

Ch.vv-c{., sfree1 /f/0 w~~ 

J-~~ ' 
Oc I 9- 3o 

Address 
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Zomng Comnnssion 
441 4th St. NW, Smte 200-S 
W aslungton, DC 20001 

RE· Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning CommissiOners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal With pop-up developments m R.4 
Districts I commend the Zomng Comrmssion for taking tlus Important step to address concerns 
raised by District residents 

Matter-of-R.tght Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-family homes 
in R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330 7 would permit conversions of extstlng residential 
buildings to apartment houses with up to four uruts as a matter-of-nght. The dectsion to allow 
matter-of-nght conversiOns of rowhouses m R-4 zones ts a mistake. Famtly households With 
cluldren need larger housmg uruts With more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's extsttng housmg stock, only one-tlurd of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of single-famtly housmg and housmg with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated With retrurung famtly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and provtdes overall gwdance about 
the city's planrung The Comprehensive Plan states 

Pohcy H-1.3.1, Housmg for Famthes: Provide a larger number ofhousmg uruts for 
families wtth children by encouragmg new and retaimng existing smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Review Residential Zoning Regulations: During the revision of 
the city's zoning regulations, revtew the residential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly uruts to conserve the City's mventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted in the Land Use Element, this should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-right conversions of single-family rowhouses to apartment buildings goes agmnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretaimng smgle-famtly homes for famihes. Matter-of-nght 
conversiOns m R-4 should be limited to two-uruts. 

LimitatiOns on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmitations on conversions m section 330.7. These lumtabons also should apply to converstons 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions. These hmttations must apply to two-urut conversiOns to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chtmneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng Commtss10n to act quickly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adJoinmg prQperties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Plannmg IS almost one year old. D C. restdents have been 
wruting a long orne for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H lA 6-fl Yv CA tJ &4;L::w D 
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Zorung Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Swte 200~8 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

RE Case No. ZC 14~11 

Dear Zorung CommissiOners· 

Please accept my coinments on the proposed rule to deal wtth poJ?-tiP developments m R-4 
D1stncts. I commend the Zorung Commisston for takmg thts Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by Dtstnct restdents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-fanuly homes 
m R-4 zones Proposed new section 330 7 woufd permit converstons of extsttng residential 
bwldmgs to apartment houses With up to four umts. as a matter .. of-nght The decisiOn to allow 
matter~of-right conversions ofrowhouses in R-4 zones-Is a mistake. Family households with 
children need larger housmg umts with more bedrooms. The District's Comprehenstve Plan 
states that of the City's extsting housmg stock, only one-third of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction_ has been apa.rtznents wtth fewer bedr6o:rns. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of smgle-family housing and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are postttvely correlated with retairung famtly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Dtstnct's development and proVIdes overall gwdance about 
the city's planmng. The Comprehensive Plan states 

Pohcy H-13.1, Housmg for Famthes. Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famthes wtth children by encouragmg new and retammg extstlng smgle famtly 
homes, dl_!plexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom aparqnents. 

Action H-1 3.A, Review Residential Zoning Regulations During the ,reVIsion of 
the City's zorung regUlations, revtew the restdenttal zomng' regulattons, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famdy umts to conserve the Cityj; mventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted m the Land Use Element, fhts should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-fanuly row house's, and another zone for multt-farmly 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversions of single-family rowhouses to ap~ent buildmgs goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretatrung smgle-famtlyhomes for famihes. Matter-of-nght 
conversiOns m R-4 should be hm1ted to two-umts. 

Llmltattons_on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmttattons on conversions in section 330 7. These limitattons also should apply to conversions 
to two-unit flats. Many developers convert rowh~uses to two-uruts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addtttons. These limitations must apply to two-urut conversiOns to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimn~ys and solar panels 

Immediate Effecttve Date 

I urge the Zorung Commission to act qUickly on the changes to the zomng rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjotning properties 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning IS almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
waitmg a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Name 

AddreM~ 
Signature 
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Zorung Comrmsston 
4414th St. NW, Swte 200-S 
W ashmgton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning Commtss10ners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments in R-4 
Districts. I commend the Zoning CommissiOn for takmg this important step to address concerns 
ratsed by Distnct restdents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new sectlon 330.7 would permit conversions of extstmg residential 
buildmgs to apartment houses With up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The deCision to allow 
matter-of-right conversiOns of rowhouses m R-4 zones ts a nustake Family households With 
children need larger housing units with more bedrooms. The Distnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existing housing stock, orlly one-third of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new constructlon has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availabthty of smgle-family housmg and housmg With 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated ~th retatrung family households 

The Comprehensive Plan gwdes the District's development and proVIdes overall gwdance about 
the City's plannmg. The Comprehensive Plan states. 

Po hey H-1 3.1, Housmg for Fanuhes· ProVIde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
families with children by encouragmg new and retatning existing single family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, ReVIew Restdentlal Zomng Regulations: Dunng the reVISion of 
the city's zorung regulations, reVIew the residential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
single-family units to con~erve the ctty's mventory of housing for larger 
households. As noted in the Land Use Element, this should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-fanuly row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversiOns ofsmgle-famlly rowhouses to apartment bulldmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retaining single-family homes for families. Matter-of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be hmtted to two-umts. 

Limitations on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversmns to apartment houses, I support the 
lumtattons on converstons m section 330 7. These lumtattons also should apply to converstons 
to two-unit flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by addmg a floor and large 
rear addtttons. These limttations must apply to two-unit converstons to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear addtttons and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

lmmedtate Effective Date 

I urge the Zoning Commission to act quickly on the changes to the zomng rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJotrung properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanmng ts almost one year old. D.C residents have been 
wwttng a long time for these changes and should not have to wait any longer. 

Respectfully subnu~ 

~~ c~ 
N~e < 

Signature 
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Zorung Commission 
441 4th St NW, Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning CommissiOners. 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments m R-4 
Districts. I commend the Zonmg Commission for takmg thts tmportant step to address concerns 
ratsed by District residents. 

