
June 1, 2015 

Cha1rman Anthony J Hood 
Zomn~ Comm1ss1on for the Distnct of Columbia 
4414 Street NW 
Swte 210 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: ZC Case No. 14-11 

Dear Cha1rman Hood: 

As a resident of Ward 3 1n Washington, DC, and the former D1rector of the DC 
Office of Zomng, I am deeply concerned about the proposed changes to the R-4 
Zone D1stnct that are currently be1ng contemplated by the Zomng Comm1ss1on At 
th1s t1me, however, rather than debate the substantive ments of the proposed new 
language (wh1ch I wholeheartedly oppose}, I am focused on the 1mplementat1on 
opt1ons currently available to the Zomng Comm1ss1on 

My understanding 1s that if the Commission takes F1nal Act1on on the proposal, the 
proJect developer must receive 1ts bu1ld1ng perm1t pnor to the Effective Date 
Instead, the Comm1ss1on should apply the new regulations to all proJects where a 
bu1ld1ng perm1t has not yet been filed pnor to the Effect1ve Date. Th1s Important 
adJustment w1ll place the onus squarely on the project developer, wh1ch 1s a 
cnt1cal d1st1nct1on. The current language w1ll lead to extreme consternation 
regarding the dramatic backlog of building permit applications at DCRA. Certain 
proJects have bu1ld1ng perm1t applications that were filed w1th DCRA months and 
months ago. Thus, 1f the current language rema1ns 1n place, many Interested 
part1es Will be mvest1gatmg whether any delays or m1smanagement at DCRA are 
1mpact1ng the ult1mate ab1llty of proJects tp proceed. Th1s Will lead to great 
mstab1llty 1n the Executive Branch that I am sure was not the 1ntent1on of the 
Comm1ss1on 1n takmg up th1s matter 

Thus, 1f the Zon1ng Comm1ss1on plans to proceed w1th the proposed changes to 
the R-4 Zone D1stnct, I urge you to make th1s sens1ble Implementation adjustment 

Thank you very much for your cons1derat1on 

Jam1e We1nbaum 

ZONING COMMISSION 
flistrlct of Columbia 
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