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MEMORANDUM 

TO: District of Columbia Zoning Commission 

Dtstnct of Columbta ~ 
Offtee of Plann~ T 

FROM~~ , ~nmfer Steingasser, Deputy Director Development Review & Historic Preservation 

DATE: \ bctober 10,2014 

SUBJECT: ZC 14-10: Final Report - Request for Text Amendments to the Zoning 
Regulations: Chapter 7, § 735, Animal Boarding in Commercial Districts;§ 736, 
Pet Grooming Establishments in Commercial Districts; § 737, Pet Shops in 
Commercial Districts; § 738, Veterinary Boarding Hospital in Commercial 
Districts; § 739, Animal Shelter in Commercial Districts; Chapter 8, § 801.7, 
Animal Shelter in Industrial Districts; § 802.21, Animal Boarding in Industrial 
Districts; § 802.26, Pet Shop in Industrial Districts; § 802.27, Veterinary 
Boarding Hospital in Industrial Districts. 

L RECOMMENDATION 

The Office of Planning (OP) recommends approval of the followmg text amendments to Title 
11DCRA. Additions to current regulations are shown in bold and deletions shown in saikethfettglt 
text). 

Amend Chapter 7, Commercial Distncts 

1 Amend§ 735 as shown below 

135 ANIMAL BOARDING 

735 1 An ammal boarding use may be permitted as a special exception If approved by the 
Board of Zoning Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the requirements of this section. 

735 2 The 8flimallleaFthng ttse shall net allttt a Resu:ienee Zane. No portion of the animal 
boarding use shall be located within twenty five feet (25 ft.) of a property in a 
Residence District used for residential purposes; 

735.3 The animal boardmg use shall take plaee entlrel~· wttktn 8fl eneleset:i&Bt:i seHRt:ipreef 
l:ltttldtng in stteh a w&y se as te produce no noise or odor-objectionable to nearby 
properttes, including residential units located in the same building as the use. 

735.4 The applicant shall demonstrate that the animal boarding use will comply with the 
following conditions and any Board's approval shall be subject to the use's ZONING coMMISSION 

continued compliance with these standards: District~ 
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(a) The ammal boarding use shall take place entirely within an enclosed MEl set:tfttlf3reef 
building, 

(b) The windows and doors of the premises space devoted to the animal boarding use 
shall be kept closed; 

(c) -BftEI-No ammals shall be permitted in an external yard on the premises, [(a), (b) and 
(c) ongmal/y m 735.3] 

(d) Ammal waste shall be placed m closed waste dtsposal containers and shall utilize a 
qualified waste disposal company to collect and dispose of all animal waste at least 
weekly and 

(e) Odors shall be controlled by means of an air filtration system (for example, High 
Efficiency Particulate Air "HEPA" filtratiOn) or an equivalently effective odor 
control system. 

735.5 The Board may Impose additiOnal reqUirements pertaming to the location of buildings or 
other structures, entrances and extts; buffers, bamers, and fencing, soundproofing, odor 
control, waste storage and removal (including frequency), the species and/or number 
and/or breeds of animals; or other requirements, as the Board deems necessary to protect 
adjacent or nearby property 

735.6 External yards or other extenor facilities for the keeping of animals shall not be 
permitted. 

735.7 Net\vithstaatliftg §73S.~. 8ft aftimal heaF<iiftg t:tse e~dstiftg eft Jt:tly 11, 2005, t:tfttler a 
Certifieate ef Oee't:tJ'IBftey fer a "Deg Care Ceflter" er "Deg Day Care Ceflter," ma}' 
eeftttftt:te the t:tse ef 8ft eKtemal yartl fer the keeptftg ef Eiegs tf BJ'IJ'IreYeEi hy the Beard ef 
~eBtftg AEijt:tstmeBt pHFs't:tBBt te § 3104 ftftEi the re(it:ttremeBts efthts seetieft. 

W The yarEi shall he leeateEi BftEi ElestgaeEi te ereate fte eeaEittteft ehjeetteaahle te 
atljaeeftt prepefttes rest:dtiRg frem ftftimal Reise, eEier, &RElieF waste. 

(h) The BJ'Iplteaftt shall Eiemeftstrate th&t the eKtefftBJ yarEi Will he refteeEi eff fer the 
sate eeftfiaemeftt efthe aftimals. 

