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Rabb1ah Sabbakhan 
Interim Director 
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affa1rs 
1100 4th Street, SW 
Washmgton, DC 20024 

January 9, 2015 

Re: Convers1on of Allison St. NW Rowhouse 1nto Three-Umt Condom1n1um 

Dear lntenm D1rector Sabbakhan 

We are wrrtmg to you as concerned res1dents 1n the S1xteenth Street Heights 
neighborhood of Ward 4. We recently learned that a developer purchased a two-story 
rowhouse at 1117 Allison Street, NW with the 1ntent1on of converting 1t 1nto a three-un1t 
condom1n1um The developer plans to add a th1rd level to the two-story rowhouse and bUild an 
extensive rear add1t1on of approximately 40 feet 1n length. The rear add1t1on would cover the 
ent1re w1dth of the property, abutting aga1nst the fence on both s1des and resultmg in no s1de 
yards Our neighborhood 1s zoned R-4 

As a commun~ty, we are un1fied 1n our concerns about the permanent, adverse 1m pact 
the proposed "pop-up" multifamily building would have on our community. Our neighborhood 
cons1sts primanly of two-story, s1ngle-fam1ly rowhouses. The proposed development of 1117 
Allison Street mto condommiums IS(1ncompat1ble w1th the character of our block and 
community. 1117 Allison Street 1s located m the middle of a block of two-story, smgle-fam1ly 
rowhouses Convert1ng 1t mto condom1n1ums by adding a third-story and enormous rear 
add1t1on would change the h1stonc character of our neighborhood, mcrease dens1ty and runoff, 
and dramatically reduce sunlight, a1r and pnvacy to ne1ghbonng properties. 

In add1t1on, the env1ronmental1mpact of the proposed pop-up is disturbmg. Parts of 

Allison Street, NW and adJOimng Webster Street and Iowa Avenue are part of an m1tiat1ve led 
by the D1stnct Department of the Environment ("DDOE") to reduce runoff mto Rock Creek Park 
The Dtstnct government invested m1lllons of dollars m th1s mitiative Many of us participated 1n 
1t by workmg w1th DDOE to add rain and bay gardens, trees and permeable pavers to our yards. 
We also 1nvested our own funds. The proposed development of 1117 Allison Street would 
reduce sunlight 1n several ne1ghbonn'g yards, thus negatively 1mpactmg the bay and rain 
gardens that were mstalled as part of the in1t1ative. Additionally, it would result m less perv1ous 
surfaces, thus ~ncreas1ng runoff, which is contrary to the goals of the 1n1t1at1ve. We request that 
the c1ty assess the env1ronmental1mpact of the proposed pop-up on our community 

As you are aware, the D1stnct government has recognized that pop-up houses are a 

s1gn1f1cant concern for District residents, and the Off1ce of Zon1ng has proposed a s~I(~~\~H tSMMISSION 

remedy the problem in R-4 neighborhoods. Numerous newspaper art1cles have beel'l#iWttte'l1:olumbla 
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about the adverse consequences of these pop-ups In add1t1on, pop-up developments m R-4 
D1stncts are mcons1stent w1th the zonmg code, wh1ch states that "the R-4 D1stnct shall not be 
an apartment house district." 

Wh1le we are aware that matter-of-nght construction is not subject to community input, 
the c1ty has yet to determine that the proposed development of U17 Allison Street, NW 1s a 
matter-of-right DCRA is rev1ewmg the permit appllcat1on As a community, we are notifymg 
you that we are extremely concerned about th1s proposed pop-up development and 1ts 1m pact 
on our properties and neighborhood An apartment building in the middle of a block of smgle­
family rowhouses IS undesirable and inconsistent w1th the zonmg code and character of our 
block. 

We appeal to DCRA to perform a thorough rev1ew of the permit applfcat1on and 
narrowly apply the law to the proposal In add1t1on, we request that you ensure that the 
developer complies with the protection and notification requirements for adjOining properties. 
Because of the permanent adverse consequences of the proposed pop-up, the developer must 
be held to the stnctest standards requ1red under the District's laws. We expect that you will be 
fast1d1ous m your rev1ew to ensure that permits are not issued 1m properly We are cogmzant of 
the negative 1m pact some pop-ups have had m our commumty, particularly on nearby 
Buchanan and Shepherd Streets, and want to ensure that we do not suffer similar negative 
consequences. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to th1s matter 

Smcerely, 

Concerned Residents of Sixteenth Street He1ghts 
(Signature pages attached) 
Ema1l: alhsonstreetnw@gmail.com 

cc Mayor Munel Bowser 
Anthony Hood, Cha1rman, Zoning Commission 
Sara Bardin, D1rector, Office of Zonmg 
Matthew LeG rant, Zomng Adm1mstrator, DCRA 
Enc Shaw, Director, Off1ce of Planning 
Sam Ford, WJLA TV 
lan Shap1ra, Washmgton Post 
Martm Austermuhle, WAMU 
Lark Turner, Urban Turf 
Jud1 Gold, Deputy D1rector, Constituent Serv1ces, Ward 4 
Jeff Stand1sh, ANC 4C03 
Steve Saari, DDOE 



Signature Page for letter to Rabbiah Sabbakhan, Director, Department of Consumer and 
Regulatory Affairs 
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