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Re Opposition to Z C Case No__14-11

Decar Chanman Hood and Membets of the Comnussion

As the Zoning Commussion 1s awate, my fitm has submitted two letters in opposition of ZC Case No 14~
1T In addition to ow positton on behall of out clients, [ submit the following letter ol opposition as a
tesident of the District of Columbia cuttently 1esiding in an R-4 zone

[ grew up n the Distnict and following faw school, my husband and I wished to 1etuin to DC~ When my
husband was a Lt JG in the US Navy and | was a grtaduating law school student, we weie tortunate
enough to puichase a basement 800 square-foot unit in a tenovated thiee-unit townhouse Later we
moved to a larger condominium in a 8-unit butlding, and, finally, putchased our cutient home in Capitol
Hill At the time, | would not have attitbuted owr ability to purchase out fitst horie m DC to the abilily
ol a developer to convett a townhouse into thiee units, now, however in hindsight, we could not have
afforded a laiger unit had the building been developed as a flat

In out cutient locatton, the chatacter of the community 1s cieated by the nmux of families, Fill staffers,
young professionals, and retuees We love whete we live and strongly believe i the concept of smait
growth and a walkable DC  The natuial mi of petmitted housing types in the R-4 creates the
environment that attracted my husband and me to ow curient home

The proposal eliminates the creation of mote housing and reduccs the opportunity {o1 homeownets to

expand to meet growing needs  In addition to owr fitms legal and substantive concerns regarding this

proposcd downzoning, I hope the Zoning Commussion appiectates a glimpse mto the practical adverse

tmpact this text amendment will have on the housing stock of the Distiict  Thete 1s an enotmous demand

tor entry fevel housing for ali income levels and himiting the housing supply (tor entry level puichasets, as
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well as, expansion options for growing families) 18 not the way to address concerns raised dunng the
public comment

The concerns voiced by other residents 1n support of the text amendment are valid but many are not
germane to zoning A majorty of concerns focused on Building Code, aesthetics, and quality of
construction which should be addressed by DCRA I strongly believe that a rational alternative can be
presented, but only following an open dialogue will all stakeholders I volunteer myself, as a land use
attorney and local R-4 resident, to participate 1n a working group to identify the goals, initiatives and
resolutions to the concerns voiced by all sides

Thank you for your attention to this matter Plcasc feel free to contact me 1f you have any questions
Sincerely,

GRIFFIN, MURPHY,
MOLDENHAUER & WIGGINS, LLP

Bf Merdith i Moldenhauer
Enclosures
cc D C Office of Planning (Via Email)