(e) The BJipheaBt shall Elemeastrate that the eJttemal yBF<i ts leeateEi efttlrely eft 
priYate prepefty 

(El) The BeBF<i shall estahhsh the het:tFs ift viliieh ftftimals may he kept ift the yBF<i, 
pre·1itleEi that fte ftftimals shall he permitted ift the yBF<i hetweeft the het:trs ef 8 00 
p m. aftS 7 00 a m 

2 Amend§ 736 as shown below 

736 PET GROOMING ESTABLISHMENT 

736.1 A pet groommg establishment may be permitted as a spec tal exception if approved by 
the Board of Zoning Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the requirements of this 
section 
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736.2 

736.3 

7364 

73665 

736 +() 

The pet groommg establishment shall produce no noise or odor objectionable to 
nearby properties, including residential units located m the same building as the 
use. Rot he loeated 9:Rd aestgRed to ereate RO oBjeetioRal3le eoRtilttoR to adJaeeRt 
propefties res1:1ltiRg from wumal Reise, odor, or waste. 

The applicant shall demonstrate that the pet grooming establishment will comply 
with the following conditions and any Board's approval shall be subject to the use's 
continued compliance with these standards: 
(a) All ammal waste shall be placed m closed waste disposal contamers and shall 

utilize a qualified waste disposal company to collect and dispose of all animal waste 
at least weekly 

(b) Odor shall be controlled by means of an atr filtratiOn system or an equivalently 
effectiVe odor control system [(a) and (b) ongznally 735 4] 

(c) No animals shall be permitted man external yard on the premises [(c) ongznally in 
736 7] 

The pet groomtRg estabhshmeRt shall ROt ehet ftfl existiRg res1detmal ase or ResideRee 
Distrtet No portion of a pet grooming establishment use shall be located within 
twenty-five (25 ft.) of a property in a Residence District used for residential 
purposes. 

Extemal yards or other eKtemal faethties for the keepiRg of ammals shall ROt ~e 
pemutted 

The sale of pet supphes ts permttted as an accessory use 

The Board may tmpose additional requirements as 1t deems necessary to protect nearby 
properties. 

3 Amend§ 737 as shown below 

737 PET SHOP 

737 1 A pet shop may be permitted as a spectal exceptiOn if approved by the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the requirements of thts section 

73 7 2 The pet shop shall be located and destgned to create no objectiOnable condition to 
adJacent properties resulting from ammal nmse, odor, or waste, mcludmg re~ndential 
units located m the same building as the use 

737.3 Tke pet sho13 shall Rot abat aR exi:StlRg restdeRttal1::1se or a RestdeRce District. No 
portion of a pet shop use shall be located within twenty-five (25 ft.) of a property in 
a Residence District used for restdential purposes. 

73 7.4 External yards or other external facthttes for the keepmg of animals shall not be 
permttted 
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73 7.5 The Board may Impose additional requirements as 1t deems necessary to protect adjacent 
or nearby properties. 

4 Amend§ 7 38 as shown below 

738 VETERINARY BOARDING HOSPITAL 

738.1 A vetermary boarding hospital may be permitted as a special exceptiOn If approved by 
the Board of Zonmg Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the requirements of th1s 
section. 

738.2 A vetennary boardmg hospital may board any ammal permitted to be lawfully sold m 
the District of Columbia, pursuant to DC Official Code§ 8-1808 (h) (1), eJreef)t 
Elemestteated Elegs 

738.3 No more than fifty percent (50%) of the gross floor area of the vetennary boarding 
hospital may be devoted to the boardmg of animals. 

738.4 The veterinary boarding hospital shall be located and designed to create no objectionable 
conditiOn to adjacent properties resultmg from animal noise, odor, or waste, including 
residential units located in the same building as the use 

738.5 The veteriHary hearEitHg hespital shall Ret ah1:1t aH extstmg restEleHtlali:ISe era ResideHee 
Dtstriet No portion of a veterinary boarding hospital use shall be located within 
twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of a property in a Residence District used for residential 
purposes. 

738 6 External yards or other external facihties for the keepmg of ammals shall not be 
permitted 

738.7 Pet groommg, the sale of pet supplies, and incidental boardmg of ammals as necessary 
for convalescence, are permitted as accessory uses 

738 8 The Board may impose addittonal reqUirements as It deems necessary to protect adjacent 
or nearby properttes 

5 Amend§ 739 as shown below 

739 ANIMAL SHELTER 

739.1 An ammal shelter may be permitted as a special exception If approved by the Board of 
Zomng Adjustment under §31 04, subject to the requirements of this section 

739 2 The animal shelter shall be located and designed to create no objectionable condition to 
adjacent properties resultmg from ammal nOise, odor, or waste, including residential 
units located in the same building as the use 
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739.3 The applicant shall demonstrate that the animal shelter use will comply with the 
following conditions and any Board's approval shall be subject to the use's 
continued compliance wrth these standards: 

739.~ 

739.+5 

(a) The animal shelter shall utilize industry standard sound-absorbing matenals, such as 
acoustical floor and ce1hng panels, acoustical concrete and masonry, and acoustical 
landscaping [(a) orzginally 739 3] 

(b) All ammal waste shall be placed in closed waste disposal containers and shall utilize 
a qualified waste disposal company to collect and dtspose of all ammal waste at least 
weekly. 