Matter-of-Rtght Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of S1Jlgle-famlly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section~330 7 would permit conversions of existing residential 
bwldmgs to apartment houses with up to four units as a matter-of-right. The deciSIOn to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses m R-4 zones ts a mistake. Famlly households with 
chlldren need larger housmg uruts wtth more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the City~s existing housmg stock, only one-thtrd of the uruts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of smgle-family housmg and housmg wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated with retatnmg family households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and provtdes overall guidance about 
the City's plannmg. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1.3.1, Housmg for Famihes: Provtde a larger number ofhousmg uruts for 
famihes wtth children by encouragmg new and retatnmg extsttng smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Actton H-1.3.A, Review Residential Zonmg Regulations: Dunrig the revtsion of 
the ctty's zonmg regulations, revtew the residential zonmg regulatiOns, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famdy uruts to conserve the ctty's mventory of housmg for larger 
househdlds. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude cieatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-famtly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght converstons of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment buildmgs goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retatnmg smgle-famtly homes for famthes. Matter-of-nght 
conversiOns m R-4 should be limited to two-uruts. 

Ltmttations on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
linutahons on conversions m sechon 330.7. These hmttahons also should apply to conversions 
to two-unit flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by adding a floor and large 
rear addthons These hmttattons must apply to two-unit conversiOns to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

lmmedtate Effecttve Date 

I urge the Zorung Commtsston to act quickly on the changes to the zorung rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJotrung properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanrung ts almost one year old. DC residents have been 
wathng a long hme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Resp"H:_ submitt~, 'f---. , 

_/)~~~ 

Address /f\ . 
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Zorung Commtssion 
441 4th St NW, Suite 200-S 
Washingto~ DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung Commissioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal With pop-up developments m R-4 
Distncts. I commend the Zorung Commission for taktng thts Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by Distnct residents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve t4e proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-famtly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would penntt Conversions of existmg residential 
butldmgs to apartment houses with up to four units as a matter-of-nght. The dectston to allow 
matter-of-nght converstons ofrowhouses in R-4 zones ts a mtstake. Famtly households With 
children need larg~ housmg uruts With more bedrooms. The Dtstnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the ctty's extsttng housmg stock, only one-thtrd of the uruts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments With fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availabihty of single-family housing and housmg wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are postttvely correlated wtth retatrung famtly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan gwdes the Dtstnct's development and provtdes overall gutdance about 
the city's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states· 

Pohcy H-1.3.1, Housmg for Famthes: Provtde a larger number ofhousmg uruts for 
fanuhes With children by enCQuragmg new and retatnmg extsttng smgle famtly 
hqmes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Actton H-1.3.A, Revtew Restdentlal Zonmg Regulattons: Durmg the revision of 
the ctty' s zomng regulations, revtew the restdenttal zorung regulattons, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
single-family umts to conserve the ctty's mventory of housing for larger 
households As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multt-famtly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversiOns of smgle-famlly rowhouses to apartment buildmgs goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retatnmg smgle-famlly homes for famthes Matter-of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be limited to two-uruts. 

Ltmttattons on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limttattons on conversiOns m section 330 7 These limitations also should apply to conversiOns 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addttions. These hmttattons must apply to two-umt conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from masstve rear addtttons and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effecttve Date 

I urge the Zoning Coibmlssion to act quickly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective Immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjommg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanmng is almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
wmttng a long ttme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alison M~t>JV 
Name 

Address 
Akt)'M A/~ 

Signature 
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Zomng Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 200-S 
W aslungton, DC 20001 

RE· Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung Commissioners· 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Districts. I commend the Zomng Commission for takmg this Important step to address concerns 
rmsed by Dtstnct residents 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
m R -4 zones Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversions of existmg residential 
bwldmgs to apartment houses With up to four umts as a matter-of-right. The decision to allow 
matter-of-right conversions oftowhouses m R-4 zones is a mtstake. Famtly ho\lseholds with 
clnldren need larger housmg umts with more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the etty's existing housmg stock, ohly one-tlnrd of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of single-family housing and housmg with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated with retaining family households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and proVIdes overall guidance about 
the city's planrung The Comprehenstve Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1.3.1, Housmg for Famthes: ProVIde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famthes With children by encouragmg new and retatmng extstlng smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Review Restdential Zomng Regulations. Dunng the revtston of 
the city's zomng regulations, reVIew the residential zorung regulations, particularly 
the R-4 Jrow house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly umts to conserve the etty's mventory of ho1171mg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, tins should mcl;ude creating an~-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multi-famtly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversiOns of single-famtly rowhouses to apartment bwldings goes against the 
Comprehenstve Plan's goal of retammg smgle-famtly homes for famthes. Matter-of-nght 
conversions in R-4 should be limited to two-umts. 

Limitations on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversiOns to apartment houses, I support the 
lurutahons on conversiOns in section 330 7 These limttahons also should apply to converSions 
to two-unit flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-untts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addtttons. These hmttattons must apply to twc;>-urut convemons to protect adJacent 
properties from masstve rear addtttons and upper floors that block chtmneys and solar panels. 

lmmedtate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng Commission to act quickly on the changes to the zomng rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmedtately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjoming properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning is almost one year old. DC. restdents have been 
waiting a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer 
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Zo111Jlg Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Swte 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng Commissioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Districts I commend the Zonmg Commisston for takmg thts Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by Distnct residents 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-famtly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330 7 would pemut convemons of existing residential 
butldmgs to apartment houses wtth up to fow umts as a matter-of-nght The dectsion to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses in R-4 zones IS a mistake. Family households wtth 
children need larger housmg umts with more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existing housmg stock, only one-third of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new ~nstruction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of smgle-fanuly housmg and housmg wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated With retatmng family households 

The Comprehensive Plan gwdes the District's development and provides overall gwdance about 
the etty' s planmng. The Comprehensive Plan states. 

