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A'> the Zonrng CommiSSion rs aware, my finn has submrtted two lettets rn oppo~rt1on of ZC Ct!>e No 14-
11 In <tddttlon to Olll positiOn on behalf of Olll clients, I submit the followmg letiet or oppOSitiOn as a 
IesJclent of the Dtstttct ofColumbta cuncntly testdmg 111 an R-4 zone 

I g1 ew up 111 the Dtstttct and followmg law school, my husband and I wtshed to 1 etu1 n to DC When my 
husb,md wa~" Lt JG 111 the US Navy and I was a gtaduatmg law school student, we wete fortunate 
enough to put chase a basement 800 squate-foot umt 111 ,\ tenov<ltecl th1ee-umt townhouse Later we 
moved to a lmget conc!omtmum rna 8-umt butldmg, and, finally, pwchasecl out cunent home 111 Capttol 
Htll At the tu11e, l would not have att11buted out abthty to ptuchase out fitst hon1e 111 DC to the ,\btltty 
or a develope! to con vet t a townhouse mto th1ee umts, now, however tp hmclstght, we could not have 
afforded a lat ger umt had the butldmg been developed as a flat 

Jn ou1 CUJient location, the ciMtactet of the commun1ty IS Cleated by the mtll.. offanultes, Hill staffe1s, 
young pt ofess10nals, and relu ee~ We love whet e we ltve and strongly believe Ill the concept of smm t 
gtowth and a walkable DC The natlllal 1111'\. ofpe11111tted housmg types 111 the R-4 creates the 
envuonment that att1acted my hu<;band and me to ow cunent home 

The p10posal elunrnatc<; the c1 eat ton of 11101 e housmg and 1 educes the oppo• twuty f ot homeowne1 s to 
expand to meet giOwmg needs ln addttton to ou1 fitms legal and substantive concern<; 1egatd111g ti11S 
p10posecl downzonrng, I hope the Zonmg Commtss1on apptecrates a glrmpse mto the ptacttcal advetse 
rmpact thts tell..t <tmendment will hc1vc on the housmg stock ofthe D1stttct The1e ts c111 enonnous demand 

lot entry level housmg fot allmcome levels and ltm•tmg the hou~mg supply (t01 entry level ptnchasets, as 
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well as, expansion opt10ns for growmg families) 1s not the way to address concerns rmsed dunng the 
pubhc comment 

The concerns voiced by other restdents m support of the text amendment are vahd but many are not 
germane to zomng A maJonty of concerns focused on Bwldmg Code, aesthetics, and quality of 
constructJ.on wh1ch should be addressed by DCRA I strongly beheve that a ratJ.onal alternative can be 
presented, but only following an open dialogue wlll all stakeholders I volunteer myself, as a land use 
attorney ~nd local R-4 resident, to partlctpate m a workmg group to 1dent1fy the goals, 1mtiat1ves and 
resolutions to the concerns vmced by all stdes 

Thank you for your attention to thts matter Please feel free to contact me If you have any questions 
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