(c) Odor shall be controlled by means of an air filtratiOn system or an equivalently 
effective odor control system [(b) and (c) orzgmally 739 4] 

(d) External yards or other external facilities for the keeping of ammals shall not be 
penmtted unless the entire yard ts located a minimum of two hundred (200) feet 
from an extstmg restdential use or Residence District [(d) orzgmally 739 6] 

All animal wa5te shall be plaeed iH elesed •lfaS-te disposal eoRt&iReFS flftd shaH 1:1ttlt:le a 
qualified waste disflosal eOffifl&ftY to eolleet aHd dispose of all flfttfftal •:fftste at least 
·.veekly Odor shell he eoftkellea by mefd\s of ftft &ir filtratlofl system or ftft eql:lt'taleRtly 
effeetwe odor eoHtrol system 

The arHmal shelter shall ROt ae1:1t B:H e~ustiHg restdenttal1:1se or a ResiaeRee Dtstriet No 
portion of the animal shelter use shall be located within twenty-five feet (25ft.) of a 
property in a Residence District used for residential purposes. 

EKtemal yaffis or other eJftemal faeilittes for the l~:eepiRg of enimals shall Ret be 
permitted I:IRiess lhe eRtire yare is loeeted a ffttfttlfll:lffi of ~wo hHndred (200) feet from &R 
eKistlRg FesidentlalHse or ResideRee Dtstnet. 

The Board may impose additional reqmrements as It deems necessary to protect adjacent 
or nearby properties 

Amend Chapter 8, Industnal Dtstncts 

1 Amend§ 801 as shown below 

801 USES AS A MAlTER OF RIGHT (C-M) 

80 I 7 The followmg addttlonal uses shall be perm1tted as a matter of right in a C-M Dtstnct, 
subject to the standards of external effects m § 804 

(a) An ammal shelter shall be permitted as a matter of nght subject to the followmg 
standards 
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802 21 

80222 

802 23 

802.24 

(i) The ammal shelter shall utiltze mdustry standard sound-absorbmg 
matenals, such as acoustical floor and ceiling panels, acoustical concrete 
and masonry, and acousttcallandscaping, 

(ti) Animal shelters shall place all animal waste m closed waste dtsposal 
contamers and shall utilize a qualified waste dtsposal company to collect 
and dtspose of all animal waste at least weekly. Odor shall be controlled 
by means of an atr filtratiOn system or an eqmvalently effective odor 
control system, 

(iti) Aatmal shelleFS shall aot al:rttt aa eKtstiHg restcleattaluse OF a RestcleHee 
Dtsft'tet; No portion of an animal shelter use shall be located within 
twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of a property in a Residence District used for 
residential purposes; and 

(tv) Outdoor runs and external yards for the exercise of antmals shall be 
permitted, subject to the followmg reqUirements. 

(A) No ammals shall be permttted in outdoor runs or external yards 
between the hours of8.00 p m and 8 00 am, 

(B) External yards and outdoor runs shall be enclosed wtth fencmg 
or walls for the safe confmement of the antmals and the 
absorptton of noise Fencmg and/or walls shall be a minimum of 
etght (8) feet in hetght and constructed of sohd or opaque 
materials with maximal n01se- absorbmg characteristics, 

(C) No more than three (3) antmals shall be permttted within any 
exterior yard or outdoor run at a time, and 

(D) No part shall be Located withm two hundred (200) feet of an 
extstmg residenttal use or Restdence Dtstnct. 

2 Amend§ 802 as shown below 

An antmal boardmg use may be permitted as a special exceptiOn If approved by the 
Board of Zoning Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the reqUirements of thts sectton 

The ammal boardmg use shall be located and destgned to create no condition 
objectiOnable to adjacent properttes resultmg from animal n01se, odor, or waste, 
including residential units located in the same building as the use 

The aHtmal boaF<ilag use shall aet abut a ResideHee Dtmtet. No portion of the animal 
shelter use shall be located within twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of a Residence District 
used for residential purposes. 