Pohcy H -1.3.1, Housmg for Fanuhes: Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
families with children by encouraging new and retaimng existing single family 
homes, 'duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Revtew Residential Zomng Regulations: Durtng the revtston of 
the city's zomng regulations, revtew the reSidential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly umts to conserve the City's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude _creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-famtly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment butldmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretatrung smgle-famtly homes for families. Matter;of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be hmited to two-umts 

Limitations on ConversiOns 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmitattons on conversions in section 330 7 These limitations also should apply to conversions 
to two-unit flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-untts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addtttons. These hmttattons must apply to two-umt conversiOns to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear addtttons and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zonmg Commission to act qwckly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective Immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjommg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Plannmg ts almost one year old D C residents have been 
watttng a long ttme for these changes and should not have to wait any longer. 
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Zomng Conurussion 
441 4th St NW, Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng Conumssioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments in R-4 
DIStricts. I commend the Zomng Commission for takmg this Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by Distnct residents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-famtly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330 7 would permit conversions of existing residential 
bwldmgs to apartment houses wtth up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses in R-4 zones is a nnstake Family households wtth 
children neep.larger housmg units wtth more bedrooms. The Dtstrict's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the City's existmg housmg stock, only one-third of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the ~vailabihty of smgle-family housmg and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated with retaming family households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Dtstnct's development and provtdes overall guidance about 
the city's planmng. The Comprehensive Plan states· 

Policy H -1.3 1, Housing for Famihes: Provtde a larger number ofhousing units for 
fannhes with children _by encouragmg new and retatrung existing smgle fannly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1 3.A, Revtew Resident}al Zomng Regulations Durtng the revision of 
the city's zonmg regulations, review the residential zoning regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-fannly umts to conserve the city's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, this should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-fannly row houses, and another zone for multt-fannly 
row house flats 

Matter-of-right conversions of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment bwldmgs goes agm.nst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retaining single-fannlyhomes for families Matter-of-right 
conversiOns m R-4 should be hmited to two-units. 

Limitations on ConversiOns 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
lirmtations on conversiOns m section 330.7. These hm1tat10ns also should apply to converstons 
to two-urut flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-uruts by adding a floor and large 
rear additions. These limitations must apply to two-urut conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from masstve rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immedtate Effective Date 

I urge the Zoning Commission to act quickly on the changes to the zomng rules and to make the 
final rule effective immedtately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJOlnlng properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planmng ts almost one year old D C restdents have been 
wmtmg a long time for these changes and should not have to wmt any longer 

Respectfully submitted, 

2lU~~ ,("1U I.J-b:1 '--
Name 

Addr~JZv1 ,/ 
Stgnature 
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Zoning Commtssion 
441 4th St. NW, Swte 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung Commissioners 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal With pop-up developments m R-4 
Districts. I commend the Zorung CommissiOn for taking this important step to address concerns 
ratsed by District residents 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-family homes 
in R-4 zones Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversiOns of existing residential 
buildmgs~o apartment houses with up t~ four uruts ~ a matter-of-nght. The decision to allo"Y 
matter-of-nght conversiOns ofrowhouses,m R-4 zones IS a mistake Family households With 
children need larger housmg uruts With more bedrooms. The Pistnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existmg housing stock, oqly one-third of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabihty ofsmgle-family housmg and housmg with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated With retatrung family households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and provides overall guidance about 
the city's planrung. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Po hey H -1.3 .1, Housing for Families: Provtde a larger number ofhousmg UllltS for 
famthes With children by encouragmg new and retairung existmg smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

Action H-1.3.A, ReVIew Residential'Zorung Regulations. During the reVIsion of 
the City's zorung regulations, reVIew the restdential zorung regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
single-family units to conserve the City's mventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted in the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-Tamily row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. · 

Matter-of-nght convers10ns of smgle-family rowhouses to apartment buildmgs goes agatnst the 
Comprehenstve Plan's goal of retatnmg smgle-family homes for famthes Matter-of-nght 
convetsions in R-4 should be limited to two-units. 

Ltmitattons on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmttattons on conversions m section 330 7 These limitations also should apply to conversions 
to two-unit flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addttions. These limitations must apply to two-umt conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zonmg Commission to act qwckly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective Immediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJOirung properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlannmg IS almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
wattmg a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Resp~ctfully submttted, 

r? t t !U '!> 14- (Yl &/J/1 ~ fZ £-
Name 

rf? /f/ 5f YtJ v 

~S11Mtlh/ 
Signa e 
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Zomng Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning CoiiliillssiOners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Distncts I commend the Zonmg CoiiliillSSion for taking thts Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by District residents. 

Matter-of-Rtght Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed-rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-family homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would pennit conversions of existing residenttal 
butldings to apartment houses wtth up to four units as a matter-of-nght The dectsion to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions of rowhouses m R-4 zones IS a mistake. Famtly households wtth 
chtldren need larger housmg umts wtth more bedrooms The Distnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existing housmg stock, only one-thtrd of the uni!s have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new constructton has been apartments with fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlab1hty of smgle-famtly housmg and housmg w1th 
more rooms are two factors that are pos1ttvely correlated w1th retatrung famtly households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Distnct's development and provides overall guidance about 
the city's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states 

Pohcy H-1.3.1, Housmg for Famthes: Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
' famthes wtth chtldren by encouragmg new and retatnmg ex1stmg smgle famtly 

homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Actton H-1.3.A, Revtew Residenttal Zonmg Regulattons: Dunng the revision of 
the ctty' s zoning regulations, review the residential zomng regulattons, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly umts to conserve the city's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creattng an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-family rowhouses to apartment butldtngs goes agatnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retatnJng smgle-famtly homes for fam1hes. Matter-of-nght 
conversions in R-4 should be limited to two-units 

Ltm1tattons on ConversiOns 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversions in section 330.7. These limitations also should apply to conversions 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addtbons. These hmttabons must apply to two-umt conversiOns to protect adJacent 
properties from masstve rear addtbons and upper floors that block chtmneys and solar panels. 

