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The Penn-Branch Citizens/Civic AssociatiOn m Ward 7 supports the proposed amendments to the D C 
Zonmg Regulations to forestall "pop-up" eyesores m R-4 rowhouse neighborhoods by. 

• reducmg the maxlffiUID height from 40 to 35 feet, 
• reducmg the height of roof structures to 10 feet and requumg setbacks, and 
• ebmmatmg the matter of nght conversiOn of pre-1958 residential bwldmgs to apartment houses 

I 

With regard to the last pomt, the Notice of Hea.niig suggests that the nght to convert contamed m Rule 
330 5(1)(c) m1ght be retamed with the proviso that one or more umts wtll be set aside under the Inclus10nary 
Zoning program at 60% AMI. See p.S H conversiOns are allowed freely, they will be undertaken 
aggressively and the Distnct wdllose some of Its lowest-density housmg stock whtle barely dentmg the 

citywtde affordable housing shortage Accordlngly, we strongly urge the 'Z£ to bar conversiOn, I.e, repeal 
Regulation 330 5 1(c) 

Whtle there Is a hmited amount of R-4 zoned land m Penn-Branch and surroundlng neighborhoods (Fort 

Davtd and Fatrlawn), the proposed rules atmed at halting pop-ups ment citywide support We all bave a 
vested mterest m matntammg the charm and mtegnty of Washmgton' s distinctive row house neighborhoods. 
Second, we all have an mterest m keeping at bay eyesores of any sort, whatever regulatory scheme - or the ' 
absence of regulation- gave nse to them. For mstance, withm the past decade, Penn-Branch was faced With 

a Small Area Plan proposal to allow an 80-foot m1xed use bwlding m a C-1 zone Also, Penn-Branch 
appears tomght to recogm~ that the Zonmg Commission and the Office of Plannmg acted responsively to 
citizen pleas for rebef on the pop-ups Issue We applaud this responsiveness, which we sometimes fmd 
lacking 

The proposed amendments protect rowhouse neighborhoods m R-4 zones OP and this CommissiOn have 
been at pams to Identify rowhouse dtstncts m R-5 zones and to rezone them appropnately Penn-Branch 
does not know whether all rowhouse neighborhoods zoned less restncttvely than R-4 have been rezoned to 
match theu character If this process had not been completed Citywide, we urge Its speedy conclusion 

Respectfully subm1tted, 

Is/ Laura Richards, Coordmator 

PBCCA Legtslative Committee Coordlnator 

- ~WING~~1MISSION 1 This Issue was dlscussed, and the authonty for subm1sston of testimony was agreed upon by cern;cms.ll .. olumb•a 
• Dtstrtc u J 

the duly noticed January 13, 2015 meeting of PBCCA, at which a quorum was present ;!Ji}t 
CA~ENO. 
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