
Ht my name Stefan Rahtmtan. I am a DC resident I live m a property that IS affected 
by thts proposed amendment, I own a busmess that will be affected, and I have 
employees and friends that will be affected. I believe that you would be hard 
pressed to find people who are not going to be affected. Most of us will be affected 
m a diSastrous way and not just the current residents but the 1000's of people that 
are movmg here each year We need more housing not less We need higher density 
housing not less. I had the pleasure of heanng the Tony Hsieh, one of the owners of 
Zappos, speak last year about hiS latest proJect, the reVItalization of downtown Las 
angelos. The number one factor that they are focusmg on to help create this 
reVIp!hzation IS the collisions, the sharing of Ideas between people and the best way 
to do that, accordmg to Tony IS population densrty We need more money mvested 
in our agmg vacant burldmgs not less. Changing the rules on homeowners and 
mvestors will dramatically affect the prices of many properties located in the R4 
distnct Speakmg from personal experience I am concerned about mvesting m DC. I 
have a property under contract nght now that I am seriously considering cancelling 
due to this proposed regulation. Many of the properties I mvest mare properties 
that the equity in those properties represents the sellers majority of their life 
saVIngs/ retirement saving. I purchased a property from a very sweet lady a couple 
of years ago named Viola Peterson. Ms. Peterson's entire saVIngs was m her paid of 
house. At the time Ms. Peterson was 90years old and struggling to main tam her 
lifestyle. Due to the equity m the property Ms. Peterson was able to fund her 
retirement The changes proposed m the zomng laws will crush people hke Ms. 
Petersons who have lived their entire life m DC. If the zomng laws that are bemg _ 
proposed were in effect back then I would not have been able to buy Ms. Peterson's 
property for the pnce I did and she would be left Without any options. The changes 
proposed m the zonmg laws Will crush people like Ms. Petersons who have hved 
their entire life in DC. Complamts from a small but vocal minority of DC residents 
should not be able to so dramatically effect the hves of so many. Our saVIngs, our 
businesses and peoples jobs Will suffer as a result DC owes our residents more. 
There has to be a better solution. 

Best, 

~ 
Stefan Rah1m1an 
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