Immedtate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng CommtsSton to act qutckly on the changes to the zomng rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmedtately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adjoimng properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning ts almost one year old. D.C. restdents have been 
waiting a long time for these changes and shpuld not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submttted, 

Soca+--~AA~ 
Name 

l'iO\ 

~w~~"' 
Signature 
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Zomng Commtssion 
441 4th St. NW, Sutte 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung Commtsstoners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zomng CommissiOn for taktng thts Important step to address concerns 
raised by Dtstnct restdents 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330 7 would permtt conversiOns of extstmg restdential 
butldmgs to apartment houses with up to four units as a matter-of-right The deciSion to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses in R-4 zones ts a mtstake. Fam~ly housepolds wtth 
children need larger housmg uruts wtth more bedroom$. The District's Comprehenstve Plan 
states that of the City's existmg housmg stock, only one-thrrd of the uruts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of single-family housing and housing With 
more rooms are two factors that are postttvely correlated wtth retammg famtly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan gutdes the DistriCt's development and provtdes overall gutdance about 
the City's planrung. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1.3.1, Housmg for Faimhes: Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
families wtth children by encouragmg new and retammg existtng smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three-,and four-bedroom apartments 

Actton H-1 3.A, Revtew Residenttal Zomng Regulations. During the reviSion of 
the ctty's zonmg regulattons~ revtew the restdenttal zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-family uruts to conserve the city's mventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-fannly row houses, and another zone for multt-fanuly 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversions of single-fanuly rowhouses to apartment buildmgs goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retammg smgle-fam.Ily homes for families. Matter-of-nght 
conversiOns m R-4 should be hmtted to two-uruts 

Ltm1tattons on ConversiOns 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght converstons to apartment houses, I support the 
limttattons on conversiOns m section 330 7 These lmutattons also should apply to conversions 
to two-urut flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by adding a floor and large 
rear addttions These limitations must apply to two-unit conversiOns to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear addttions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immedtate Effective Date 

I urge the Zorung Commission to act quickly on the changes to the zorung rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjotnmg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planrung ts almost one year old D C restdents have been 
watttng a long ttme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer 

Respectfully submitted, 0 

~ t- 1261 ~A f\tu G0 /J\)-< J 
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Zorung CoiniDlssion 
441 4th St. NW~ Sutte 200-S 
W ashtngton~ DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung Commissioners. 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments in R-4 
Districts. I commend the Zoning Commission for taking this rmportant step to address concerns 
ratsed by Distnct residents. 

Matter-of-Rtght Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes (ar enough to protect the supply of smgle-famtly homes 
in R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversions of existing residential 
butldmgs to apartment houses with up to four umts as a matter-of-nght The deCision to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses in R-4 zones IS a mistake Famtly households with 
chtldren need larger housmg umts wtth more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existing housmg stock, only one-third of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of smgle-famtly housmg and housmg wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated wtth retainmg famtly households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and provtdes overall gwdance about 
the city's planmng. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1 3.1, Housmg for Famthes: Provtde a larger nutnber of housing umts for 
fam1hes with children by encouraging new and retaining existing single family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Revtew' Residential Zoning Regulations· During the reVISion of 
the ctty's zomng regulations, revtew the restd~tlal zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-family units to conserve the, city's ,mventory of housing for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, this should include creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght converstons of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment butldmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retmmng smgle-fam1ly homes for famihes. Matter-~f-nght 
conversiOns m R-4 should be hmited to two-units. 

Ltm1tat10ns on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
lumtatlons on conversions m sectlon 330 7. These hmitatlons also should apply to conversions 
to two-unit flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by addmg a floor and large 
rear additlons. These lumtatmns must apply to two-urut conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immedtate Effecnve Date 

I urge the Zonmg Commtssmn to act qmckly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjoining properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning IS almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
wattmg a long ttme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

m 
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Zonmg Comnusston 
441 4th St. NW,'Swte 200-S 
Waslnngton, DC 20001 

RE Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung C01mmssmners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Distncts. I commend the Zonmg Comnussmn for talong thts Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by Distnct restdents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversmns 

I do not bebeve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-famtly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversmns of ex1stmg restdentlal 
butldmgs to apartment houses With up to four uruts as a matter-of-nght The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses in ~-4 zones is a mistake. Famtly households with 
cluldren need larger housing uruts With more bedrooms The Distnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the City's exiSting housmg stock, only one-tlnrd of the uruts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments With fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehenstve Plan also states that the avatlabihty of single-famtly housing and housmg with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated with retaining family households. 

The Comprehensive Plan gwdes the Distnct's development and provtdes overall guidance about 
the city's planrung. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1 3 I, Housing for Families. Provtde a larger number ofhousing units for 
famibes With children by encouraging new and retaining extstlng smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3 A, Revtew Residential Zomng Regulatmns: Durmg the revtsion of 
the citY's zoning regulations, review the residential zoning regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-family units to conserve the city's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, tlns should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversmns of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment bwldmgs goes agmnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofr~tatning smgle-famtlyhomes for families. Matter-of-right 
conversions m R-4 should be bmited to two-uruts. 

Limitations on Conversmns 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmttatlons on converstons m sectton 330 7. These limitations also should apply to conversions 
to two-umt flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions These limitations must apply to two-untt converstons to protect adJacent 
properties from masstve rear addttlons and upper floors that block chunneys and solar panels 

Immediate Effecttve Date 

I urge the Zoning Commission to act qwckly on the changes to the zomng rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmedtately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJOlillng properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning IS almost one year old. D.C residents have been 
wmtmg a long time for these changes and should not have to wait any longer. 

Respectfully submixed, 

A~~r.ev 
Name 

Address ~ W' ' 
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Zorung Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE. Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung Commissioners 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments m R-4 
Distncts. I commend the Zonmg Commtssmn for tala_ng thts tmportant step to address concerns 
rmsed by Dtstnct residents. 

Matter-of-Rtght Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule ogoes far enough to protect the supply of single-family homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new sectmn 330 7 would penmt conversions of extstmg residential 
buildings to apartment houses with up to four umts as a matter-of-nght The dectston to allow 
matter-of-nght conversiOns of rowhouses m R-4 zones ts a mistake. Fa.nnly households wtth 
children need larger housmg umts wtth more bedrooms. The Distnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's extstmg houSJ,ng stock, only one-thtrd of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new constructiOn has been apartments with fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availabthty of singl/e-farruly housmg and housmg with 
q1ore rooms are two factors that are posttively correlated wtth retmmng family households 

The Comprehensive Plan,gwdes the Distnct's development and provides overall guidance about 
the City's planmng. The Comprehensive Plan states. 

Pohcy H-1.3.1, Housmg for Families: Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
families wtth children by encouragmg new and retammg existmg smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, a,nd three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Revtew Residential Zorung Regulations. Dunng the reviston of 
the etty' s zomng regulations, revtew the residential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly umts to conserve the ctty's mventory/ of housmg for larger 
households As noted m the Land Use Element, tlns should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversions of single-family rowhouses to apartment butldmgs goes agmnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretammg smgle-famtlyhomes for famthes. Matter-of-nght 
conversions in R-4 should be limtted to two-units. 

