
Anthony J Hood, Chairman, Zomng Commission for the D1stnct of Columbia 
c:.n 
c.... 
c:: 

My letter IS In regard to ZC Case No. 14-11. I have some concerns on this Subject :1: 
I 

matter as a realtor m the commumty on behalf of my clients and as an mvestor. -

> 
My first concern IS regardmg current proJects already m the permitting process. =: 
There must be a transition penod that protects those who purchased property an&? 
began the design and subsequent permitting process m reliance on the regulation~ 
as currently wntten This will cost many developers a lot of money Could result in 
bankrupt proJects and unfimshed eye sores m the commumty 

A maJor concern IS over the Impact of restncting renovation to 30% or less of gross 
floor area. Has any one from the CommiSSion been mside some of these blighted 
homes? Some of these homes need a 100% renovation to brmg the bulldmg to 
standard bulldmg codes and make it a safe and long standmg home for the buyer 

The rule that residential bulldmgs cannot extend more than 10' past a neighbor's 
back wall severely restncts property ngbts of homeowners and stops families from 
addmg on additions that allow them to grow m place The lot size should determme 
this not the neighbor's home placement. 

Downzomng R-4 restricts housmg supply, which curbs the D1stnct's attempts to 
mcrease access to affordable housmg. If you decrease the supply of multifamily 
homes, demand increases, which moves prices of multifamily housmg upward 

The Importance of the reVItalizmg work that developers do m R-4 neighborhoods is 
very Important. R-4 developers play an Important roll m the reVItalizmg by making 
an appreciably positive Impact on neighborhoods and DC as a whole. If you slow this 
down, or even stop It completely, the result IS more blighted properties, and the 
reVItalization gomg on m many neighborhoods IS stopped This slows the incredible 
renaissance that DC IS currently expenencmg. SloWing It down Will have an Impact 
on unemployment. Imag.ne the number of employees It puts out of work with no 
developmg gomg on in R-4 homes 

Please reconsider that someone may need to create a design board. When plans are 
submitted and there IS any change to the extenor of the home It has to be presented 
to the design board for approval. Unless replacmg old With new 

If all these plans are put mto affect how long IS It gomg to take to get permitS 
through DCRA then? It Is taking 6 months- year on a lot of proJects and developers 
cannot afford to sit around waiting over a year to get permits Time IS money A new 
system or more employees need to happen or DCRA IS gomg to start haVIng a lot of 
angry people asking a lot of questions about the process and the delays 
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What angers me most about all these changes commg about and haVIng a maJOr 
Impact on a lot of peoples hves and hvehhood IS that this all started over the home 
on V St NW and the ugly pop up that was built. First off, did anyone look and see the 
bulldmg was never zoned R-4 It should never have been used as an example. If 
there had been a design board m place to approve the bUildmg, I beheve It would 
have been reJected and we wouldn't have all this gomg on today 

Thank you, 
Tammy 


