
Cha1rman Anthony Hood 

Distnct of Columbia Zoning Commission 

4414tll Street, NW SUite 2105 

Washington, DC 20001 
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Dear Cha1rman Hood and Members of the Comm1ss1on, 

N nr. 
I am writmg regardmg the proposed R4 zomng changes co I"'Tlf"1'1 
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N -~ Why I bought my house 

• 

1) I bought my house in November of 1999 It had been used by the DC Department of Correcttons 

for many years, and was completely trashed The property was on the market for three years I 

moved to the same square 1n 1985, and had often thought 1t would be mce 1f the mam house was 

restored and the adjoin property rehabbed to somethmg more appropnate to the ongmal 

architecture of the block. AT the t1me that I dec1ded to buy the property, I was a smgle parent of a 

SIX year old, and felt that it would be beneficial to have more yard space for my daughter as she got 

older, and my prev1ous home had back yard space only large enough for a car The property 

conststed of a 1885 row house, and an adjommg bUIIdmg that had been added and used ongmally 

as hotel rooms. My mtention was to get my daughter thru school, and then to restructure the 

adjommg butlding I d1d research and know what the c1ty zoning reqwrements would allow before I 

purchased the property 

2) Developmg a plan 

In August of 2014, with my daughter now bemg on her own, I was m a pos1t1on to develop the 

attached butld1ng It was bu1lt on two lots JOined together and 1s 42 5 feet w1de, and 156 feet deep 

Not the standard R4 lot s1ze I put together a plan to salvage as much of the exterior structure as 

feas1bly possible, proposing six apartments, w1th the reconstituted structure des1gned to look ltke a 

smgle family home so as to blend mto the current architecture on the block and restore the onginal 

streetscape. I presented my plan to the Department of H1stonc Preservation m August 2014, and 

rece1ved verbal approval1f my final plans 1maged what I had presented With their verbal approval, 

I hired an architect, and presented the plans to the Department of Zoning I rece1ved prehmmary 

approval so long as my final plans preserved the percentage ofthe bu1ldmg as we discussed at our 

meetmg They were especially favorable to the restoration of the streetscape, and to the amount 

of green space that I was savmg 
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3) Proposed change m Zomng 

To date I have mvested numerous hours, and over 20,000 00 dollars to present a plan that would 

meet my needs and that was also acceptable to the caty It seems unfaar, and frankly unethical to 

me that m1d way thru the process, the Office ofZonmg has proposed changmg the rules I am 

staunchly opposed to the lnclus1onary Zomng that Is proposed, and feel that 1t places an unfa1r 

burden small home owners w1th less that 10 units to bas1cally bUild and bas1cally prov1de subs1d1zed 

housmg. The plan that I have verbal approval for would create a fac;ade that as the same forty foot 

height as my home and the home on the other s1de of the proposed bUIIdmg The proposed zomng 

changes would reduce my project to 35 feet mterrupting the roof! me flow of the structures m my 

port1on of the block and 1t would also remove a floor from the project whach I enjoy in my home as 

do my ne1ghbors on the other side of my proposed project As a result of the loss of one floor and 

the requarement that I provade for mclusaonary zonmg unts, the financ1al instatut1on that I have 

been working w1th has dechned to finance my project if the proposed zomng changes are 

approved 

4) Recommendations 

I would hke for you to consader mstatutmg a des1gn rev1ew board for R4 zones takmg mto 

consaderataon the mdtvldual property and the potential affect a redevelop m1ght have There 1s a 

vast difference m the s1ze of R4 properties, and I don't see any way that the proposed changes 

could passable address redevelopment m a fa1r way The desagn rev1ew board would also be quate 

able to prevent the pop-up problem that has brought this assue to the forefront I hve m a h1stonc 

d1stnct, and the revaew of my proposal has msured that my project IS appropnate for the block that 

I hve on Havmg sa1d that, I have 1ncluded two photographs of structures that could be cons1dered 

pop-ups, but thanks to the desagn revaew that they had to go thru, be1ng m a histone dtstnct, they 

are quate appropnate The first photograph gradually mcreases m he1ght, and the effect 1s that the 

structure anchors the block The second photograph was bu1ld w1th two story structures on one 

stde, and a four story structure on the other, and agam act as a transition between the drastiC 

he1ght dafference between the anginal structures 

Thanks you for your tame and cons1derat1on 

Smcerely, ~ 

~e lif'-
1827 13th Street, NW 

Washmgton, DC 20009 