Limitations on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversmns to apartment houses, I support the 
hmitahons on conversions m sechon 330 7. These hmitatmns also should apply to conversions 
to two-unit flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by adding a floor and large 
rear addihons. These hrmtahons must apply to two-urut conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zonmg Comrmssmn to act qwckly on the changes to the zorung rules and to make the 
final rule effective Immediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJolnlng properties 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanrung IS almost one year old D.C. residents have been 
Wathng a long time for these changes and should not have to wait any longer. 

Respectfully subnntted, ! 
JW~ ~:tt 

Signature 
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Zorung Commtsston 
441 4th St NW, Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 2000 I 

RE. Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zonmg Commissioners· 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zonmg Commtsston for talang thts rmportant step to address concerns 
ra.tsed by Dtstnct restdents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-family homes 
m R-4 zones Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversions of eXIstmg residential 
buildings to apartment houses with up to four uruts as a matter-of-nght. The dects10n to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions of rowhouses m R-4 zones ts a mtstake. Famtly households With 
chddren need larger housmg uruts wtth more bedrooms. The Dtstrict's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the ctty's extstmg housmg stock, only one-third of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabthty of smgle-farmly housmg and houSing With 
more rooms are two factors that are posttively correlated wtth retalnmg famlly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan gutdes the District's development and provides overall gwdance about 
the city's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states. 

Po hey H-1.3 1, Housmg for Famthes: Provtde a larger number ofhousmg uruts for 
famthes wtth children by encouragmg new and retatmng extstmg single famlly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

Action H-1.3.A, Revtew Restdenttal Zonmg Regulations· Durtng the~evtston of 
I 

the etty' s zorung regulation$, revtew the restdenttal ~omng regulatiOns, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly uruts to conserve the city's inventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted in the Land Use Element, this should include creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght converstons of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment buildmgs goes agatnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretatmng smgle-famllyhomes for famthes Matter-of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be hmited to two-uruts 

LliDltatlons on Conversions 



Although I don:t support matter-of-nght converstons to apartment houses, I support the 
hmttattons pn converstons m sectton 330.7. These hmttattons also should apply to converstons 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addtttons. These hmttattons must apply to two-umt converstons to protect adjacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effecttve Date 

I urge the Zomng Commtsston to act qwckly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmedtately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjoimng properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanmng ts almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
wmttng a long ttme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer 

Respectfully submttted, 

1 0 .e Cl\}(t G \[(}., 
Name 

\~\ \ 1"'~ 51- ~\N '\\=--zJj\( t>c_l l_(j(J() \ 
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Zorung Commtsston 
441 4th St. NW, Sutte 200-S 
W ashmgton, DC 20001 

RE. Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng Commtsstoners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts I commend the Zoning CommissiOn for tilktng thts tmportant step to address concerns 
raised by Distnct restdents. 

Matter-of-Rtght Converstons 

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-fanuly homes 
tn'R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would penrut converstons of extsttng restdenttal 
butldmgs to apartment houses With up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght converstons of rowhouses in R·4 zones ts a mistake Fanuly households wtth 
children need larger housmg units With more bedrooms. The Dtstnct's Comprehenstve Plan 
states that of the etty's existing housmg stock, only one-thtrd of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new ~construction has been apartments With fewer bedrooms. The 

_Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabthty of smgle-family housing and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are posttively correlated with retaining family households. 

The Comprehenstve Plan gwdes the Distnct's development and provtdes overall gutdance about 
the etty's planmng The Comprehenstve Plan states: 

Policy H-1 3 I, Housing for Families: Provide a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famtlies with children by encouragtng new and retammg extstmg smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

Action H-1 3 A, Review Restdential Zomng Regulations· During the revtsion of 
the ctty' s zoning regulations, revtew the restdential zomng regulations, parttcularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-family umts to conserve the ctty's mventory of housing for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multi-fanuly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-right conversions of single-family rowhouses to apartment buildings goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretmmng smgle-fanuly homes for famthes. Matter-of-nght 
converstons tn R-4 should be hmited to two-umts. 

Ltmttattons on ConversiOns 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conv~tons to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversions m section 330.7 These limitations also should apply to conversions 
to two-unit flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by adding a floor and large 
rear addltlons. These hmitatlons must apply to two-unit conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zorung Cornnusston to act qutckly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective munediately to protect row house netghborhoods and adJommg properties 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlannmg is almost one year old. D C residents have been 
watting a long time for these changes and should not have to wmt any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

c:w-1N1 £n:x:n 
Name 

A~~ 
Signature'1 
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Zoning Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung Commissioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal With pop-up developments m R-4 
Districts. I commend the Zorung Commission for takmg this Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by District residents. 

Matter-of-Rtght Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-family homes 
m R-4 zones Proposed new section 330.7 would permtt conversiOns of\extstmg residential 
buildtngs to apartment houses with up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The deetsion to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses m R-4 zones IS a mistake. Family households With, 
children need larger housmg uruts With more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existmg housmg stock, only one-third of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartm~ts with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabihty of smgle-famtly housmg and housmg With 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated With retatrung family households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and provides overall gutdance about 
the city's planrung. !Jle Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1 3 1, Housmg for Famihes· ProVIde a larger nwnber ofhousmg uruts for 
famihes With children by encouragmg new and retaining existing smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, ReVIew Residential Zorung Regulations- Durtng the reVIsion of 
the City's zorung regulations, reVIew the restdential zorung regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
single-family units to conserve the etty's inventory of housing for larger 
households. As noted in the Land Use Element, this should include creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversiOns of single-famtly row houses to apartment butldmgs goes agmnst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretmrung smgle-famtlyhomes for fam1hes. Matter-of-right 
conversiOns m R-4 should be limited to two-units. 