External yards or other extenor facthties for the keepmg of ammals shall not be 
permttted 



ZC Apphcat10n 14-10, Amma1 Uses 
October 10. 20 14 Page7 

802 25 

802.26 

80227 

A pet groommg establishment may be permitted as a spec tal exception if approved by 
the Board of Zomng Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the requirements of thts 
subsection 

(a) The pet groommg estabhshment shall be located and designed to create no 
objectionable condition to adjacent properties resultmg from ammal noise, odor, 
or waste, 

(b) All ammal waste shall be placed m closed waste dtsposal contamers and shall 
ut1hze a quahfied waste dtsposal company to collect and dispose of aU animal 
waste at least weekly Odor shall be controlled by means of an air filtration 
system or an equivalently effective odor control system, 

(c) The pet greoffitfl:g establislmiefl:t shall fl:ot ab1:1t an existn'lg restdeH:ttalase or a 
ResiEieftee Dtstnet No portion of the pet grooming establishment use shall be 
located within twenty-five feet (25ft.) of a property in a Residence District 
used for residential purposes. 

(d) External yards or other external facilities for the keepmg of ammals shall not be 
permitted; 

(e) The sale of pet supplies IS permitted as an accessory use, and 

(f) The Board may Impose additional reqUirements as rt deems necessary to protect 
adjacent or nearby properties 

A pet shop may be permttted as a special exception 1f approved by the Board of Zomng 
Adjustment under§ 3104, subject to the requirements ofthts subsection. 

(a) The pet shop shall be located and designed to create no objectiOnable condition 
to adjacent properttes resultmg from ammal nOise, odor, or waste, 

(b) The pet shop ska.ll net a.bttt an ~ustm:g FesiE:ierttull~:tse Of a R-esu:ieftee Dtstfiet No 
portion of the pet shop use shall be located withm twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of 
a property in a Residence District used for residential purposes; 

(c) External yards or other external faclltttes for the keepmg of animals shall not be 
permitted, and 

(d) The Board may Impose additiOnal requirements as 1t deems necessary to protect 
adJacent or nearby properties 

A vetennary boardmg hospital may be permitted as a special exception if approved by 
the Board of Zomng Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the requirements of th1s 
subsectton 
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(a) A veterinary boarding hospttal may board any ammal permitted to be lawfully 
sold in the Dtstrict of Columbta, pursuant to D C Offictal Code §8-1808 (h)(l ), 
except domesticated dogs, 

(b) No more than fifty percent (50%) of the gross floor area of the veterinary 
boardmg hospital may be devoted to the boardmg of animals; 

(c) The vetermary boardmg hospttal shall be located and destgned to create no 
objectionable conditiOns to adjacent properties resultmg from ammal notse, 
odor, or waste, 

(d) The veteriftary beaFdtRg hespital shall Ret abut an ~istmg FestdeRttal use eF a 
RestdeR:ee Dtsfflet No portion of the veterinary boarding hospital use shall be 
located within twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of a property in a Residence District 
used for residential purposes; 

(e) External yards or other external facilities for the keeping of animals shall not be 
permitted, 

(f) Pet groommg, the sale of pet supphes, and incidental boardmg of animals as 
necessary for convalescence, are permitted as accessory uses, and 

(h) The Board may Impose additional reqmrements as It deems necessary to protect 
adjacent or nearby properties 

II. BACKGROUND 

At Its June 30, 2014 pubhc meetmg the Zonmg Commission set down thts text amendment 
request for a pubhc heanng These amendments have been brought forward at the request of 
the Zonmg CommiSSIOn to clanfy regulatiOns pertammg to the proximity of ammal related 
uses to residential areas. 

III. ANALYSIS 

In 2006 the Commission adopted a text amendment (Order 05-21) to permit ammal boarding 
as a special exceptiOn use in any C-2, C-3, C-4, CM or M zone, subject to a list of standards, 
and defined the term "ammal boardmg" m DefimtiOns § 199 In 2007 the CommissiOn 
adopted Order 05-21A, which permitted antmal shelters as a matter-of-right withm mdustrial 
zones and by special exception in the C-2, C-3 and C-4, subject to a list of conditiOns, and 
added pet groommg establishment, pet shop and veterinary boarding hospital as special 
exception uses m the C-2, C-3, C-4, C-M and M zones, also subject to conditions, and 
provided for defimt10ns for each of those terms. 

