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Cha1rman Hood and Members of the Zon1ng CommiSSion, 

As a homeowner 1n Bloomingdale, an R-4 neighborhood where home construcbon began 
1n 1895, I am writing today to express support for the R-4 zomng amendment to lower the 
by right building he1ght to 35 feet. While th1s 1s perhaps not the opt1mal change that would 
stop the proliferation of pop ups 1n Bloomingdale, 1t IS the one available before you now 
Just thiS mom1ng, two houses came on the market 1n Bloom~ngdale, both adverttsed as 
perfect for condo convers1ons It IS the rare home 1n Bloorrnngda1e that 1s popped up by a 
homeowner - pop ups are a result of developers" efforts to squeeze 3 bedrooms condos 
out of narrow rowhomes on lots that are typ1cally 1700 square feet or less Immediate 
action must be taken now before 1t 1s too late 

Wh1le my primary cQncem rs for the aesthetics and preservation of one of our city's 
valuable histone assets, there 1s also a very senous problem that 1s not be1ng 
addressed Our horne has had sewer backflow prQblems due to the Inadequate sewer 
fines 1n th1s crty Our home has had brown-outs due to the Inadequate power available for 
all of the new construction adding a burden to an antiquated system Park1ng rs frequently 
unavailable due to the 1ncrease in restdents wrth vehrctes. It IS even more severe at the 
moment due to the number of construction projects Just 1n the last two weeks, my wrfe 
has contacted ODOT about four roll off dumpsters whtch d1d not have perm1ts or their 
permrts were expired 

Another ser1ous question 1s to the structural1ntegnty of 100 year old rowhomes Can they 
bear the added loads of multiple floors, w1th the accompanytng plumbing, appliances, 
people, etc? If a structural engmeer approves digg1ng out a basement and adding new 
footmgs, does that also guarantee the party walls and the mortar that holds those bncks 
togethers can take the added stress? I have attached pictures 1n Bloomingdale- one of 
support bars between two rowhouses, one of a house that IS bulgmg 1n the front face, 
and another of a recent convers1on where the alley stde of the house bows out and was 
stucccoed over These are 1ssues that are not be1ng addressed by DC or the developers 

Thank you for your attention and 1mplementmg thts change 1mmed1ately 

Phdrppe Bnandet 
1727 Arst Street NW 
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