Limitations on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversiOns m section 330.7. These lumtations also should apply to conversiOns 
to two-urut flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-uruts by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions. These lumtations must apply to two-urut conversiOns to protect adjacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zorung Commission to act qwckly on the changes to the zorung rules and to make the 
final rule effective Immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjoirung properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanrung IS almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
waiting a long time for these changes and should not have to wait any longer 

Respectfully submitted, 

kff"~y z4ttv~p 
Name 

Signature ~
7 
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Zomilg Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Swte 200-S 
Waslungton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning Comnnssioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zonmg Commission for takmg this Important step to address concerns 
rmsed by Dtstnct residents 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-fmmly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversiOnS of existing residential 
buildings to apartment houses with up to four units as a matter-of-right. The deciSIOn to allow 
matter-of-right converstons ofrowhouses m R-4 zones IS a mtstake. Famtly hoilseholds wtth 
children need larger housmg umts wtth more bedrooms. the Distnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the City's existing housmg stock, only one-third of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of smgle-famtly housmg and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are posttively correlated wtth retammg famtly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan gwdes the Distnct's development and provtdes overall gwdance about 
the cit):''s planrung The Comprehensive Plan states 

Pohcy H-1.3.1, Housmg for Families. Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famthes wtth children by encouragmg new and retammg existing smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Revtew Residential Zonmg Regulations: During the revision of 
the City's zonmg regulations, revtew the residential zomng regulations, parttctilarly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-fmmly umts to conserve the etty's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, tht$ should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversiOns of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment bwldings goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretaming smgle-famtlyhomes for families.- Matter-of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be limited to two-umts 

Ltmttatmns on Convemons 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmitattons on conversions m section 330.7 These hmttations also should apply to conversions 
to two-umt flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addttions. These hmitations must apply to two-unit conversiOns to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear addittons and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zorung Commission to act quickly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adjotrung properties 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanrung IS almost one year old. DC restdents have been 
wwtmg a long trme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer 

Respectfully submitted, 

fviM\9#~ 

Stgn / 
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Zonmg Commission 
441 4th St NW, Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng CommissiOn~: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments in R-4 
Districts. I commend the Zoning Commission for taking this rmportant step to address concerns 
rmsed by District residents. ' 

Matter-of-Right ConversiOns 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-family homes 
in R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permtt conversiOns of existmg residential 
bmldmgs to apartment houses with up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The deCISion to allow 
matter-of-nght conversiOns ofrowhouses m R-4 zones IS a rmstake. Family households with 
children need lar,ger housmg umts with more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existing housmg stock, only one-third of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of smgle-family housmg and housmg wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated with retmmng family households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and provides overall guidance about 
the city's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states. 

Po hey H-1 3 1, Housmg for Farmhes: ProVIde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famihes wtth children by encouragmg new and retalmng existmg smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

Action H-1.3.A, Review Residential Zomng Regulations; Durmg the revision of 
the City's zomng regulations, reVIew the residential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone -"Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-family umts to conserve the city's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, tlns should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght conversiOns ofsmgle-family rowhouses to apartment buildmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretmmng smgle-fanulyhomes for famihes. Matter-of-nght 
conversions in R-4 should be limited to two-units 

Ltmitations-on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
llinitatmns on eonversmns m section 330 7 These limitations also should apply to conversions 
to two-unit flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions. These limttahons must apply to two-umt conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear addihons and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate E:ffechve Date 

I urge the Zomng Commission to act qwckly on the changes to the zomng rules and to make the 
final rule e:ffechve tmmedtately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adJoinmg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planmng is almost one year old. D C. residents have been 
wathng a long hme for these changes and should not have to wait any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A~ T-1\?M¥~ 
Name 

Addr:214- \'h -=-
Signature ~ 
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Zonmg Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 200-S 
W ashmgton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No ZC 14-11 

Dear Zoning Commissioners 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments in R-4 
Distncts. I commend the Zonmg CommissiOn for takmg this Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by Distnct residents 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
in R-4 zones Proposed new section 330.7 would permtt conversions of existmg residential 
bwldmgs to apartment houses with up to four umts as a matter-of-nght The decisiOn to allow 
matter-of-nght conversions ofrowhouses m R-4 zones IS a rmstake. Family households With 
children need larger housmg umts with more bedrooms The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's existing housmg stock, only one-third of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabthty of smgle-fanuly housmg and housmg With 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated with retatning family households 

The Comprehensive Plan gwdes the District's development and provtdes overall gwdance about 
the city'~ plannmg. The Comprehensive Plan states. 

Pohcy H-1 3.1, Housmg for Famihes: Provtde a larger number of housing umts for 
families with children by encouraging new and retaining existing single farmly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Revtew Residential Zonmg Regulations: Dunng the revtsion of 
the city's zomng regulations, review the residential zoning regulatiOns, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-fannly umts to conserve the city's inventory of housing for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, this should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-farmly row houses, and another zone for multi-farmly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversiOns of smgle-farmly rowhouses to apartment buddmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretaimng smgle-family homes for families Matter-of-right 
conversiOns m R-4 should be hmited to two-umts. 

Limltattons on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
bmltatlons on conversions In section 330.7. These hmitations also should apply to conversiOns 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by adding a floor and large 
rear additions. These hmitations must apply to two-unit conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng Commission to act quickly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJOining properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlanmng ts almost one year old. D.C. residents have been 
watting a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

1\;8-!kL, '[ ~ 1~ [ 1/l)t, 
Name 

+a v~ !t-- /lJ t 
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Zorung Commission 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 200-S 
W aslnngton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung CommissiOners. 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments in R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zorung Cmmmss10n for takmg tlns rmportant step to address concerns 
rmsed by Dlstnct residents 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-famtly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permtt conversiOns of existing residential 
buildmgs to apartment houses With up to four units as a matter-of-right The decision to allow 
matter-of-right conversions ofrowhouses m R-4 zones IS a mistake. Famtly households wtth 
children need larger housmg uruts wtth more bedrooms. The Dtstnct's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the City's extstmg housmg stock, only one-tlnrd of the uruts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments With fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of smgle-family housing and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated With retairung famtly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Dlstnct's development and proVIdes overall gutdance about 
the City's planrung The Comprehensive Plan states· 

Policy H-1 3 1, Houslhg for Famtlies: Provide a larger number ofho6.smg uruts for 
famthes wtth clnldren by encouragmg new and retammg extstmg smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

