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As a 13-year owner-occupant, I would hke to express my support for the zonmg changes that are under 

cons1derat1on m ZC 14-11, specifically, the repeal of the prov1s1on that currently allows conversion from 

smgle-fam1ly home to multt-famlly/multl-umt as a matter of nght Repealing th1s prov1s1on would help 

to protect lower-density neighborhoods from s1gmf1cant mcreases m population, preservmg the 

character of the neighborhood, and would also help protect the supply of mult1-bedroom single-fam1ly 

homes m the d1stnct Havmg three- and four-bedroom housing opt1ons IS essential to attracting fam1hes 

as D1stnct residents, and the current trend of redevelopmg row houses mto smaller condo umts reduces 

the number of row houses su1table for fam1hes 

Further, I feel that the ab1hty to convert the row house to an apartment house/condo house stretches 

the limits of "matter of nght" past a reasonable pomt, at the expense of long-term residents, and that 

repealing th1s prov1s1on will better protect those who actually live m the D1stnct, rather th~n those who 

buy, make a qu1ck prof1t, and leave Closmg the current prov1s1on Will not lrkely have 1mpact on 

residents who w1sh to mcrease the1r lrvmg space and w11l steer potential developers to non-res1dent1al 

properties wh1ch so often remam vacant for extended penods of time 

Other concerns assoc1ated w1th the trend m redevelopment 

• Lack of mfrastructure m the R4 neighborhoods, such as parkmg. 

• Interruption of access to the sun, for netghbonng properties mvested m or cons1denng an 

mvestment m solar panels Because many res1dent1al solar projects were funded m part by 

grants from the D1stnct government, the c1ty has vested mterest m the long-term v1ab1llty of 

those projects 

• Impact to ramfall runoff when bUJidmg footpnnts are changed These changes may have a d1rect 

1m pact on pollut1on levels m Rock Creek, a s1tuat1on that the District Department of the 

Environment has mvested m 1mprovmg 

• Art1f1cialmflatton of housmg costs As many of these projects mvolve convertmg row houses to 

luxury condos, the overall cost of housmg mcreases, not because mventory IS too short but 
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because the only mventory ava1lable IS m the luxury pncmg levels In other words, these projects 

do not contnbute to affordable housmg or even mtd-range housmg because they are designed 

w1th the luxury market 1n mmd, wh1ch has a knock-on effect to the few rematmng m1d-range 

umts on the market 

I would ask that the Comm1sston adopt the planned changes to help protect owners, res1dents and 

future restdents I would be m favor of even further regulations, should they help protect the c1ty's 

remammg row houses from redevelopment 

Thank you m advance for your cons1derat1on, 

Mary Patnc1a Rodgers 