When ongmally adopted the Office of Planning intended that ammal uses should not 
directly "abut", ~or directly touch, residentially zoned private property and that an alley 
would constitute adequate separatiOn. However, § 107 5 of the Zonmg Regulations, Zone 
District Boundary Lmes, states, " the zone dzstrzct boundary lines shall be mtended to 
follow exzstmg lot lmes, the center lmes of streets, alleys (zncludmg any closed streets or 
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alleys not prevzously zoned), and natural water courses " Therefore, zone boundary hnes 
follow the centerline of a street or alley, where they exist, even though pubhc nghts-of-way 
are not subject to zonmg Instead, OP proposes to separate animal uses by a distance of 
twenty-five feet from residential uses m residential zones 

Use of the wording " . property m a Reszdence Dzstnct used for resulentzal purposes" 
would provide for a conststent set back from residentially used properties m residential 
zones, whether an alley extsts or not, regardless of the width of the alley The twenty-five 
foot separatton would be consistent w1th the dtstance utthzed to separate other uses, such as 
gasohne service stations, bowhng alleys and fast food restaurants from residence distncts. 

Provision of a specific distance results m a more uniform set back from residentially used 
properties m restdentlal dtstricts Use of an alley to separate ammal uses from those 
residential uses results m variable setbacks, dependmg on the width of the alley 

At the request of the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) OP proposes clarification of 
specific general standards and to separate out unrelated standards The word "soundproof' 
is proposed to be replaced wtth "no nozse objectwnable to nearby propertzes," to be more 
consistent with standard special exception cntena that these uses not result m obJeCtiOnable 
com:httons; and 4'produce no nozse objectwnable to nearby properties" is separated out from 
"Ammal waste shall be placed m closed waste dzsposal contamers " The requrrement that 
"windows and doors of the premises shall be kept closet!' was modified to indicate that only 
wmdows and doors of space devoted to the animal uses must be kept closed 

Section 735 7, Animal Boardmg, IS proposed to be deleted, as It provided for grandfathering 
of ammal uses that pre-dated the regulations and IS no longer relevant. 

IV. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

The proposed amendments would not be mconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan The 
proposed changes would generally support pohcy statements of the Land Use, Economic 
Development elements (Policies LU-1 3 and LU-2 3 2, Action LU-2 4.8 and Section 309 6, 
and Pohcy ED-3 I I) 

V. COMMUNITY COMMENTS 

\ 

OP recetved comments from one commumty member 

VI. AGENCY COMMENTS 

No comments were received from other Dtstnct agencies 

VII. COMMISSION CONCERNS AND OFFICE OF PLANNING SETDOWN 
COMMENTS 

At the setdown meetmg of June 30, 2014, the Commission requested OP provide information 
and clarification on the followmg Items 
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COMMISSION COMMENTS 

There are state of the art waste processors 

Dogs are prohibited from bemg boarded 10 vetermary 
hospitals. Review the language used 10 the text 
amendment for theSE Federal Center_ 
-There ts a gasohne servtce statiOn 10 vJ est End 
beneath a hous10g development that IS not 25 feet away 
from residential 

-In Dupont there ts an underground bowhng alley that 
IS w1th10 25 feet of residential 

-We need to be more conststent 10 our 10terpretattons 
as well as in the fact that much has progressed 10 the 
care and feed10g of animals 

It would be appropnate to get a letter from a 
professiOnal declarmg that notse attenuation ts state of 
the art. 

JS/sjmAICP 
Case Manager Stephen J Mordfin, AICP 

Page 10 

OPRESPONSE 

The existing and proposed regulations reqmre the use 
of "a qualified waste dzsposal company to collect and 
dzspose of all anzmal waste" for arumal board10g, pet 
groom10g and animal shelters. 
The language prohibit10g the care of domestic dogs 
under§ 738 2 was deleted 

-The gasoline statiOn at 2150 M Street, N W IS 

beneath an apartment build10g (11 00 New Hampshire 
Ave., N.W) m the C-2-C (mtxed use) distnct 
Although not 25 feet from restdentlal uses, 1t is more 
than 25 feet from restdential uses in a residential zone. 
-OP was unable to locate a bowhng alley 10 Dupont 
However, there IS a bowling alley 10 Georgetown 
(1064 Wtsconsm Ave, NW.) Within the W-1 
(waterfront) zone wtth residential uses above A gam, 
although not 25 feet from residential uses, 1t ts more 
than 25 feet from any restdentlal uses 10 a residential 
zone 
-The proposed regulations would permit arumal uses 
10 mixed use buildings (restdential and commercial 
uses) by special exception within nonrestdentlal 
dtstncts, stmtlar to the uses noted above Therefore, 
the proposed amendments would be conststent wtth 
the extstmg regulations 
The regulations require applicants to document there 
would be no nOise obJectiOnable to neighbonng 
properties, stmilar to language used elsewhere 10 the 
Zomng RegulatiOns No other special exception uses 
reqmre a letter from a noiSe professional, although the 
BZA could requtre one based on the specifics of any 
one 10d1vtdual apphcatton 