Action H -1.3 A, ReVIew Residential Zorung Regulations During the revision of 
the city's zoning regulations, reVIew the residential zoning regulatlons, particularly 
the R-4 (row hous~) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
single-family uruts to, conserve the ctty's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-famtly 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-right conversions of single-family rowhouses to apartment buildings goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretammg smgle-familyhomes for famthes. Matter-of-right 
COllverstons m R-4 should be hmtted to two-uruts 

Limitations on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversions m section 330 7 These hmitations also should apply to conversions 
to two-unit flats Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by adding a floor and large 
rear additions. These limitations must apply to two-urut conversions to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels 

lmmedtate Effective Date 

I urge the Zoning Commtssion to act qwckly on the changes to the zorung rules and to make the 
final rule effective Immediately to protect rowhouse netghborhoods and adJommg properties 
The first proposal from the Office of Planmng IS almost one year old D C residents have been 
waiting a fong time for these changes and should not have to wait any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

f\ Q.YQn 'ko.mseJ 
Name 
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Zonmg Commission 
441 4th St NW, Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zorung CommisSioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal with pop-up developments m R-4 
( 

Dtstncts. I commend the Zorung Commission for takmg thts Important step to address concerns 
ratsed by District residents. 

Matter-of-Right Conversions 

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-famtly homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversions of existmg residential 
bmldmgs to apartment houses wtth up to foll( uruts as a matter-of-nght The decision to allow 
matter-of-right conversions ofrowhouses in R-4 zones is a mistake. Family households with 
cluldren need larger housmg uruts with more bedrooms. The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the ctty's existmg housmg stock~ only one-thtrd of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction ®.8 beep apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of smgle-family housing and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are poSitively correlated with retaining family households. 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and proVIdes overall guidance about 
the city's planmng The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Po hey H-13.1, Housmg for Famthes: ProVIde a larger number of housing units for 
families wtth children by encpuragmg new and retaimng existing smgle family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1.3.A, Rev!_ew Residential Zoning Regulations: During the revision of 
the city's zomng regulations, review the residential zoning regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-family uruts to conserve the ctty's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, this should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-fannly row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats 

Matter-of-right conversions of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment bmldmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretaimng smgle-famtlyhomes for families. Matter-of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be ltmited to two-uruts. 

Ltm1tations on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversiOns m section 330.7. These hmttahons also should apply to conversions 
to two-unit flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-units by addmg a floor and large 
rear additions These hmttat10ns must apply to two-umt conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng Commtss10n to act qwckly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective Immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adJoimng properties 
The first proposal from the Office of Plannmg IS almost one year old D C residents have been 
waiting a long time for these changes and should not have to wait any longer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JYJ\1\(t\\e ~\\S 
Name 

\~~S MMSe ~DC 
Address~ 
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Zoning Commission 
441 4th St NW, Swte200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng Commtsstoners. 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zonmg Commtsston for takmg thts tmportant step to address concerns 
ratsed by Dtstnct restdents 

Matter-of-Rtght Converstons 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-fanuly homes 
in R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversions ofexistingresidenttal 
buildings to apartment houses with up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The deClston to allow 

\ 

matter-of-nght converstons ofrowhouses m R-4 zones ts a mtstake. Farmly household~ wtth 
chtldren need larger housmg umts wtth more bedrooms. The Distnct's Comprehenstve Plan 
states that of the etty's exts~mg housmg stock, only one-third of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new constructton has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehenstve Plan also states that the avatlabthty of smgle-farruly housmg and housmg with 
more rooms are,two factors that are positively correlated wtth retatmng famtly households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Dtstnct's development and proVIdes overall guidance about 
the city's planning. The Comprehensive Plan states. 

Policy H-1.3 I, Housmg for Famihes: ProVIde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
famihes wtth chtldren by encouragmg new and retatmng existmg smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

Action H-1 3.A, ReVIew Restdential Zomng RegulatiOns: Dunng the reviston of 
the ctty' s zomng regulations, reVIew the restdential zomng regulations, parttcularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-farnily umts to conserve the ctty's mventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should include creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght converstons of smgle-famtly rowhouses to apartment butldmgs goes agatnst the 
CompreheQ.stve Plan's goal of retal.mng smgle-fa.nuly homes for fanuhes Matter-of-nght 
converstons in R-4 should be limited to two-units. 

Limitations on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
limitations on conversionS m section 330.7. These hmttattons also should apply to_converstons 
to two-umt flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addtttons These hmttattons must apply to two-umt conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from masstve rear addtttons and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effective Date 

I urge the Zonmg Commtsston to act qwckly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adJotrung properties. 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlannmg ts almost one year old. D.C. reSidents have been 
watting a long trme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer 

Respectfully subrmtted, 

Sas ~ ~bt\lN'b 0~ 
Name 

Z(bZ 
Address ~ r;;: 
Signature 
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Zoning Commisston 
441 4th St. NW, Swte 200-S 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No ZC 14-11, 

Dear Zoning Commtsstoners 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zonmg Commtsston for takmg thts rmportant step to address concerns 
ratsed by Dtstnct restdents. 

Matter-of-Right Converstons 

I do not beheve the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-fannly homes 
in R-4 zones Proposed new section 330 7 would permtt converstons of extsttng restdential 
buildings to apartment houses with up to four tiflits as a matter-of-nght The decision to allow 
matter-of-nght converstons ofrowhouses m R-4 zones is a rmstake. Fannly households wtth 
children need larger housmg umts with more bedrooms. The Dtstnct's Comprehenstve Plan 
states that of the ctty's extstlng housmg stock, only one-thtrd of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments wtth fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the availability of single-family housing and housing with 
more rooms are two factors that are positively correlated wtth retatnmg fannly households. 

The Comprehensive Plan gwdes the Dtstnct's development and provtdes overall gutdance about 
the city's planmng The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1.3.1, Housmg for Famthes: Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
fannhes wtth children by encouraging new and retatmng extstmg smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments. 

ActlorrH-1.3.A, Revtew Residential Zonmg Regulations· During the revtsion of 
the ctty' s zomng regulations, revtew the restdentlal zonmg regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone. ~e necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
smgle-famtly units to conserve the_ city's mventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creatmg an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversions of smgle-family rowhouses to apartment butldmgs goes against the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal ofretatmng smgle-famtlyhomes for famihes. Matter-of-nght 
conversiOns m R-4 should be hmtted to two-umts. 

L1m1tat1ons on Converstons 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmttat10ns on conversions in section 330.7. These hmitattons also should apply to converstons 
to two-unit flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-umts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addttlons. These hmttattons must apply to two-umt converstons to protect adJacent 
properties from masstve rear addttlons and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

lmmedtate Effective Date 

I urge the Zomng Commtss10n to act qutckly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmedtately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjommg properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning is almost one year old. D_C. restdents have been 
wattmg a long ttme for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submttted, 

NtL~~o{:J 9~~ 
Name 

A~ 
St ature 
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Zomng Comnussmn 
441 4th St. NW, Swte 200-S 
Washmgton, DC 20001 

RE: Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear_Zomng Comnussioners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal With pop-up developments m R-4 
Districts. I co~end the Zoning CommiSSion for taking this important step to address concerns 
raised by District residents. 

Matter-of-Right Converstons 

I do not believe the proposed rule goes far enough to protect the supply of single-family homes 
m R-4 zones. Proposed new section 330.7 would permit conversions of existing residential 
butldmgs to apartment houses wtth up to four umts as a matter-of-nght. The deetston to allow 
matter-of-nght converstons of rowhouses m R-4 zones ts a mtstake Famtly households With 
children need larger housmg umts With more bedrooms The District's Comprehensive Plan 
states that of the city's extsting housing stock, only one-thtrd of the units have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments With fewer bedrooms The 
Comprehenstve Plan also states that the avatlabthty of smgle-family housmg and housmg With 
more rooms are two factors that are posttively correlated With retatrung family households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the District's development and provides overall guidance about 
the ctty's planmng. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Po hey H -1 3 1, Housmg for Families· ProVIde a larger number of housing umts for 
families with children by encouragmg new and retatrung extsting smgle famtly 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

Action H-1.3 A, ReVIew Restdential Zonmg Regulations. Dunng the revtston of 
the ctty's zomng regulations, reVIew the restdential zomng regulations, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
single-family umts to conserve the city's inventory of housmg for larger 
households As noted in the Land Use Element, thts should mclude creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-family row houses, and another zone for multi-family 
row house flats. 

Matter-of-nght conversiOns of single-famtly rowhouses to apartment bwldmgs goes agatnst the 
Comprehenstve Plan's goal of retatmng smgle-famtly homes for famthes Matter-of-nght 
conversions in R-4 should be limited to two-units. 

Limitations on ConversiOns 



Although I don't support matter-of-nght conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmitabons on conversiOns m section 330.7. These hmitabons also should apply to conversions 
to two-urut flats. Many developers convert rowhouses' to two-units by adding a floor and large 
rear additions. These hmttations must apply to two-unit conversiOns to protect adJacent 
properties from massive rear additions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

Immediate Effecbve Date 

I urge the Zonmg Commission to act quickly on the changes to the zonmg rules and to make the 
final rule effective immediately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adJoimng properties 
The first proposal from the Office ofPlannmg Is almost one year old. D.C residents have been 
wmtmg a long ttme for these changes and should not have to wait any longer. 

R~es ectfully subnutted, 

_JJl?ttA ftN JPr/L. 
N e 

--t---t\:Hc,.t-t--t--~ ~~~~ I 
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Zonmg Coiiliillsston 
441 4th St. NW, Smte 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE. Case No. ZC 14-11 

Dear Zomng Comnusstoners: 

Please accept my comments on the proposed rule to deal wtth pop-up developments m R-4 
Dtstncts. I commend the Zorung Commtsston for taktng thts Important step to address concerns 
rmsed by Dtstnct restdents. 

Matter-of-Rtght Converstons 

I do not beheve the proposed ru!e goes far enough to protect the supply of smgle-family homes 
in R-4 zones. Proposed new sectton 330.7 would permtt conversions of existing residential 
bmldmgs to apartment houses wtth up to four umts as a matter-of-right. The dectston to allow 
matter-of-nght converstons ofrowhouses m R-4 zones 1s a mtstake Famtly households wtth 
chtldren need larger housmg umts wtth more bedrooms The Dtstnct's Compr~henstve Plan 
states that of the City's extsting housing stock, only one-thtrd of the umts have three bedrooms or 
more, and 80% of recent new construction has been apartments with fewer bedrooms. The 
Comprehensive Plan also states that the avatlabthty of smgle-famtly housmg and housmg wtth 
more rooms are two factors that are posittvely correlated wtth retatrung family households 

The Comprehensive Plan guides the Distnct's development and provides overall guidance about 
the ctty's planmng. The Comprehensive Plan states: 

Pohcy H-1.3 1, Housmg for Famthes· Provtde a larger number ofhousmg umts for 
families with children by encouragmg new and retaining existing single family 
homes, duplexes, row houses, and three- and four-bedroom apartments 

Actton H-1 3 A, Revtew Res1denttal Zonmg Regulations· Durmg the revtston of 
the city's zomng regulations, review the residential zomng regulattons, particularly 
the R-4 (row house) zone Make necessary changes to preserve row houses as 
single-family units to conserve the city's inventory of housmg for larger 
households. As noted m the Land Use Element, thts should include creating an R-
4-A zone for one- and two-famtly row houses, and another zone for multt-fanuly 
row house flats 

Matter-of-nght converstons ofsmgle-fanuly rowhouses to apartment bmldmgs goes agamst the 
Comprehensive Plan's goal of retaining single-fanulyhomes for families. Matter-of-nght 
conversions m R-4 should be hmited to two-umts. 

Limitations on Conversions 



Although I don't support matter-of-right conversions to apartment houses, I support the 
hmttations on conversions in section 330.7. These limitations also should apply to converstons 
to two-urut flats. Many developers convert rowhouses to two-uruts by addmg a floor and large 
rear addttions These hmttations must apply to two-urut conversions to protect adjacent 
properties from masstve rear addttions and upper floors that block chimneys and solar panels. 

lmmedtate Effective Date 

I urge the Zoning Commtssmn to act qwckly on the changes to the zoning rules and to make the 
final rule effective tmmedtately to protect rowhouse neighborhoods and adjotrung properties. 
The first proposal from the Office of Planning ts almost one year old D.C restdents have been 
waiting a long time for these changes and should not have to watt any longer. 

Respectfully submttted, 
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